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PREFACE. 



There is a saying that the ''first shall be last, and the luMt 
first." If this sajing has any relation to the making of books it 
means that the first few pages of a book are often tlie last to be 
written and printed; so with these two pages, wliich enables the 
writer, in concluding his work, to make a few remarks thereon. 

Some four years ago, for reasons which are stated on pa;re 
116, he began tracing out the descendants of Richard Ellis, of 
Ashfield, Massachusetts, his first ancestor in this country. It 
was supposed, at that time, that this M*^ork could be accomplished 
in a few months, and the printing of the same, which would 
probably be limited to a hundred pages, or thereabouts, be con^- 
pleted in a year at most. The unexpected delay has arison from 
the tardiness of many in responding to inquiries, the greatly 
extended nature of the work over what was expccU*d ai the 
outset, and the necessary occupation of the writer in his daily 
pursuit. 

As but five hundred copies of the book are printed, and as 
these are expected to go only to relatives and those who may 
have a personal interest therein, the writer will not make any 
extended apology for inflicting upon mankind another book, of 
which they are now greatly overrun. 

It is proper in this connection to mention a few of those to 
whom the reader and writer arc under special obligationM for infor- 
mation furnished, and without which the work WQuld have been 
far more imperfect than it now is. Of these Rev. Wm. L. 
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VIU 



PREVACX. 



Chaffin, pastor of the Unitarian cliurcli of Eanton, Massachusetts, 
Oeorge G. Withiugtoii, Esq., clerk of Easton, the clerk of Sun- 
derland, Massaohusettii, Messrs. Henry S. Kaiiney, Frederick G. 
Howes and Oeorge Bassett, of Ashiield, and Hugli B. Miller, of 
Colerain, Massachusetts, deserve special mention. 

In the printing and binding of the book (as less than one 
hundred copies were subscribed for) considerable advance pay- 
ment was necessary, which, to the amount of nearly one thousand 
dollars, has been most kindly and generously advanced by ]\Icssr8. 
George W. Ellis, of Philadelphia; Wilbur D. Ellis and Dr. John 
Ellis, of New York City, without which the work could not have 
been undertaken. 

Tlie writer has had a personal meeting with but few of the 
more distant relatives mentioned in this volume, but through 
extended correspondence with them he has come to have a greater 
seeming nearness of the ties of relationship and a very kindly 
feeling withal, which with the satisfaction he hopes they may 
derive from his work, will serve as conijiensation for his labor. 

In conclusion, he desires to convey his thanks to all those 
who have aided him, and also express the hope that, as other 
generations come, successors may be found wiio will take up his 
work and follow it down through succeeding generations. 

While family traits and traditions are of no general interest, 
they should be of value to those who are more directly involved, 
especially if attended with a constant, unwearied effort and aspi- 
ration to improve upon tlie moral, physical and intellectual 
heritage of their progenitors. 

DxTBOXT, Mich., May, 1888. 



E. R, E. 
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SKETCH OF 



OF ASIII'IKLD,* MASS. 



RICHARD ELLIS, the subject of this sketch, was, 
accordinjj lo his own account, born in Dublin, Ire* 
land, August i6ih, 1704. His fallher was a native 
of Wales, Enjfland, and his nioiher may have been a 
Welsh or Irish woman. 

Richard said that his father was an officer in one of 
ihc many armed forces which at that time were numerous 
throughout the British dominions. Just at what time his 
fiitlier went lo Ireland does not appear from any record 
which is now accessible. 

Richard's youth was spent in Dublin, and he men- 
tioned having traveled in other portions of Ireland. This 
unhappy country then, as now, was the scene of much 
disorilcr. The strife was mostly l)etween Catholics and 
Protestants, or those in favor of or against whoever hap- 
pened to occupy the throne. Richard said that it was a ^ 
cbmmon occurence, seemingly enjoyed as a pastime, for 
the oiKcers of the army to order, in the morning, before 
breakfast, a squad of prisoners "drawn in quarters,'* j 
hanged or >hot. Sucii scenes were made public specta- 
cles, and were said to give the ofHcers a relish for their 
meals. 

When Richard was thirteen years of age, his father 
having died, his mother undertook to send him to Virginia 
where he had an uncle with whom she expected he would 
llnd a home. With this view she paid for him a cabin 

* See Note i of the A^f^'tuHxy where will Ijc (uunU \ hiiiortcal »kelch of Atlilicld froiii 
iiK fiisi Miclciiicnt, including ftonic items never before published. 
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passage lo this country, but the captain of the vesbel vio- 
lated his trust, .ind landing at a sea-port in Massachusetts, 
he, in .iccordcince with a custom then somewluit prevalent, 
sold the boy, or his services, until he became of age. 
ostensibly to pay for his passage.* 

Richard said that he became a member of the family of 
a miller who was a very stern man, and often harsh with 
his own children, consisting of several daughters, yet to 
him he always showed the utmost consideration and kind- 
ness.f Of his mistress he always spoke highly, especially 
of her efforts for his mental and moral improvement. lie 
had made some progress in education in Dublin, but of 
this he said nothing, thinking therebj' that his new 
teacher would give him more attention. On several 
occasions he excited her surprise by pronouncing difiicult 
words in advance of her instructions. 

Alter Richard attained his majority, he went to Kaston, 
I^ristol county, Mass., where in 1728 he married Jane 
Phillips, daughter of Capt. John Phillips, and sister of Thos. 
Phillips, who afterwards was the second settler in Ash- 
lield. Richard lived in Easton until about 1740, when 
he removed to Deerfield in the same State. Six of his 
children were born in Easton, and one or more in Deer- 
field. Altogether he had nine children, but one — Benjamin 
—died at two months of age. 

Richard's father-in-law, Capt. John Phillips of Easton, 
was one of the soldiers in the expedition against Quebec 
in 1690, and consequently was among those who became 
entitled to "rights" of land mentioned in another part of 
this work. This (act probably was what led Richard 
and family, and his brother-in-law, Thomas IMiillips, to 
settle in Ashfield, ( then called Huntstown,) which he, 
Richard, did about 1745. (Richard's son John, born in 
Deerfield, 1742, said his father removed to Ashfield when 
he was three years of age.) Ashfield was then a wil- 



• For a slisUtly difTtfrcal verMuii of ihii, >»ee . l//i//i//.r, Noie a. 
t See AptfndiA\ Koie 3. 
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dcrncss and Richard was ihe frst sclilcr.^ The locality 
where he selected his "right" and made his home is 
about one and one-half miles north-east of what is now 
known as Ashfield Plain, and is in the north-east part of 
the township. At this, point two roads cross at right 
angles, and Richard's house and farm was on the south- 
east corner where, forty years ago, Hiram Belding, Esq.,f 
lived, and where Mr. Leonard D. Lanfair now resides. 
Richard's house was about six rods south easterly from 
Mr. L«infair*s home. One-half mile, or less, west of this 
point is Hello w's Hill, and eighty rods north, Hear river 
runs from west to east. Opposite Richard's house on the 
north side of the road, and about forty rods east, is an 
ancient burying ground where lie the earthly remains 
of Richard Ellis and wife and several of their descend- 
ants. 

Of the scenes and incidents among the pioneers of 
this rough and rugged country, much has come down by 
Iratlition lo the present time. The country was moun- 
tainous, being on the eastern slope of the Hoosac range. 
The roads consisted mostly of trails and cow-paths; the 
snows were deep and the winters most rigorous. Added 
lo all the other obstacles which the earl}- settlers had to 
encounter, was the greatest of all, the danger from the , 
tomahawk and scalping-knife of the Indians. On one 
occasion Richard was alarmed by the Indians while in 
his sugar-bush, and, it is said, he made quick time to a 
place of safet)' with his five-pail kettle on his back. 

Richard related that, not unfrequently, messengers j 
would ride swiftly through the country giving warning i 
lo the inhabitants that the Indians were coming down ' 
upon them. At such times the women and children 
would be quickly placed on pack-horses and started for 
ihe old fort at Deerfield, some ten or twelve miles easterly 
from the Ellis settlement. Then the men and boys would 

* There in homc evidence cliac Richard b«ean hift settlement in Athflcid one or two ! 
ycnri. earlier than xYkU il.tie, while his family wa« yet in Deerfield. See AfpendiXy Note s. 

t Ilirani lielJing: was the father of "UelUing Brothers," the most extensive nianu- 
fai'ttirers of sewing silk in this country. See A//eNdix, 
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rally with their guns and drive back ihe savage foes. 
These Indians were from New York and Canad;i, and 
were very jealous of the encroachmenls of the wliiie 
man. The oUl JMirl at Deerlield was c<inslruvleil in 
early times, as a defense a<;ainst the Indians, and did 
good service for more than a century. 

Few of this generation can realize the privations and 
dangers encountered by the heroic men and women who 
pushed their way into these wilderness regions. Nearly 
all the conveniences of modern life were unknown among 
them. Simple and rude were all their im|)lemenls. Go- 
ing to church, to town, to mill, or on a neighborhood 
visit, was either on foot or horseback. Sometimes, in the 
spring of the year, from backwardness of the season, 
provisions became exhausted, and some of the inhabit- 
ants were obliged, it was said, to subsist for a time on 
the buds and tender leaves of basswood trees until crops 
could be grown. Not all even had salt for such a 
repast as this, and those who had were regarded as quite 
fortunate. But in spite of all their privations, they grew . 
up a most vigorous race of men and women, whose pos- 
terity have gone out and made a creditable mark on all j 
the institutions of this country; and the wealth of char- 
acter developed by these sturdy men and women, has | 
been a rich inheritance for their children. No privations | 
or obstacles seemed to daunt" them, and in some ways I 
unnecessary exposures were sought and encouraged as ' 
evidences of manly strength and in the belief that their 
systems were improved thereby. It is related that with 
some it was a lifetime custom, even in mid-winter, to 
jump out of bed in the morning, and without dressing, 
rush out to the wood pile, kick off the snow, and gather 
wood and kindling for the morning tire. They fancied 
that by" such means their constitutions were invigorated ; 
and certain it is that many of them h'ved to a great age.* 

* The Rubjcct of thU sketch was » cood example of the Klnrtly race froiu whicli he 
»priinK. riuiari-h, a Koman hUioriaii of the iimc century, Kiy« " The .incieiii Uriinn» were 
•0 habitu.nlly regubr and temperate that ihey ouly bei;an lo ^roH* old at one hundivd and 
twenty y<;ar»." 
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Richard Ellis was a true and loyal subject of the 
KInnr of England, and in 1754 when war broke out 
between England and France and extended to this 
country, and known as the "French and Indian War," 
Riih:inl was for aboul three years an officer in the 
commissary deparlmenl of the English or Colonial ser- 
vice in New* ICngland and New York. Richard Ellis, 
ii is said, was a man of strong will and remarkable 
mt-mory; his physical vigor and mental powers were 
retained in a high degree up to the last years of his 
life. His grandson, Dimick Ellis, who was born in 
Ashlield in 1776, was familiar with Richard during the 
last twenty years of his lite, and from him the writer 
(his grandson) obtained most of the items for this 
sketch. About the year 1764, Richard kept a country 
store and ashery in the north-east part of Colerain, a 
town about 15 miles in a north-easterly direction from 
Ashfield. His ledger or book of accounts covering the 
period from 1764 to about 1777, together with some 
correspondence had with him and others before and 
iluring the great Revolution, are now in possession of 
his great grandson, Mr. Lewis Ellis, of Belding, Mich. 
These books are quite a curiosity at this late day and 
give one quite an insight into what constituted articles 
of consumption in those times.^ ,In them are found the 
names of nearly two hundred persons who were resi- 1 
dents at that time, of Colerain and adjoining towns. Rum; 
and tobacco were articles then, as now, of too frequent j 
use, judging from the charges in these books. It is 
probable that this mercantile experience of Richard's was 
not a financial success, which may be accounted for from 
the fact that, according to his books, the largest part of 
pay for his goods he took in us/ics^ which he converted into 
pot and pearlash in his ashery. 

It also appears that Richard engaged in the milling 
business, in company with Mr. Chileab Smith, Sr., who was 
the third settler in Ashfield. Their mill was the first 

♦ K'lr s|H-i iiiicns of tlic«e ftCi*oiiiU«, *ee A^/t'Htiijr, 
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one built in that section, and was located on Bear river, 
about one hundred rods north of Richard's house, and 
about twenty rods east of the bridge on the roadway run- 
ning north toward " Baptist Corners," as the neighborhood 
where Mr. Smith lived was called. This grist mill 
was a very primitive structure, as were all similar mills 
in those times. The grinding stones were run by 
water power, but the bolting and elevating was done 
by hand or manual labor. 

In later years this mill came into the ownership of 
Richard's son Lieut. John Ellis and one of the Smiths, 
son of Chileab Smith,-, who conducted it for a number 
of years^ It would seem that the milling business 
was hereditary among Richard Ellis' descendants. Be- 
sides Lieut. John, Richard's youngest son Caleb, who 
settled at Ellisburg, Jefferson County, New York, about 
1795, built mills there. 

Also Richard's grandsons (sons of Reuben), Benjamin 
and Richard, and Jtenjamin's sons, Sleplu*n, Mosrs and 
Benjamm Jr., were millers nearly all their lives. The 
latter built and operated grist and saw-mills, in New 
York, Pennsylvania, Ohio and Indiana, as do several 
of their descendants down to the present time. 

About the year 1760 Richard's wife, Jane Phillips, died, 
and some twelve years afterwards he married Mary, widow 
of John Henryt of Deerfield, a town adjoining Colerain 
where he then lived, and had his store and ashery. 
Some years later, probably during the period of the 
Revolution, Richard returned to Ashfield, where he 
spent the remainder of his days with his son John 
and grandsons Benjamin, Richard and David Ellis (sons 
of Reuben], and grand-daughter Jemima Smith Annable, 
wife of Lieut. Edward Annable of Ashfield. 

That Richard Ellis' father was Welsh admits of no 
doubt, for besides Richard's own statement to that effect 
most of his descendants resemble that people and some 

* T\uH was CUileali Smith, Jr., who w;u born in 1749. and died in ANhfield, in 1843. 
t Kur un :iccininc of Mrs. Ifcnry :ii«d her tiiiiiiy, mx- .///•'/y«//.i-, N'oir 4. 
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of them show marked peculiarities of the Welsh race 
down to the sixth generation.* This is not surprising, 
for it is well known that peculiarities or trait|s of charac- 
ter are often very enduring. Strongly develovcd traits 
in a father will often show through many generations. 

This is seen well illustrated in the Jews, who al- 
though scattered through different countries and subject 
to many adverse influences retain their early marks of 
character and features to the present day. 

Of Richard Ellis' religious proclivities the writer knows 
little more than that he was an ardent Protestant, and it is 
fair to surmise that the ideas of religious liberty which 
brought the pilgrims to this country fully impressed him as 
a youth and extended to his manhood as well as through 
his entire life. Among the first settlers in Ashfield and 
even in the same neighborhood where Richard made a 
settlement, the Baptists were the first to organize their 
church and erect a meeting house, and from that time 
to the present that denomination has held a leading part 
in the religious sentiment of that part of the town of 
Ashlield. Three-fourths of a mile north of Richard's 
house was located the meeting house of this sect, and 
from that time to this that Ioc<nlity has been known as 
** Baptist Corners." The first minister located there was 
Rev. Ebenezer Smith, who married, in 1756, Remember, 
the second daughter of Richard Ellis. ^ 

Richard died Oct. 7, 1797, in his 94th year, at the house 
of his grandson Richard, the fourth son of Reuben Ellis. 
This Richard was born 1760 in Ashfield, and soon after 
his grandfather's defith moved to the northern part of 
Pennsylvania, where he engaged in milling and founded 
the town of Ellisburg, Potter Co., where he died in 
1841. His daughter Lucretia, who was born in 1806, 
and who is now the wife of Rev. John Stipp, a Pres- 
byterian minister of Scio, Oregon, gives the following 
account of t!ie last days of Richard Ellis, the subject of 
this sketch. The letter is dated Scio, May 26, 1884: 

* riic wriivr of litis skctcli was «»(ii.-c -.iskcil ** Imw Kwik he h;iJ Wen over.** Iiy :« Wehhinuii. 
who %.iiJ tli:it he Mroii)'ly roKciiiblcd KWi'^ies in W.ilo wiiiitn li« knew. 
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" I do not know liow old my great grandfather 
was when he came to live willi my father in Ashfield, 
but I have heard my father say that he was very spry 
and at So years of age conld jump upon a horse from 
the ground as easily as a lK)y. lie always appeared 
well : the night before he died he called my father, at 
least father thought so, but when he went to him he 
said he had not called him. The second time likewise 
he tliought he heard him call, but was again mistaken 
but at the third time my great grandfather said, * Well, 
go to bed, child, it is a token of my death, I have 
not called you ?' He died in the morning about nine 
o'clock apparently without pain." 

Jh'nr nil nccount of the Ellise^ of the old rmir.iry, .*!« well »« some in thix conniry not 
related !•• Kii'hnrU Kllis, !«ce .///••«#//>.] 



JANE PHILLIPS, who married Richard Ellis in 
Easton, M<nss., in 1728, was born July i, 1709. Iler 
parents were Capt. John Phillips and Elizabeth 
Drake, his wife, and her grandparents ( on her father's 
side ), were Richard and Elizabeth ( Packer ) Phillips of 
Weymouth, near Boston, and Richard was a son of 
Nicholas Phillips. 

Jane Phillips' sister and brothers were as follows : 
Experience, born 1699; Samuel, 1702; Joshua, 1704; Caleb, 
1707; Thomas, 1712; Richard, 1713. 

It does not appear whether Jane Phillips wjis born in 
Easton or Weymoulh, but more probably the latter place. 

It is said that she was a good woman and devoted to 
her family. She died in Ashfield about 1760. The Phillips 
family, of which she was a member, were numerous and 
influential in Easton and in Ashfleld. For a more full 
account of them see Appcmfix. 

* lit the town r^-conK of Ka^ton niul of Capt. PhilHpV Oinily, tliM n:uiie U wniien Jane, 

Jr:iii :iild J'Kiii. 
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Genealogical Record 

or 

^Uduivd anrt 3ianc 3iU\s 

AND TIIKIR DKSCF.NIiANTS. 

l''ollii\viu*r (his Rtfcurd there will he Personal Skelches of every one 
iiiciiiiiined herein, so far n» (he s.iiiu: c.in be ohininetl. The luiniben nl 
ihi' lii-;ul of each name in (he Record refer to the same number and i>erson 
ill the Sketches. 



FIRST GENERATION. 

(I.) KICIlARn HLLIS Born. 1704: Died. 1797 

(a.) J AXE PHILLIPS " 1709: " ♦itOo 

Married in £as(on, Mass., in 172S. 



SECOND GENERATION. 

CIIII.UKICN OF RlCMARl) AND JANK EI.LTS. 

4. Rkuiikn Ki.ms IJoni. 172S: Died, 17S6 

6. Hknjamin '* •' 1730; •• 1730 

7, Maky •• •' 1732; •• .... 

9. R KM KM HER " ** X735; " I795 

zi. Jank •* ** 1737: •• 1832 

13. Matthew ** ** 1739; " •••• 

15. JoiiK •* «* 1742; '• 1827 

17. Hannah ;' " 1730; ** 1839 

19. Cai.kh •• •* 1754: '• 1813 

Tlie first six of these children were horn in Eastbn. 
Tl)c record is found in the I)andwritin{f of Mrs. Ellis' father 
(Capt. John Phillips), who was town clerk. He adds to the 
ahove the following : "John Ellis, son of Richard Ellis of 
Iluntstown, born of his wife Jean in Deerfield.*' Hannah 
was probably born in Himtstown, (afterwards Ashficld.) as 
her parents resided there at that time. Caleb may have 
been born there, or elsewhere, as it was about this time 
lh;it the French and Indian war began, when all the settlers 
left lluntstown, and went to the older settlements east and 
south for three years. See Affcmlixy Note i. 

* N;iiiir« or rl:ite« with this mark (*) may not br txnctly^ but are very nr:irl)-, I'orrert. 
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THIRD GENERATION. 

(4) REVBEX ELXIS r-om. 172S; Died. 1786 

(5) niEHIT ABI.E SCOXX Horn, 1722; Died, 1S04 

Married in Sunderlnnd. Mass., in 1749. 
THEIR CHILDREN. 

2Z. Martha Ellis Born, 1750; Died, 1832 

22. Benjamin " *• 1751; " 1S34 

25. Reubkn " •' X752; •' 1S3- 

26. Jonathan •• •• 1754; *' 1812 

28. SuHMiT '• / •* 1756: " 1834 

29. Richard " •• 1760; •* 1S41 

32. David " ' •• I7f>3; ** ^^43 

The firNt two of the above children were horn in Sunderland, nnd the others in Akhficid. 



(7) MARY EI.LIS 15orn, 1732. 

No re(K>rt from her or her descendants, if the had nny. 



(9) RBniEmilER EI.LIS Uorn. 1735; Died, 179S 

(xo) Rev. EllENEZKR smXH '* 173-4; '* 1S24 

Married in Ueerneld, in I7S^». 

THP.IK CHn.DKIV.^-AII born in A^^hi'ield. 

34. Irknk Smith Horn, 1757; I)ic«l, 1834 

36. ]*RESERVED ** ** I759; ** 1834 

38. JKMIMA '• •• I761; " 1835 

40. Khoda •• " 1762; *' 1837 

42. KiiKNr./.RR,jr.** '• 1766; •• 1855 

44. OltEU ** *• 1770; ** 1828 

46. KlCHAKD •• '* 1774; •* ISOC) 

(XZ) JAXB KLrl^IS Horn, 1737: Died. 1S32 

(xa) JOHN 1*1III.I.I1*S 1734: •• 1805 

Married in Kaslon, Masii., about J7S9* 
THEIR CHILDREN-All born in Ea»ton. 

47. John Piiiujps, Jk Horn, 1761; Died, 1841 

49. Molly " '• 17O3; '* 1S31 

51. Enos •* *' X765; '* 

53. PERCis(ason)" " 1767; " 1829 

55. Hannah •• ** 1770; •' 1S56 

57. Marcy *• " 1773; " 1832 

59. Phkhe •* '* 1777: •* 1S63 

6z. Sally *• " 1750; " 1S62 



{13) MATTHEW KI.I.1S Morn 1 739. 

No rcpurt from him or \u% descenduiitc, if he had any. 
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(15) JOHN BLI^IS Born. 1742; Died, X827 

(16) 3IOI.I.Y DinilCK •• 173S; '• 1S27 

Mnrried in Ashlicld, in 1763. 
THEIR CHILDREX-All born in Ashfield. 

63. Hannah Ellis Born, 1764; Died, 1S39 

65. DiMicK •' •• 1766; " 1773 

66. Jank •' •• 1769; " 1S12 

68. John. Jr. " " 1771; " 1848 

70. KuwAKi) " " 1773; " iSoi 

72. DiMicK •' •* 1776; •* 1S57 

75. SvLviA " •• 1779; " *'S3i 



(17) HANNAH ELLIS Bom, 1750; Died, 1839 

(18) JAAIl^S FULXON '• 1749; " »S34 

Married in Ashfield or Colerain, Mass. 

THEIR CHILDREN-AI1 bom in Colerain. 

77. RoiiRRT Fulton Bom. 1773; Died 

79. Jamks, Jr. '• " 1775; '• 1S3S 

80. Calku •• '• 1777: •• 1S63 

8x. Davio •• •• 1779; ** •••• 

83. LUCKKTIA ** •* 1752; •• 1843 

85. Dan I RL * " 1784;* '* *«S^»5 

87. Klijah •• *« 17SS; •' i8-.»9 

89. Nathan " ** i7(/r. ** 1844 

91. jKsse ** •• 1792; •• 1834 

95. Sarah " •' 1797: " 1S72 

19 CALKB CLrLrlS Born, 1754; Died, 1S13 

(20) RIARV CROUCH " 1757 " 1813 

Married al>out 1779. \ 

TIIKIR CHILDREN— Horn, lome in Central Ktw York and some at Ellitburs. Jefferson 

County, N. Y. 

97. Danifl Ellis.... Born, 17S0; Died, 1S62 

99. Hannah " •* X7S2; " .... 

xox. John •' " 17^4; " 1847 

105. Jank *• •* 1786; •• 1849 

108. Thomas " •' 1788; " 1877 

izx. SfjUiKK •• •• 1790; '• 1813 

XZ2. Jamrs •* " 1792; '• 1S23 

115. ROUERT •• . " 1794: *• 1863 

118. Tolly •* ** i79^»; " young 

1x8. Sally '* " 1798; ** 

xx8. Bktsky •' '• x8oo; " 

* Naiiif^ or (hiie^ uiih this mark (•) may nut !>c CK:ictly, but arc very nearly, ctn reel. 
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FOURTH GENERATION. 

(22) BKNJAIIIIX BI.I.IS norn, 1751: Died. 1834 

(23) RUTH PIK£ " ... : " .... 

Manictl in Asliliclti. March 15. 177.1. 

OK TIIF.IK CHlLI>RKN*8ieplieii ami Lnrenca were born lit AshrivlJ, the otlivrs 
]irul)ahly in l^cvrfield. 

119. Stkpiikn I'J.i.i.s Horn, 1775: I>ittl. 1H3- 

Z2X. LUKKNCA *' " 1777: " '^53 

123. ]Vl0SKS •* *' I7S0: •• 1849 

125. Dan'iki. ** " ... : *" I Si 2 

X26. Hk.njamin "Jr " 17S.1: •• 1S5,) 

128. Keuiikn '• •* 17S6: *• JS45 

130. Mehitable *' •• : " 

132. Chelometh " •• : *• 



(26) JONATHAN BLLIS Horn. 1754: Died. 1S12 

(27) LOIS AI.I.IS '* ... ; " 1S40 

Nfarried in Ash field, March, I7(>9. 

In tlii« fiifnily there were eifht children: Jonathan, Klijah, Rculien and a Jaughier ilied 

in infancy. 

X34. Suhmit F.I.US Horn, 1S03; Died, 1S77 

X36. Ahki. WK.ST •• *' iSor»; " 1S77 

X38. John ALUS •' '• iSoq; Living 

X40. BoADiShlA, '• •* iSli; ** 1849 



(29) RICHARD lElAAS Porn. 1760; Died, 1S41 

(30) EUNICE CUII.SON - 1763: " i79' 

Married in ARhfield, Tec. 13, 1780. 
THEIR CHILDKEr^— Werean follox^-*- all born in A^hAeltl. 

X43. Hakkord Ellis Born, 1781; Died, 17S2 

X44. Lydia " 

X46. ASAPII " 

X48. Hannak ** 

Z5O. LUCINDA •• 

X52. Consider *• 



• I7S3; 




TS19 


* I7S5: 




. . . .' 


' '7«7; 




iSio 


' 1789: 




.... 


' 1791: 




. . • • 
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129) KICHARD CL.LrlS) the above— second wife. 

(31) CIILOB CHILSON^ Born. 1767; " iSiq 

Marricil Feb. 19, 1 792. She was a .sister of Eunice. Richard's first wife. 

OK I III'.IK L'llll.OkKN— Sonic uerc born in .AAbfiekl, arCiiie in Southern Now York, and 
others ill the northern part of l*eiinbylvania« .-i» follow^: 

154. J««HN I'.iJ.is Horn, 

156. Kii.NurK •• •• 

158. KiCMAKI* *• JR •• 

160. David " ** 

162. Poi.i.Y •* *• 

IiKNJAMiN *• •* 

*ril(»MAS J •' ** 

163. r«»ii.Y •• •• 

MKIIirAl.l.K** " 

165. IjCkKIIA •• •* 

168. IIakry •' ,». •• 

170. Ki.i/.ai;ktii •' 

172. Kkumkn •• •• 



179.!; 


Died. 


I8<>j 


i7«m; 




.... 


'795; 




1827 


1797: 




1857 


»79*): 




»7W 


iS(x>; 




1800 


iSoi; 




x8o3 


1H03; 




.... 


uSof; 




iSi»5 


l8o6- 


fl 


.iving 


iS<i«;; 




X88s 


1811: 




.... 


1813. 




• ••• 



(32) I>AVID KLLIS Born. 1763; Died, 1843 

(33) SARAH WASHBURN «* 1764; *' 1S4S 

Married in Abbfield, Jtily 8, 1784. 
THEIR CIIILDKEN— Akfollowv-wereull bora in Athfield. 

174. Mklinda Ellis Born. 17S5; Died, 1S62 

176. William •' *• 1787; •• 1S73 

178, Sarah •• f •• I7i)t); •• 1853 

180. David •• Jr •• 1793; •• 1866 

182. RKiihxcA '• •' 1799; 



163) HANNAH ELLrlS Born, 1764; Died, 1839 

(64) APOX.I.OS %VI1.1.IAMS *• 176S; •• 1S4S 

Married piobably in A>hrieM, 17S9. 
THEIR CHILDREN. 

184. KiioiM Williams. Born I7i;<r, Dieti, 1875 

186. Hannah *' ** 1793; ** 1871 

188. Daniel •• ^. " 1795: •• *iSi3 

190. .M'lii.Los •• Jr " 1797; •• 1866 

192. John •• •• 171)9; " 1825 

194. Ali'JIKUs •• *• iS<)i; ** 1S77 

196. Edward •' •' 1804; •• 1S47 

• Namc» or date« with thi» mark (^) may not be exactly, but are very nearly, correct, 
t IJving at this date— 1885. 
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(66) JANK BI.I.IS lU.rn. 17^^;; Died. 1S12 

(67) SAMUEL LINCOI.N " " 1812 

Married in A&h field, 17S8. 

THCIK CHILDKEN— Some born In Aslifield, and others in Central New York. 

[So little ii known of this family that the order of their birth caimot be given correctly.l 

X98. Phebe Lincoln. 

X99. Tolly '* 

200. Hannah " 

201. Marilla •* Born, 1805; Died, XSS3 

202. Betsey '• 

203. Thomas " 

204. Anna 

205. Bknjamin •* Born, T812; Died, 1858 



<0S) JOVLff BLX^IS, Jr Born, 1771; Died, 2 84S 

(69) ABILENA PHILLIPS " " 1854 

Married in Ash field, Dec. 30, 1795. 
THEIR CHXLDREN-All bora in Nilcs, Cayuga County, N. Y. 

206. Vespasian Ei.t.is Bom. 1797; Died, 1818 

207. Sylvia " *• 179S; *' 1S5S 

209. A /EL •' •' i7«>9: •' 

211. IfAKiuKT •* ... •• iSoi: •• iSoi 

2X2. TA.MKR •• •* 1802; " .... 

2x4. Hiram •* *• 1804; •• .... 

216. Eliska •* '• 1805; f Living 

2x8. Kh'Iiari) •• • ** i8<»fi; •• 1S53 

220. riTTS " *• 1808; '* 

222. John J. ** •• 1810; fLiving 

224. Charles ** •• 1811; «• 1812 

225. Benjamin " •• 1S13; •' 

227. EiiE.NEZER •* •• 1815; {Living 

229. Ruth ** •• 1S18; •• 

23X. Anthony W. ** •• 1820; '• 



(70) EDTITARD ELLIS -.Born, 1773: I^icd, 1S01 

(71) A3IIAXDA FLO^SVER . " 1S7- 

Married in Aslificld, June 14, 1798. 

THEIR CHILDREN— Rom in Semproniun (now Moravia). N. Y. 

233. Cyki's Elms Horn, ivyy, jLiviiig 

235. EuwakuD." •• iSoi; Died, 184S 

tLiviiig at til is (laic— 1685. 



Digitized by 



Google 



23 

(73) DIMICK KI^I^IS r^rn. I77r.; Uicd, I.S57 

173) I'Ol.I-Y ANNAKLE '• 1774; iSjO 

Marricil in Asli field, Dec. 1 1, I7<y). 
THKIK CHILDKEN-AH born in Ashfield. 

237. DKSiAir Eli.is Horn, j 803; Died, 1 SSo 

239. Richard* '• •• 1S05; •• 1878 

241. Lewis •• '• 181 1; f Living 

243. John '• •• 1815; 



(75) SYl,VIA BX^LrlS Born, 1779; Died, 1829 

(76) ASH£R BCLDING ' 1777; 

Married in Ashfield, where all ihcir children were born. 

245. Ekknk/ek Hkluini: Itoni ; Uicd, .... 

246. Akktus •• •• ; •• ♦1840 

247. Jank " •• ; •• 1870 

249. VoLNEY •• •• 1S14; ILiving 

251. Thomas •• •• ; •« *i8So • 

253. Chandler •• " ; •• 1884 



(97) DAXIBI. niA^lS Born, 1780: Died. 1863 

(98) CHRISTINB G. SALISBURY... " 17S0; '* *i832 

Mnrried in 1802, in A«lanis, Jefferson Co., N. Y. 
TllkllR CHILDREN— Horn in Aduniss JeAcrM>n Co., .N. V. 

260. Eli/.ahkth Kllis Born, 1S04; Died. 1S73 

264 >Iaria *• 

266. LORKN/O n. *• 

268. Catjiarink •• 

270. Groat N. •* 

272. Marcus A. '• .... 

273. Ai.nKRT •' 



1S07; ' 


* • • • • 


1805; • 


• 1^75 


1813; • 


1S30 


I8I5; ' 


1S70 


1817: ' 


' 1879 


1S20; 


• ^S59 



(99) HANNAH CLLIS Bom. 17S3. Died. . 

(xoo) C09IF0RX CHAPBIAX 

.Married in . 

THEIR CHILDREN-Were bom in . 

276. SinMF.Y CiiAi»MAN Bom : Died. . 

278 Darius " *• ; '* 

280. John •• '* ....; •' 

282. .Squire •• ** — : '• 

284. Ei.iSHA •• " ....: •• .. 

* Njkiiic^ or liatc^ Willi this mark (*) may not be ex;ictl|', but arc very nearly, curret^i. 
t Living ftc thia date— 1M5. 
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(lOI) JOHN lil^LlS Bom, 1784. Died, 1847 

(Z02) niARY STII.1YK1.1. •• .... 

Married in — , iSl — 

THEIK CHIf.DKKN-Honi in . 

286. Cai.i:ij Kllis Horn ; Died 

288. SnUIRE '• .... •• ... • *• 



.liorn, ...; Died, 1S37 



(lOZ) JOIIX EI^LrlS— Second wife. 

(103) IllSTSEY SmiTH 

Married in , about — ^ 

THKIR Cnil.URKN— Horn in . 

290. .Mary Ei.lis ^. Born, . . . ; Died, 

292. Damei. •• •• ; " 

294. Roger ** •• ; 

296. Hannah " •• ; 

(lOX) JOHX KI^l,IS— Third wife. 

(Z04) KAX£ DURA?i7 Born ; Died. 

Married in , about . 

ONE CHILD— Corn in . 

298. Edward Ellis Born, ; Died, 



(105) JANK EI^I^IS Born, 17S6; Died, 1S49 

(Z06) AMASA SI11£LI>01V " ....; '• 1S45 

Married in 1606, in Ellisiburi;. N. V. 

TIIEIK CHILPUKN-Dorn in Klli^burj;. 
300. Paklby Siici.don Born. iSio; Died, 1.S62 



302. William " 

304. Plill.0 

305. KOBKRT •• 

307. Amos •• 

308. Am ASA •' 



*• 1S12; •• 1S70 

*• 1S13; - * 1S73 

•• 1S15; •• iSSo 

- 1817; *• .... 

•* 1S20; ** .... 



(XO8) XHOMAS E1.I«I$ Born. 1788; Died, iSfn^ 

(109) HANNAH SALISBUKV '* 1793; " iS()7 

Married in 1S12. in KHiNburg, N. Y. 
THEIR CHlLDKEN^Dorn in licllcville, N. Y. 

310. Richard Ellis Born, 1S13; Died, 

3x2. Russkll •' 

3x4, Sarah •• 

3x6. David •* 

3x8. Calkh " 

320. Mary " 

322. Vial (a son) ' 

324. Jank •■ 

326. Hannah •• 

328. Phewk •• 



liiis; • 


:u 

1S50 


1816; • 


.... 


181S; • 


XSS4 


1S21; • 


• • . • 


1823: • 


.... 


1827; * 


1840 


I S29; * 


1878 


1S32; • 


x86o 


1S34; ' 


' 1S75 
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(112) JAUIKS CX^I^IS Born. 1792; Died, 1823 

(113) UACIIHX^ >V£ISHU ....; " MSsS 

Married in Elli^burg, N. Y., about T815. 

THKIK CliILUKi:N-AU Horn in EllUburg. 

330. NfARY Ann Ei.lis Born, 181O; Died, ..,. 

332. Thomas " •* 181 7: •* 187O 

334. John W. - *• 1S18; " 

336. Isaac ** " 1822; " 



(115) RORERT BLrLrlS Born. 1794; Died, 1863 

(116) IIIARY >VKISGR " 1798; " ♦1879 

Married in El]isbur|r, N. Y., 1816. 
THEIR CHILDREN-All bem in EUUburff. 

340. Lyman Em.is Bom, 1817; Living. 

342. Jane " •• i8i8; Died,*i855 

344. Mary 
346. Charlotte 
348. James 
350. KOUKRT 
352. Gad 

354. Harmon 
356. Kachill 

355. Catjiakink 
360. Franklin 



ISI9; 






i82z; 




■ • • • 


1822; 




1871 


1824; 




X884 


1826; 




1862 


1828;* 




• • • • 


1830; 


Living. 


1831; 


Died, 


• • • . 


1834; 


*« 


.... 



FIFTH GENERATION. 

UcMcciidantii of Benjautln Br. (aa), Reuben (4), and Rlcliard 
Elllii, of Attlilleld, UlaiiM. ^ 

(119) STBPHISN CX^X^IS Born, 1775; Died. 1838 

(120) SUSANAH CORURN " 1819 

Married at or near Sempronius, N. Y., about 1800. 
THFIK CHILDRE.V— Horn in Sempronius. 

362. Prudence Ei.lis Born ; Died, ... 

364. Mkiiitaule •• ....; •* 

366. Gkateful '• " ... ; •* .... 

368. Jonathan " " ; *• .... 

370. Abigail ** " ....; •• .... 

372. Lester " '• ....; •• .... 

374. Lois '• " ; " ... 

* Nkinn or dales with this mark (*) may not be exactly, but are very nearly, correct. 
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(lai) LrURI^NCA ELrLrlS »orn, 1777; Died. 1853 

(Z22) JOHN PHELPS •• . ..; " .... 

M.nrried probably in or near Moravia, N. Y. 

THEIR CHILDKRX— Born ai ornear Moravia. 

376. John Phelps, JR Born,*iSi8: Died, ... 



(X23; mOSES ELrLrlS Uorn, 17S0; Died. iS.jq 

(Z24) ELIZABETH JUDD " 17S2; *' 1S41 

Married in Cayuga Co., N. V., Oct. 14, 1S04. 
THKIR CHILDRCN— Born in Cayuga County, except the last one. 

380. Laura Ellis Uorn, xSo6; Died, ... 

382. Mary JUDD •• •• iSoS; " 

384. Lewis •• •• 1811; •• 

386. Eliza Ann " •• 1813; •* 1843 

388. HesterAnn" '• 1S16; •• .... 

390. An.nibS. •• •' 1822: " 1849 



(X26) BENJAMIN ELLISt Jr.* Horn. 1784; Died, 1859 

(X27) ABIGAIL HOWARD " 1793; ** 1SS3 

Married in Semprontus, N. Y., Feb. 23, 1809. 
THEIR CHILDREN— Bora in Sempronius or near there. 

392. Rhoda Ellis Born, 1813; Died, 1833 

393. Myron " •• 1817; •• 1858 

395. Lewis R. " " 1822; " .... 

397. Amanda M, •• •• 1826; " .... 

399. Nathan n. '• " 1834; " 



(Z28) REUBEN ELLIS I^orn. 1786; Died, 1S45 

(129) ELIZABETH KING •* 1793: " 1876 

M.nrried in Cayuga Co., N. Y., about 1812. 

THEIR CHILDREN— Born tome in Cayuga Co., tome in Orleans Co., and 
the younger in Clymer, Chautauqua Co., N. V. 

40X. OuvET Ellis Horn, 181 2; Died, .... 

403. Henry K. •* " 1813; •• 16— 

405. EuNiCK " •• 1S15; •' 1816 

406. Fan.ny •' " 1816; *• 1S17 

407. Daniel " " 1817; •• .... 

* Karnes or dates with this mark (*) may not be exactly, but arc very nearly, correct. 
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409. l-i»MUNi) Ei.Lis Born, i8ig: Died, 1S57 

411. Lois E. ** '• rS2i; " 

413. LVDIA E. •• •• X823: •• 1S62 

4x5. Edwin M. •• •• 1825; " .... 

417. Elizaueth " •* 1S2S: •' 1852 

4x8. Keuuen E. " •• 1832: *• 

420. ALFRKD O. •• •• 1835: •• 



(13O) niCHITAIILrlS BX^X^IS Born.*i78S; Died, 

(ijx) X^AWREXCC KCHIP ..... •• 

Married proiiabty in or near Sempronius (now Moravia), N. V. 
No report of iheir children. 



(132) CHCI^OraCTH BX^LrlS Bom.*f 790; Died, 

(133) ^WALrXKR AVEUY 

Married probably in or near Sempronius, Cayuga Co., N. V. 
No ret*on of ih«ir cliiUlren. 



IteiicenclaiiUi of Jonatliaii <a6)« Reuben (4), and Rlclinrd 
Bllliiv of Aiilifleia. 

(134) SUBMIT BI^I^XS Bom. 1803; Died, 1877 

(135) XAXUANXBX^ HAVBNS '* xSoo; - 1874 

Married in Moravia, N. Y., Sept. 9, 18x9. 
THEIR CHILDREN-Bom in MoraiviA. 

436. George Havens Born, iS2x; Died, 1855 



428 Lois '* ... 

430. Sarah Ann " . . . 

432. Miranda Jank " . . . 

434. Susan *' ... 

436. Nathanxel •• Jr 

438. Lyman " . . . 

440. Jons Wkst *• ... 

442. SUIIMXT •' ... 



1824; " .... 

1826; •• .... 

X831; •* .... 

1S34; " 16S5 

X838; •• ... 

X842: •• .... 

1S45; •• .... 

1S4S; " .... 



* Names or dates with ihb mark (*) may not be exactly, but are very nearly, corrcet. 
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(X36) ABEI^ WCST ELLIS Bom, x8o6; Died, 1877 

(X37) MARGARET I^ORTOX " 1806; •• 1866 

Mnrried 1832, in Alleghany Co., N. Y. 

THEIR CniLDREN— The first lx>m in Alleghany Co., and the others in Ripley, 

Cltaiit.'inqu.i Co., N, Y. 

444. Van R. Ellis Born, 1833; Dictl, 1877 

446. John S. " •• 1835; ** 1S35 

447. Cyrus " '• 1837; " 

449. Amakilla ** '• 1839: " 1858 

451. Sarah J.' " •' 1841; " 1884 

453. Mary Ann •• ' " 1S43; " 



(138) JOHX ALLIS ELLIS Born, 1809; Died. 

(X39> ELIZA AXN FAIRCHILD " 1813: " 

Married March 20, 1833 in . 

THEIR CHILDREN-Bom in Cooneaut, Ohio. 

455. William Avery Ellis Born, 1833: Died, 

457. Orson Henry " •• 1835; •• 

459. Mary Jane •* •• 1837; •• 

461. John Demetrius •' • 1842; " 

463. Julia Frances " 1845; •• 

465. Sarah Alice •* '* 1850; •• 



865 



(X40) BOADISEA ELLIS Born, 1811; Died, 1851 

(X4X)- TiriLLI Aai >V. KING •' 1799; Living 

Married in 1839 '^^ Moravia, N. Y. 

Of their five Cliildren two died in infanqr. 

467. William R. King Bom, 1841; Died, 1871 

468. Charles D. •* •• 1843; " ... 

469. Emily D. " " 184S; •' .... 



X>eiicendaiiUi of Klciiard (29)9 Reuben (4)» and Rtcliard 
131110* af Aslifleld. 

(X44) LVDIA ELLIS Born, 1783; Died 

(X45)' DANIEL «• BACON ....:'• *i855 

Married — . 

THEIR CHILDREN-Born in Dclmar, Tioga Co., Pa. 

470. Olu'ER Bacon Born ; Died 



Lewis 
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Danif.l Bacon Born.... ; Died, . 

Nancy '* " ....; " . 

KiNicK •' •* — : " 

Man.naii •• •' ; •• . 

CiiLOK " ** . ; 



(146) ASAPH BLrl^IS Born. X7S5; Died, ... 

1147) AMANDA SPCNCBR 

Married 
THEIR CHILDREN^Oorn ia CUarfield Co., P.i. 

483. Charles Ellis Bom ; Died, 



Richard 
Horace 

CilAUNCY 

Pliny 
Hannah 



(Z50) LrUCIXDA HLrLIS Bom, 1789; Died, 1842 

(Z5X) DAVID HENRY " ....; " .... 

Married _— 
THEIR CHILDREK— Bom oear Wellsbora. Pa. 

495. William Henry Bom.... ; Died, 1882 

Charles . •• " ... ; 

David •• • ..; 

I^viCA " * ; 

Mary •' .... *• ...; •• x8>i 

Lydia •• •• ; 

MAKGAREr ** •* ....; 



(152) CONSIDBR HI^I^XS Bora, 1 791 ; Died,*x866 

(153) nARY I^OYEX^I^ •* •• .... 

.Married in or near Delmar. Pa. 
THEIR CHILDREN. 

SCO. George Ellis Born ; Died, ... 

lOHN •* i« . ft 

Pkudbnce " •• .,..: •• .... 
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. ISom, 1794; Died, 1862 
.".... " 1837 



(154) JOHN ELLIS 

(X55) BLIZ ABKTH FAULKNER " .... 

Married in 

THEIR CHILDREN— Ten in number, but names of five not known. Born, 
Lycoming Co., Pa., and in Ellicottville, Cattaraucut Co., N. Y. 

506. Ralph Ellis Uorn, 1829; 

508. John •* •* ; Died, 

509. William " •• ....; '• 

511. LUCINDA " •* ....; *• 

513. Margaret" •* ; " 



1847 



(156) EUNICE ELLIS Horn, 1794: Died. 1874 

(Z57) REUBEN HERRINGTON " 1791: 1S62 

Married in Tompkins Co., N. Y., about 1813. 
THEIR CHILDRE.V-Bom in Tioga Co.. Penn. 
5x4. Jacob Herrington Born, 1815; Died, 

515. Sarah Ann 

516. Nancy •• •• 1819; ** 1843 

5x7. Charles 
5x8. Geo. W. 

519. Dekoy 

520. Harriet E. 
52 X. Horace P. 



X If 


• < M 


f< t« 


4< 


1 .f 


It 


«4 





IFI7; 


** 


1819; 


" I 


I82I; 




1823; 




IS25; 




1830; 




1837; 





.Uorn. 1795; Died, 1827 
. " 1802; " 1855 



(Z58) RICHARD ELLISt Jr« 

(Z59 PAXIENCE HERRINGTON 

Married Feb. 3d, 1818, in . 

THEIR CHILDREN- Bom in or near Delmar, Pa. 

522. Amasa Ellis Horn. 1819; Pied 

524. C0N.SIDRR " *• 1S21; •' .... 

526. Sam'lGilbert *• •' 1S22; •• 1650 

528. JohnM. •' •' 1S25; •' ... 



(z6o) DAVID ELLIS ...Born, 1797; D»«<1. 1857 

(z6x) ORILLA DimiCK •* i8oj; '• 1867 

Married Jan. 13th, 1S19. in . 

THEIR CHI LDKLN— Horn in Shippcii. Tioga Co., I'cnn. 

530. Thankful Ellis Bom, 1820; Died, .... 

532. Chloe •' ** 1S22; •• '.... 

534. Chester •« •• 1823; *' 
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536. Jkikkkson Ei 
538. Makia 
540. IIakkv 
542. CkKTiA Ann 
544. Hakkk D. 
546. SkvmoUR 



3> 
LIS Born, z8s6; Died, XS77 



182S; ** X864 

1831; " .... 

1836; " .... 

1838; •• .... 

1846; •* .... 



<l63) POLLY ELLIS Born, 1803; Died, . . 

1164) PAUL I^. I>1MICK •• ....; 

Married in , about — — 

ONE CHILD— Burn in 

548 . ——_____ 

ilO%) LUCRETIA ELLIS Bom. i3o6; Living 

(I66) Rev. BENJAHIIX AVERY Died. *i846 

Married in or neur Delmar, Pa. 
THEIR CHILOREN^Threc or four in number, but names uec known. 

549 



(165) LUCRETIA ELLIS AVER Y.-Second husband. 
(I67J RCT« JOHN STIPP.... Born ; Died 

Married . 
ONE CHILD-Uorn in . 

(168) HARRY ELLIS Born, 1809: Died, 1885 

(169) BEXSEY SEELEY *• 1SS5 

Married — — , 183., in Ellisburg. Penn. 
THKIR CHILDREN-AM born in Kllitburs. 



• • 


• 


• < •• 


• » 

• • 


• < 
1< 


• • *4 


• • •• 





554. William 

556. KiciiARU '• •• 1S40; 

558. Orson 

560. Marion 

561. Amasa 

562. CKNr.TT 

563. Ella 



(170) ELIZABEXH ELLIS Bom, 1811; Died, 

U71) >V. M. CHAFFEE ...; " 

Married — — , 

THEIR CHILDREN- 
564 
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(X72) REUBEN EX^I^IS Born, 1813; Died, ... 

(173) SEELEY •• ....; " .... 

ONE CHILD- 
566. . • 

UcHCciiclaiitN of lliivUl Hr. (jj), Uciififii (4), iiii«l Ulcliartl 
KlllH, of Alili'lield. 

ri74) MELrlXnA EX^LrlS Uorn, 17S5; Died, 1862 

(X75) JOHN >VING " ....; ** 1S57 

Married in Ashficld, Mass., about . 

ONE CHILD.— Born in Erie, Pa. 

568. Hamilton Wing Born : Died, .... 



(X76) WILX^I AHI ELrLrlS Born, 1787; Died, 1873 

(X77) RHODA FLO'IVER " 1789; *' 1S64 

Married in AshBeld, Mas<., altout 1808. 
THEIR CHILDREN— Bom. the Tint five in Ashfield« the othen in Springfield, Erie Co., Pa. 

570. William Ellis. Jr Bom, 1810; Died, 1SC5 

572. Charlks p. •• 

574. George •' 

575. Harriet " 

577. lucretia '* 

579. Samukl •* 

58 X. James F. •• 

583. Mary L. •' 

585. Joseph •* 

587. RUMINA •* 



IS12; 


• < 


1881 


I8I4: 


•• 


I8I4 


I8I5; 


t« 


1858 


I8I7; 


M 


.... 


I82I; 


«l 


.... 


1824; 


M 


1849 


1828; 


«« 


. • • • 


I83I: 


• 1 


.... 


1834; 


*t 


.... 



(178) SARAH EX^I^IS Born, 1791; Died, 1851 

(X79) Copt. JAMES FLrO>VER " 17S1: *' 1832 

Mariied in Asbfield, July sth, idio. 
THEIR CHH.DKEN-Uorn in Wetlcyville, Erie Co., Penn. 

589. EldridgbG. Flower Born, 1811; Died, 1832 

590. Sally II. ** '* 1813; " 2885 

591. David E, " " 181O; ** 

592. William S. " " 1821; " ... 

593. Clarissa A. " " 1S23; " .... 

594. Melinda J. " ■• 1S25; " 

595. LvDiA W. •• •• iSjS; " ... 

596. Phineas D. " •• 1830; •* .... 

597. James G. " •• 1S32; •• .... 
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l8o HAVin HI^LISv Jr norn, 1793; Died. 1866 

1181) UUMINA FLOWER " 1795; 1^73 

Married in Ash fie Id. aboiil 1814. 
rilKIK CHILD KEN.— Born, the fini thret in Athfielil, and the othen tn Springttrld. Pa. 
598 I 'M is\ Ki.i.is Honi. 1S15; Died. 

6i)l> MlllNHA " 

601 (il-oKCK " 

603. M.MJSIIAI.I. ** 

605. l.l.o^AKl) ** 

607. I'l-IKK 

609. S\KAII ** 

611. OkMAN K. •* 

|«)IIN •* 



101 ^; 1 '1 

i«i7: 


, 


iRib; 




1S20; 




1S23; 


' 


1S24; * 




1S27: 


.. . . 


iS2y; • 


1S70 


1832; 


• 1S35 



ilS'M) RKItCCCA CLLrlS Born, 1799; Died. 

<x83) JONATHAI^ TAYLOR 

Married — ^— . 
THEIR CHILDREN.— All born in Chillicothe, Ohio. 

613. I'lieiiK Taylor Bom ; Died. 

614. Sauaii *• •' ; " 

615. Mauv •• •' ....;.•• 



IU*MCtfiiclantM of John I£11Im, Jr. of MlleH« N. V., i68). Joint Hr* 
of AHlillvld, (15), and Ricliard KIUh. 

t2€>7) MVLVIA CLLIS Born. 1798; Dii-d. 1837 

(3o8) JOHN SPRACUK - 1793: * 1875 

Married in Scmproniuii, Cayuga Co., N. Y. in i8ir>. 
Til KIR CHILDREN— itorn in l*crry»l»iiris. N. Y. 

616. AL.MKRIN Shkaguk Bom, 1818: l>ied.*xS53^ 

617. l>Kl.lt.AII " •• 1824; •• 

6t8. LoiHiSKA •• " 1827; " .... 

619. I'ORl.lSKA •• •' 1831; •• 1853 

630. KlIKNK/.KR •• •• 1833; •• 



•209) AZKL ELLIS Horn. 179(); l>ie<l. 1863 

210) MARY HAOERHIAN r7i/»: " 1859 

Married probably in Cayuga Co.. N. Y. 

621. Kdwari) Kllis Bom, 1831; Died, 1857 

622. riiKUE •• " ... ; '• i860 

623. LyDIA '• •• ....; •• .... 
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(212) XAHIBR RLrLrlS Uom. 1S02: Died. 1855 

(2I3» MAXTHKW VANOKRHILrT... 1805; '• 1S77 

Marricrl i\fay Slh, 1827. in . 

TH1.IR CMM.DRKN-Horn in Kilci, N. Y. 

624. Abilena VANiiKKUiLT Born. iS!»S: Died 

625. Anukkw " •• 1832: •• .... 

626 Hannah " *• 183S; *• 



(2x4) HIRAM CLLrlS 

(215) 1'OLl.V FLOIYERS 

Married in Cayuga Co., N. Y 
THKIR CHILDREN. 



Hiirii. 1804; Died, 1874 



627. E1.1SHA Ellis. 
629. 



. Born ; Died, 



(2X6) BLISH A E1.I.IS Horn. 1805 

(217) HA>7NAH BRADLHV 1811; 

M;itric(l ;ii I'^nrnicrsvillc. I ml., in iSs-. 
TllKlR CMILUREN— Uorn in KarmerHvilk-, Intl. 

630. Nancy Ellis Horn 

632. Elizabeth" " ... 

634. AniLF.NA •• •* 

636. Ann •* •• 1S3H 

638. Jko. David" ' •• 1JS42 



TJving. 



Died. 



(2X8; RICHARU £1.1.15 Born. 1S06; Died. 1853 

(219) MARY P. SEI^OVIiR ..-. 1810; •' 1884 

Mnrrietl Nov. 6ih, 1827, in Nile*, N. Y. 

THEIR CHII.DREN.-The two fmt born in Nile*. N. V.. and \ht oihcrt in 
Jackson, Hardin Co.. Ohio. 



640. Isaac N. 
642. Catiikrinr 
644. Mary Ann 
646. William M. 

648. kichakd s. 

649. Sylvia Jane 
650 John 



Ellis Born, 1S29 

•• •• 1833 

" ** 1837 

" •• 1845 



Died. 



1S54 

2877 
1852 
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.jac» PITTS KLl^IS ...Bom. iSoS; Died. 1876 

(J21) I.VCIA in. IlALrCOni *' idi4; Living. 

MariiccI in Pcrrysbiirg. Catiaiaugus Co., N. Y., Feb. 23?!. 1832. 
THKIR CHILDRKN.-Born m Waukesha Co., Wis. 

651. KiiWAKii Et.VASTUS Ei.i.is Born, 183S: Died, 1S39 

652. IlKI.KN M. •• " 1842; •• .... 

653. LonosKAS. ** •• 1845: '* .... 

655 rrns H. •• •* 1851: •* 

657 ANNIK A. •• •• 1854; *• 



JJ2' JOHN J. ELLrlS Born. 1810; Uvint;. 

«3J3) CATHERINH SHLOVHR - i8r3; 

Married ai Nilcs. N. Y.. in 183-. 
THEIR CHII.DKEN.-AI! bom in Nilc». 

659. John K. Klus. .^. .Born, 1839; Died 

661. Martha " «' 1844; " 

663. J. Mv RON •* •• 1845: *• .... 

665. W. Si'i.ovKR •• '• 1852; " 

667. NkwtonS. •• " 1S55; •' 



(225) BKI^JAJIIIN £1.1^18 Born,*i6i3; Died, i8Si 

(226) JKIUIJUA VANDCRBIX^T • i8i6; " i§83 

Married at Niles, N. Y.. Dec xst, 1839. 

THEIR CHILDREN.— The iint four bom in Niles, N. Y., and the others in 
Marseilles, Ohio. 

669. \YiLU AM N. Ellis Bom, 1840; Died, 1863 

671. John II. " •• 1843; " .... 

673. Marshall " •* 1846; *• 1847 

675. Clarkkck L. •• *• 1848; •* .... 

677. Mary E. " '• 1S51; *• .... 

679. AiHLKNA •• •• 1853; " 1853 

681. Curtis Mu.o " '* 1856; " 1856 

683. Mkljni>aLouisa'* •• i86f; •• 

* Names or dates with this mark (*) may not be exactly, but are very nearly, corrocL 
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(927) EBBNBZBR ELLrlS fiom. 1815; Living. 

(228) THHODOCIA PHIX^LIPS 18..; 

Married in Farmersville, Ind., 183-. 
THEIR CHILDRKN. 

685. Jui.iA KU.I.S Horn ; Died, 

687. soi'hronia •• •• . . , . ; *' 

689. Edwin '• •• 1848; '• 

691. HaKKIICI' '• •• ; " 

693. Pitts *• '• 1852; " 

695. Mary " •• ; '• 1879 



(229) RUTH ELrLIS Bon>. 1818; Living. 

(230) GEORGE HALrLr 

Married in Nilcs, Cayuga Co., N. Y. 

No report from thi» familjr or ilicir children, if they Yiad any. They arc sand lo mide in 
Kichhiml, KaUmasoo Co., Mich. 



(231) ANXHONV E1.1.I8 Born, 1820: Living. 

(232) HANNAH VAN EXTEN 

Married Oct. I2th, 1843, in Niles, N. Y. 
^THEIR CHILDREN -Rorn ia Nile*. 

708. Elias Ellis Bom, 1844; ^^^ 

7x0. Isaac Nkwtok •• " 1846; •' .... 

7x2. Arthur Day *• ** 1859; " »**6r 

7x3, Della Jane •' •• 1864; •* .... 



DeMcendnniM of ISdwurcl filllii of NlleM. K. V.. 170), Jolin Sr 
orAHlifield, {i%\ and Rlcliard KIIIm. 

(233) CVRUS ELrLrlS Born, 1799; Living. 

(234) CLARISSA BIRCH " 1800; Died. 188 s 

Married March 31st, 1825, in Niles, N. Y. 
THIER CHILDKEN.-AII bom in Nile* (now Moravi.i>. N. Y. 

7x5. Edward D. Ellis Bom, 1826; Died, 1864 

7x7. Polly " 

7X9. MlNKRVA " 

72X. Clarissa •* 

723. Hiram " 

725. Cyrus •• Jr 

727. Birch *• 

729. Henry F. 

73X. Miles M. •• 



I82S; 




• • • • 


IS29; 




1872 


1832; 




.. .. 


1834: 






1836; 




1863 1 


1838: 




.... 


1843; 




1863 


1846; 




• • •• 
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(235) RD^ITARD D. HI^LrlS Born. i8oz; Died. 1848 

(236) LHONORA HI. CHAPIIIAN " 180s: " 1870 

Married at Monroe. Mich., Feb. 3d, 1830. 

TIIKIK i:itlLnREN. — All born in Monroe except the yOunise«t, who was born in Detroit. 

733 Makv MiNKRVA Ei.i.iR Horn, 1831; Died, 1884 

735..AMKI.IA •• •• 1S33: •• 

736. Edward CnAti.Es " *• 1835; " 

737 J'""* C. C. •• '* 1S37: •' 

739. Ki i/AiiKTii T. '• '• 1841; •• 1868 

740. Hknjamin F. '• •• 1H44; " 



IttfHceticlaiitH of OitiiicU Ellin (7a), Joliit Cir., (15), niicl Riclitirc] 
nil of AMlilield. 

ta37) DKSIAH KLrl^IS Born. 1803; Died. 1880 

(J38) XIRBRIUS BELrDING '* 1800: *' *i87o 

Married in Ashiield* Ma«$.. April loth. 1 828. 
IH KIM CHILDRF.M.^The fin* %ix bom ia Athfield. mad the other* in Belding, Mich. 

741. Anmaubl Belding Born. 1829; Died 

742. Francis •• " 1830; " 1876 

743. F.mvAKD " . *• 1832; •• 1863 

744. l*kJsciLLA *' •• 1834, •* 

745. Tiberius " Jr. " 1838; '• 

746. Waite •• •• 1840; *' 

747. Ellen " " 1845; " 

748. John •• " 1849; " *• 



1239) RICHARD ELrUS Bom. 1805; Died. 1878 

(240) HANNAH RANI^HV 1805; Living. 

Married in ARhficId. Nov. "Thanksgiving Day/' 1827. 
THEIR CHILDKEN --Boro in Piiistown, R«us»claer Co.. N. V. 

749. CUARi.Ks DiMlCK Ki.Ms Born. 1829; Living. 

751. Erastus Rankey '• *' 1832: 



(24Z) LrB^IVIS Bl^LrlS Born. 1811; Living. 

(242) LOUISA >VIl.SON 1S12; 

Married in Ashfield, Oct. 22nd, 1834. 
THEIR CHILDREN.— The first two bom in Athfield.|and the others in Beldini;. Mich. 1 
[Five others of their children, all sons, died in in£ancy.] I 

754. George n. Eixis Bom, 1837; Died. 1851 

755. George W. •* ... " 1851; 

757. Mary L. " " 1S55; 
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(243) I^r. JOHN ELI^IS Born. i8is, Living. 

(244» HIARV E* COIX " 1817; Died. 1850 

Married in Norwich, ^fA^«., 1S43. 

THE) K CHII.DKKN.-Delia bom in Grand Rapid». Mich, died in infunc) . 
The ochcn bora in Detroii. 

759. Alkricu Ellis Born, 1847; Died, 1848 

760. Wilbur D. " " 1848; 

943) Dr. JOHN E1.I.IS.— Second Wife. 

(a45) SARAH HI. l^HONARD..' Born. 1828; Uvins;. 

Married in Troy, Mich., Oct. — , 1851. 
THEIK CHILDKEN.— Burn in Detroit, and both died in inCincy. 

762. Lilly Ellis Burn, 1852: Died, 1852 

763. Edward Dkli. •• •• 1835; *• 1855 



DesceiidHtitii of Dniiiel Hlltn of Cllliiliurtr* N. V., (97), Caleb, 
(19), and Rlcltard of AHlifieKl. 

(260) ELrlZABKTH El^UIS Born, 1804; Died. 1873 

(26X) GEORGH PADDOCK r 

Married in EIlisbiiT(r, JefTer^on Co., N. Y. 
rilKIK CIIU,nUKN.~ll..rniu 

764. llK.NRY A. I'ADDOCK Boni ; Died j 

765. Maria " " ....; " .... 



(264) RIARIA ELrLIS Bom, 1607: Died. 1863 

(265) EX^ISHA SALISBURY 1807; 

Married in Eni«4biirg, N. Y., in — — . 
THEIK CHILDREN. 

766. Martha Salishurv Born, ....:Died 

767. AUIRAM " •• ...: •' .... 



(266) LORENZO D. ELLIS Born, 1805; Died, 1875, 

(267) niEHlXABLE B. MARXIN. .. '* *i8i5 : *' iBU»\ 

Married in Cobwell, Canada in X836. 
TIIEIU CHILDREN— Dorn in Canada and New York. 

768. Christina E. Ellis Bom, 1837; Died. ... 

770. Carrie M. •* •* 183*); " 

772. Myra '• •• 1842; " 

774. OuvER L. D. •• •• 1845; •' ... 
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(270' XICHOl^AS GROAT Cl^LIS . . . . Bom, 1815; Died, 1871 

(271) ZII.PIIA B. CASE 1818; •• .... 

Married in Blenheim, Canada West, Feb. 30, 1844. 
THEIR CHILUKKN— Itorn in Canada and in Ellitburc, N. Y. 

776. IlKNRY G. Elus Born. X 845; Died, ... 

778. GkorcrW. •• •• 1847; " 

780. MakcaretJ. •• '* 1849; ** 1857 

781. Edward D. •• •• 1851; " 

783. LkwisM. •• •• 1856; •• Z885 



1273) Ucv* ALfBBRT A* EL»I«I8 Bom, i8so; Died, 1859 

{2J4 KI^KCXA A. BARNCV " 1822; " 1854 

Married in Ellisburg, N. Y.. Sept. 22nd, X844. 

THEIR CHILDREN.-Born some in New York and others in Michiffan. 
(Helen C, Alice C, and Eva C. died in infancy.) 

785. Edward S. Ellis Bom, 1847; Died, . . . 

787. MaryL. •• " 1848; •• 1885 

789. (HARLKS S. '* " 1852; •• .... 

( J73) Rcv« AI^BERT A« HI«1«IS— Second wife. 

(275) MARV H. C;RnCSORY Born. 1821; Oird. i8s6 

Married June 2SU1. 1855, in Vlymouth, Mich. 

ONE CHILD.— Bom ia Brooklyn, Mich. 

791. Mary E. G. Ellis Bom, 1856-. Died 



l>eHc«nclniitM of Ttiotiiaii Blllii (108)9 of ECllliiliiirii:, N. V.t 
Cnlel> (19) mid Kidturd, of Anlifleld. 

(310 ) RICHARD El^I^IS Born, 1S13: Living, 

(,1II) EMII^V A. CLARK •• 1821; '• 1849 

Married in 1842 at Copenhagen, N. Y. 

ONE CHILD-Bom in Rodman, JeffcfMn Co., N. Y. 

794. Thf.oix)Re C. £u.is Bom, 1845: Died, .... 



131a) RVSSHLL ELLIS Born, 1815: Died. 1850 

(3«3) MARXHA COOK " 1817; "♦1876 

Married in Pulaski, N. Y. in 1835. 

ONE CHILD.— Bom in . 

796. lIiRAM Ellis Born, 1837; Died, .... 
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(3X4) SARAH HI.I.IS Horn, t8i6: Died. . 

(315) nAviD fui«xo:n 

Married in Belleville, Jefferson Co.. N. V. in 1836. 

THEIR CHILDREN.— All bom in Belleville. 

800. Jamks Kui.ton Horn ; Died. ., 

80X. Thomas •* •• ....; •• .. 

802. David *• Jr •• ; 

803. Chari.ks N. '* •• 1855; ** .. 



(3x6) DAVID KCI^I^IS liorn. 1R18: Dicil. 1SS4 

(3x7) PAHIBI^IA CI^ARK - 1865 

Married in Htfllevillc. N. Y. 
ONK DAUGHrFK.-Korn in Rclleville. 

805. Hannah Ellis Born, 1862; Died 

(Two other daughters died in infancy.) 



(3x8) CALBB ELLIS Born, 1820; Died. ... 

(3x9^ MARIA LOUISA BARKER ** <* 1858 

Married in Ellisburg, N. Y., Jan. 17, 1843. 
THEIR CHILDREN-Allbomin Ellitlmr|. 

808. Martha Ann Ei.i.is Bom, 1844; Died, .... 

810. Vial F. •• 1848; " 1864 

811. Russell " •• 1852; '• .... 

8x3. Henry D. •• *• 1854; *• 

(3x8) CALEB ELLIS Bom. 1820; Died 

(3x9)* CHRISXIM A E. ELLIS (2d wife). . '* 1837; 
Married at Elliibuig. N. Y., Oct. 11. i860. 
THEIR CHILDUEN-All Uorn in Ellitburg. 

8x5. Florknce E. Et.fis Born, 1863; Died 

8x7. Gko. Edwin •• •• 1S64; '* 

8x9. Albert F. •• •• 1869; •• 

* Daughter of Lorcnto D. Elli*. 8«c No. 76I, |Mge jl. 
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Mao) MARV BLrLrlS Born, 1823; Died, 

1311) I^KOKARD O. BARKHR " ....; " 

Married in Ellisbiirg, N. Y., in 1S43. 
TIJFJR CHILDREN.— Born in Voung. Onondaga Co., N. Y. 

821. Kannik Barker Born ; Died, 

823. Aiu>iE •* ** ....; '* 

823. IIannaiiJane •' '* ....; " 

824. Mary ADKLAiDE " " ....; •* 

825. Sarah liOUiSA " '* ; " 

826. TiiprstonGarnkr " '* ....; *• 

827. IIkrukrt Eur.KNK ** ** ,.,.; •• 1S73 



(328) PHCBB HI«I.IS Born, 1834; Died, 1S75 

(329) JOHN CIIAHIBISRI^AIX " 1870 

Married in , 1S6S, in Belleville, N. Y. 

ONE SON.-Born in Bcllevnie. 

828. John Chamberlain, Jr Born, 1S69; Died, .... 



(328) PHHBB I1I.I.IS-CHAMBBRI.AIX- 

GAXISS WHIXB— Second husband... Bom ; Died, 

Married in——, 1S72. 

TWO CHILDREN.— Born at Pulaski, N. Y. 

829. Gkorge WiHTE Bom, 1S73; Died 



830. Kllis 



'• 1S75; " .... 



DeHc^iidantn of janiett BlllUt (ii2)« of ElllMburfrt N« V«« Caleb* 
(X9)f and Rtcliard, of Atflill«ld, Masis. 

(33«) XHOMAS BrrLrlSf Bom, 1S17: Died, 1S76 

(333) CYNXHIA SHERMAX, " 1826; '• .... 

Married in Cllisburg, N. Y. 
THEIR CHILDREN— 

831. Polly Ellis ...Bora, ; Died, 

832. James ** " ....; *' 

833. NVnxiAM *• •' ....; •• 

834. Adelbert " '• ....; •* 

835. Levi •• •• ....; •• 

836. Thomas, " Jr *; ....; " 
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(334) JOHN W. BI^LIS Born. 1818; Died 

(335) MARY FULLER " 1825; " ... 

Married in Ellisburg. N. Y. 
THEIR CHILDREN.'AII born in ElltsStirg. 

837. Roderick D. Ellis ....Born, 1843; Died 

838. Helen " " 1847; " 1853, 

839. Martha '• " 1850; •• ....j 

840. Fred •• •• 1856; " .... 

(33^) ISAAC BLLIS Born, 1822; Died 

(337) MARGARET RBAHIHR " 1830; " .... 

Married in . 

THEIR CHILDREN.— 
84 X. Ellen Ellis Born. 1850; Died, ... 

842. Alexander •• " 1852; •' 

843. Benjamin " " 1855; " 

844. Frank '« " 1862; " .... 



ncMcciiclmits of Robert CIIIk (115). of SlIlAburfrt Bl« V., Caleto 
(19), unci Ulcliarclt of Atflilleld. 

(340) LYMAN HLrLIS Born, 1817; Died, 

(34r) MALVINA ZUFELX " 1829; " .... 

Married in EUisburg, N. Y., 1848. 
THEIR CHILDREN-AU bom in EIlitbur|. 

845. DcTTB L. Ellis Bom, 1850; Died, .... 

846. Fannie •' '* 1852; •• 

847. Arnita " " 1856; "^ .... 

(350) ROBERX ELLIS9 Jr Bom, 1S24; Died. 1SS4 | 

(351) BETSEY CHRISTIAN ** 1835; " 

Married in EUisburg. N. Y., in 1853. 
THEIR ClIlLDKKN.-AUbornia EUisbiirs. 

848. Gad Ellis Born, 1S54; Died, .... 

849. C11AK1.K8 •' •• 1857; •• .... 

850. William •• " i860; '• .... 

851. BVRON •• •• 1861; •• ..•. 
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SIXTH GENERATION. , 

licHcefidnuts of Stcplien £1118 (xz9)f of Fayette Co.* Iiid., 
itciijaiiiln (22), Reuben (4), aticl Rtcliara. of AMlifleld* 

(,{6j) PRUDCNCH BLrl^IS Born. 1799; Died. 1871- 

1J63) CIIAR1.es X. HARRIS " 1799; " i877 

Married in Cayuga Co., N. Y., May 11, 1817. 

Til KIK CHILDREN.— The fint two born near North fiend, Ohio; the others in 
Fayette and Henry counties, Ind. 

860 Si'KAN Harris Bom, 1818: Died, 

861. Mary Ann " ** 1820; ** 1821 

862. Charles \V. " " 1822; " 1831 

863. Stki'IIKn •* •• 1824; •• 

864. Dorr K. " •• 1827; " 1828 

865. I.KSTER E. • " •* 1829; •• 1S64 

866. LiCETTA D. - •• 2831; •• 

867. £Li/Ji " •• 1835; " 1873 

(364) HIEHIXABI^C HI^LrlS Bom, 1800; Died, 1S74 

r365) I«EV^IS ROBINSOX " 1791; " 1843 

Married near North Bend, Ohio, May 20, 1821. 
THKIR CHILDREN.— Dom some at North Uend, and the others in Fayette Co^ Ind. 

868. Mary Kuhlnson Born, iS 22; Died, .... 

E69. K1.IAS •• '• 1825; *• ... 

870. Kachki. M. •• * . *• 1827; " . .. 

871. MlNKKVA •• •* 1829; " 1873 

872. Martilla *• " 1834; •• 1S63 

873. Eunice " •• 1S38; •• x86o i 

874. Erasti's •• *• 1841; " .... i 

(366) GR ATHFULr EI^I^IS Born, 1803; Died, 1S83 

(367) CASPER TRASK " 1601; " 1873 

Married in Fayette Co., Ind., Dec 2d, 1821. 
THEIR CHILDREN. 

875. MouLTON S. Trask Born, 1823; Died, .... 

876. CLiVRissA •• •• 1825; •* 

877. Lettitia S. •• " 1827; •' .... 

878. Howell H. •' " 1829; •• .... 

879.1.01s *• *. " 1832; " 

880. Kdwaki* E. •• •• 1834; " 1S40 

881. Henry V. *• " 1837; " .... 

882. .Amki.ia A. *• '• 1840; •• 

883. DeKite E. •• " 1S44; •' .... 

884. RuBiR .S. •• " 1846; " .... 
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(3^8) JONATHAN CI«I.1S Born, 1805; Died, 1876 

^369) CHARLOTTE JEFFREY 

Married in Fayette Co., Ind., in 1829. . 

THKIR CHILDREN.— Born in Fayette Co. 

885. Louisa Ei.lis Born, . . . . ; Died, 

886. Alvah " 

887. William A." 

888. Mary " 

889. DiantiiaJ. " 

890. Sarah Ann*' 

89Z. John A. " 



(370) ABIGAIL ELLIS 

(371) JOSHUA WK2HT1IIAN 

Married in Fayette Co., Ind. 
THEIR CHILDREN.— 

892. John Wightman Born, 

893. Austin •* •* 

894. Minor " •• 



Born. 180C; Died, 1849 



.; Died,*i864 



(37a) LESTER ELLIS Born, iSii; Died, 1868 

(373) SALLV T. TRO>VBRII>GE ** 1807; " 1879 

Married in Fayette Co., Ind. 
THEIR CHILDREN-MI born in Kayetu Co. 

895. DiANTUA J. Ellis Born, 1833; Died 

896. Chester ConuRN ** ../ •' 1839; *' 1804 

897. Polly •* ** 1843; " .... 



(374) LOIS ELLIS Born, 1813; Died, 1843 

^375) JOHN JEFFREY " ....; " .... 

Married in 1835, in Fayette Co., Ind. 
TIIEIR CHILDREN.— Dorn in Fayette Co. 

898. Jane Jeffrey Born, ....; Died, ,,,. 

* Names or daie^ with (his mark (*) may not be exactly, but are very nearly, correct. 
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liv»«cciicliiiitM of 3Io8ei« I£lll8» (za3)t Of Payette Co., Iiia.« 

lleiijxtiiitiif (as)« Rcnben, (4)9 ana Ricliard, 

of Attlifieia. 

tjKo) I.AURA ELrLIS Born, 1806; Died, 1881 

tjHi) JOSIAII SUTTON •• 1799; •* 1879 

Married March ii, 182S, near Coniicrsville, Fayette Co., lud, 
THEIR ailLDKEN.-Boni in Fayette Co. 

890. KisiB SurroN Born, 1828; Died, .... 

900. IIkstkrAnn '* •• 1S35; •' 



(.i82) niAUV JUDD SLrl^IS Born, 180S; Died 

(383) SUXUEUlrAND CARD " .... 

Married about 1830 in Fayette Co., Ind. 
THEIK CHILDRIiN.— Born 

901. I.UCETTA Card Bom, ... ; Died, 1S50 

902. Samantha " /...'.'" . . . . ; *' .... 

903. Adkline *• '• ; " ....t 

904. Harriet " " ; •• .... 

905. llKNRY ** •• ; •• 

(38a) mARV JUDn CI.I.IS GARD. 
JAUICS JAMES— Second husband. 
Married — . 
THEIR CHILDREN.-Born . 

906. Lauka James Bom ; Ditfd,*iS6o 

907. MoSRS " *• ....; " .... 



(384)I.EWIS EI.I.IS Bom. i3ii; Died. ... 

(385) SAM AXXH A THOMAS '* 1811; 

Married in Fayette Co., Ind. Dec. 30th, 1832. 
THEIR CHILDREN— Bora in Fayette Co. 

908. Caroline Ellis Bom, 1S33; Died, 

909. Lucy " " iSs'S; •* ' 

910. Oliver H. •' ** 1836; •• 1S37 

91X. Ei.viN " •• 1838; *' 1839 

912. Jaspkr D. •' " 1839; •• 1850 

913. E.MMA •*• *• I841; •• I84I 

914. Minor •• •• 1842; •' 1863 
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915. Melvin Ellis Born. 1843; Died, ... . 

916. Nancy •• *• 1845; •' 1870 

917. Adeline '• •• 1846; " 1861 

918. Angeline •* " 1846; •* 1858 

919. Mary *' '« 1848; " 1848 

920. Eliza •* " 1850; •' .... 

921. Ellen ** '• 1852; •* 

922. Edwin W. " •' 1852; " .... 

923. Hew rn* •' '• 1854; '• 



(386) HI«IZA AXX ELLrlS Born, 1813; Died. 1842 

(387) WILI^IAHI COLrB " ....; " .... 

Married 1834. 
THKIR CHILDRKN. 

924. Angelinb Colk Born ; Died, .... 

925. Lewis " *' ....; " 1863 



(388) HCSXKR ANN BI.I«I8 Bom. i8i6j Died 

(389) PHII.ANDER TlIOniAS " iSn; " 1865 

Married in Fayette Co., Ind., in 1835. 
THEIR CHILDREN.— Bom in Fayette and Madison CountieK, Ind. 

926. Leroy Thomas Born. 1836; Died, .... 

927. MARy " " X839; •• 

928. Ann *• •' X841; " .... 

929. Lewis *• '• 1844; •• 1863 

930. OliverH. " •' X849; '• ... 

931. AveryC. '• •* 1852; •• .... 

932. IRVIN " " 1855; " .... 

933. Marshal ** *• 1856; •• .... 



(390) ANNIE S. ELLrlS Born, 1822; Died, 1849 

(391) JONATHAN WARO " ....; " .... 

Married in . 

THEIR CHILDREN-Born in . 

934. Ellen Ward Bom, 1845; Died, .... 

935. Edwin " " 1847; " 1878 

All errors and deficiencieft in this part of the book will be corrected in the next section, 
under ** Personal Sketches," so far as pos&ible. 
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lieNCciiclaiitfi of Rcnjaititii Cllls Jr. (ia6)« of GroCon» Cnyuira 

€*o., X. v., Uciijaiiiiii tftr. (2a)« iteubeii (4>« mid Iticliard* 

of Atflifleld* 

KW3) MYRON BI^LrlS Born, 1817; Died. 1858 

<394) CURTIS •' ....; ** .-.. 

Married . 

THEIR CHILDR£N.-Born in Crotoa, N. Y. 

936. Augustus Ellis Born, ; Died, . . . 

937. Hknjamin •' '• ....; •' .... 

938. Cassius " *' .,..; •* 

939. Lycurcus " •• ....; " .1864 

(393) MVRON El^lrlS— Second wife. 
NANCY DUNKS. 

Married . . 

THEIR CHILDREN.— Born in Oroioa, N. Y. 

940. KIIOOA EU.IS ; Bom, ... .; Died, ... . 

941. Martha " '• ....; •• .... 

942. Helen •• " ....; " .... 



<395) I^BWIS R. HI^I^IS Bom, 2823; Died.... 

(396) I^l^IZABGTlI YAI.I3 . ..; - ..-. 

Married in Homer, N. Y. 
THEIR CHILDREN.-Born . 

943. Alida Ellis Bom, ; Died, .... 

944. ALitKRT •• •* ....; •• .... 



(397) AHIANDA M. HLrrrlS Rom, 1826; Died 

(39B) KII^ANDGR H. ROBINSON. ... '' 1821 ; 

Married May 13th, X849, in Groton, N. Y.. 
THEIR CHILDREN.— Bora in Groton, Cayuga Co., N. Y. 

945. Edmund E. Rorinson Born, 1S51; Died, .... 

946. Lavens •• " 1S56; •• 1861 



(399) NAXHAN »• EI.I.IS Bom, 1834: Died. 

(400) SARAH BOI^I^CS " 1833; Died, . 

Married in Utica, N. Y., 1S67. 
ONE CHILD.-Dauchler. Born in Groton, N. Y. 
947. Edna Elus Born, x8C8; Died 



Digitized by 



Google 



48 

nencciidaiiCM of RenDen H11l» (vs8), of Chnntauqna Co.* 
]K. v., Iienjoiiilii 8r. (22), Reuben (4), nua Ricliard 
or Attlilleld. 

(40J) OLIVET CI^I^IS Born, 1812; Died 

(402) Al.MIRA rOWlvUS •• *' .... 

Mnrricd March 3, 1839, in Clymer, CIiaii(aiu|tia Co., N. Y. 
THEIR CHILDKIDN.-lSorn in I'nnama, N. Y. 

948, Adelaide R. Klus Born, 1840; Died 

949. Eveline C. ** ** 1845; " .... 



(403) HCNR V K. ELrl^IS Born, 1813; Died, 1853 

(404) CI«IZA ACKER *' ....; " .... 

Married Sept. l6th, 1837, in Clymer, N. Y, 

THEIR CHILDREN— Born 

950. liENRY R. Ellis Born, ....; Died, 



(407) DANIELr ELLrlS Born, 1817; Died 

(408) PHII^IXDA ADAIIIS 

Married April i()th, 1843, in Fredonin, N. Y. 
THEIR CHILDREN.— Bom in Pannma, Chautauqua County, N. V. 

952, Francis Elms Born ;Died, .... 

953. Newton •• " ....; '* .... 



(409) EDUIIJXD ELI^IS Born, 1819; Died. 1857 

(410) ROXANA FAY " ,...;•* ..-• 

Married Sept. i8th, 1842, in Chaut. Co., N. Y. 
THEIR CHILDREN.— Born in Chautauqua County, N. Y. 

954. Mollis Fay Elms Born. 1843; Died, 

955. He.nry Reuben " " 1846; *' 

956. LuciKN Elijah •' *\ 1850; ** 

957. Charles Edmund •• ** 1853; " 

958. LiLLiE Phebe •• " 1856; •• 
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i4ll) LOIS £• CLrLrlS Born. iSsi; Died, z88x 

(412) WILLIAM R. DAVIS 

Married Aug. 27lh, 1849, in Chautauqua Co., N. Y. 
I II HI K CHILDREN.— The first two bom in Panama, N. Y., the last two in Wixonsin. 

959. (AiiiAKiNK Davis Horn. ...;Died, 

Ai.Ki.iA •• " ....; *• 

Joan •• '• ....; *• 

William *• ** ; " 



(4T3) LVDIA G* BLlrlS Born. IS24; Died. z86a 

(4x4) HORAXIO R. PALMHR 1S26; ** 1864 

- Married Jan. 15th, 1851. in Chautauqua Co., N. Y. 
THEIR CHILDREN.— Bom in N. Y. and Witconttn. 

960. Almakian S. Palm£R Born, 1853; Died, 1881 

961. Emclxnb B. '• •' 1854; " .... 

962. Alfred S. •* " 1859: •* 1863 



(4x5) I£I»VIN M. ULLIS Born, x82s;.Died, . 

(4x6) DIANA CiRlillvN " 1828; 

Married Sept. 16, 2846. (Now live at Lovell's Station, Erie Co., Ta.) 
THEIR CHILDREN.-Bora in Panama, N. Y. 

963. Orly J. Ellis Born, 1847; Died, 

964. IlKNRY li. •' •• 1849: •• 1864 

965. Edith A. '• •• 1852; •• 

966. Clara A. •' " 1858; •• 

967. I'RANCKs E. •• •' xS6i; •' 

968. KEUueN N. •• ... -. *• X8C7; '• 



(4x8) RCUBHN BRASTUS ISLLIS . . Born. 1832, Died 

(4x9) HSL£N FRKBBIAN " 1833; Died 

Married Sept. 24ih, 1854, in Portland, Chautauqua Co., N. Y. 

THEIR CHILDREN.-The fiist two born in Nekimi, Winnebago Co., Wit., and tht 
othen in Portland, N, Y. 

970. Ida E. Ellis Born, 1836: Died, ... 

971. Edmo.nd *• '• 1857; •• 1858 

972. George Elmer •* •• 18O4; •• .... 

973. WiLUE Alton " •• 1869; " .... 
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(4ao) ArrFRHD 0« ELrl^IS Born. 1835; Died, 1885 

(421) HBLBN HI. SKID1IIOI1.B " .... 

Married 1858, in Portland, N. Y. 
THEIR CHILDREN.-All born in Portbnd, N. Y. 

974. Porter Zerah Ellis Born, 1858: Died, 

975. Lora Belle *' ** 1866; •• 

976. Carrie Dell •• *• 186S; " 

977. jASilKS EUMOND " " 187O; '* 

978. Minnie May " " 1872; " 

979. Fred. A R DEN *' •* 1874; " 

980. Algia Frank " .. .. •• 1877; " 



Descendants of Al>cl West F.llls ^136), of Ripley, Cliautau* 

qua Co., N. Y., Jonatlian (26), Itenl»en (4). 

and Rlcliardt of Aslifield. 

(447) CYRUS EI«I«IS Born. 1837; Died 

(44«) JENNIE S. HAYES... *' 1856; •' .... 

Married Dec. 16, 1874. at Painesville, Ohio. 
THEIR CHILDKEN.-Bom in Ripley. N. V. 

981. Fred Hayes Ellis ....Bom. 1876; Died, 

982. Emma Maude " •• 1878; " .... 



(45X) SARAH J. ELrl^IS Bom. 1841; Died, 1884 

(45a) GEORGE D. WII.I.OBEE " 1837; " .... 

Married Oct. 17, 1867, in Ripley, N. Y. 
THEIR CHILDREN.— All Born at Cedar Run. Grand Traverte Co., Mich. 

983. Ancl M Willobek Born, 1869; Died, . . . « 

984. Charles H. *• " 1871; •• 1884 

985. Mary D. " " 1873; " ... 

LoisAlicb •• •• 1878; •* ....; 

Solomon R. " " 1882; " .... 



(453) l^IARY ANN ELI.IS.: Born. 1843; Died, 

(454) DANIEI« BUCHNER " 1842; " 

Married Jan. 19. 1S75, in WcstficUl, Chautauqua Co.. N. Y. 
ONE CHILD— Born in Cropland. Ootario. Canada. 

986. Nellie Margaret Buchner Born. 1877; Died, 
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DcHcciidantii of Jolin Allfls Elllfi (138), of Conneaut* 01ilo« 
joiinilinn (26)» Reuben (4), and Rlcltard, of Asltfield. 

M55) WII^LIAM AVER V CI^I^IS Born. 1833; Died. . . . 

(456) HIARIA HOl^HIES " 1836; 

Married in Say brook, Ohio, Dec. 24, 1856. 
THEIK CHILDREN.— Born in Conneaut and Ashtabula, Ohio. 

987. JIattie Manella Ellis Born, 1857: Died 

988. Kankif. Florence •* I " x86i; " 

989. Minnie Maria " '* x866; *• 

990. William Walter " " 1872; " 

991. A.MV F. " *• 1875; •' .... 



(457) ORSOl^ IICI^RV HLI.IS Bom, 1835; Died. 

^458) KI^IZARHXII >V001>ARD " 1S35; " 

M.irried Ju)y 6, 1858. in Harrison. Illinois. 
THEIR CHILDREN.-Rorn in Apple River. III. 

992. Jknnib Ellis Bom, . . . . ; Died, 

993. John Frank " •* ....; *• 



(46Z) JOHX DBHIHXRIVS HI.I.IS...Bom. 1S42: Died 

(462) MARV JANB BRUCE *' 1843; " 187^ 

Married in Conneaut, Ohio, Dec. 23. 1863. 
THEIR CHILDREN^Uom at Conneaut. 

995. Brucb L. Elms. Bom, 1865; Died. 1S66 

996. Mary L. '* •• 1868; •• 

997. Kditii " " 1870; •• 

998. Bertha " '• 1872; •• 

999. John A. " " 1874; " .... 



(4^3) JULIA FRANCES EI.LIS Born. 1845; Died. . . . 

(464) lYIII. BRADLEV COI^E *' ....; " .... 

Married in Erie Co., Penn., Jan. 10, 1664; now live in Jackson, Tenn. 
THEIR CHILDREN— Bom In Erie, Penn. . 

1000. Walter Cole Born ;Dicd, ..., 

loox. Carl " " ; •• ..., 

1002. Archie •• " ...; •• 



(465) SARAH AI.ICE EI«I.1S Born. 1850; Died. ... 

(46C) JOHN II. HART ** ... 

Married in Conneaut, Ohio ; now live in Central City, Neb. 
THEIR CHILDREN.— Born in 

1003. Burt Hart Born, ....:Died, ... 

1004. JeknieVeve •• " ....; *• ... 

1005. Pearl •• " ....; •• ... 

1006. Gracir •« •• .,..: •• ... 
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Descenannts of Rev. Conaflder Cilia (I5<)> of IClllfiburfi:« Pa., 
Rlcbard (29), Keubeii (4)1 and RIcliard, of AHlifivld. 

(500) GBORGB CI^I^IS Born, 1823; Died. .... 

RISBECCA RICB Horn ; Dice! 

Married in ^ 

TllKlK CllllJJKEN- nprnin Allceliany Co., N. Y. 
1007. Wakren Elus Born ; Died 



X008. 


RALni 


1009. 


John 


lOIO. 


Eli 


XOXI. 


Jane 


X0Z2. 


Ruth 


ZOI3. 


rRUDENCK 


XOX4. 


Fannik 



Dencendants of Rev. Jolin BIIIh (154)? of Blltcottville, N. Y«t 
RIcliard (S9)f Reuben (4), and RIcliard* of Aalifleld* 

(506) RAI«PH CI^LIS Horn. 1829: Died 

(507) CAROI^INE >V. EVERTS " 1838; 

Married in Benicia, California, in 1858. 
THEIR CHILDREN-Born in CftUrornia. 

X0X5. Wilson R. Ellis Porn, 1859; Died,. 

xox6. Carrie C. *' *' 1861; *• . 

10x7. Frank E. *' " 1864; •• . 

xoi8. Hknry F. •• •• 1866; •• . 

XOX9 Maggie M. " •' 1874; *• . 



{509) WII^LrlAin F, ELLIS Born. 1815; Died. 1845 

(5ZO) HIAXILDA BERDINE " i8t8; *• 1845 

Married in 183$, 

THEIR CHILDREN.-Born in 

X020 Elizabeth Ellis Born, 1837; Died 

X02X. Fred " " 1840; " .... 



(511) LVCINDA ELrLIS Born, 1820; Died, i8Sz 

(5X2) PEXER BERDINE " 181C; '• 1881 

Married in 1840. 
THEIR CHILDREN.— Born in WUconnio and Iowa. 

1022. Hklen Berdinb Born, 1S41: Died. .... 

X023. Hattie •• • 1^42: '• .... 

1024. Hekry •' 1848; *' ..v. 

X025. Ralph •' *' 1849; *• .... 

1026. Clara " • 1859; " • . 

1027. Carrie •* " 1859; " ..- 

1028. Ollie " •• 186a: " .... 
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liCHCcndnnts of Cider Rldtard Bllln* dsSy* of Xlo^a CO., 
i*n., KIclinrd (29)9 Reuben (4)9 and RieUard, of Aailifleld* 

(522) AM ASA HLLrlS ]k>rn. 1819; Died 

1523) MARXIIA SCHOONOVBR. " 1831; * .... 

Married Sept. 29th, 1 849. 

1 lltilK CllILUREM.— AH born ia Allccany Co., N. Y.. but now livt in Wcttficld. 
Tioca Co., Px 

1029. Mary K. Ellis Born, 1850; Died, .... 

1030. DKI.0S *' •• 1853; " .... 

1031. James D. *• •• 1856; " .... 

1032. Frank *• '• 1857; '• 1864 

1033. ClIARLKR *' •• 1862; •• .... 



(524) CONSIDER CI.I«IS Bom, 1 821; Died 

(525) MARGARGX FORXNCR " 1820; 

Married in 1845, ^^ Allegany County, N. Y, 
THEIR CHILDREN.— Bora in Belmont, Allcgnny Co , N. Y. 

1034. Josephine Ellis Born, 1846; Died, .... 

1035. Df.lpiiine •' '• 1848: " .... 

1036. Lillian *• " 1850; " 1864 



(526) SAiriVJELr G. EULIS Born. 1822: Died, 1850 

(527) ROSHXXA CANFICI^D 

Married in 1844 in Tompkins Co., N. Y. 

THEIR CHILDREN-Born in 

1037. Eliza Jane Ellib Born. 1845; Died 

X 038. Frances . •• •* 1847; " .... 



(528) JOHN M. d«I«IS Born. 1S25; Died 

(529) BI^IZA FORXNBR *' 1827; '* .... 

Married Feb. 25, 1852, at Ellisburg, Fa. 
THEIR CHILDREN.-Bora in 

1040. Rosetta H. Ellis Bom, 1853; Died. 1881 

1041. Maggie E. •' *• 1857; •• .... 

« He was an uaordained Ba^t niaistcr. 
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Descendant* or David Hills (160.) of Xlosa Co., Pa*. Richard 
(29), Reuben (4), and Ricliard, of Aslifleld. 

(530) XHANKFUI. BI.LIS Bom, i Sao; Died 

(53K) CHARI.XON PI1II.I.IPS •• 1815; 

Mairied in Shippen, Tioga Co., Pa., 1838. 
THEIR CHILDREN.-Born in WMtfield. 

X043. Sylvester D. Phillips Born, 1840; Died, 

X044. Rachel 
1045. Alice 
Z046. Ellis 
X047. William 
Z048. Delvin 
Z049. Clarence 

1050. Clara 

1051. Emma 
X052. Eva 
1053. Charles 



1842; 


L/ICU, . 


1844; 


<• 


1847; 


<» 


1849; 


«t 


1851; 


" 1 


1855; 


it 


1855: 


.1 


1859; 


• • 


1862; 


«« . 


1869; 


<« 



879 



863 



(539) CHI.OB BLrl^IS Born, 1822; Died 

(533) JOn REXFORD •• 1817; " 1880 

Married March 3, 1844. in Dig Meadows, Tioga Co., Pa. 
THEIR CHILDREN.— Born in Big Meadows. 

Z054. Perry Emerson Rexford Born. 184s; Died, .... 

1055. Nancy Orilla '* •• 1848; •' ..., 

1056. Henry Gilbert " *• 1852; •' 1853 

X057. Stella •• " i860; •• .... 



(534) CHHSXER EI^LIS Born. 1823; Died, 

(535) CHLOE B1.UE " 1827; •• 

Married in WclUboro, Tioga Co., Pa., Sept. 2$, 1848. 
THEIR CHILDREN.-Born in Shippen, Welltboro and Westfield, Pa. 

Z058. Lawrence A. Ellis Bom, 1849; Died, 

zo59. sey.mour d. •* 

xd6o. Simon W. •• 

xo6x. Ida LucRETiA " 

X062. Nellie J. •• 

X063 MyraO. '• , 

X064. Annie B. *' , 



urn, io4Vi J 
" 1851; 


(1 


].*.* 


" IS57; 


- •« 


• • • • 


" XS58; 


•• J 


[86a 


•• x86i; 


•• : 


1863 


•• X866; 


•f 


• • • • 


" X869; 


«• 


• • • 
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(536) JEFFCRSOK CLI^IS Born. 1826: Died, 1877 

(537) LORENA CUAPCLr 

Married June 16, 1850 in Shippen, Tioga Ca, Pa. 
THEIR CHILDREN— Bora in Tioga Co., Pa., and Marquette Co., Wit. 



1065. Sarah Elus Born, .. 

X066. Ella •• - .. 

X 067. John " " ., 



Died, 



(538) MARIA ELrl^IS Born, 1828; Died, 

'539) JOHN J. MILLER 

Married Feb. 15, 1849, in Knoxville, Tioga Co., Pa. 

THEIR CHILDREN.-Bom in Potter and Tioga Coft., Pa. 

xo63. Katib Miller Bom ....; Died, 

1069. NettibMiller *• ....; 



(540) HARRY ELLIS Born, X83X: Died 

(541) SUSAN SCHUSLER " 1836; 

Married Nov. 29, 1857, in Mansfield, Tioga Co , Pa. 

THEIR CHILDREN.-Bom in Mantfield. 

1070. Emma Ellis Born, x86o; Died, .... 

X07X. Minnie •• •• X862; " X865 

1073. Fred D. ** " 1864; " i 



(S42)CRETIA ANN ELLIS Born, 1836; Died 

<543) WILLIAM ANESLEY " " 1881 

Married Jan. T, 1855. 
THEIR CHILDREN.— Born in Potter Co., Pa. 

X073. Mary Anbslet Born ; Died 

X074. Carrie " " ....; " 

1075. Hbnry •• •• ; •• .... 
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Descendants of Harry Cllls (i68)» ofSlllstourflr* Pa.« RIcliarcl 

(S9,) Reuben (4,) and Rlcliard* of Aslifleld. 

(552) ADOI^PHVS C. CLI.IS Born ; Died 

(553) MARY HILI. 

Married in 

THEIR CHILDREN.-Bom in 

1077. Genett Ellis Born ; Died, . . . 

1078. Mary •• — ** ....; •* .... 

X079. Ella " *' ... ; " 



(554) ^WILlrlAM CLI.IS Born ; Died. 

(555) ANNA DONALDSON 

Married in ^— 

THEIR CHILDREN-llom b 

Z080. Lettie Ellis. Born ; Died, 

xoSx. Harry " ** ....; *' 

X083. William •• Jr " ; •• 



(556) RICHARD BLX«IS Born. 1840; Died. 

(557) MAGGIB I^OCKC 1846; *' 

Married at Elliiburg. Potter Co., Pa.. Jan. i, 1861. 
ONE CHILU-Boni in Ellitburr. 

X084. Nora Ellis Born, 1870; Died, 



(SGZ) AllIASA BI^I^IS Born ; Died, 

ALI^IB DONAI^DSON 

Man led in Ellisburg, Pa. 
THEIR CHILDREN-rBorn near Ellitburg. 

Z087. Elizabeth Elus Bon ; Died, 

X088. Mary •' •• ...; • 

Z089. Donaldson - •• .... •* 



(563) BI.I.A CLLI8 Born, 1851; Died. 

JOHN SIMONS •• 1853: •• 

Married tt Elliiiburg, Pa., March 14, 1876, 
ONE CHILD-Bom in EllUburg. 

X090. Katie Simons Born, 1878; Died, 



Digitized by 



Google 



57 

DcflccnauntM of ICeut»en dIlii(z7S)f of £llliil>niv« PnMRlcliartf 
( J9), Reuben (4)$ and Rlelmrd of Aslifleld. 

(566) ALVIRA CLLIS Boni, 1833; Died, .... 

(567) CHAULB8 COAXS " " .... 

Married in EIHsburg, Pa., Jan. 31, 1850. 
THEIR CHILDREN.-Boraia EllUbarg. 

1093. Frances E. Coats Born, 1851; Died 

1093. Catharine E. " " 1853; " .... 

1094. Harriet A. " •• 1855; " .... 

1095. REUiiiiN E. " •• i860; " .... 

1096. William H. " " 1866; *• ... 



nescendaiitii of Tirilllani Cllls, 8r« (X76)« of Spiinsileld, Brie 

Co., l*H., David, 0r. (ja), Reuben (4)« and R.icliard« 

of Aslxfleld. 

<570) WII^I^IAHI £1^1^18, Jr Bom, 1810; Died, 1865 

(57X) SARAH GB£R " x8x8; '' .... 

Married Noy. I3th, 1840, in Springfield, Pa. 
their children.- Bom ia Sprinfffickl. 

1097. David Ellis Bom, 1841; Died, 1870 

1098. Jesse •• •' 1843; " .... 

1099. Rmoda " " 1847; " 1855 

1100. Martha *' " 1851; " .... 



(572) CIIARI^BS P. BLLIS Born, 1812; Died, x88x 

(573) I^ARAU HARRIS '* x8i6: " ... 

Married in Springfield, Pa.. Dec. 15th, X839. ^ 

THEIR CHILDREN—BoffB ia La Grange, Wit. 

iiox. Priscilla Rumina Ellis Bom, 1845; Died, ...\ 

II 03. James Alfred " " 1853; " .... 

1103. Ciiaxlbs ELUOflnr " *' 1859; '* .... 

(575) HARRIBX BI^LIS '....Bora, 1815: Died, 1858 

(576) ABIOS SmiTH •• 18x5; •• 1851 

Married Dec. 24th, 1835, in Springfield, Pa. 
THEIR CHILDREN.-Boro in Springfield. 

1x04. Cyrus E. Smith Bora, 1839; Died, .... 

XX05. CoRDEUA L. " " 1841; " . .. 

XX06. JoHM B. •• •• 1844; ** .... 

XX07. William E. •• •' 1847; " ... 
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(579) SAHIUEL ELI.IS Bom, 1821; Died. .... 

(580) AMANDA ADAMS " ....; '« 1850 

Married in La Grange, Wis., in 1849. 
THEIR CHlLDkKN.-Uorn in . 

X108. William Edwin Ellis Born, 1850; Died. 

(579) SAMUEI. £1.1.18 Born. 1 821; Died 

HARRIET FRENCH (Second wife) *' ....; - .... 
Married Sept. I7ih, 1S54. 
THEIR CHILDREN.— Born in P.lroyra and Eau CUirv, Wis. 

XX09. Cora L. Ellis Bom, 185O; Died. ... . 

xzzo. Frank £. " •• ,858; •• 

XIII. Harrys. " " 1871; •* 



(583) MARY !.• EI.I.IS Bom, 1828; Died 

(584) JONATHAN AIORRELL " 1824; •• 1882 

Married Aug. I2lh, 1847. in Springfield, Pa. 
THEIK CllILDKKN.— Doni in Springfield. 

IXI2. Charles P. Morreli Born, 1848; Died. 1853 

XI13. jAMKs E. - - ,851: '• 1853 

XI14. Marcus L. •• •• 1856; *• 

X 1 15. Frank W. *• •• 1861; •• .... 

xxx6. Harriet R. " •• 1865; •• 1882 



(585) JOSEPH EI.I.IS Born, 1831; Died 

(586) MARXHA WEED " 1842; " .... 

Married Feb. 26lh, 1863, in Springfield, Pa. 
THEIR CHILDREN.— Bom in Springfield. 

1117. Nevada A. Ellis Bom, 1865; Died 

xxx8. Carl •• •• 1868; " 1868 

X X 19. George W. " «• 1869; " ... 

X 120. Charles •' •* 1871; " 1872 

X 121. Ralph G. '• •• 1874; " .... 



(587) RUMINA ELLIS Born. 1635; Died 

(588) JOHN POXTER '* 1830; •• 1859 

Married in 1856, in Springfield, Pa. 
ONE CHILD.— Born in Eyou. Minn. 

XI22. Gilbert Ellis Potter Born. 1858; Died 
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UcNceiidatitfi of Unvld Clllfi, jr. (i8o)« of Sprttiifficlcl. Krie 
Co., i*a., Dnvld, Sr. (32), Rculicti (4)t nnd Rtdiard, 
* of AHlifield. 

(598) LOUISA ELI^IS Born. 1S15; Died 

(5«>cj) ROnCRX PA'ra^KRSON iSio; 1868 

Married in 1S37, in Springfield, Eric Co., Pa. 
THKIR CHILDREN.-Bora in Springfield. 

1 123. William S. Pat ierson Bom, 1837; Died, 1878 

1124. Joseph Ellis '• " 1841; •• .... 



(601) DR. GRORGB ETULIS Born. 18x8; Died 

(6o9) HVXICH LYOX '* ...; •* 1S61 

Married in Sprincfield, Pa. 
THEIR CHILDREN.- Born in Sprinefield. 

1125. Okra M. Ellis Born, 1848; Died 

1x26. LouRLiJi E. '• •• X858; " .... 



(603) MARSH AI^ BI^I^IS Bom, 1820: Died, 

(604) niARXHA JANB W^ILSOK •' *' 18S6 

.Married in Springfield, Pa. 
THKIR CHILDRRN.-licm in Spiingfield. 

1127. iJi.MAN May Ki.i.is Horn, 1S61); Died. 18^15 

1x28. Harry W. •• '• xS68; • .... 



(605) LrHONARD CLLIS Bom, 1822; Died,.... 

(606) RHODA A. XAYLOR '* 1826; " 1879 

Married March 5th, 1854, in Spring Borough, Crawford Co., Pa. 

THEIR CHILDREN.-Bom in Springfield. j 

1x29. Elva C. Ellis Born. 1855; Died i 

XX30. Dora S. - *• 1858; *• ....| 

XX3X. MiNA P. •• *' X864; " .... 

XX32. Fred T. •• " 1865; •• .... 



(607) PCXBR BI^I^IS Bom, 1824: Died 

(608) VIOI-KTXA DAVENPORT •• 1S26; - . . . . ■ 

Married Feb. xxth. X845, in Springfield. Pa. I 
THEIR CHILDREK.-num in Springfield. 

X133. Louisa l\ Ki.lis Bom. 1846; Died. i9co 

XX34. Martiia R. •• •• 1S47; •• 1850^ 

XX35. Gko. Wilbur •• " 1852; *• 

XX36. llAZEN W. •• •• 1S54; •• ... 

I137. Orman F. " :.... •• 1858; •• ... 
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(609) SARAH BLrLIS Bom, 2827; Died 

(6x0) AARON WILSON " ....; 

Married in Springfield, Pa. 
THEIR CHILDREN— Bora Sa Springfield. 

1 138. L. EsTEi.LA Wilson Born, 1854; Died, 1863 

1139. Ellis R. •• '* 1856; '• 1863 

XX40. Clam L. •• •• i8^6; " .... 

(6xx) ORMAN P. BLLrlS Bom, 1829; Died, 1870 

(6xa) IIIARTH A B. NELSON *' 1840; 

Married in SprineficlJ, Pa., Sept. 33d, 1863. 
THEIR CHILDREN.-Bora in Springfield. 

XX4X. FiiANK H. Ellis Bora, 1865; Died 

XX43. Charles Majik " '• 1869; " .... 



DcAccndants of Axel Sills (so9)f of Kllcs. Caynara Co.* M. V., 
Jotin* Jr. (68), Jolitt, 8r. (15)9 ana Kldiard, of Aslifield. 

(622) PHBBE ELrLIS Born, 1833; Died. 1863 

JOHN WINSLO^V " ....; " 1863 

Married March 3d, 1855, in Marseilles, Ohio. 
ONE CHILD.— Dora in MarMillct. 

XX43. Hakriit Winslow Bom, 1857; Died, .... 



(623) LVDIA BLLIS Bora, 1841; Died, ... 

JOHN H. TBRRV " 1838; •• ... 

Married 1 865, in Marseilles, Ohio. 
THEIR CHILDREN.— ISora in Canon City, Colorado. 

XX44. William L. Terry Bora, x866; Died 

XX45. Nelue •• •• 1872; " .... 

X 146. Joe •* •• 1874; " .... 

Desccitdaittii of Hlrntii Bills (^14), of Klles, M. V.« Joliis Jr. 
(68), Joltii, ttr. (I5)t atid Rldtard. 

(627) RBV. BI.ISHA BLLrlS Bora, 1837; Died 

(628) LOVINA WBLDON '* 1837; " .... 

Married 1856. in Caton, Steuben Co., N. Y. 1 

THEIR CHILDREN.- Bore in Corning and Caton« N. Y. 

XX47. Edwin Ellis Born, 1858; Died, .... 

XX48. Egbert '• •' 1866; •• .... 

XX49. Clark " " 1874; " .... 
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(629) HANK AH BLrLrlS Born, 1834: Died, 1873 

WILLIAM COLtH •• 1836; •• 1864 

Married in 1856, in Caton, Steuben Co., N. Y. 
TIIEIK CHILUUEN.-liorn in Ciion. 

1150. Clovy Colz Born, 1858; Died 

1x51. Edwin " " i860; •• .... 

1152. Ella •• '* 1S62; •' 



llcucendantfi of iXllHlta Ellis (216), of Knrnicr»Yllle« Posey 
COm Iiidtntin« Joliii Jr. (68), Joltn Mr. (15), and Rtdiard. 

(630) NANCY KLLIS Honi, i8j<j; Died, 1852 

H. W. HOLrLEMAN " 1826; " 1852 

Married in Farnier>vill«, Ind.^in 1848. 
THEIR CHILDKEN—Born in FarmenvilU. . 

1154. Elizabeth Holleman.... Bom, 1849; Died 

1x53. Eusha •* " 1850; •• 1858 



(636) ANN CLLIS Bom. 1836;. Died 

(037^ SIDNBY ALLVN •' 1832; " 1884 

Married in Farmersville, Ind., in X854. 
THEIR CHILDREN.— Bom in Farnicnvitle. 

1x55. Hannah Allyn Bom, 1855; Died 

XX56. TifBNA •• •• 1857: •• 

XX57. Elisoa " " 1858; '• 

1158. UlJAM •• " 1864; •• 1868 

X 159. Indiana •* " 1867; •• .... 



(638) JOHN DAYID ELLIS Bom. 1S39; Died, . . 

(639J HARRIEX RUSSELL " 1846; " 

Married in Farmersville, Ind., in 1S62. 

THEIR CHILDREN.-Rora in Fannersynie. 

xx6o. Elisiia Ellis Born, 1663; Died, .. 

xx6x. Samuel *• 

xx62. Grant •• 

1x63. John •* 

XX64. Jay . •• 

XI65. BlXCHARD" 



•• 1863; 


" 1863 


•• 1865; 


«« 


" 1870; 


It 

• • • • 


•• 1873; 


•< 

• • • • 


•• IS76: 


• • • • 
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Descendants of Ktctiard BlXIfl (sz8)9 of Mlleii« Cayugra Co.* 

N. v., jolin, Jr. (68), Jolin, 8r. (15)* and RIcliarcl, 

of Asbfleld. 

(642) CAXHARIXI£ ELLIS Born, 1833; Died. .... 

(643) DU. C. J. ROUIG ... ; " 1864 

^larried in Toledo, Ohio, in 1854. 
THEIR CHILDREN.— Bom« the fint in Toledo and the iccond in Wyandotte Co., Ohio. 

I x66. Johanna Rodig Bom. 1858; Died. . . . 

X167. Lkna " ^. •• i860; •• 

(64a) CAXHARINB WLIAS Born. 1833; Died 

RlCHARI>^WILLrARD(l(eoBdHiibu4) '* 

Married in 186C, in Marseilles, Ohio. 
THIER CHILDREN.— nom in Maneillet, Ohio, and Nebiaaka. 

1 168. Ines Willard Born. 1866; Died 

1x69. Clara - •• 1868; " 

X 170. Marion " *' 1872; •• .... 

1X7X. Clyde " — *• 1875; " .... 



(644) miARY ANX HLrLIS Born. 1837; Died 

(645) SAMUEL PHILLIPS " X835; " .... 

Married Oct. nth. 1857. in Marseillei. Ohio. 
THEIR CIIILDRKN.— Horn in Marseilles. 

XX72. John W. Phillips Born. X858; Died, .... 

1173. Eva O. " " i860; •• .... 

XX74. Harlan P. " " x86a; " 1863 

XX75. Mary A. " " 1863; •• 1871 

X 176. James E. " •* X865; "«• .... 

XX77 Seijover K. •' •• 1868; •• 1873 

XX78. Charlks N. " •• 1870; •' .... 

X179. jKN.Nu: O. •' •• 1872; " .... 

xxBo. OiTO F. " •• 1875; " .... 

Xl8X. A.NKIE •* " 1880; •• ... 



(646) ^WILLIAM 2IL ELLIS Bom. 1845; Died. .... 

(647) HIAROAREX A. KEVHS " 1843; " .... 

Married Jan. Cth. 1869, in Nilet. N. Y. 
THEIR CHILDREN.— Born, the first in Niley and the ethers in Kenton, Ohio. 

1x82. Susan Viola Ellis Born, 1870; Died. .. 

1183. Eva Mi.NNiE May •• •* 1871; •• .... 

1184. Lena Adela " " 1S72; •' .... 

1185. KssiK Amand •• •* 1874; *• 187$ 

1x86. Kate Edna •• •* 1877; •• .... 

X X 87. Eugene F. Mead •• " 1879; " .... 
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.6.f 9) SYLVIA JA>7B BLI^IS Born. 1835; Died, 1876 j 

JOHN KISHLBR • 

Married Nov. 7th, 1853. 
THEIR CHILDRKN.-Uornin . 

1188. PoRTEK S. KisHLER Bom, 1855; Died, 

1189. CllARI.ES . •• *• 1857; •• .... 

1x90. Annik '• " 1859; •• .... 

1191. Mary *' " 1866: - 

1192. JK.NNIE •• " 1868; '• .... 



DcHcetidaflitfi of Hon. l*lttH Clllii (sao)» of Oeneiiee, Wnu* 

IceNliii COm %V1m., Joliti Jr. (68U Joliii Ur. (15), 

and Rlclinrd, of Anlifleld. 



(653) LODOSKY S. CLLIS Bom, 1845; Died. 

(654) AI^CX. It. BBNZIC " Z837; 

Married in Genesee, Waukeslia Co., Wit., Aug. 3, 18C6. 
THEIR CHILDREN.— B«m in Burnt, Lacrouc Co., Wit. 
1 193. Minnie L. Benzie Born, 1867; Died, 



1194. Georus N. 
1x95. Ida May 

XI96. ClLVKI.KS Kt.us 
1X97. UO'l-TlR LORINDA 

XX98. Harold Alex. 



x868; •• ... 

1874; •'* ..- 

187S; •• 1S79 

1680; •• 

1883; '• .... 



(655) PIXXS B. ELrl^IS Bom, 1851; Died, 

(656) KBLI.IB DOANB ....; " 

Married in Waukesha, Wis., Sept. 1875. 
ONE CHILD— Bom ia Bangor, LacroMO Co., Wit. 
XX99. Richard Claup Ei.ms Bom, 1882; Died, 



ncMccndnntii of Benjnniitt £lllfi (aas), of Kllew. K« V*» Jolin 
Jr. (68)« John Sr. (i5)« and Richard, of AnhAeld. 



(671) JOHN !!• KLLI9 Born, 1 843; Died, 

(67a) JANB BIcCLrEARY " ....; " 

Married in Marseilles, Ohio. 
THEIR CniLDREN.-BomiBManemct. 

X20O. John Ellis Born, . . . . ; Died, 

Z20I. Elnoxa '• •' ....; •' 
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(677) WARY E, BLrLIS Born. 1851; Died, .. 

(678) VINCENX LrOXG " 1848; •• . 

Married in Marseilles, Ohio. 1870. 
THEIR CHILDREN. -Born in Marseilles. 

1202 A. V11.1.ROV Long Born, 1873; Died, .. 

1203. Sylvestkr II. •• " 1877; •• .. 

X204 CiiARi.KS R •• •' 1883; •• .. 



ncHceiicttiiitM of l£l>eiie7.cr l^lllii (227), of Faritier»vll1e» Posey 
Co., Iitd., Joliii Jr. (68), Jolin Hr. (is), niiA 
KIclinrd, of AHliflelcl. 

(C85) JVLIA KI«LIS Born, 1840; Died 

(686) JOHN M. MOCKEXTT " 1840; " .... 

Married in Genesee. Wis., March 14, 1S60. 
THF.IR CHILDREN.-Dorn in Genesee and Stark, Wis. 

1205. John H. Mockeit, Jr i Bom, i860; Died, .... 

1206. Edwin R. " " 1663; " 

X 207. Frederick E. *• " 1867: ** .... 

X208. EUENEZER E " " 187O; " .... 



(687) SOPIIRONIA ELLIS Born, 1842; Died, 

(688) RICHARD H. niOCKEI^X '* 1838; <* 

Married in Genesee, Wis., April 24th, 1 861. 
THEIR CHILDREN.-Dorn in Genesee, Was. 

1209. Robert Squire Mockett Bom, 1863; Died, 

X 2x0. Edith Theodocia •* " 1866; " 



(689) EDWIN ELLIS Bom, X844, Died 

(690) ELIZA J. IIIOCKEXX " i848; •' 187a 

Married in Stark, Vernon Co., Wis. 
ONE CUILD.-Born in Janesville, Wis. 

X2XX. W1J.IE EBENE7.ER Ellis Bom, 1870; Died, ... 



(69X) HARRIET ELLIS Bom, 1847; Died, 

(69a) ANDREV^^ DEAN " 1847, " 

Married at Staik. Richland Co., Wis., Jar., xst, 786q. 
THEIR CHILDREN.-Bora in Wisconsin and Nebraska. 

X2X2. Mabel Dean Born, 1869; Died, 

12x3. Nellie Maud " " 1872, " 

X214. Asa •• •• 1875; " 

X2X5. Ellis " •• 1877; •' 

X2x6. Mary '* ' •• x88o; •' 
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(69.1) PITTS BLI^IS Born, 1852; Died, ... 

(694) OI.IVG I^. ROSB •• ... 

Married July 7th, 1880, in Scranton, Iowa. 
THEIK CHILDREN.-Burn in Denver, Colomdo. 

1217. Kavmond EinviN Ellis Bom, 7881; Died, .. 

I3i8. Marion Harold " '• 1883; *• 



1695) MAR V KLrLIS Born, 1854; Died, 1879 

(696) FR AXK ClLrARK " 1845: " 1880 

Married in Cuming Co., Neli., April I4tli, 1876. 
TIIKIR CIIII.DRKN.— norn in Cuming Co., Neb. 

1219. Clara E. Clark Born, 1877; Died, .... 

1220. Samuel ' " •• 1879; " '^80 



nvncciiclAiilH of Cyruift Ellin (»JSU of Mlleiif Cayuf^a Co.* 

N. v., Sclward (70)» jolin» Sr. (I5)« and Rlcltarcl« 

of AHlifleld. 

(715) KD^^ARD n. HLrLrlS Bom, 1826; Died. 1865 

(716) 9IARV CAMl* •• ....;• " .... 

Married in Moravia, N. Y., Dec, 1850. 
THKIR CHILDREN— Bom in Moravia and Omro, WU. 

1231. Camv Ellis Born, 1851; Died, .... 

1222. Mary •• •• 1858; " ! 



(717) POI.I.Y BLI^TS Born. 1828; Died 

{718) THOIVIAS XV. BAK£R *< 1S08; •< 1S77' 

Married in Niles, N. Y., October ixth, 1854. 
THEIR CHILDREN.-Bom in Manitowoc, Wis. 

1223. Clara Baker Bom, 1S55; Died 

1224. Emma •* *• 1856; " 

1225. Ellis •* " 1S63; •• .... 



(719) MINBRVA CI^LIS Bom» 1829; Died. 1872 

(720) BDWARD H. DBUCLr '* X819; " .... 

Married in Niles, N. Y.. Feb. 5ih, 1852. 
ONE CHTLD.-Bon in Niles. 

1326. Mary Jane Deuel Bora, 1853; Died, ... . 
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(7^3) IIIRAHI CLrLrlS Born, 1834; Died, ... 

(724) HIARGARKT VAN HXXCN.... •* 1839; " ... 

M.imcil in Niles, N. Y., July yih, 1859. 

THKIR CHILD KEN.— Horn in Nilen. 

1227. Lkvi L. Ellis Born, i860; Died 

Z228. Henry ** " 1863; ** .... 



(727) IIIRCH CI^I^IS liorn. 1838; Died 

(728) GBRTRUnH SHI.OVHR " 1S37; " 1871 

Married in Niles, N. V., Nov. 7tli. 1866. 

ONE CHILD.— Born in Niles. 
1230. Gertir S. Ellis Born, 1871; Died 



{731) MILKS M. lEJULlS Born, 1846; Died, 

(732) BLrKlCN 3tf . CLrBVFLrAND " 1846; 

M.inia) in Scmpronius, N. V., Feb. 23rJ, 1870. 
THEIR CHILDREN.— Born in Nilct, N. Y. 

1231. Arthur C. Ellis Bom. 1872; Died, 

X232. Frki). a. •• •• 1875; •• 

1233. Cyrus H. " '* 1876; •• 

1234. Herbert L. " " 1880; •• 



• • • t 



DcficendatitA of Ediivard D* ClltSt (235)9 of Monroe* SlIcH., 

Cdward (70), Joliii, 8r. (15), of AAlifleld/.niid 

Klcliard cms. 

<737) JOHN C, C, HLlLrlS Born, 1837; Died, .... 

(738) LVCV JANC WHIXAKKR *' 1844:^ " .... 

Married in Lnnsinj^, Mich., Dec. 24th 1863. 
THKIR CHILDREN.— Bom in Chicago, III. 

1236. IIAKRIKT A. Ei.i.is Bom, 1FO4; Died,,... 

1237. ADA L. " *• 1866; •• ..•. 

1238. Lr.wis T. " •• 1869; •• .... 
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iicNrcnilaiilH of Rlelinrd ICHIh (239^ of llelclliit;, lotila Co.* 

.illcli.. ninilcic (72), Joliii. Hr. (15), nnd KIcltard'I^lllH. 

nil of AHliOelcl. 

.7.4CJ) CIIAUI^BS ninilCK d«I.IS....norii. 1829: Died, ... 

.;50) IvLIZA A. I^OCKmrOOD " 1842; •• .... 

^Tarried in Grand R.ipids, Mich., April 30th, 1863. 
Til KIR CHILDREN.— Born in Dcldinc Ionia County. Michisan. 

1240. May Louisa Ellis Bom, 1863; Died, .... 

1241. \Ym. Erastus " •• 1867; *• 



(751) nR. HRASXUS R* BI^I^IS Horn, 1832; Died, .... 

1752) m. MIXEUV A ELLIS* " 1831; •• 18S4 

Married in Belding, Mich., April 22nd, 1857. 

rill'.IK CITILDRKN.— Born, the fmt in Owrocito, die three next in Ormnd Rapids, and the 
btt in Detroit, Mich. 

1242. ELiZAnETH K Ellis Bom, 1858; Died, .... 

1243. Hkikn M. •• •• 1S60; " .... 

1244. JKSSIE R. " •' 1863; •* .... 

1245. EnwARD D. " •• 1867; •• .... 

1246. Anna Bkllk " •• 1873; .*' ^874 

*l>.iu|s1iicror F.clw.inl D. Kllin, of Monroe, Mich. See No. 7.13, page 37. 



IleMcctiditittfi of I«e\vl» Ellis (241)* of ReldlnsTt Midi., Dlmiclc 
(72), joliti, Br* (15), atid Rlcliard Klllitf nil of Anliflcld. 

(757) MARY L. ELrLrlS Bom, 1854; Died, .... 

(758) FRED. H. RAXNEY " 1853; " .... 

Married in Bclding, Mich., 1S75. 
THEIR CHILDREN.-Bornin Beldin^. Mich. 

1247. Ellis W. Rannky Born, 1878; Died, .... 

1248. Carrie L. " " 1S80; " .... 

1249. HattibB. •• , " 1883; " .... 



From pai;e 43 up to this point are included the tixiU generation of Richard Elli** descend- 
ants, except those of hU ton Caleb. The latter bcinff much younger than the others it i% 
tlion(;ht b«-st to omit them from this part of the book, but their names will be given, so far as 
can be ascertained in connection with their parents, under the next section of Personal 
Skctrhn. 
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Personal Sketches 

OF 

^tjliclmvcl and ^auc %n\& 

AND THKIR DESCENDANTS. 

In this ^icction will be found sketches of every descendant of Richard 
Ellis, so far as the snmc can he obtained. The numbers al the head of each 
name in the Sketches refer to the same number and person in the Record. 

Where names or dates in the Record differ from those in the Sketches, the 
latter may be taken as correct. 



FIRST GENERATION. 

(I.) IMCIIAIIW' ELLIS* (For sketch see pages 9 
to 16.) 

Ci.) JAXK IMIILLIPS. (For sketch see page 16. 
For a more full account 01 the Phillipses sec Afpaidix. 



SECOND GENERATION. 

Clillclreit of Rlcltnrd and Jnne Klltn and tlieir ^vIvch nnd 

linMl>nuclH. 

(4.) JIEUUKX KLLIS, was born in Easton, Bristol 
Co., (formerly Plymouth Co.) Mass., Nov. 5th, 1728. 

When about 11 years of age his parents moved to 
Deerfield, Franklin Co., (then Hampshire Co.) Mass. 
While his father's family were in Deerfield, his father 
made a location in Ashfield (at that time called Hunts- 
town) and removed his family there about 174S. It is 
probable that Reuben remained in Ashfield with his father 
until near his majority. According to the records of the 
town of Sunderland, which is the first town south of 
Deerfield, Reuben Ellis was married to Mehitable Scott, 
June 4th, 1749. There in Sunderland they lived for 
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.ibtiui ihree years where their two eldest children, Martha 
aiul Benjamin, were born, as shown by the records o£ 
Sunderland. 

About 1 75 1 Reuben removed to Ashiield, as on the 
u'lords of lh.it town are found llu* names and dales of 
birth of all his children exxcpt the first two, his third child, 
Reuben, Jr., being born in Ashfield, Feb. I2th, 1752, and 
his youngest David in 1763. About this time Reuben pur- 
cliascd of his father, Richard Ellis, a lot of land known as No. 
56 of the 50 acre "Rights'* as the land was then divided. 
The deed was dated Dec. 25lh, 1751. This probably is 
a part of the farm where Reuben lived and raised his 
family, and where after his death his youngest son, David 
IJIlis, lived until 1818, when he sold out to Mr. Jesse 
Ranney and removed to Springfield, Erie Co., Penn. 

Reuben Ellis was a man of worth and highly respect- 
cil. In the French and Indian War from 1754 ^^ ^757 ^^ 
was an ensign in the Colonial service and was in several j 
engagements. On one occasion, himself and several com- t 
panions took captive a squad of French soldiers. Two of 
ihe guns taken were retained by Reuben and were in the 
possession of his sons, Benjamin and Jonathan, 60 years 
afterwards. They were old fashioned guns, but would carry 
a ball with great accuracy over a mile. When the Rev- 
olutionary war for American independence was opened 
he was too old for military service, but records in posses- 
sion of his descendants show that he contributed liberally to 
the support of the cause. His three sons, Benjamin, Richard 
and David were soldiers in the Revolutionary army. He 
(lied April 21st, i7S6|in the 58th year of his age. A stone 
in the Ellis neighborhood burying-ground* opposite where 
his father made tho first settlement, marks his grave. 

Reuben's residence was built upon the rise of ground 
about 60 to 80 rods south-west of the large house which 

* This btiryin^'ground was nearly opposite where Richard Ellis made the first sefilenient in 
this town. iS«e pajcc ii.) It was in the Kilis neti^hborliood and will be mcniioiicd in this work 
MS the **F.llis' burvin|;-ground/' In after yeant it wus known as the UelUin)( bur>-ius;>i;round 
(rem Mr. John ISeldini; having long resided where Richard Ellis firat settled. The lleldings 
have all left Ashtield, but the members of the extensive silk'manufacturing tinn of "Belding 
Uruthers*' (grandsons of John) were raised on this farm and as they occasionally visit Ashlield, 
this burying-grouod is kept to order mainly at their expense. 
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now stands on that farm near the main roadwaj'. This 
house like all houses in those early times, was built of 
logs. The remains of the cellar and the stone chimney 
were visible as late as 1840, when the writer, a small 
boy, visited that locality. It is said that up to the pre- 
sent time some relics of the old orchard, which was near 
the hou'ise, are to be seen. 

Reuben's farm was considered one of the best in this 
part of Ashfield, and he displayed good judgment in 
erecting his house on a pleasant elevation of ground, 
lis hcalthfuhiess was evident from the vigor and lon- 
gevit}' of his wife and children. 

His farm comprised much more than the original 50 
acre Right which he purchased of his father. In 18x8 
Mr. Jesse Ranney, father of Mrs. Hannah Ranney Ellis 
(240), purchased this farm of David Ellis (32). About 
1790, David Ellis and his brother Jonathan (26) built the 
large two story square house which yet stands on the 
northerly roadway from Conway to Ashfield Plain. It is 
said that the brick used in the construction of the chim- 
ney, arches, oven and fire places, would be sufficient to 
build an entire house on the modern plan. 

Here Mr. Ranney raised his family of ten children. 
He died in 1857. His son, Charles Ranney, succeeded to 
the farm, which he sold to Mr. John Mann, about 1S60. 
Mr. Mann now owns and resides on this farm. 

(5.) MEJIITAKLE SCOTT, wife of Reuben Ellis, was 
born in Sunderland, May 3rd, 1722, and died in Ashfield, . 
Dec. 2nd, 1804, in the 83d year of her age. Her parents, 
Richard and Elizabeth Scott, were among the early set- 
tlers in Sunderland. She was said to have been a good 
and christian woman. It is probable that both she and 
her husband Reuben were members of the Baptist church. 
She was hurried beside her husband in the Ellis neighbor- 
hood burying ground. Sketches ol their children and 
families may be found from Nos. 21 to 32. 
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(iu) BEXJAMIX ELLIS, second child of Richard 
Ellis, was born in Easton, Mass., Sept. 26th, 1730, and 
ilicil Nov. 17th of the same year, 

(7.) 3IAIIY KLLLS, third child of Richard Ellis, was 
born in Easton, March 2Sth, 1732. Of her descendants the. 
writer jjets no trace. It is most likely that she married 
in the eastern part of Mass., and was but little known 
to the Ashfield relatives. That she lived to mature years, 
is ijuite evident from a letter written in 1850 bj' Aaron 
Smith of St6ckton, Chautauqua Co., N. Y., whose grand- 
mother was Remember Ellis, (9) a daughter of Richard. 
Aaron Smith was born in Ashfield in 1792. and in the 
litter alxjve referred to says: "Richard Ellis had eight 
children, four of whom John, Jane, Hannah and Remem- 
ber I have seen." 

(%) KEMEMBEU ELLIS SMIl^H, fourth child of 
Richard was born in Easton, May ist, 1735. She was 
about ten years of age when her father settled with his 
family in Ashfield, where she lived the rest of her life. 
July isl, 1756, she was married to Elder Ebenezer Smith, 
a .son of Mr. Chileab Smith, Sr., the third settler in Ash- 
lit:lil. The following account of their marriage, found in 
tlu* records of the Smith family, has been sent to the 
writer. ** There being no minister or magistrate at Ash- 
lield at the time, on the wedding day the groom took 
till* bride behind him on horseback and guided by marked, 
trees rode from Ashfield to DeerJield to have the ceremony 
performed. His father Chileab Smith went before them on 
another horse with his gun to guard them from the Indians. 
She was reported in the family as a person of uncommon 
worth.** 

She died at Ashfield, Sept. 15* I795» aged 60 years. 
She had seven children. Her husband 

(!«•) ELDKll EltKNEZKK SMITH, was born in 
South Uadley, Mass., Oct. 4lh, I73^^ and died in Stock- 
ton, N. Y., July 6th, 1824. He was a Baptist minister, 
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began to preach when 19 years of age, and wa3 ordained 
Aug. 20th, 1 761, I 

When a young man he served in the army in the French 
and Indian War, and assisted in building a fort around his 
father's house, which was a resort of the neighborhood 
against the Indians for about three years. After the dealli 
of Remember Ellis, his first wife, in 1795, Elder Smith mar- 
ried Lucy Shepardson, June 15th, 1796. She died Oct. 5lh, 
1808, aged 68 years. Jan. 5th, 1809, he married Esther 
Harvey, and she died Oct. 14th, 1814, aged 78. 

Elder Smith was a pure and noble man and was held in 
high esteem by all who knew him, and he was extensively 
known throughout New England and New York. Elder 
Supply Chase, of Detroit, Mich., a Baptist minister now over 
86 years of age, says: *' Elder Ebenezer Smith's is one of the 
sanctified names in the Baptist denomination." Both he and 
his father, Chileab Smith, were pioneers in the Baptist faith 
in western Mass. The persecution they suffered on account 
of their religious belief was almost incredible. This extend- 
ed over a course of about ten years and required them to 
make repeated journeys to the General Court at Boston for 
redress o( their grievances. Their orchards were lorn up 
and lands sold to pay tithes for the support of other churches 
than their own. Warrants for their arrest on fictitious 
charges were issued, but in each instance they were com- 
pletely vindicated. A year before his death Elder Smith 
wrote quite a full account of his ministry and trials, extracts 
from which may be found in the Appcmliw 

Elder Ebenezer Smith was a son of Chileab Smith, Sr., 
who was bom in South Hadley, Mass., in 1708, and he, 
Chileab, was a son of Preserved Smith, who was born in 
i679,who was a son of Preserved Smith, born Jan. 27th, 1637, 
and the latter was a son of Rev. Henry Smith, of Wethers- 
field, Conn., who emigrated from England in 1636. In 
crossing the ocean they encountered such violent storms that 
all hopes of their reaching land was lost. However they 
were providentially preserved, and having a son born on the 
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voyage, ihey gave him the name of Preserved, which has 
been a frequent name in the Smith family in every genera- 
tion since. 

Mr. Chileab Smith, Sr., was a very positive character, 
ami llic most noted man in Ashfield's history. On account 
of a schism in the church at Weathersficld, Conn., a large por- 
tion of the congregation removed to Hadley, Mass. Years 
atUM'wards another schism took place at Hadley,when Chileab 
moved lo Ashficld in 1750 — then called Huntstown. At the 
a;{c of 80 years he was ordained a Baptist minister by his 
.sons Kldcrs 12bene/i!r and Eiios Smith. At the age of 85 
he married his second wife. He died in Ashiield in 1800, 
aged 92 years. His first wife, and mother of his children, 
was Sarah Moody. One of his sons, Chileab, Jr., was born 
in Hadley in 1742, and died in Ashfield in 1843, aged 100 
years and seven months. 

Elder Ebenezer Smith was a minister of the gospel 72 
years, and preached 10,920 sermons, and rode one horse over 
25,000 miles. He preached in Ashfield nearly 40 years. 
When 76 years of age he made a visit to Cayuga County, 
N. Y., where several of his children had settled. He made 
the trip on horseback and was gone 120 days, and preached 
as many sermons as he was days gone. At Throopsville, 
Cayuga Co., N. Y., he preached to the settlers there in the 
hollow of a large buttonwood tree* which held an audience of 
y persons. From this as a beginning the IJajitist church 
there was founded. 

His last sermon in Ashfield was "delivered Ma}' 22, 1S15, 
hcfore a large assembly." He was then in his 81st year. 
The sermon was printed and reads like a good, old-fashioned, 
strictly orthodox discourse. The next year he removed to 
Stockton, Chautauqua Co., N. Y., where his son Ebenezer, 
Jr., had settled in 1815. Ever}' Sabbath thereafter, until his 
ilcath, he rode his horse to the place of worship. He died 
at the house of his son Ebenezer, Jr., July 6ih, 1824, aged 89 

*i wa» al the tree in litij. J'licrr iva« a iKkit nil uiir %\de. 
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years, 9 months, and two days, in the full vigor of his mental 
powers, and as full of honors as of years. While he de- 
plored his lack of educational privileges in his youth, he 
knew the advantages of early education and his eldest son. 
Preserved, and youngest son, Richard, went to Urown Uni- 
versit}', where they graduated. lie raised seven children, 
and a year before his death estimated his posterity then liv- 
ing at 100 souls. Personally Elder Smith was about five 
feet eight inches tall, thick set and dark complexioned. For 
an account of his children and their descendants, see Nos. 
34 to 46. For a more full account of the Smiths of Ash- 
field, see Appendix. 

(11.) JANE ELLIS PHILLIPS, third daughter of 
Richard Ellis, was born in Easton, Nov. nth, 1737. She 
probably was married in Easton, as all her eight children 
were born there. In after years several of her children 
settled in Windham Co., Vermont. After the death of her 
husband, in 1805, she lived in Newfane, Vt., many years. 
At the time of her death she was living with her son, 
John Phillips, Jr., in Marlboro, Vl., which is about 25 miles 
north of Ashiield, Mass. One of her grandsons, James 
Charier, of Williamsville, Vt., now 77 years of age, writes 
** I was well acquainted with her. She was a very devoted 
Christian of the Baptist denomination." She lived to the 
age of 93 years. She was very smart and could walk a 
mile up to a week of her death. She was of medium height 
and weight, light complexion and blue eyes. For an ac- 
count ot her children see Nos. 47 to 61. Her husband 

(12.) JOHN PHILLIPS, was born in Easton, May 
2 1st, 1734. ^^ ^^^^ Y^. 14th, 1805. He was a son oi 
Samuel Phillips, who was born in Easton in 1702, and a 
grandson of Capt. John Phillips of Easton. Whether he 
died in Easton or in Vermont does not appear. For a more 
full account of the Phillipses of Ashdeld and Easton, see 
Appendix. 

(1»). MATTHEW ELLIS, sixth child of Richard Ellis, 
was born in Easton, Dec. 19th, 1739. He was but two or 
three years of age when his father moved to Deerfield and 
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bill seven or eight when he settled in Ashfield. From no 
account which the writer can obtain does it appear with 
certainty what became of Matthew or where he settled. It 
is known that after the death of his mother in Ashfield (then 
Ihinlstown) his father removed to Colerain, in the same 
loiinty, about 15 miles north-easterly from Ashfield. He 
look with him his two youngest children, Hannah and Caleb. 
That Matthew also went with them, or was there for a time, 
is evident from a charge found in his father's account book, 
under the date of Nov., 1768, in acct. with "William Clark J 
llie First: * To stoneing your well 15 shillings. To 
Mallhew one day at ye well 6 shillings and sixpence.'* 

It is probable that Matthew Ellis was not married at this 
lime, although he was 28 years of age, for no trace of him 
or his descendants are- found in Colerain. Circulars of 
inquiry have been quite extensively sent throughout the 
Slates, from which the following response has been received 
from Indiana. Whether the writer is one of the descendants 
of Matthew Ellis of Ashfield, has not as yet been decided 
hill it seems probable that such is the case. Further inquiry 
will be made, ihe result of wliich will have to be deferred to 
ihe Appendix^ as it is too late for this part of the book: 

Jackson, Tipton Co., Ind., Dec. i6th. 1SS5. 

Oftir Sir: — T have before me n circular lianded to my son, W. J). KIlis, 
iii.iLiii|« inquiries about the descendants of Richard Ellis, of Ashfield, Mass. 
My father's name was Eliphalet and his father was Matthew Ellin, who was, 
f think a son of Ridunrd Ellis of Ashfield. My father Eliphalet was born in 
I7!i7. and settled in Indiana, about the year ]S32, and died in 1S44. I have 
heard him speak of Ellisburfr, and of his brothers Enos, Seth and Levi, and 
^i%ii*rs Ann and Sarah, but I do not know where they lived. His children were 
(:tftM|;e. l)orn 1815, Ann, 1S17, William, 1S19. Enos. iSsi, Oavid, 1823, 
Matthew, 1S30, Reuben (myself) 1S34, Levi, 1836, and Sally, 1838. 

My father. Eliphalet Ellis, was in the war of 1S12. and was in the 
h.ittle of Sackclt's Harbor. I think he was bom in New York or Vermont, i 
.My older brothers are all dead and I have no knowledge of any more distant i 
iclatives. I will make inquiries and let you know if I learn anything further. ' 

Youfs \c., REUBEN ELLIS. 

Ill Dr. E. R. Ellis, Detroit. Mich. 

Nom. —My :nmi. Sarali Kiilion Franklin (95], of (iuilford, Vi., ii«cil to wy thai: "Xjtvx 
\ MiN.iuil «iiii' tlicy imIIimI • l.iph' Mlli* |iii«>»l liLrlv Klipli.-ilrl.J were in llir Uuilit*f Sim'LiU'h 
M iiU'i. Jrlii-rstMi i\i.. N. v. | May 99. 1S13. | * l.tpli' wuh then living: in or nmr i'uitlMjjf. 
I' lift ^111 1'o., N. Y."— /..-//i-ry/v/** Koitrt J'uHon^ iituwu AVoi-, / "/., .1////, s\Mk 

* ** Kicliard Klfih lived near Mr. ClarkV My bihvr tHMicht the f.iim of Wui. CUik. 
1 Imvc I veil many iimc« 10 ilic well upokcn of. 1 w.ts liorn licrv in aSis. My fuilicr, iirjud- 
r^thrr and ureal grandfather have lived here uncc the (ir«>t »«ittrniciit of fh« ti»wn. There 
-•« no Fulioni or Kllise* here now."--iL^//r>/r*w/ JJhgk J*. MiUtr^ L\f/rrmi»i^ Jmmt^tsyj. 
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Jabez Franklin, of Guilford, Vt., now 90 years of ajje, 
who married Sarah Fulton, of Colerain, a grand-daughter 
of Richard Ellis, says that " some of the Ellises moved into 
Vermont, but he has lost the run of them.'* If these were 
related to Ricliard Ellis they must have been descendants of 
Matthew, as all the other Ellis families are accounted for. 

(15). LIKUT. JOHN ELLIS, seventh child of Rich- 
ard Ellis, was born in Deerfield, Mass., Jan. 23rd, 1742, and 
died in Ashfield, Aug. 17th, 1827, aged 85 years. 

He said his father move<l from Deerfield to Ashfield 
when he was three years old. Jul}' 19th, 1763 (records of 
Ashfield) he married Mary* Dimick. About this date he 
bought the farm 100 rods west of the corners where his 
father first settled. lie built a log house about 15 rods 
west of where the present farmhouse now stands, in which 
all his family were raised. Remains of this log house were 
visible up to 40 years ago. About 1795 the present house 
was built, in which he resided until his death.f He was a 
man of quite large business capacity (or his time. Besides 
farming he engaged in the milling business. On Bear river, 
which runs through the north part of his farm, he had a saw 
mill, and lower down the stream, about 20 rods below the 
roadway bridge, was the old grist mill erected by his father 
and the Smiths, which was later — about the time of the 
Revolutionary war — in his charge. He was one of the first 
to declare for the Independence of the Colonies and to take 
up arms in behalf of the cause. At this djiy we can hardly 
appreciate the moral heroism required of the Colonists to | 
break away from and resort to arms against the mother 
country. At first many of the old and inlluenlial residents 
of Ashfield were opposed to the rebellion, as they called it. 
Families were divided and near and dear relatives opposed 

*ThU nimtf U also written Molly And Polly in varlou-i iiiRtancei among tlio early genera- 
liont. 

tMr. Charles Rogen now owns and reside* on this farm. In the rear of the house stands 
an applc'trec ten (eet and sis inches in circti inference, six feet above the ground. This tree, 
tome years, produces 75 bushels of npples, nni\ Mr. Ix'tviM K.llis of lirldini;, Mich., who w;u 
born on this place in 1811. says thai in the early ycant of his recollection it li»d been known to 
grow 150 bushels annually. Ii maybe s;iid that the liilUsidcs uf that mountainous region 
were famous for growing fruit, principally apples. 
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each other in the early part of the conflict. Some of the 
most noted and outspoken tories in Ashfield had sons who 
had already gone to the front in the patriot army, and had 
laid down their lives in its service. 

Lkiil. John 15llis was commissioned an olllcer in the: war 
of the Revolution and did service during the whole conflict, 
lie was in several engagements in Eastern New York about 
Saratoga and Lakes George and Champlain. From 1777 
to i;[So he was, a portion of the lime, detailed for home 
duly in raising recruits and provisions to carry on the war. 
In the AfpcmUx will be found some interesting accounts 
li'l'i by him, bearing on this subject. He was said to have 
bi'cn a man of good judgment and large influence, which 
he exerted most judiciously in the support of the cause 
of independence. He understood and acted upon the 
Inghcst principles of liberty. At various times irrespon- 
sible but over-zealous patriots proposed violence toward 
some of the leading tories. Lieut. Ellis condemned this j 
vigorousl}' and declared that every man's liberty was- sacred j 
so long as he committed no overt acts ot hostility to the ' 
cause of independence. About 1800 he visited. Central 
Now York, where he bought tracts of land on which two 
ol his sons settled. About this lime there was quite an 
rmigration h'om Ashfield, many of the residents seeking 
new homes in Cayuga and Onondaga Counties, N. Y. 
Among these were several of the Ellises, Annables, Bart- 
k'tts, Phillipses and others from the Ellis neighborhood in 
Ashlield. Of these mention will be made in other parts of 
iliis work. Lieut. John Ellis in personal appearance was 
rather short in stature, thick set and of a hardy and; 
vigorous constitution. He was a Methodist in religious 
hi'licf and a class leader, so called, among the members. 
Hfadstones in the Ellis burying ground mark the graves 
of himself and wife. For sketches of his children, see Nos.} 
631075. 
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(l(i). MOLLY DIMICK,* wife of Lieut. John Ellis, of 
Ash field, was born in Barnstable, ^Llss., Dec. 6th, 1838, 
and died in Ashfield, Sept. 8th, 1827. At what time she 
came to Ashfield does not appear, but probably about a 
year before her marriage, for her brother-in-law, Samuel 
Annable, Jr., who married her older sister Desiah. settled 
in Ashfield about 1762. It is probable that Molly or 
Mary Dimick came at the same time. She was from 
"the Cape," as Barnstable Co. was called. Old letters 
from relatives there indicate that she had brothers, Edward, 
Charles, and Constant Dimick in or near Barnstable, and an 
older sister, who married an Agry, who lived in HoUowell, 
Maine. Mrs. Ellis was a very devoted mother, a respected 
and beloved neighbor, and a sincere Christian woman. 

(17). HANNAH ELLIS FDLTON, eighth child of 
Richard Ellis, was born Oct. 13th, 1750, and died in 
Guilford, Vt., in 1839. After the death of her mother 
in Ashfield her father removed to Colerain.f She went 
with him and her youngest brother Caleb. She was then 
about 15 years of age and was her father's housekeeper 
until her marriage in 1772 to James Fulton, of Colerain. 
They lived in the north-east part of the town, where they 
raised a family of ten children. She lived here until the 
death of her husband, when she went to her daughter, 
Sarah (95) in Guilford, Vt. She was rather short, weight 
160 lbs., and of fair complexion. For an account of her 
children, see Nos. 77 to 95. Her huband, 

(IS). JAMKS FULTOX, was born May 24th, 17.19, 
and died in Colerain, March 20th, 1834. He was a son of 
Robert Fulton, who was one of the first settlers of the 
town. In early times the Fultons were numerous and 
influential in Colerain. They lived in the north-east part 
of the town. In Richard Ellis' account book are found 
the names of William, John, Robert and Sarah Fulton, 

• I'he name Diitiirk \% found in old writinf?*, IHtnock, Dimmlclc .ind Dymock. KIder 
'riinin.ttt Oymock wa« rarly idcntilicd with ihr history «»f H:irnsiiiblr. Ilr died in 1658 IcivinR 
mrvcral children, lie wn« pruhubly the uiicesitur uf .ill ihr Dimicki of the Cu|»r. A furthrr 
Account of them will be found in the Af^fmiix, 

tThii town probably received its name from Colerain. Antrim Co.. in the extreme north 
oC Ireland, from whmcc some of it* earlievt Mtilrri emi^raird. 
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iHs'uIcnls there previous to ihe Revolution. James Fulton was 
;i Ihrnicr, as were nearly all the residents of Colerain at that 
lime and up to the present. He was tall and lar^je, weight 
.ibout 200 lbs., blue eyes, fair complexion, and curly hair, 
wliich lie wore long done up in a cue, the Continental style. 
(I!K) (JALEIJ ELLIS, ninth and youngest child of 
Richard Ellis, was born August i6th, 17541 ^"^' ^''^^ '" 
l-;ilisburg, Jeflcrson Co., N. Y., in March, 1813. 

. It is iK>t probable that he was bom in Ashfield, for 
at thi- time of his birth the settlers of that town had gone 
U) the older settlements, to avoid the Indians during the 
period of the French and Indian war. However this may 
K', it is evident that he was with his father in Colerain 
iMrlv in life, and on the 24th of Jan., 1777, at which date 
his name is found in his father's books. He was then 22 
years of age. He early joined the Revolutionary army, in 
which he served several campaigns. He was under Gen- 
cr.ils Ciates and Ethan Allen at Lake Champlain, Ticonde- 
rtiga, and when Burgoj-nc surrendered. He served through 
nuisi of the Revolutionary war. About 1779 '^^- i"«n*iod 
.Mary Crouch and, it is said, lived for some time in Vermont, 
lie next moved to Oneida Co., N.T., near Litchfield, and in 
I7<>5 he settled permanently in Jefferson Co., N. Y., at a 
place which was named after him, Ellisburg. Here he pur- 
cliased 500 acres of land and built a grist mill. This was his 
home until his death in 1813. He probably learned the mill- 
ing business with his father. It is evident that he was a man* 
of inilustry, courage, and perseverance, for it requires all 
these qualities to succeed in so wild and remote a region 
.iH JefTcrson County was when he settled there. Here he 
raised his family of eleven children, and quite a number of 
his descendants now reside there and at Belleville, in the 
same county. (See Nos. 97 to 118). 

no.) aiAHY CllOrCir, wife of Caleb Ellis o( Ellisburg, 
.\. v., was born Aug. 4th, 1757. Where she was born or 
where married does not appear from any records found. She 
diid in Ellisburg, N.Y., in April, 1813. She and her husband 
are said to have been members of the Methodist church. 
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THIRD GENERATION/ 

eiilicircti of Reulien IvIIIh (4), of AHlillelcl, niid tlicir %%*lvefi, 
CSriitidclillclroii <»r Rlclinrd KlllH, front Mon. <i to 32. 

(il.) MART If A KLLIS, first child of Reuben and Me- 
hiiable Ellis was born in Sunderland, Mass., in 1750. She 
was a mule (deaf and dumb)»and never marrie<I. After the 
death of her j^arenls in Ashlield she resided with her young- 
est brother David Ellis, and removed with him to Spring- 
field, Erie Co., Penn., in rSiS, where she died in 1832. She 
was a very industrious, conscientious and Christian woman. 

(•i2.) JtKNJAlMlN KI.LIS, second child o( Reuben Ellis 
of Ashfield, was born in Sunderland, May 7th, 1751. 

March 15th, 1774, he married Ruth Pike in Ashfield, 
where their two oldest children — Stephen and Lurenca — 
were born ; the last named, born Jan. loth, 1777. About 
this time he joined the Revolutionary army and was a sol- 
dier several years. 

His principal occupaticns were farming and milling. In 
the early part of his married life he lived in Deerfield, Mass., 
where most of his eight children were born. In iSkx>hc 
purchased a large farm in Sempronius,* Cayuga Co., N. Y., 
which he divided with his brother Jonathan, where they both 
settled. 

Benjamin soon after built a small grist mill at Montville, 
near his farm, which he operated several years, and where 
his sons Stephen, Moses and Benjamin, Jr., learned the mill- 
ing business, which they followed long afterwards. 

In 1818 Stephen and Moses Ellis removed to North Bend, 
on the Ohio river, a few miles below Cincinnati, where they 
rented a farm of General (afterwards President) Harrison, 
and where they built a grist mill. 

In 1825 Benjamin followed his sons to North Bend, and 
in 1832 they all removed to Fayette Co., Indiana, where 
Benjamin was Postmaster, at Plum Orchard in Fayette Co., 

*Si-mproniu« at that time included several townfthips of bnd. l*liii fann h in what if 
now called Nilet, and it nbout three mile* north of Moravia. 
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up lo the lime of his death. About 1785 his wife Ruth died, 
aiul lie married Lois Mann, who is said to have been of the 
laiiiily of which Hon, Horace Mann, once president of An- 
lioch Colic jje, Ohio, was a member.* He probably married 
.Miss Mann in Deerfield, Mass., or thereabout. She was the 
moilur of his three youngest children —Reuben, Mehitable 
and Chclomcth. The dale of her death is not given. 

For his third wife licnjamin Ellis married Mrs. Zilpha 
Mills in iSzZy in Sempronius. She was a widow with one 
daughter. After Benjamin's death in Indiana in 1S35, she 
ami her daughter removed to Illinois about 1837, Benjamin 
ICllis was said to have been a remarkably pure and upright 
man, of rare intelligence and excellent memory. For a 
.sketch of his children see Nos. 119 to 132. 

(ill.) IIUTH PIKE, first wife of Benjamin Ellis, was ac- 
corcling to town Records of Ashfield, married March 15th, 
1774. When and where she was born is not recorded, so far 
as llie writer knows. It is believed, that she died in Deer- 
liold about 17S4. She was the mother of Benjamin*s five 
i'ldest children. 

iio.) IIKUBEN ELLIS Jr., third child of Reuben and 
Mchiiable Ellis, was bom in Ashfield Feb. 12th, 1752. He 
was a mute, and never married. When his brother Rfchard 
moved from Ashfield to Tioga Co., in the southern part of 
New York, about 1798, Reuben went with him and after- 
wards to Tioga Co., Penn., where he died in 1832. He was 
a very industrious, upright and sincere Christian man. In^ 
1S20 the first Baptist Church in the western part of Tioga 
Co., Penn., was organized at Delmar, now called Shippen. 
Reuben Ellis was the oldest member. He was baptized 
June 20th, 1819. He was about 80 years of age at the time 
of his death. 

(ii\.) JONATHAN ELLIS, fourth child of Reuben Ellis, 
w as born in Ashfield, Aug. 25th, 17S4. ^^ ^^^^ '" Sempro- 
nius, Cayuga Co., N. Y., in 1812. 

lie lived at his father's home and with his brother David 
built, about 1795, ^^^ large house, which now stands on that • 
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farm in Ashfield. In March, 1799, being then about 45 years 
of age, he married and removed to Sempronius, N. Y., and 
settled on a farm with his brother Benjamin. He was a 
mute, but could make a 'sound which seemed like " daunt,'* 
and from this he was generally known by the name of 
" Daunt'' Ellis. He was a great worker and it is said, was 
the most expert driver of cattle anywhere about. His oxen 
became so accustomed t.o him, that they obeyed him with 
the greatest precision. It is the tradition, which the writer 
has received from several of the older families who knew 
of him that, aside from the infirmity of hearing, ** he was 
the smartest Ellis ever in Ashfield." 

There were four mute children in Reuben Ellis' family, 
and Jonathan was the only one of them who married. He 
had eight children, four of whom grew to maturity, none of 
whom were mutes, and it is a gratification to be able to say 
that the calamity has not reappeared in any of the descend- 
ants. It is said, that on the birth of each child he made 
sounds to test the child's hearing capacity, and when he 
found it perfect in this respect, he manifested the greatest 
delight. 

Mr. John Allis EUis of Conneaut, Ohio, is the only one 
of this family of children now living. He was born in Sem- 
pronius in 1809. It is said, that he is almost an exact like- 
ness of his father Jonathan, which fact gives additional in- 
terest to the very excellent likeness of him found on another 
page. (See No. 138). For sketches of Jonathan Ellis' chil- 
dren see Nos. 134 to 140. 

(27.) LOIS ALLIS^ wife of Jonathan Ellis, was much 
younger than her husband. She is said to have been a de- 
voted wife and mother, and a most lovely woman. After 
the death of her husband, in 1812, she lived on the farm with 
her children for several years, when she married a Mr. 
Wells and had one son. Mr. S. V. R. Wells, the son, now 
resides in Weslfield, Chautauqua Co., N. Y., with whom his 
mother lived at the lime of her death in 1840. 
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(2S.) SUMMIT ELLIS^ fifth child of Reuben Ellis, was 
born in Ashfield, Mass., Oct. 28th, I'j^C. She was a mute 
and never married* She went with her brother Jonathan to 
Scmpronlus, lived with him and his children until his death 
in 1812. 

She then went to her brother Richard in Penns3-lvania, 
wljcrc she remained six or seven years, after which she re- 
turned to Jonathan's children in Sempronius, with whom she 
lived until about 1833, when she removed with her nephew 
Abol West Ellis (136) to Ripley, Chaulauqua Co., where 
she died the following year. She was a very industrious 
woman, and became quite an expert in weaving, as nearly 
all cloths in those times were made in the family. She de- 
vised and wove many complicated and beautiful patterns for 
coverlids for beds, etc. Like all of this family of Reuben 
Hllis' children, she was a very pious, sincere and devout 
person. She was the fourth child in her father's family who 
was a mute, an almost unheard of adliction. Tlie parents 
lould not understand why they should be subjected to so 
(;rcat a misfortune, and naturally enough had felt somewhat 
rebellious. But when the fourth mute child was born, they 
afjreed that it was for some good purpose of an All-wise 
Heing that they were thus afflicted, and that it was their 
duly to be reconciled and submit. They accordingly 
named her Submit. Two other children were afterwards^ 
born, neither of whom were thus affected. In a Note, which 
will be found on page 88, is given some interesting par- 
liculars regarding these people. 

(.1!).) Dea. IITCHABT) ELLIS, sixth child of Reuben, 
was born in Ashfield, Dec. 20th, 1760. 

December 12th, 1780, he married Eunice Chilson, of 
Conway, the next town east of Ashfield. He lived in Ash- 
licKl n few years, and it is said, operated a woolen-mill. In 
17SS to 1792 he lived in Shelbum, a town joining Ashfield 
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on the north, where he was tnfragcd in milling. This mill 
was on Deerfield river near the Charlemont line.* 

In April, 1795, Richard Ellis leased of Mn Levi Stone his 
{jrisl mill in the town of Kent, Litchfield Co., Conn., for one 
year. Sometime after this he removed to Candor, Tioga 
Co., N. Y., where he lived and kept a tavern for a dozen 
years or more. In 181 1 he wentt© Delmar, Tioga Co., Pa., 
when it was a wilderness, where he bought a large tract o( 
land and built two saw mills and two grist mills. He manu- 
factured lumber on Pine Creek, which he rafted down that 
stream and the Susquehanna river to the older sotllements 
east and south. 

While at Delmar in 1819, he lost his second wife, Chloe 
Ellis in an epidemic of fever, which swept over that part of 
the country and proved fatal to nearly all who were attacked 
with it. It was known ever afterwards as the "great sick- 
ness," and as to its cause was never fully accounted for. 
Several years later he removed to Potter Co., (next county 
west of Tioga), where he built a saw mill and grist mill at 
a place named after him lEUisburg, where he died in May, 
1841. He also built a hotel or tavern here to provide for 
travelers, and the building is yet standing. 

He was the father of 19 children, 15 of whom grew 
to maturity and most of them to old age. Mrs. Lucretia 
Stipp, of Scio, Oregon, wife of Elder John Slipp, a Baptist 
minister, is the only one now living. (See No. 165). 

Dea. Richard Ellis was a man of great industry and 
enterprise. He was a Baptist, as were most of his children. I 
When the church was organized at Delmar, its members j 
were nearly all composed of these Ellises and their relatives. 
Three of Richard's sons, John, Consider and Richard Jr., 

*AdjoiiiinK Richard Ellis on the north, lived Kbeoeier Ellis, wl)o wm probably the father 
of Pr. F.rlwnrd Kilts uf Mcadville Pa. Dr. Eilis is now 8a vears of a^e and writes that *'his 
father, Kbcnexer, once had an intervietv with Richard KIlis of Ashfield (No. i of these sketches) 
aiul that thev could trace no relationship." Aboat this time there were several Kilis fMinilies 
in < :oshen,the first town south of Ashfield, and also in Huntington, Hampshire Co. Dr. Ellis 
of Mratlville ix a descendant of unc of these. In Conway, next town east of Ashfield, lived 
Har/.i!lia Kllii in the laiirr part of the last century. Me hud a numerous posterity, most of 
whom settled in Chautuuuua Co., N. V., 7c years ayo or ihercabuuts. Dr. S.tmucl i'>. KIlis of 
Syracuse, N. V., and Dr. l)avid E. Ellis of Belvidere, III., are descendanU of Barzillia. The 
latter wa« not a relative of Richard Ellis of Ashfield, unless through English ancestors. 
Dar^iilia Ellis, Sr., died in Chautauqua County in 1895. 
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were ordained ministers of the Baptist denomination. 
Richard Ellis was a soldier in the Revolution for some time, 
lie seemed to inherit from his grandfather, the first Richard, 
a trait which many of the Ellises since have had, that of be- 
coiuiiijf pioneers in new parts of the country. None of that 
name now live in Ashfield. The last to leave was Dea. 
Dimick Ellis, (72) who removed to Michigan in 1847. His 
children had all left some time before. The barren and in- 
hospitable region of Ashfield and thereabouts made it abso- 
Uttely necessary for all the surplus population to get out earl}^ 
in life. 

When Richard Ellis settled in southern New York, that 
country was very wild. When he went to Tioga Co., Pcnn., 
that whole region was a vast wilderness, very difTicult to 
reach. The woods were full of game and the streams 
abounded in trout and other fish. He settled on Marsh 
Creek, a branch of Pine Creek, at what is called Big Mead- 
ows. Ansonia, a station on a branch of the Blossburg & 
Tioga railroad, is located where Richard Ellis first settled 
in that county. 

In three or four years after the death of his wife Chloe, 
Richard married a very worthy woman, a Mrs. Stanton, 
widow of Judge Stanton, and soon after removed to Ellis- 
burg, Potter Co. After her death he married a widow 
Seeley, who was the mother of Betsey Seeley (No. 169) 
wife of Harry Ellis of Elllsburg, one of Richard's sons. \ 

Richard lived here until his death, May 14th, 1841. Of 
him, Mrs. Chloe Rexford, (No. 532) one of his grand- 
daughters, writes: "I recollect him well, his life was worthy 
of imitation, his neighbors found in him a wise coun- 
selor, his house, heart and hand were always open to the 
needy and unfortunate, he rejoiced with those who had joy, 
and sympathized with those in sorrow. It can truly be said, 
we have few like him now." 

For sketch of his children see Nos. 143 to 172. 
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(30.) EUNICE CHILSON, first wife of Richard Ellis, 
was from Conway, Mass. She was born Feb. nth, 1763, 
and died Nov. 27th, 1791. She lived in Shelburn at the time 
of her death, but she was buried in the Ellis ground in Ash- 
field, where a headstone now marks her grave. She was 
probably a Baptist. She had six children. 

(310 CHLOE CHILSON, second wife of Richard Ellis, 
was a sister of Eunice. Records of Ashfield, sent to the 
writer by Henry S. Ranney, Esq., who has been town clerk 
there for 40 years, give the following: **Richard Ellis and 
Chloe Chilson of Shelburn were married Feb. 19th, 1792." 
Richard had lived in Shelburn up to this time, when he may 
have removed to Ashfield. His wife, Chloe, was a Baptist 
and was one of the members who, with her husband, organ- 
ized the first Baptist church in Delmar, Pa., in 1819. She 
had 13 children. She was \)orn in 1767, probably in 
Conwaj% and died at her home in Big Meadows, Delmar 
township, Tioga Co., Penn., August 9th, 1819, with a 
malignant epidemic fever, which prevailed that season. One 
of her children and several other relatives died at the same 
time, with the same disease. 

(32.) Dea. DAYID ELLIS^ seventh and youngest child 
of Reuben Ellis, was born in Ashfield, Jan. 30th, 1763. 
When 16 years of age he was drafted into the service of the 
Revolutionary army in which he served several years. He 
was a faithful soldier, and as a young man was of more than 
ordinary intelligence and trustworthiness. On the 20th of 
May, 1794, he was appointed by Samuel Adams, then Gov- 
ernor of the commonwealth of Massachusetts, an ensign in 
the Fifth Regiment of militia for Hampshire county. 
(Hampshire then included Franklin Co., in which Ashfield is 
situated.) In Sept., 1795, Gov. Adams appointed him a 
lieutennnt in the same regiment. July 8th, 1784, he married 
Sarah Washburn, and settled on the farm with his father. 
The latter died two years later, and his mother resifled with 
him until her decease in 1804. David*s brother Jonathan 
also lived with him until about the time of his marriage in 
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J799i A"^ ^^^ eldest sister, Martha (2z), remained with him 
during her whole life. She had the best of care, and was ; 
beloved by all who knew her. 

David Ellis had five children, all of whom were born and 
reared on this farm — the old homestead where Reuben, his 
father, first settled in Ashfield in 1751. j 

In 1818 David with his sons William (176), and David, 
Jr. (180), sold out all their interests in Ashfield and removed 
to North Springfield, Erie Co., Penn. They made the 
journey with ox teams and were six weeks on the trip, the 
men walking most of the way. When they settled in their 
new home it was an unbroken wilderness of heavily timbered 
land. By dint of hard labor, energy and patience all the 
usual obstacles met with in a new country were gradually 
overcome, and they made homes where himself and wife 
passed the remainder of their days in comfort, and where 
many of their descendants now live. They first made a 
clearing and planted an orchard, some of the' trees of which 
arc yet standing to show the industry of the early pioneers. 
His daughter Sarah (178), who married Capt. James Flower 
in Ashfield, in 1810, removed with her husband to Wesley- 
ville, Erie Co., soon after their marriage, and it is probable 
that this eyent was one of the reasons which induced her 
father and brothers to settle in the same section. David 
Ellis was an ardent Baptist and for many years a deacon 
in the church, and was noted for his Christian example. 

I Ic lived as he believed God directed him to. Often he 
tilled the pulpit in tlie absence of the pastor. He was a 
thorough Bible scholar, it being said of him that he could 
give the chapter and verse of any Bible quotation given him. 

I I is large family Bible, that was used daily in family wor- 
ship, was brought with him from Ashfield, and is now in 
tlie care of his grand-daughter, Mrs. Louisa Ellis Patterson. 
1598.) 

Me always retained the old New England custom of 
rigidly observing the Sabbath from Saturday at sun-down 
to sun-down of the next day. His i-eligious principles were 
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carried into all the conduct of his life, and he was widely 
known for his integrity and reliability. An incident in 
confirmation of this was told by one of his gr.indsons (572), 
who settled in Wisconsin over 40 years ago. The latter 
desired to inirchasc a horse on credit ol a man who had 
known his grandfather years before in Ashilcld. lie was 
informed that " if he was a descendant of Deacon David 
Ellis he could have the horse without other security than his 
word as to the terms of payment," thus proving that a good 
name is the best inheritance for children. He still livcth in 
memory, and his life on earth was one to the honor of his 
many descendants. 

The old farm bought by Deacon Ellis was the home of 
his son William (176,) during his lifetime, and is now the 
home of his grandson, Joseph Ellis (585). 

Dea. David Ellis died in North Springfield, in 1843. ^^^ 
sketch of his children see Nos. 174 to 182. This family of 
Ellises — Reuben's children — were mostly large, tall and with 
dark hair and complexion, which latter they most likely de- 
rived from their mother, who was a Scott (5). David Ellis* 
wife 

(33.) SAllAH WASHBURN, was born 1764. She 
was a daughter of Deacon Samuel Washburn, of Ashficld. 
The Washburns were .1 prominent family in Ashfield in 
those times and she was a woman of intelligence and refine- 
ment. Like her husband she was a radical Baptist. It is re- 
lated that she often and expressly cautioned her children and 
grandchildren against the Universalists, a caution which not 
all observed, as some of the latter became in after years 
prominent members of that denomination. She died in 
Springfield in 1S48, aged nearly 84 years. 



^^0fe to page ^.— In regard lo these mittc sons and daughters of Reuben 
EUis of Ashfield— Martha (21), Reuben (25), Jonathan (26), and Submit (28),— 
there is. a well* founded tradition worthy of further con sideratfon. The generation 
which knew them in their early years has gone by, but some are yet living, who 
have heard these reports from their ancestors, and regard them as well founded. 
It is, that these persons all h.id, what was called among people in the neighbor- 
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h«>o«l, ** Angels visits" It was claimed, that they had appearances to them of 
spiritual or angelic beings, who gave them instruction in the way they should 
live. At the time of these first occurrences they were young and possessed of 
.ill ilic vi^or and gaiety of the average youth. They were favorites in society, 
.11 tended most of the balls and parties, to which they usually had "free tick- 
et .". 'rii<7 ct»ul«1 ki-rp time to the music and go lliruugli nil the cli:iu};i*s uf 
•Liiicing in perfect order. All at once a great change cnuir over tlieiu, tlicy 
liecaiuv devoutly pious, abjured all dancing and frivolity, and said, that * 'angels 
had appeared to them and instructed them how they should live to avoid sin 
and l)ccome upright and useful." They lived to old age, and all accounts agree 
iliai they never lost their religious principles or pious ardor. From central 
ami western New York, Ohio and Michigan, the writer gets conBrmaliun of 
thcbC rc]>orts, which were traditional with many who had emigrated from that 
part of Ashfield 50 to 100 years ago, that these mules "had angels visits, and 
ail the people believed it." 

Of Jonathan's (26) claim to these extraordinary visitations one instance is 
rcbted, which convinced many of the people of their truthfulness. He said, 
that on a time when he was in the sugar-bush, sitting upon a log eating his 
hiiu'h, he beheld an angel coming down to converse with him. The latter gave 
him some good instruction, and besides told him that across the Connecticut 
liver, which was about 20 miles distant, there was a deaf and dumb man who 
wanted to see and talk with him. Jonathan went home full of enthusiasm and 
told the family of the occurrence, and began to make ready for the trip. 1 1 is 
parents tried to convince him that it was folly and deception and to dis^uatle 
hini from going, as he was a total stranger in the locality mentioned. He re- 
plied that the angel had offered to go with him and show him the way, and he 
must go. He dressed in his Sunday suit and started. In due time he returned 
and reported that he had found the man he went to see, and that he was wait' 
iisj^ and e.rpteting to see him and that he had had a pleasant interview, etc. 
As a memorable and convincing part of this occurrence it is stated as a fact, \ 
that during the time when Jonathan was under this angelic influence, he had 
his sf^tt'ch and hearing, 

A relative now 75 years of age, who was bom in Ashfield in iSiz, and^i 
who lived there half his lifetime, and whose veracity none can (question, in- 
forms the writer that several of those ancestors who knew Jonathan Ellis, and 
his brother and sisters, told him of these occurrences, substantially as related 
above, and that they all believed them to be trae. 

All this was 100 years or more ago, long before modern spiritualism was 
heard of, and it is not surprising that the people in those times were much 
puzzlcil thereat and, without attempting to further investigate the phenomena, 
let it pass simply as "angels visits," a miracle or mystery beyond their ken. Of 
course phenomena such as above related are not in accordance with Natural 
Aau's, and hence if susceptible of explanation at all, must be in accordance with 
S/^iritual Laws or laws of mind, which it is no assumption to say, are as real 
a« are those of a material character with which all are familiar. Probably the most 
profound investigator and voluminous writer in this department of learning 
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which tlie world has ever known, is Swedenborg, who was born in 1688 and 
departed this life in 1772. It has occurred to the writer that probably one versed 
in his philosophy might give a reasonable explanation of such plienomena as 
above related. Accordingly he has submitted these proof -sheets to Rev. Mr. 
Frost of Detroit, Mich., a minister of the New Jerusalem Church (.Swedenbor- 
gian), also to Rev. Elisha Ellis (627), of Westbury, N. V., minister of the 
Chrisli«in Church, .nnd to Elder John Stipp, of Scio, Oregon, whose wife, 
Lucrelia (1C5). was a daughter of Richard Ellis (29), of Ellisburg, Pa. Elder 
Stipp is an aged minister of the Baptist Church. Each of these reverend gentle- 
men have been requested to give their views on the subject. If they respond, 
the same will be given at length in the AppenSx, The phenomena mentioned 
are of a very interesting character and arc well authenticated. It is presumed 
that with the light obtained from the Scriptures with that afforded by the 
revelations nml investigations of these later times, an. intelligent explanation of 
the same can now be given. 



Children of Remettaber Kills Sniltli, (9>, and Hldcr Kbeiieser 

Bniltli, (io)t of Aslifield, and tlieir liaiiliand* and ^'Iven. 

Grandclilldren of Rldiard Kills* From Mo*. 34 to 46* 

(3i.) IRENE SMITH ALDEN, was born in Ashfield, 
July 4II1, 1757, and died March 16, 1834. She married Isaac 
Alden, o£ Ashfield, who was a lineal descendant of John 
Alden and Priscilla Muggins, who came over in the May- 
flower in 1620 and whose courtship has been immortalized 
by the poet LongfelloMr. The latter left a numerous posterity 
in Mass<ichusetts. Several of them were residents of Ash- 
field in early times. One of these was John Alden, whose 
farm was on the north side of the road opposite Reuben 
Ellis' farm. This John Alden died about 1840, a very aged 
man. He was probably a brother of Isaac Alden, men- 
tioned above. 

Irene and Isaac Alden had nine childen, one daughter 
and eight sons. The daughter married Dr. John Rathburn. 

(3G.) Kev. PRESERYED SMITH, eldest son of Elder 
Ebenezer Smith, was born in Ashfield, June 25th, 1759. He 
died Aug. I5lh, 1834, ^" Rowe, Franklin Co., Mass. 

. When 16 years of age, at the beginning of the Revolu- 
tionary war, he entered the army and served five campaigns 
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as a soldier. He was under Gen. Gates and present at the 
surrender of Burgoyne. 

He was early imbued with a desire to obtain an education, 
and began preparation for college under the instruction of 
Rev. Mr. Hubbard, of Shelburn. For some time he taught 
school in the winter and worked in the summer to procure 
means for study. He entered college in Providence, Rhode 
Island, and graduated in 1786. Soon after he commenced 
the study of theology with Rev. Mr. Emerson, of Conway, 
Mass. In 1789 he settled in the ministry in Rowe, and in 
January the following year he was married to Miss Eunice 
Wells, the youngest daughter of Col. David Wells, of Shel- 
burn. 

Although his parents were the strictest Baptists, and he 
was reared under this influence, he began his ministry as a 
Congregationalist. In 1804 he resigned his charge in Rowe 
and the next year settled in Mendon, Mass., where he 
preached to two societies or churches for several years. 
This double duty he found too great a ta.x on his energies 
and on a unanimous invitation from the church in Rowe he 
returned there in 181 2. About this time the Unitarian con- 
troversy began, and from his love of free inquiry and inde- 
pendent habit of thought he investigated the subject fully. 
The result was that he became openly a Unitarian, although 
he preferred the name purely of Christian to that of any 
sectarian designation. He was a minister for forty-five years. 

He had two children, Rev. Preserved, Jr., and Royal. 
The latter died early in life, about 1820. The eldest, Pre- 
.scrved, Jr., was bom in Rowe, Aug. ist, 1789, and died in 
Greenfield, Mass., in 1881, aged 92 years. Like his father 
he was a Unitarian minister and preached in Warwick, 
Franklin Co., nearly ail his life. He had his faculties unim- 
paired up to the time of his death. He remembered well, 
iind often related an interview which he had when ten years 
of age with his great-grandfather, Chileab Smith, Sr., who 
died in Ashfleld in 1800, at 92 years of age — a remarkable 
event of two lives covering a period of 173 years. He had 
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three children: Preserved, Jr., who now resides in Dayton, 
Ohio; Fayetle, who is a lawyer and judge in Cincinnati, O., 
and Eunice Wells Smith, who married Rev. J. F. Moors, a 
Unitarian minister who resides in Greenfield, Mass., where 
he has preav:hed for twenty-five years. 

(:W.) JKMIMA SMITH ANXABLE, second daughter 
of Elder Ebenezer and Remember Ellis Smith, was born in 
Ashfield, March i8, 1761, and died in Marcellus, Onondaga 
Co., N. Y., Feb. 13th, 1835. She married Lieut. Edward 
Annable, of Ashfield, Nov. 24, 1782 and had a family of 
eleven children. She was a ver}^ pious woman, devoted to 
her family and of rare qualities of mind and heart. She had 
a good education for one of her times, apd it was said was 
a natural mathematician and could solve problems in arith- 
metic and algebra mentally with more rapidity and ease 
than most persons could with figures. She was a great 
bible student and critic, and understood doctrinal points 
thoroughly. Her children were all born in Ashfield, except 
Fernando C, the youngest, who was born in Aurelius, 
Onondaga Co., N. Y., and he is the only one living at the 
present date. 

(39.) LIEUT. EDWARD ANNABLE, husband of 
Jemima Smith was in his day one of the most noted men of 
Ashfield. He was born in Barnstable, Mass., June 22, 1753, 
and when nine years of age his father, Samuel Annable, Jr., 
settled in Ashfield. He was a large man and of command- 
ing presence. At 18 years of age he entered the Revolu- 
tionary army and served seven years without a furlough.* 
He was at Bunker Hill, Saratoga, Brandywine, and at the 
winter encampment at Valley Forge. He commanded the 
company which relieved Gen. Anthony Wayne after the 

* Lieut. Edward Annable*s patriot Urn wat of • hifh order and came from |»atriotic nncef 
tors, although hit father wat at the openinKof the Revolution a prominent torv. In Freeman's 
" Hikiory of Cnpe Cod'* is found the following record: *' In Itanianble, June sCth, 1776, 
Thoinalk Aniiahle nud 2a others issued an address to the citixcns of the |i>wn of I'nrnstabk 
iinjinc them to aid the Independence of the Colonies. At a town-meeting held a short time 
beiorc this, the tor^' element was in a m.ijurity and voted to do nothing to aid independence. 
Mr. A nn.'thle and t)ie others protested in the following l:ingu:if:c: *Anil we rt«|ueftt th.it this 
J'rutest m:tv he entered un the luwn book tu let ^>tcnty know that there were a few in this 
town who dared to stand forth in favor of an injured and oppressed couiury, and that it i» a 
matter of great grief to us that the Cause of Liberty it treateo with such indignity by tome of 
the inhnbitanu of the town of Barnstable.' " 
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.suiTciulcr of Stony Point, May 31, 1779, ^"^ wjis witli that 
olllcer when it was recaptured July 15, 1779. He was one 
of Andrews guard at his execution, and often dwelt on the 
brave deportment of that unfortunate oflicer. He said that 
when Col. Schamel told him to speak if he wished to say 
anything, Andre raised the handkerchief from over his eyes 
and said: "Gentlemen 1 wish you all to bear me witness that 
I meet my fate like a brave man." His arms were tied so 
sliglitly that with some difficulty he could raise the handker- 
chief from before his eyes. 

Lieut. y\nnable married and settled in Ashfield. His 
father was Samuel Annable, Jr., and his mother Desiah 
Dimick, sister of Molly Dimick (16). Samuel, Jr., was born 
in Barnstable, Mass., 17 17, and died in Sempronius, N. Y,, 
about 1806. His father, Samuel, Sr., was a descendant of 
Anthony Annable and his wife Jane who came over in the 
Anne* in 1623. Anthony Annable was a prominent man, 
and much in public life. He died in Barnstable, 1674. He 
had six children, one of whom, Samuel, bom 1646, married 
Mehitable Allyn in 1667, and died in 1678. He had four 
children. His son John, born 1673, married Experience 
Taylor in 1692 and had five children, Samuel, son of John, 
born 1693, was the father of Samuel, Jr., of Ashfield and 
grandfather of Lieut. Edward Annable.f A more full 
account of the Annables will be found in the AffcmUx. 

The children of Lieut. Edward Annable and his wife, 
Jemima, were Dimick, born Sept. ist, 1783 (died in youth); 
Mehitable, born Dec. 31st, 17S4; Annar, born June 29lh, 17S6; 
Alcemena, born March 30th, 1788; Rhoda, born Jan. 5th, 
I7</); Desire, born Jan. 6th, 1793; Abby, born April idth, 
J 795; Dimick, born Nov. loth, 1798 (died in youth); Isabella 
anil Remember (twins,) born Aug. 28th, 1801; Fernando C, 
horn Dec. 24th, 1805. All born in Ashfield, except the last 
who was born in Aurelius, Cayuga Co., N. Y. 

*Thc Xhiydowcr in i6r\i, hVrtiuie in 1693, and Anne in 169.1, were the ships which 
hroii|;hi the rilgriniK 10 thi» coiiniry. 

t Edward Annable** brothers and sisters were Barnabas, David, Thomas, Mehitable, 
i'ully (73) and Bethia. 
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Mehitable Annable, born 1784, married Lucius V»\;eaton, 
and had a large family, 

Annar Annable, born 1786, married Isaac Fish and had 
two children. 

Alcemena Annable, born 1788, married Judge Smith, of 
Pompey Hill, N. Y. Two of her daughters married 
husbands named Ellis, but not descendants of Richard Ellis, 
of Ashfield; one of them, Robert Ellis, lives in Pompey, 
Ohondaga Co., N. T. 

Rhoda Annable, born 1790, married John Fuller, a 
merchant of Sempronius, N. Y., Nov. 7th, 1808. She died 
Jan. 19th, 1883, aged 93 years, at the residence of her son-in- 
law. Judge Edwin Lawrence, of Ann Arbor, Mich. She was 
a women of great kindness and remarkable intelligence, and 
retained all her faculties up to a short time of her death. 
Mr. Fuller, her husband, died about 1825, and she remained 
a widow ever afterwards. Her children were, Edward L. 
Fuller, born in Sempronius, N. Y., 1810, died in San Fran- 
cisco, Cai., 1851. Desiah Fuller, born 1813, married Anson 
lirown, and afterwards, Caleb N. Ormsby, who died many 
years ago, leaving two daughters who with their mother 
lived, up to a recent date, in Brooklyn, N. Y, Sibj'l Fuller, 
born Jan. 28th, 1819, married Edwin Lawrence Nov. 21st, 
1838. She died March 20th, 1872, at Ann Arbor, where she 
had lived from the early settlement of that town, and where 
her son, John F. Lawrence, a lawyer, now resides. Her 
husband, Judge Lawrence, died there in i88s, Mrs. Fuller 
and her children and their families were highly respected 
and influential people. She had resided with her daughters 
and Judge Lawrence, in Ann Arbor about 45 years. The 
writer met her first while a student at the University of 
Michigan over 30 years ago and occasionally since, the last 
time being a few weeks before her death. Her life was such 
as to leave a fond recollection by a large circle of relatives 
and friends. 

Desire Annable, born 17931 married Rev. John S. Twiss 
and died in Union City, Mich. She had a son, Edward 
Twiss, M. D. 
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Abby Anncible born 1795, married William Haines J 
became a widow carlj' in life. She moved lo Leslie, Mich., 
where she lived with a daughter who married Mr. Russell 
a merchant in that village. Her son, William Haines, is also 
a merchant in Leslie, and other of her children live there- 
abouts. The date of her death is not given. 

Dimick Annable, born 1798, died in Newburg, N. Y., in 
early life. He left no children. 

Remember Annable, born 1801, married Peter Weather- 
wax and lived in Phelps, Ontario Co., N. Y., many years. 
Is:ibella, her twin sister, died in infancy. . 

She died in Phelps, Ontario Co., N. Y., April 3rd, 18S4, 
in her 83rd year. Her husband, Mr. Peter Weatherwax, 
(lied in 1876. She was buried in South Butler, Wayne Co., 
by the side of her husband. She had resided in Phelps 
about sixteen years. 

Iler last sickness was long and painful, much beyond the 
usual degree. Her youngest daughter, who was with her 
all her life writes: "I think that I am not overstating when 
I say she impressed all with a superior mind, noble in 
thought, generous, kind and obliging. There was a great- 
ness in her whole character seldom met, her equal rarely 
found, her superior not often seen. Her self-control during 
tlie weeks of agony of her last sickness was marvelous, 
rvcr a pleasant word, a cheerfulness that was suprising with 
such intense suilering, her mind clear, thoughtful of and for 
others, occasionally she would say a word or two that showed 
that her mind wandered. At one time, soon alter referring 
to wh.1t she had said, she remarked, *I have many queer 
thoughts, but so far have managed not to express them.* 
This will give a slight idea of the power and greatness of 
Iter mind and the mastery she had over it. She was a true 
Christian woman and a member of the Christi.in church 
over 50 years." 

She left six children: L. F. Weatherwax, Port Byron, 
.\. Y.; D. Weatherwax, Northport, N. Y.; Mrs. C. W. 
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Sprague, Luther, Mich, (where her son William Sprague 
resides); Mrs. E, L. BoUes, Vineland, N. J.; Mrs. T. Finn, 
Scranlon, Penn. and Miss Abbie L, Weatherwax, o£ Phelps. 

Fernando C. Annable, born 1805, is the youngest child of 
JJcul. ICdward Annable and Jemima Smith his wife. He 
was born in Aurelius, N. Y., soon after his parents had 
removed from Ashfield. He married Betsey Ranney, 
daughter of William Ranney of Ashfield, who married 
Betsey Aldcn, a daughter of John Alden who lived opposite 
Reuben Ellis' farm. William Ranney was a son of Thomas 
Ranney, a brother or cousin of George Ranney, father of 
Jessie and grand-father of Hannah Ranney (240). 

Mrs. Betsey Annable died in 1881, aged 76 years. Her 
husband, Fernando C, now resides in Almena, Van Buren 
Co., Mich. They have one son, Edwin Ranney Annable, a 
lawyer in Paw Paw, Mich., and a daughter, Helen Annable, 
who married John Williams of Almena. 

Mr. Fernando C. Annable has been a farmer most of his 
life. He now lives at Alniena, Mich., in feeble bodily health, 
but active mental powers. 

The writer is indebted to him for much valuable informa- 
tion in compiling this work. 

(40.) RHODA SMITH MEBKILL, was born in Ash- 
field. May 29th, 1762, and died Feb. 21st, 1837. She mar- 
ried Jesse Merrill and had three children, all daughters. 

(42.) EUENEZEU SMITH, Jr., fifth child of Elder 
Ebenezer and Remember Ellis Smith, was born in Ashfield, 
April ist, 1766, and died in Cassadaga, Chautauqua Co., N. 
Y., May 24th, 1855 aged 89 years. 

He married Keziah Elmer, or Elmore, of Ashfield about 
1791, and had seven children. She died in Cassadaga, 
March 17th, 1870, aged 93 years. The Elmers were one of 
the early families in the settlement of Ashfield. Mr. Wilson 
Elmer, a nephew of Keziah, died there in 1885 an aged man. 
For his second wife he married Mrs. Amanda Ranney 
Richmond, widow of Elijah Richmond, an enterprising 
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citizen of Ashfidd, who died about 1850. Mr. and Mrs. 
Elmer were married about 1875, and lived a short distance 
easterly from the old church at Baptist-corners, the Chileab 
Smith neighborhood. Mrs. Elmer died in 1884. She was 
a (laughter of Jesse Ranncy, who raised his family on the 
old farm of Reuben Ellis. 

Ebenezer, Jr., moved with his family from Ashfield to 
Chautauqua Co., N. Y., in Oct. 1815. Several families from 
the Ellis neighborhood in Ashfield went with them, namely: 
Philip Phillips, Israel Smith and Daniel Whitmore, This 
was just about the close of the war of 181 2 and the country 
was very new and the roads bad. They were over a month 
on the way from Ashfield. Mr. Smith purchased wild 
lands, made a clearing and built a log house. He w«as a 
farmer by occupation and a scholarly man. His knowledge 
of the Bible was very thorough, so nmch so that he was 
known as the ** Concordance." There was not a passage 
of Scripture that he was not fiimiliar with and could turn to ; 
readily. He was a Baptist, as were most of his descendants, j 

His children vvere Aaron, born 1792; Quartus, 1796; ' 
Fidelia, 1798; Gerry, 1803; Rebecca, 1808; Ebenezer and 
Keziiih (twins,) 181 3. 

Of Aaron Smith, it was said that he was a great Bible 
student. He was a farmer, but gave considerable attention 
to the genealogy of the Smith family. He had recorded 
the names of over it,ooo of his kin. It was said of him 
that "he knew more and had forgotten fewer names and 
dates than any man of his times.'' He resided most of his 
life at Stockton, where he died Sept. 23d, 1876, aged 84 
years. His children were Laurilla, born 182 1, died iSf2S; 
Lucretia, born 1824, died 1825; Laura, 1826; Lucy, born 
1828, married a GrifBth, and died 1880; Pamelia, bom 1830, ' 
died 1840; Cyrus, born 1831, died 1877; Milla, 1834; 
William, 1837; Caroline, 1839; Aaron, Jr., 1S43. The last 
named lives at Bumhams, Chautauqua Co., N. Y. j 
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Quartus Smith, born 1796, lived many years in Stockton, 
N. Y., and died in 1880. He married Pomilla Shepard. 
They had no children . 

Fidelia Smith, born 1798, and died 1840. She married 
Elijah Wood, and had five children : Fidelia, who married 
Dr. Alonzo P. Phillips, of Fredonia, Chautauqua Co., N. Y. 
Ursula, who married James Rheem, and had three children 
— two dead and one now living, Mr. Charles Rheem, in 
Oshkosh, Wis. Mrs. Ursula Wood Rheem married for her 
second husband Albert G. Blakeslee, and they lived in 
Dequoin, Ul. Elijah married Jane McGregor. Livonia 
married a Goulding and afterwards Erastus Bowen. Her 
son, Charles L. Goulding, lives at Fredonia, N. Y. 

Gerry Smith, born 1803, lived most of his life in Stock- 
ton, where he died July 16, 1882. He married Louisa Ellis, 
a daughter of Barzillia Ellis, Jr., of Chautauqua Co., N. Y. 
Their children are Hiram, William, Frank, Flora, and David. 

Rebecca Smith, born 1808, married Freeman Richard- 
son in 1830. In 1854 ^'^^y removed to LaCro5;sc, Wis., 
where Mrs. R. now lives. Mr. Richardson died in 1868. 
Their children were : Melissa, died in 1876; Matilda, Jasper, 
Squire, and Florilla. The last-named married Wm. Gear, 
and now resides in LaCrosse and has three children, Elsie, 
Ella, and Edna Gear. Mrs. Rebecca Richardson now lives 
with her daughter, Mrs. Gear. 

Ebenezer Smith, born in 1813, died in Chautauqua Co. 
'n 1835, unmarried. 

Keziah Smith, born 1813, twin-sister of the above, mar- 
ried Arunah Richardson, brother of Freeman Richardson. 
Their children were Eliza Ann, who married John Carpen- 
ter, and lives at Cassadaga, Chautauqua Co., N.Y. Lovina, 
married Albert Irons ; she lives at Cassadaga. Levant and 
Truman Richardson, live at Burnhams, N. Y. 

{U.) ODEl) SMITH, sixth child of Elder Ebenezer and 
Remember Ellis Smith, was born in Ashficld, April 6ih, 
1770, and died in Stockton, N. Y., Oct. 17th, 1828. He 
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married Rhoda Sears, of Ashfield, Their children were, 
Priscilla, Obed, Aretus, Keziah, Daniel, Irene and Pre- 
served. 

(46.) RICHARD SMITH, youngest child of Elder 
Ebenezer and Remember Ellis Smith, was born in Ashfield, 
June 20th, 1774, ^"^ ^*^^ *" Ashfield May 8th, i8oo. He 
was a physician, and never married. 

He was a graduate of Brown University at Providence, 
and was a very scholarly man. He was very proficient in 
<istronomy and mathematics, and it is said once wrote an 
almanac. 

All these families — children of Elder Ebenezer and Re- 
member Ellis Smith — settled in Central and Western New 
York early in the present century, except Rev. Preserved 
Smith, their eldest son, who lived and died in Rowe, Mass. 



Cltlldran of Jnne nillH PltlUlpii, (ii>» nnd Joint IMill1lpH,(is>« 

or Uliirllioro, Veriiioiil« iitid tlieir ^-IveM and litiM- 

baiidfi. Grntidclalldreii of RIcltard ISIIIh. 

From Mo0« 47 to 6x. 

(470 JOHN PHILLIPS, Jr., eldest son of Jane Ellis 
and John Phillips, was born in Easton, Mass., Feb. i6ih, 
1 761, and died Aug. 23rd, 1841. He lived many years in 
Marlboro, Vermont, where he died. His children wer^e: 
Anna, Samuel, Cyrus^ Ruth, John, Joseph, Polly, Sally and 
Linus, all of whom are now dead. 

(49.) MOLLY PHILLIPS, second child of John and 
Jane Ellis Phillips, was born in Easton, Nov. 12th, 1763. 
Iler name is written Polly in some of the records. No 
further account is given as to who she married or where 
lived. 

(53.) PEIICIS PHILLIPS, fourth child of John and 
Jane Ellis Pliillips, was born in Easton, July 2nd, 1767. lie 
died in April, 1829, in Vermont. 
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(55.) HANNAH PHILLIPS, born in Easton, March 
14th, 1770, and died Jan. 13th, 1850. She is said to have 
married a Fulton. 

(57,) MAllCY PHILLIPS, sixth child of John and 
Jane Ellis Phillips^ was born in Easton, Sept. 22nd, 1773. 
Her name in some of the records is given as Mary. She 
married Joseph Bryant. She died in Vermont, Feb. 21st, 
1831. 

m.) PHEBE PHILLIPS, seventh child of Jane Ellis 
and John Phillips, was born in Easton, Mass., Feb. 4th, 
1777, and died in Marlboro, Vt., Aug. 14th, 1863. On Sept. 
5th, 1797, she was married by Rev. Mr. Lyman to James 
Charter of Marlboro. The latter was born in Hartford, 
Conn., in 1742, and died in Marlboro, April 22nd, 1821. 

Their children were as follows: Philena Charter, born 
Oct. ist, 1798, married Asa Worden Nov. 14th, 1819, and 
died Oct. 23rd, 1880. 

Ruth Charter, born June 6th, 1800, and died March 6th, 

1802. 

Hannah Charter, born April 7th, 1803, married Orrison 
Bruce Feb. 21st, 1825, and died June 3rd, 1S84. 

John Charier, born Nov. 26th, 1805, married Hannah J. 
Yeaton Sept. 12th, 1S30, and died Dec. 5th, 1881. 

James Charter, Jr., born May 30th, 1809, married Mary 
B. Fillebrown April 2nd, 1829, in Boston, Mass. Mrs. Mary 
B. Charter was born in Orrington, Me., March ist, 1813. 
She and her husband, James Charter, Jr., have resided 
many years in Williamsville, Windham Co., Vt. Mr. 
Charter has the old family bible of his mother and grand- 
mother, Jane Ellis Phillips (11), and he has kindly sent 
me records of Mr. and Mrs. Phillips and their descendants^ 
which were not to be found elsewhere. Mr. Charter is a 
farmer and an aged man. 

His children are as follows: Marj' Elizabeth Charter, 
married Elijah Morse, of New Fane, Vt. 
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James H. Charter, born 1832, married Mary A. Dulton, 
in E. Boston in 1853, and Esther L, Worden in 1870. 

Charles M. Charter, born in Boston, 1837, married 
Rebecca Wyman in Boston, Mass. 

Francis 11. Charter, born in Boston, 1840, married Helen 
S. Gallajjer. 

Anna Viola Charter, born in Vermont, 1844, married N. 
J. D. I-reavett, in Somerville, Vt., in 1863. 

Herbert F. Charter, born in Vermont, in 1848, died in 
Brewer, Me., 1864. 

John F. Charter, born in K Boston, 1852, died in 
Williamsvilie, Vt., in 1876. 

After the death of Mr. Charter, Sn, in 1821, Mrs. Phebe 
Phillips Charter (59), married Mr. Joseph Bryant. They 
were married in Marlboro, Dec. 13th, 1831, by Rev. E. H. 
Newton. 

Mrs. Phebe Charter Bryant was a very devoted Chris- 
tian woman of the Baptist denomination. 

(01.) SALLY PHILLIPS, youngest child of John and 
Jane Ellis Piiillips, was born in Easton, Mass., May 2t\diy 
17S0. She married Joshua Morse, and died May I7tb, 1862. 



Clilldren of I«teut. John Cilia, (15). of Aelifleld* and their 

hnnbandB and nvlves. Grandchildren of Richard 

Sllia* From Nob* 6j to 75* 

(63.) HANNAH ELLIS WILLIAMS, eldest child of 
Lieut. John Ellis, was born in Ashfield, May ist, 1764. She 
died in Westport, Essex Co., N. Y., March 4th, 1839. 
About 1789 she married Apollos Williams of Ashfield, 
where they lived for some years, when they settled in West- 
pori, which is on the western shore of Lake Champlain, 
where they lived many years. Her husband, 

((U.) APOLLOS WILLIAMS, Sr., was born June 8lh, 
1768. He was married in Ashfield where he lived some 
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years before and after tiiai event. He was a farmer. He 
died in Westport, in 1848. 

Their children were: Rhoda, born 1790; Hannah, born 
1793; Daniel, 1795; Apollos, Jr., 1797; John, 1799; Alpheus, 
1801; and Edward, born 1804. 

Rhoda Williams, born in Ashfield, Nov. 30th, 1790, died 
in Racine, Wis., Aug. 7th, 1874. She married Russell 
Phillips of Ashfield, Jan. 2nd, 1808, He died in Racine, 
April 15th, 1856. They lived in Ashfield, in one house, 21 
years, where all of their children were born. They went to 
Wisconsin in 1849, to their son John's in Sun Prairie, near 
Madison, where they lived five years and then removed to 
Racine, where they both died. Mr. Russell Phillips was 
born in Ashfield, Mass., Aug. 31st, 1785, His father was 
Thomas Phillips, Jr., who was a son of Thomas, Sr., born 
1 71 2, the second settler in Ashfield, and the latter was a 
brother of Jane Phillips (2), who married Richard Ellis, the 
first settler in Ashfield. See Afpendix. 

The children of Russell aiid Rhoda Williams Phillips 
were eight in number as follows: Hannah, born 1811; Allen, 
born 1813; John, 1815; Monroe, 1817; Galusha, 1820; Mary, 
1823; Sarah, 1825; Elizabeth A., 1832. 

Hannah Phillips, born May i8th, 181 1, married Calvin 
Flower, son of Phineas of Ashfield, Nov. 28lh, 1833. She 
had five children— James N., born 1835, married, is a lawyer 
and lives in Chicago. Phineas A., born 1837, lives in Sun 
Prairie, Wis., and is a farmer. Ellen J., born 1839, died at 
18 years of age in Wisconsin. George A., born 184T, died 
1S44. Edith C, born 1846, married Bradford Hancock, 
resides in Chicago and has two children. 

Allen Phillips, was born in Ashfield, May 20th, 1813, 
married Louisa Cross of Ashfield, where he alwaj's lived 
and where he died. 

John Phillips, born 1815 in Ashfield, married Ruta Grin- 
ncll, settled on a farm at Sun Prairie, Wis., where he died in 
1877, leaving three children — Henry on the farm. Emma, 
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who married Charles Vrooman, and resides at Green Bay, 
Wis., and Edna, who married H. W. Chenoweth and lives 
in Madison, Wis. 

Monroe Phillips, born March 2nd, 1817, married Amanda 
Recti. They now reside at Davenport, Wis. They have 
three children — William and Ward who are farmers in 
Dakota, and Ella, who is at a musical institute in Wafren, 
Ohio. 

Galusha Phillips, fifth child of Rhoda and Russell 
Phillips, was born in Ashfield, April 27th, 1820. He : 
married Stella B. Scranton, of Rochester, N. Y., Oct. 3rd, ' 
1848. They reside in Rochester, and have no children. Mr. 
P. was in the hat cap and fur business there many years, 
but for twenty years past has been in the furniture trade. 
I lis wife is a woman of rare worth and intelligence, to 
whom the writer is indebted for most of the records of this 
branch of Phillipses. When a youth, Mr. Phillips lived 
about seven years on a farm with his mother's uncle Deacon ; 
Dimick Ellis (72), in Ashfield. At 14 years of age, he j 
started out in the world to make his way alone, and it is j 
much to his credit, that, in the midst of many discourage- 
ments, he has ever maintained an upright and honorable 
career worthy of imitation. 

Mary Phillips, born 1823, married Simeon C. Yout, and 
they now reside in Racine, Wis. The}' have three children 
— Adelaide married a Mr. Petilt, he died in 1881. She lives 
in Racine and has one child. Amelia married Wm. Gilles- 
pie, they live in Englewood, a suburb of Chicago, she has 
one son. Nellie Yout married Harry Wrigiu and lives in 
Racine. Louis Yout, unmarried, also lives in Racine. Mr. 
and Mrs. Yout lost two children, one of whom, their eldest, 
was killed in the war of the Rebellion at Chickamauga, 
Sept. 20lh, 1S63. i 

Sarah Phillips was born in Ashfield, May 12th, 1825. 
She married Charles Hill, who died in 1855, ^" Nashville* 
Tcnn. She had one son who died in i860, aged 12 years. 
Mrs. Hill had resided in Madison, Wis., for many years. 
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Elizabeth A. Phillips was the eighth and youngest child 
of Russell and Rhoda Phillips. She was born in Ashfield, 
Oct. 1 2th, 1832, and died in Madison, Wis., in 1873. She 
married Sidney Foote in 1857, and he died in 1877, *" Jackson- 
ville, Florida, where he had gone for his health. They left 
six daughters — Florence and Catherine Foote, teachers in 
public schools, in Madison, Wis, Martha, who lives in 
Rochester, N. Y., with her uncle Galusha Phillips. Ella, a 
teacher in Green Bay, Wis, Annie in Knoxville, 111., and 
Ruth Foote, adopted by Mr. Snnith in Winetka, near 
Chicago. Mr. Foote was a very bright man, a college 
graduate and a lawyer. 

Hannah Williams, second child of Hannah Ellis and 
Apollos Williams, Sr., was born Jan. 2Sth, 1793 in Ashfield. 
She never married, but lived with her parents in Westport, , 
N. Y., until their death, when she resided for a time with i 
her brother Alpheus, in Cold water, Mich., and afterwards 
with her brother Apollos, in Minnesota, where she died in 
1871. 

Daniel Williams, third child of Hannah and Apollos, was 
born 179s, and died when about 18 years of age. He died 
in Westport, from a wound accidently inflicted by a drunken 
man who was carelessly handling a guo at a general train- 
ing, or muster. 

Apollos, Jr., born Feb. 21st, 1797, died in Pleasant 
Valley, Minn., in 1866. He married Betsy Adams and had 
II children, whose names were: John P., born 1834; Alzina, 
1837; Louisa, 1838; Ann, Lovinda, Lucy, Luther, Angeline, 
Augustus, Cynthia and Marian, all bom in Westport. 
Augustus Williams lives at High Forest, Minn. His mother, 
who was born Feb. nth, 181 2, is still living; she has had 60 
grand children, 44 of them now living. 

Mr. and Mrs. Apollos Williams, Jr., moved to Pleasant 
Valley, Minn., in 1861 with their entire family of 11 children. 
Their son, John P. and his wife Irene, live there now. 
Their children are Cora, Roger, Ervin, Flora, Linn, Wendel 
and Warner. Alzina Williams married Wm. Toogood and 
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Wright, Nellie and Wenn. Louisa Williams married 
Thomas Wallace and their children are: Jenny, Laura, 
Annie, Ella, Susie, Hugh and John. Lucy Williams married 
Dwight Toogood, and their children are: EfRe, Nettie, Dory, 
Lyman and Merrit. Lorinda Williams married Isaac F, 
Johnson, and their children are: Alma, Clinton, Mattie, 
Rosa and Phillip. Ann Williams married John B. Dun- 
ham, and their children are: Ella, Minnie, Edith, Myrtle, 
Roy and liertha. 

Luther and Augustus Williams are unmarried, and live 
with tlieir mother in Pleasant Valley. 

Angeline Williams married Johnson Bentley, and their 
children are: Lewella, Nora, Edward, Irvin and Walter. 
They reside at Pleasant Valley. Cynthia Williams married 
Julius Whaler, and their children are: Blanch, Willie, Marcia 
and Irene. Marian Williams married Perry E. Babcock, 
and their children are: Ada, Harry and Nina, and two others 
(lead, Etta and Bertha. In July, 1881, these families- and 
Williams relatives had a reunion at Pleasant Valley, at which 
88 of them were present. 

John Williams, born July 27th, 1799, married Sylvia 
McLane June 5th, 1823. He was accidently drowned in 
Lake Champlain, Nov. 23rd, 1825, He was on a vessel 
which was lost in a storm with all on board. He had one 
son, Daniel, born in Westport, March 9th, 1824, who now 
lives in Dexter, Minn., and is a thriving farmer and a man 
of uncommon intelligence and worth. 

Mr. Daniel Williams married Miss Adelia Babcock, and 
they have 10 children and 11 grsihdchildren. Their children 
are: Martha Ann, bom 1850; John Jay, 1851; Charles 
Henry, 1854; Clark Phineas, 1856; Sylvia Ursula, 1857; 
Mdvin Daniel, 1859; Ira Rufus, 1861; Edward Perry, 1863; 
Alpheus Simeon, 1868; and Ida May, 1872. The first eight, 
born in Quincy, Mich., and the last two in Dexter, Minn. 
Mrs. Adelia B. Williams was born in New York, Nov. 6th, 
1830. 
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Alpheiis Williams, born Aug. 28th, 1801, married Sylvia 
M. Williams, widow of his brother John, Sept. 30th, 1827. 
He died near Coldwater, Mich., Oct. lOlh, 1877. His 
widow is now living in Michigan. Their children's names 
are: George, born 1828; John, Henry, Edward, Monroe, 
died 1874, ^^^ ^"" Eliza, 1840. Most of this family now 
live in and near Coldwater. Mrs. Sylvia M. Williams, the 
mother, was born May 21st, 1804, and now lives with her 
son Edward, four miles from Coldwater. George Williams 
has four children: Louella, Cora, Nellie and Sylvia. John 
Williams' children are: George, Lovina and Dan. Henry 
Williams, one child, Lena. Monroe Williams at his death 
left two children, Homer and Monroe. Ann Eliza Williams 
married a Bidleman, and has one son, Emmet Bidleman. 

Edward Williams, youngest child of Hannah Ellis and 
ApoUos Williams, was born Dec. 29th, 1804, and died in 
1847. He married Ann R. Keith, and their children were: 
Harriet, born 1829; Albert K., 1834; Gulielma, 1842; 
Alborn and Hannah. Th«» last two are dead. This family 
of children were born some in Vermont and some in Canada. 
Mrs. Ann R. K. Williams, the mother, was born June 25th, 
181 1, and died Aug, 20th, 1844. Albert K. Williams lives 
in Washington, D. C. Gulielma Williams married a Cooper, 
and they live in Winnebago, Minn, 

The descendants of Hannah Ellis (63), and Apollos 
Williams, Sr., (64), are very numerous and have ever been 
highly respected and useful people. Apollos, Sr., and wife 
were Baptists and their good example and instruction has 
shown a good influence in the generation which has now 
passed, and will no doubt in* those to come. 

(65.) DIttICK ELLIS, second child of Lieut. John 
Ellis, was born in Ashfield, Oct. 23rd, 1766. He died Aug. 
4th, I773i according to records of his father's family. In the 
records of the town of Ashfield, his name is given as 
Edward Dimick Ellis, with date of death the same as 
above* 
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(00.) JANE KLLIS LINX^OLX, ihird child of Lieut. 
John ElHs, was born in Ashfield, March 7th, 1779, She 
married Capt. Samuel Lincoln, in Ashfield, in 1788. They 
had nine children, some of whom were born in Ashfield, and 
others in central and western New York. Her husband, 

(07.) CAPT. SAMUEL LINCOLN resided in Ashfield 
at the time of his marriage and for some time thereafter. 
He was a man of more than average energy and enterprise. 
About 1800 he moved with his family to central New York, 
where both himself and wife died about the same time in 
1S12. Upon this sad event this large family of children, 
most of whom were small, the youngest Benjamin, a baby 
of but a few months, were widely scattered. Mrs. Lincoln's 
brother Dimick Ellis (72), visited them and took two of the 
younger, Thomas and Anne to Ashfield, where they lived to 
maturity. The youngest Anne he carried in his arms most 
of the way, there being no roads then except for wagons 
f and stages. Anne married a Mr. Haines and removed west. 
It is said that she had a daughter, Jane who lived in Cold- 
water, Mich. 

Thomas Lincoln (203), was born Nov, i8th, 1808, in 
Byron, Genesee Co., N. Y. After the death of his parents 
in 1812, he lived with his uncle Dimick in Ashfield until 
1825, when he went to New York. He married" Miss Julia 
Rhodes, who was born in Sempronius, N. Y., Sept. 12th, 
1812. They were married Sept. 21st, 1834, ^"^ settled in 
Springville, Erie Co., N. Y., where they and some of their 
children now reside. Mr. Lincoln is an architect and builder 
and has erected many of the finest buildings in Springville 
and surrounding country. In 1836 he moved to Monroe, 
Mich., where he built the first raidroad bridge over the 
river Raisin. In' 1840 he removed to Buffalo, N, Y., and in 
1845 '^^ returned to Springville, where he now lives, still 
actively engaged in his profession. Mr. Lincoln as an up- 
right, public-spirited and honorable citizen in his town, has 
no superior, and enjoys tlie confidence of the entire com- 
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munity. Mrs. Lincoln is a very amiable woman, beloved 
by all. She has been a member of the Presbyterian church 
nearly 50 years. Their children are: Anna L,, born 1835; 
Marion T., 1838; Carlottie E., 1839; Helen M., 1843; 
Anicriais C, 1845; Josephine J, 1847; Manly B., 1850; 
Julia A., 1852. 

Anna L. Lincoln, born 1835, married Dr. J. Swain of 
Coldcn, Erie Co., N. Y. Marion T. Lincoln was a soldier 
in the late war and was a prisoner at Saulsbury. He 
married Miss Katie Gould of Greenville, Mich., where he 
now resides. Helen M. Lincoln married a Mr. Ejj^ert and 
has a son, George T. Eggert. She afterwards married Mr. 
Geo. W. Zink a prominent business man of Buffalo, and 
they have a son, Geo. W., Jr. Americus C. Lincoln was a 
soldier in the rebellion and was a prisoner at Andersonville. 
Josephine Y. Lincoln married Wallace Popple of Collins, 
Erie Co., N. Y. Their children are; Maud and Willie. 
Julia A<la Lincoln married William Owen of Buffalo, and 
their children are: Emily, Willie and Helen. 

Hannah Lincoln (2CX)), married Marvin Williams and 
lived in Hinckley, Medina Co., Ohio, where she died about 
i860, leaving one daughter Jane, who married George 
Thayer of Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio. Their son, George 
Thayer is said to be a druggist in Toledo, Ohio. 

Phebe Lincoln (198), married Ira Butler, said to be a 
cousin of Hon. Benj. F. Butler of Mass. They lived near 
Medina, Ohio, the later years of their life. No further report 
of them. 

Of this family of Lincolns there was one (not in the list 
on page 22,) named Dimick Lincoln. After his parents 
death he lived for several years with Mr. Peleg Standish, 
of Sempronius, N. Y., when he went away a young man, 
as he said to visit the old world. No account of him has 
since been found. 

The youngest of the Lincoln children was Benjamin 
(205.) He was a baby when his parents died. He was 
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reared by his sister Betsey, with whom he lived a time. 
Later in life he went to Ohio, at or near where his sister 
Marilla, Mrs. Prichard, lived. About the year 1849, he 
came to Otisco (now Beldinjj), Mich., where his uncle Dimick 
Kills (72) then lived, in his old age with his son Lewis (241.) 
Hcnjaniin Lincoln at this time was a great sufferer from 
rheumatism, to such an extent that he was helpless* His 
uncle Dimick's children, Richard and Lewis Ellis, and 
daughter Mrs. Desiah ICllis Belding lived here. These were 
Benjamin's cousins, with whom he remained for about three 
years until his death. His disease took on the form of con* 
siiinplion, which proved fatal about 1853. He is remember- 
ed as a man of great patience and amiability of character, 
beloved by all. 

Marilla Lincoln (201), was born Feb. 3rd, 1805. She 
married Sheldon C. Prichard Feb. 22nd, 1819. Mr. Prich- 
ard was bom Aug. ist, 1802. They lived in Moravia New 
York, a few years after their marriage, when they moved to 
Wauseon, Ohio, where Mr. Prichard died. Mrs. Prichard 
removed about 1875 ^^ Prichardville, Barry Co., Mich., 
where she died Oct. 28th, 1883, at the home of her son Solo- 
mon Prichard. Mr. and Mrs. Prichard were members of 
the Presbyterian Church, and were highly respected and up- 
right people. Their children were Alonzo, bom 1824. He 
married a Worden, sister of Dr.'S. T. Wordeu of Delta, Ohio. 
Alonzo Prichard now lives at Wauseon, Ohio. Charles bora 
1826, now lives at Prichardville, Mich.- Julia born 1829, died 
in Ohio 1830. Hiram born 1830, now lives at Wauseon, 
Ohio. 

Jane Prichard, born 1832, married Dr. S. T. Worden of 
Delta, Ohio. Helen Prichard, born 1835, niarried a man 
named Dando, is now a widow and lives in Prichardville, 
Mich. Solomon, born 1837, lives in Prichardville. George, 
born 1839, lives at Prichardville. Sarah, born 1842, married 
Isaac Weeks, lives in Prichardville. Mar}% born in Liver- 
pool, Ohio, Jan. 3rd, 1847, lived in Hillsdale, Mich. She 
married Dr. Chamberlin in 1863, and had one daughter 
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Myrtle Chamberlin. Dr.Chamberlin died in 1875, *"^ Mrs. 
Chamberlin married Mr, Bernard in 1878. Mrs. Bernard 
lived in Jackson, Mich., several years and later in Hillsdale. 
She died suddenly May 13th, 1885, greatly lamented by a 
large circle of relatives and friends. Her daughter now 
lives in Hillsdale. She is widely knov^n as a highly culti* 
vated and talented singer. 

Polly Lincoln (199), married John Rose and they were 
in Niles, Cayuga Co., N. Y., for a time about 1834. No 
further report from them. 

Bietsey Lincoln (202), probably married a Worden. 
Where they lived was not known to the other relatives. As 
said above when Capt. Samuel and Jane Ellis Lincoln died 
in 181 2 their children were widely scattered, and some of 
them became lost to each other as well as to their other more 
distant relatives. This was a matter of grief and sadness 
in after life to the others, who felt a loneliness thereafter. 

(08.) JOHN ELLIS, Jr., fourth child of Lieut. John 
Ellis, was born in Ashfield, Sept. ipih, 1771. He lived with 
his father until about the age of 19 when he enlisted in the 
army and went with Gen. Anthony Wayne in a campaign ; 
against the Indians in Ohio and Indiana from 1793 to 1795. 
In a hard fought battle at .Falling-Timbers, Ind., he was 
severely wounded. After his discharge he went down the 
Ohio and Mississippi rivers to New Orleans, and thence by 
vessel to New York, and from there home. Soon after his 
arrival in Ashfield he was married to Abilena Phillips of 
that town, Dec. 30th, 1795. They then settled in Sempron- 
ius (now Niles), N. Y., where they raised a large family of 
15 children, all but two of whom grew to maturity, and 
most of them to old age. Four of them are yet living. 

Elisha, born 1805, now living in Farmersville, Ind., John J. 
born 1810, living near Auburn, N. Y. Ebenezer, born 
1815, living in Arkansas City, Kan., and Anthony Wayne 
Elhs, born 1820, now lives in Niles on the old homestead. 
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John Ellis, Jr., was a Methodist in the early part of his 
life. He was quite a bible student and often an exhorter in 
the meetings. In the later years of his life he inclined to 
universalism. He was an honest, sincere and christian man. 
He died at Niks, N. Y., 1848. His wife, 

(690 ABILENA PHILLIPS, was born in Ashfield in 
1776. She was a daughter of Vespasian Phillips, of Ash- 
field. She was a true and devoted wife and mother, and a 
(rood christian woman. After the death of her husband in 
1848 she lived with her son Anthony W. Ellis in Niles, where 
she died in 1854. She has a numerous posterity in New 
York, Ohio and several western states. For sketches of 
her children see Nos. 206 to 231. 

(70.) EDWARD ELLIS, fifth child of Lieut, John Ellis, 
was bom in Ashfield, March 20th, 1773. ^^ worked on his 
father's farm during his youth. June 4th, 1798, he married 
Amanda Flower, of Ashfield, and very soon after removed 
to Sempronius, N. Y., where he settled on a farm which his 
father had purchased a short time before. They moved 
from Ashfield, with an ox team and were 14 days on the 
way. His wife took from Ashfield a young apple tree, 
which she planted in their front yard, and which yet bears 
fruit. Their oldest son Cyrus Ellis, who was bom on this 
place in 1799, ^^^^^ ^^^^ ^^ ^^^ ^'^ ^"^ ^'^^ there in Nov., 
1885. His father Edward, was a very ambitious and Indus* 
trtnus man and died suddenly in 1801, it is said from over- 
work. At his death and burial so new was the country that 
no boards could be procured of which to make a cofl[in. 
The neighbors cut down trees, and split out slabs of wood 
for this purpose, and to prevent the wolves from molesting 
llie grave which was near the house, two loads of stone 
were placed over it. For sketch of his children see Nos. 
233 to 235. His wife, 

(71.) AMANDA FLOWER, was bom in Ashfield, May 
15th, 17S0. She was a daughter of Bildad Flower, and 
jfranddaughter of Maj. Lamrock Flower, Sr., who lived and 
died on the farm opposite the home of Lieut. John Ellis. 
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Bildad Flower married Dorcas , and soon after entered 

the Revolutionary army as a soldier. After three years 
service he died and left a widow, and two young daughters. 
Ruth, born about 1777, married Jesse Raiincy, of Ashfield, 
and Amanda, the subject of this sketch. • 

Amanda^s mother, Dorcas Flower, after the death of her 
father, Bildad Flower, married Spencer Phillips, also a Rev- 
olutionary soldier.* and they had a large family of children. 

Amanda Flower Ellis, at the death of her husband had 
one son Cyrus (233), and another Edward D., who was born 
two months after his father^s death. Mrs. Ellis was a small 
and frail woman, but had unusual resolution and endurance. 

She took her two infant children and went to Ashfield. 
After a few months she resolved to go back to her new 
home in what was then "the west." (This was a very early 
manifestation of what has since become a general fact that 
eastern people who have once lived in the west cannot con- 
tent themselves to remain long in the east again.) She left 
Cyrus with his uncle Dimick Ellis, and started back to Sem- 
pronius with her infant child Edward D. On the way she 
made the acquaintance of a 3'oung Presbyterian minister, 
Rev. Lyman Forbush, who was going into the same section 
of country. After a time they were married and settled 
permanently in Sempronius, where they remained the rest of 
their lives. Mr. and Mrs. Forbush raised a large family of 
children, mostly daughters. They were : Mindwcll, born 1804, 
died 1854. She married William Potter, and lived in Hills- 
dale, Mich., many years. Lyman Jr., bom 1807, died 1844. 
He married Emeline Huff. Minerva, born 1810, married 
George Davidson, and live in New York State. Dorcas, 
born 1812, died 1842. She married Otis Elwood. Thomas 
M., born 1815. Amanda, born 1818, married Thomas Van 
Arsdale. and now lives in or near Moravia, N.Y. Elizabeth, 
born iS^::, c:ed in 1S44. She married Rev. Edwin R. 
Wade, a minisier of the Chrisiian Church, who now lives in 
McLean, Tompkins Co., N. Y. Huldah, born 1824, married 
Benj. Duryee, and she now lives in Niles, N. Y. Dorliska, 
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born 1826, married Newton Brokaw, and lives in New York. 
Amanda Flower Ellis Forbush (71), lived in Niles, or Sem- 
pronius (see note page 80), over 70 years. There v[tre but 
six families in the town when she and her Hrst husbsmd, 
ICdward Ellis, settled there. Her second husband. Rev, Mr. 
Forbush, died there Au;;. 7th, 1826, and she was a widow 
over 41 years. Left as she was by the deatli of her hus- 
band, with a large family of small children, the youngest 
but two years of age, few can realize the amount of courage 
needed to meet and overcome the obstacles and discourage- 
ments of her life. She died Nov. 14th, 1867, in her 88th year. 
She was a pure and noble woman, and retained her mental 
and physical powers in a high degree to the close of her 
life. She could count up children, grandchildren and great 
grandchildren, to tlie number of two hundred. Her mem- 
ory will long be cherished. 

(72.) Dea. DI3IIGK ELLIS, sixth child of Lieut. John 
Ellis and Molly Dimick his wife, was bom in Ashfield, 
Nov. 26th, 1776. He was the youngest son of his father's 
family and remained on the homestead until his parents death 
III 1827, and for nearly 20 years afterwards, when he re- 
moved lo Otisco, (now Belding), Ionia Co., Mich., where his 
three eldest children had settled some years before. 

The homestead in Ashfield was a very hilly and rocky 
hx'ality similar to nearly all the farms in that section. It 
would puzzle one who was accustomed to the broad and fer- 
tile fields of the Great West to understand how a moderate 
subsistence even could be obtained from most of the New 
lingland farms. That it was is evidence of great economy 
as well as thrift. All were required to labor, usually early 
and late. The principal " wealth " that was thus acquired 
consisted mainly in the vigorous physical and mental con- 
stitutions which nearly all acquired in a high degree. 

When Dea. Ellis' father died in 1827, at 85 years of age, 
his surplus accumulations in property could not have been 
much, yet he made provision in his will for small legacies 
lo each of his children, which his son Dimick paid in full 
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according to old receipts found among his effects. The last 
of these was to his nephew, Benjamin Lincoln, (youngest 
child o[ his sister Jane, who married Capt. Samuel Lincoln 
of Byron, N. Y.,) which was dated Otisco, Nov. 22, 1852, 
about a year before Benjamin's death. These Lincoln chil- 
dren had become widely separated after the death of their 
parents in 181 2, (see page 107) which accounts for the above 
mentioned dela)^ 

December nth, 1799, Dea. Ellis married Polly Annable. 
He had four children ; Desiah, Richard, Lewis and John. 
(For sketch of whom see Nos. 237 to 243.) 

Deacon Ellis was a Baptist in religious belief and always 
took an active part in religious matters. He was also a 
strictly temperate man and when the "Washingtonian move- 
ment," a temperance organization originated about 1825, he 
was one of the first in his town to advocate the cause. 
Previous to that time the use of ardent spirits was universal 
among all classes, in the churches and out. It required a 
great deal of courage to attempt interference with this 
ancient and popular custom of liquor drinking at that time, 
but Deacon Elh's always adhered to his temperance princi- 
ples and was the means of converting many to his views, 
both by his upright and Christian example as well as the 
friendliness of all his ways. He was a prominent and 
highly respected man all his life, and represented his town 
in the State Assembly and Town Board for many years. 
From his father, and grandfather Richard, he learned much 
of the early history of those trying times, during and before 
the great Revolution. From him the writer (his grandson), 
derived most of the facts and incidents contained in the 
sketch of Richard 'Ellis, the first settler of Ashfield. (Sec 
page 9.) Dimick was about twenty-one years of age when 
his grjindfather died, and he had lived in the same neighbor- 
hood and most of the time in the same family with him. 
He always felt a great interest in all his relatives, whether 
near or remote, and it was mainly in accordance with an 
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expression of his, made nearly 35 years ago, that he would 
sometime trace them out and put the record in shape for 
future reference, that prompted the writer, at this late date» 
to begin the work. Although the task has proved to be 
many limes greater than was supposed possible at the outset 
and quite perplexing from the slight data he had to begin 
with, yet the writer hopes in the end to make the work 
quite full and of interest to the many families included. 

A year or two before his death Deacon Ellis wrote out 
some account of the early relatives, and their families, 
which he put in the keeping of his nephew, Mr. Cyrus 
Ellis (233,) of Niles, N. T. All these interesting and 
valuable records were lost some years later in a fire which 
destroyed C3Tus^ house and contents. The generation to 
which Deacon Ellis belonged has gone by. All their 
voices are hushed in a silence we cannot penetrate. They 
were a noble race of men and women, whose lifework 
was fully and well done. It is a pleasure to record their 
' names, and a virtue in the present and coming genera- 
tions, to respect and honor their memories and to iniilaic 
their example. "The memory of the just is blessed." The 
subject of this sketch was one of the purest and noblest of 
his time. lie retained his physical and mental powers with 
increasing brightness until his last da3's, which he himself 
attributed mainly to his uniform sobriety, equanimity of 
temper and abstinence from those deadly poisons, alcohol 
and tobacco, and he used tea and coffee even but seldom. 
Mis life and energies were devoted to doing good to his fel- 
low men by whom he was universally respected and 
beloved. His old age was happy, serene and beautiful, a 
joy to himself as well as to those around him.^ 

* It is worthy to note the influence which ftn tiprighi. Christian and sober life has on 
nirn and women. All through these page^ are recorded the names of many who haire 
rrAckcd ai;es approaching one hundred years and still retatnins a high deRioe of physical 
jiiil mental viji^or. This |4 especially true of the women, to whom fortunately custom fi«rbids 
the hahiinal use of stimulatit't and narcotics. What a contra<it i« llu« with the malevolence 
and insanity caused by the use of alcohol and the filthineiis of person, and ugliness of temper, 
nften produced by tobacco. It is hoped that the present and future generations will apprrci. 
ate the pure example of tho<c noble ancestors, su far at least as to scnipulotiMlv avoid all 
•mnatuml slimulanth and narcotics which arc now producing such destructive eA«*ctK upon 
our race. When this much is done it requires no great effort to live a useful and respectable 
hfc i« the world. 
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He died at S2 years of age from an attack of inflamma- 
tion of the lungs, brouglit on from exposure to cold, but his 
natund vigor of constitution might otherwise have served 
him for a dozen years. He was a large man and six feet 
high- 
After the death of his first wife in 1826, Deacon Ellis 
married Mrs. Catherine Long Wilson, of Shclbum, Mass. 
She was a widow with six children: Samuel, Stephen, 
David, Dr. Milo, Mary who married Hiram Belding, Esq., 
and Louisa, who married Dimick's son, Lewis Ellis (241). 

Mrs. Catherine Ellis died in Belding, Mich., about 1854, 
at an advanced age. Her son. Dr. Milo Wilson, died about 
1875 *" Shelburn Falls, Mass., where he had been a physi- 
cian many years. 

Her daugher Mary, who married Hiram Belding, Esq., 
lived in Belding, Mich., from whom that place was named. 
It is a thriving village in the township of Otisco, and but a 
few rods from where the EUises settled in 1842 and '44, and 
where Lewis (241) and C. D. Ellis (749), son of Richard 
(239), and their families now reside. 

The engraving in the front of the book is a very good 
likeness of Dea. Dimick Ellis when he was 78 years of 
age. 

(73.) POLLY ANNABLE, first wife of Deacon Dimick 
Ellis and mother of his children, was born in Ashfield, 1774. 
She was a daughter of Samuel Annable, Jr., and Desiah 
Dimick, and a sister of Lieut. Edward Annable (39), all of 
Ashlicld. She was a small woman and never of robust 
health, but a devoted wife and mother, and a sincere Chris- 
tian. She died in 1826, quite early in life, considering the 
average longevitj^ of most of those New England residents. 
She was greatly beloved by all her relatives and acquaint- 
ances. She left four children, the two younger of whom 
are Mr. Lewis Ellis (241),^ of Belding, Mich., who was bom 
in Ashfield in 181 1, and Dr. John Ellis (243), of New York 
City, born 1815. 
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(75.) SYLYIA ELLIS^ youngest child of Lieut. John 
Ellisy was born in Ash field, June 26th, 1779. She married 
Asher Beldxng in Ashfield, Oct., 1802, where all their chil- 
dren were born. Their home was about one-half mile south 
of llie corner wlicre Richard Ellis first localcd. Slu» died 
in Ashlicid in the year 1829. Her children were: Aretus, 
Jane, Edward, Ebenezer, Volney, Thomas and Chandler. 
For sketches of tliese see Nos, 246 to 253. Mer husband, 

(7K.) ASKKIl BKLDIXG, was born in Ashfield, Jan. 
20lh, 1777. Mis father was Ebenezcr Bclding, Jr., and his 
, ({randfather Deacon Ebenezer, Sr.,* both of whom lived in 
Ashfield long before the Revolutionary War. It is prob- 
able that these Beldings came from Whately, which is 
about 15 miles southeasterly from Ashfield. Asher Held- 
infj's parents were Ebenezer Belding, Jr., and his wife 
Jenezer Ingram. Asher's brothers were, Ebenezer, bom 
Aug. 23rd, 1769. Abigail, born Sept. 2nd, 1771, and Na- 
thaniel, born June 22nd, 1774. Mr. Asher Belding was a 
inaii of considerable business capacity, which he exercised 
in various pursuits and speculations, much like what the 
more modem Yankee has become famous for. For many 
years he was engaged in raising, buying, distilling and 
tlealing in peppermint oil and essences, in which he did a 
prosperous business for those times — fifty to eighty years 
ago. After the death of his first wife in 1829, he married a 
Mrs. Sarah Allen in 1831 ; she was a widow with several 
(laughters, who married husbands named Sadler, Cutler, 
and Combes. The two latter lived for a few years in 
Olisco, Mich., early in the forties. Some years later 
Mr. Asher Belding removed to Phelps, Ontario Co., 



'Another branch of Beldings was Mr. Samuel Belding. He w.is from DccrfielJ. He 

Curclia<;cd the farm where Richard Elii* made the fint •ciileinent In ilte town. Here he and 
i% wife Mary ratted a taige family of children, who«e uatiie« were: Daniel, bom 1754; John, 
i7S^'; Mzry^ >758; Mercy, i9S9; uther, 1761; Samuel, 1769. died young; Ascnnth, 17&1; 
i^otiua 1765; Samuel. 1767; Elutabeth, 1 " " 

i7j6, lived on the homestead 1 -''• *''" -* 

•laughter of Seih Waite, a on ..-.-.. 

»crc David, Tiberius (S39), Hiram and other*. Hiram BeKltug. born about s8oc, married 
.Mary Wilton. They lived on the homestead of his father and grandfather until About 1853, 
ikhen they Ketiled in Belding, Mich. Their children were David W., .Milo M., Hiram H., 
Alvah N., Frank II. and Jennie. The latter died in Belding, Mich., about 1873. 'rhe live 
M>Bk compose the extensive silk manafacturing firm of Belding Bros. & Co. Their mills 
4IC at Rockville, Conn., Northampton, Mass., Belding, Mich., San Francisco, Cal., and 
Montreal, Canada. They are men of great enterprise and ability. 
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N. Y., where he died in 1852. It may be said that 
in the early part of the present century, trafficking in 
various oils and essences was a very common pursuit in that 
part of the country. About 181 5 Ashfield had attained its 
largest population, so that there was quite a surplus of in- 
habitants, and hence a pressing necessity for all who could, 
to seek other and newer locations. And it is not far from 
truth to say that about the first and second generations in 
the present century of New England youths, when they 
attained to years approaching manhood, invariably supplied 
themselves with a pair of willow baskets or tin trunks, and 
with these well filled with oils, essences, pins, needles, 
thread, etc., suspended from their shoulders with a yoke, 
started out from the parental fireside to "see the world,** and 
prospect for a situation in life. Many thotisands of these 
3'oung men, full of life and energy, and Yankee sagacity, 
thus equipped, perambulated New York and the western 
States. They were the pioneers in all the newer sections of 
the West, where most of them made for themselves a habi- 
tation and a name before they returned to the old homes in 
the east, unless, as was the case with many, to make a hasty 
visit to secure a wife from among the blooming damsels left 
behind, who proved themselves no less courageous and desi- 
rous to face the trials of pioneer life, than had their broth- 
ers and newly made husbands before them.* . Indeed it is 
conceded that to the energy, enterprise and heroism of New 
England youth is attributed the rapid settlement, develop- 
ment and populating of several western States, and wher- 
ever this influence was felt, there was left for all time the 
impress for good, of New England's best genius, independ- 
ence and love of justice and liberty. And it is only fair to 
say that this was but the natural outgrowth of principles 
which caused that band of exiles, the Pilgrims, to brave the 
ocean's storms in mid-winter and establish their homes on 

* However widely separated they became tiiere ever remained an atlachmeot for the old 
bonic which liitic cuitid iiui efface. Iu>ve Tor ihe >>ccitcs of llicir youth grew with the years 
and were ever fresh iu their memories. Truly could ihcy »ay : 

We sec It all^the pictures that our memories held to dear, 

The homestead in New Encland far away, 
And the vision is so natural-nkc we almotc seen lo hear 
The voices that were hushed but yesterday. 
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New England's sterile shore, two hundred and sixty-five 
years ago. Their deeds should be praised and their memory 
honored by every descendant of New England, for all time 
10 come. 

Since the New England States have become so cx- 
Icnsivcly engaged in manufacturing, within the last fifty 
years, this emigration to the West has been greatly reduced, 
and hundreds of enterprising and populous villages and 
rilies have sprung up giving profitable employment to all 
the people therein. But Ashfield, not having any water- j 
powers of importance on her streams, has never become a | 
manufacturing town. 



Clilldren of Haunali Ellis Pnlton (i7), and James Fnltoti (18), 
of Coleraltit Mass.* and tlieir ^w'lves and liusbands. 
Grand Children of Rlcliard Cllls. 
Pront Bios. 77 to 9s* 

(77.) ROBERT PULTON, eldest son of Hannah Ellis 
and James Fullon, was born in Colerain, Franklin Co., 
Mass., May 23rd, 1773. He seltled in Thetford, Oranije 
Co., Vermont, where he lived to old age. He had five 
sons and three daughters, named Henry, Stephen, Jesse, 
Elijah, Chapel, Minerva, and two others names not given, 
but one married a Burrows. 

Henry and Stephen Fulton lived in Thetford, Elijah in 
Portland, Me., Jesse in Boston, Mass., and Chapel died in 
Thetford when about 21 years of age, soon after graduating 
at Dartmouth College. 

(79.) JAMES FULTON, Jr., was born in Colerain, 
May 7th, 1775. In 1799 he married Miss Sally Choat, bj' 
whom he had nine children. Mr. Fulton seltled in 1S06 in 
Champion, Jefferson County, N. Y. He was a farmer, 
lie was a soldier in the war of 1812, and was in the batlle 
of Sackett*s Harbor, May 29th, 181 3. He died at Cham- 
pion in 1838. His children were: Samuel, born 180J, died 
1881; George, born 1803, died in 1879; Lucy, born 1805, 
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died in 1861; Richard, born 1807, died in 1871; Hannah, 
born 1809, died in 1874; Jesse, born 1812; Nathan, bom 
1815, died 1874; Maria, born 1817, and Ellenor, born 1820. 
Mr. Jesse Fulton, born 1812, now lives in Watertown, Jeffer- 
son Co., N. Y, I Ic is a farmer and has one daughter. 

(80.) CALEB FULTON was born in Colerain, May 
nth, 1777. He married Polly Barnes and settled in the 
town of Wilna, Jefferson Co., N. Y., in early times, where 
they both died at an advanced age. He was a soldier in the 
war of 181 2 and was in the battle of Sackett's Harbor, 
Their children were: Simeon, Fanny, Mary, James, Sally 
married Becker; Lydia, Lury and Elisha, all farmers. 

Simeon Fulton has no children. 

Fanny Fulton married a Lanphear. She died about 
1879. ^^^ children are: Madeline, married a Thompson; 
Hiram, Nelson and Simeon Lanphear. 

Mary Fulton married Samuel Keys, a farmer of Wilna. 
She died in 18S3, leavin[; her husband and four children. 
George, Alfreda married a Palmer, Samuel Jr., and Caleb 
Keys. 

James Fulton was married in 1843 to Caroline Nichols. 
He died in June 1868. They had five children, namely: John 
Caleb, bom 1844, a lawyer in Carthage, Jeff. Co., N, Y. 
Francis, born 1846; Simeon U. (died in 1864). Mary N. 
married a Wilkinson. Larissa (died in 187 1); Sally Fulton 
married Lewis A. Stacy, and had three children. Maryetta, 
Fanny and William L. Stacy. Her present husband is 
Jeremiah Becker. Elisha Fulton lives on ,the old farm of 
his father Caleb in Wilna. His children are Maria, Joseph 
and Sedate, twins, born in 1858, Jane and Clark. 

Lury or Filury Fulton married a Gustin, and had 
Lorenzo, Byron died in the army in the early part of the 
late war, and Edwin Gustin. After Mr. Gustin's death she 
married Charles Hosford and had two children, one of 
whom, Mary Esther, married a Mr. Crowner. 
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John Caleb Fulton (son of James), born Aug., 1844, ^^ ^ 
lawyer in Carthage, Jefferson Co., N. Y. In Nov., 1869, 
he married Mary L. Woodward of Philadelphia, Jefferson 
C*o., N. Y., and they have five children : Carrie E., born 
Dfi., 1870; Edwin W., born 1872, Mabel A., Nov., 187.^, 
Hcih L., and Herbert F., Dec-, 1883. 

(Si,) DA VII) FULTON was born in Colerain, Dec. 25th, 
1779. He married Jennie Taggart and they settled in 
Jefferson^ Co., N. Y., at an early date, where they raised 
i'lcven children. Their names were Betsey, Hannah, Susan, 
Jane, Phebe, John, David, Jr., Sarah., Laura, Luke and 
Mary. 

David Jr., married Sarah Ellis (314) eldest daughter of 
Thomas Ellis (108) of Ellisburg, N. Y. They were mar- 
ricil about 1841, lived in Belleville, Jefterson Co., N. Y., and 
have four sons, James, Thomas, David and Charles N., all 
farmers. 

iS3.) LUCRETIA FULTON was bom in Colerain, 
Ma.s.s., March 28, 1782. She married Abel Carpenter and 
sculed in the town of Rutland, Jefferson Co., N. Y., where 
they both died. She had ten children. One of her sons, 
lilmer Carpenter, resides at East Houndsfield, Jefferson Co., 
N. Y. 

(85.) DANIEL FULTON was bom in Colerain, Mass., 
March 21st, 1784. He married Polly Wood and settled in 
Carthage, Jefferson Co., N. Y., in 1810, where he started in 
the business of cIoth*dressing and wool-cardnig. In 181 3 
he removed to Watertown in the same county, and con- 
tinued in the same business. In the same year he was 
engaged in the battle of Sackett's Harbor. In 1815 he 
removed to Champion, N. Y., (Jefferson Co.,) where he 
went to farming and where he remained until 1836, at which 
lime he removed to a farm in Ohio. He died in 1875. His 
wife died in the year 1864. They had nine children whose 
names were Iliram, Anna, Elijah, Betsey, Robert, Ruel, 
Gaylord, Roxie, and another who died in infancy. 
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Hiram Fulton, born in Colerain, married Polly Jones. 
He was a farmer in Champion, where he died in 1S76. His 
wife Polly died in 1879. They had four children, Clark, 
Elijah, Fred, and one who died young. 

Anna Fulton (daughter of Daniel,) married Nat. Rounds 
in Champion, and moved to Ohio, where they raised a large 
family. She died about i866. 

Elijah Fulton (son of Daniel,) was born in Champion, 
N. Y., in 181 1. When eleven years of age he began learn- 
ing the clothiers trade with his uncle Nathan at Burrs 
Mills, N. Y., with whom he worked until he was 18 years 
old, when he went to Antwerp, Jefferson Co., N. Y,, where 
he worked at his trade. In 1840 he married Betsy Heald. 
They had one daughter, Anna Elizabeth, who died in her 
24th year. Mrs. Betsy Fulton died about 1855. 

In 1865 Mr. Elijah Fulton married for his second wife 
Miss Lavina A. Ellis of Antwerp, a daughter of Joseph P. 
Ellis, a prominent resident of Antwerp, Jefferson Co., N. Y. 
Miss Ellis* grandfather was Luke Ellis, who lived at Ware- 
ham, Plymouth Co., Mass. Mr. Luke Ellis had two 
brothers, John and Seth, and one sister, Thankful. . B3' his 
first wife, he had one son, James, who was lost at sea. His 
second wife was Elizabeth Collins, and they had ten chil- 
dren : Naomi, who lived and died unmarried in New Bed- 
ford, Mass. Mary, who married John Bennett, lived in 
Wareham, where her husband died. She had four children. 
She went to Iowa with her son, James Bennett, where she 
died. Eliza, the next child of Luke Ellis, married a Wash- 
bum, had three children, and lived in Mass. Lavina Ellis 
married Jedediah Hammond, moved to Philadelphia, Jeffer- 
son Co., N. Y. They had no children. Sarah, the next, 
married a Mr. Maxon, had four children, and lived in Fall 
River, Mass. Eunice Ellis married Mr. Stetson and had 
one child who was lost at sea. Deborah Ellis married 
Harvey Farrington^ had tWo children Harvey Jr. and 
George, both in business in New York City. 
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Joseph P. Ellis, son of Luke and father of Mrs. Elijah 
Fulton, settled in Jefferson County, N. Y., and married 
Almira Steel and had eight children, five daughters and 
three sons. Mr. Ellis was a thrifty merchant and produce 
dealer extensively known in northwestern New York. lie 
and his wife died in Antwerp some years ago. Their son 
J. D. Ellis, a very prominent man and at one time a member 
of the State Legislature, lives at Antwerp. Benj. R. Ellis 
a son of Luke had a family of lo children. He and his 
wife died in Croghan, Lewis Co., N. Y. Charles F. Ellis, 
youngest son of Luke, was a physician. He died in 
Philadelphia, N. Y. early in -life, unmarried. These EUiscs, 
of whom Mrs. Elijah Fulton was one, were not among the 
descendants of Richard Ellis of Ashfield. 

Betsy Fulton, next child of Daniel (85), was born in 
Watertown, N. Y., married a Rawson and moved to Lorain 
County, Ohio, where she raised a large family and where 
she now resides. 

Robert Fulton was bom in Champion, N. Y., went, to 
Ohio, when young, married Lois Vaughn and had one 
child, a daughter, who died at about 18 years of age. 
They live in Pittsfield, Lorain County, Ohio. Ruel Fulton 
married Mary Humphrey and had two children, a son and 
a daughter. The latter, a very promising child, died at 
12 years of age. The son, Delancy Fulton, is a Baptist 
minister. His mother lives with him and his father, Ruel, 
died soon after returning from the war of the rebellion in 
which he was a union soldier. 

Gaylord Fulton, the youngest son of Daniel, had lour 
children, Alice, Harry, Ella and Frank. He had the 
homestead of his father and was a successful farmer. He 
died about 1885. His wife and children live at the old 
home in Ohio. 

Roxie Fulton, 3'oungest child of Daniel, married 
Richard Peck. They live in Ohio and have two children, 
a son Horace, a farmer in Ohio and Marian, the daughter, 
who lives in New York City. 
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(87.) ELIJAH FULTON was bora in Colerain, Feb. 2d, ; 
1788. He married Phebe Bennett about 1810. He started 
a woolen mill at Carthage, N. Y. He also engaged in the 
same business in Plattsburg, N. Y. He died at Great Bend, 
Jefferson Co., N. Y., about 1829. His daughter Sylvia, 
lives in Iowa. He had five children. 

(8«.) NATHAN FULTON was born in Colerain, Apr. 
2Sth, 1790. He married Philena Hastings and settled at 
Burr's Mills, Jertl'ison Co., N. Y., where he run a clothing 
mill. He removed to Iowa, where he died about 1844. "*^ 
had seven children. He has a sou Harry who lives at 
Keokuk, Iowa. About the year 1835 Nathan Fulton visited 
his mother and the old home of his birth in Colerain. The 
farm was owned by Mr. Aaron Franklin, but the house was 
vacant and dilapidated. His mother, then very aged, could 
not recollect him, although she could recite the names of all 
her children. 

(«l.) JKSSK FULTON was born July 25th, 1792, in 
Colerain, where he always Hved and where he died March 
I2lh, 1834. He married Sophrona Franklin and had five 
children, Robert, born Oct. 4th, 1827, Aaron, born 1829. 

Robert, born 1827, married Hannah E. Worden, a 
daughter of Asa and Philena Worden, (see (59) page 100) 
and great granddaughter of Jane Ellis Phillips (11.) 
Mr. Robert Fulton lives at Green River, Vt., and is a farm- 
er. He has rendered invaluable aid in gathering records 
of his near and remote relatives for this work. It was 
mainly through him that a clue was found to the descend- 
ants of his grandmother^s brother, Matthew Ellis, who set- 
tled in Vermont about the time of the Revolution, and 
whose sons, Seth and Noah Ellis, lived in Thetford, Vt. 
Mr. Fulton's wife Hannah was bom Feb. loth, 1836, and 
died Sept. 17th, 1881, leaving her husband and three child- 
ren—Alice E., born 1857, Lizzie J., 1859, Hattie E., 1862, 
and Robert H., 1875, died in infancy. Lizzie J. Fuhon was 
married March 20th, 1884, to Mr. H. C. L. Kellerman of 
Canton, Mo. 
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Mr. Robert Fulton married for his second wife, Miss 
Ellen Horn of Ohio. 

(1)5.) SAHAir FULTON, youngest child of Hannah 
Jillis and James Fulton, was born in Colerain April 28th, 
1797. She married Jabez Franklin and lived many years 
in Guilford, Vt. Mr. Franklin is yet living (1886), aged 
over 90 years. Mrs. Franklin was a woman of uncommon 
lalcnt and worth. Alter the death of her father, iii 1834, 
her mother, Hannah Ellis Fulton (17), lived with her for 
about five years. The daughter related that often in the 
latter part of her mother's life (she died at 90 years of age) 
she would be startled at some unusual noise and ex- 
claim "that the Indians were coming.'* She had a vivid 
recollection of the scenes in her youth, in Ashfield, when 
there were incursions of the savages. She was then about 
five or six years of age. (See pages 11 and 12). And 
when her other faculties had failed she recalled these with 
much alarm. She many times spoke of how the cattle 
bellowed when the dead were brought into the fort at Ueer- 
fleld after the massacre at what was called Bloody Brook, 
when a detachment went out to gather fruit, and the Indians, 
lying in ambush, cut them off from their stacked arms and 
murdered all but one who jumped into the river and escaped. 
It is said that she was a woman of a " very mild and ami- 
able disposition, while her husband (18) was of the sterner 
make of many of the early settlers." 

Mrs. Sarah Fulton Franklin resided many years in Guil- 
ford, where she died in 1872. Her husband Jabez, aged 92, 
and son James H. Franklin, now live at Guilford Center, 
Vt. Their daughter Hannah died in early life. 

Mr. Jabez Franklin although at the great age of 92 
years possesses all his faculties in a high degree. He is a 
man of uncommon natural abilities, and although passing a 
quiet life in a country town, he has been noted from his 
youth up for strict sobriety, honesty and all the elements of 
a noble character. 
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Mr, James H. Franklin married Emma M. Franklin, 
and their two sons, Harry J. and Neil S. are the only 
grandchildren of Jabez and Sarah Fulton Franklin. 

It will be seen that a large number of these Fultons, 
children of Richard Ellis* daughter Hannah (17), who 
married James Fulton of Colerain, Mass., settled in Jeffer- 
son County, N. Y. It is probable that their mother's 
brother, Caleb Ellis (19), having settled here about 1795, is 
what led these Fulton relatives to seek the same locality. 

Later inquiries show that several of Matthew Ellis* (13) 
sons lived in the same county in New York for a time in the 
early part of the present century. Matthew, Caleb and 
Hannah, (children of Richard Ellis) lived mostly in Colerain, 
and knew but little of Ashfield, where their brothers, 
Reuben and John, always lived and where their father had 
made the first settlement in that town, and where he died 
in 1797, after his return from Colerain, where he had lived 
fifteen to twenty years. 



Children of Ca1ef> Hills (19) of Hlllsf>arfi:« JefTemon Contity, 

M. v., and ttielr mrtves and Unfibands. Grand 

Clilldren of Klctiard lEXWn of Ashfleld. 

From 97 to ii8« 

(97.) DANIEL ELLIS, eldest son of Caleb and Mary 
Crouch Ellis of Ellisburg, N. Y., was born Aug. 23d, 1780. 
He was probably born in Vermont or possibly in Colerain, 
Mass., (which is near the Vermont line) where his father 
lived when a j^oung man. Daniel was about 15 years of 
age when his parents settled in Ellisburg, and here he 
remained until his death in 1862. , 

Daniel Ellis was in the war of 1812 and was a caplain in I 
the service. In 1802 he married in Adams^ Jefierson Co., 
N. y., Mrs. Christina G. Salisbury. About 1S29 he mar- 
ried his second wife, Miss Orpha Pratt, who was born in 
Marlboro, Vt. She was a Presbyterian, but soon after her 
marriage joined the Methodist church of which her hus- I 
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band was a member. She was a woman of great, good 
judfjment, force of character, and rare intelligence and' 
worth. She always took pride in her New England 
i*xtraction, and manifested the greatest independence even 
in the last years of her life, and after she became blind 
from age. From her great kindness of heart she con- 
stantly sought to help and comfort all who were in need. 
She died Sept. 22d, 1883, aged 91 years, in full faith of 
a blessed immortality. 

Daniel Ellis was a man of rare worth, intelligence and 
christian virtues. He was a farmer in Ellisburg all his 
lile. His wife, 

(98.) MRS. CHRISTINA «. SALISBURY, was the 
mother of his seven children. (See Nos. 260 to 273.) 
Her maiden name was GroaL By her first husband she 
had. three children, one of whom, Edward Salisbury, died 
in Ellisburg about 1875. She died about 1825. She isj 
remembered as a woman of great beauty and loveliness I 
of character. Both herself and husband Daniel Ellis were I 
active and prominent members of the Methodist church. 

(90.) HANNAH ELLIS, eldest daughter of Caleb of 
Ellisburg, N. Y., was born April 3d, 1782. She married 
Comfort Chapman and had five children. (See Nos. 276 
to 2S4, page 23.) 

(101.) JOHN ELLIS5 second son of Caleb, was born 
Feb. 3d, 1784. He was a farmer in Ellisburg, N. Y., 
where he died in 1847. 

His first wife was Mary Stilwell, by whom he had 
two children — Caleb, born 1S07, and Squire, born 1809. 

John Ellis* second wife was Betsey Smith, by whom 
he had four children. (See Nos. 290 to 296.) She died 
in 1S37. 

John Ellis' third wife was Kate Duran by whom he 
had one son, Edward N. Ellis (298), who is a cajitain of a 
vessel on the lakes. She died in Ellisburg in 1884. 
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(105.) JANE ELLIS^ second daughter of Caleb, was 
bom February 6th, 1786. About 1808 she married 
Amasa Sheldon, in tlie town of Ellisburg, N. Y. She 
died in Ellisburg about 1849, and Mr. Sheldon in 1845. 
'I'hey liad six childrni, all born in Ellisburg. (Sec Nos. 
300 to 308, page 24.) 

Parley Sheldon, bom 1810, settled in Ohio. He was 
a wealthy farmer, had a large family, and died about 1862. 

William Sheldon, born 181 2, died about 1870, leaving 
four or five children. 

Philo Sheldon was an invalid all his life. He died 
about 1873. 

Robert Sheldon was a farmer and a very bright and 
successful business man. He died about 1880. 

Amasa Sheldon, Jr., the youngest child of Jane Ellis 
and Amasa Sheldon, left home about 1850 to go " to sea," 
and has not been heard from since. 

(108.) THOMAS ELLIS, third son of Caleb Ellis of 
Ellisburg, N. Y., was born June 19th, 1788. He was a 
soldier in the war of 1812. He was a farmer in Belleville, 
town of Ellisburg, all his life, where he died in 1869. 

Thomas Ellis was a deeply religious man and an 
ardent Methodist, in which church he was a prominent 
and influential member, as well as a liberal supporter. 
He was a strictly temperance man all his life. He was 
a man of uncommon mental endowment and provided a 
liberal education for all his children. His wife, 

(109.) HANNAH SALISBURY, was born in 1793. 
They were married in 18 12 in Ellisburg, N. Y., in which 
town all their children were born. They had ten children. 
( See Nos. 310 to 32S.) 

(111.) SQUIIIE ELLIS, sixth child of Caleb, was 
born June 6th, 1790. He. was a miller with his father in 
Ellisburg. He died unmarried in 1813. 
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(112.) JA3IES ELLIS, seventh child of Caleb, was 
born Aug. I2lh, 1792. About 1815 he married Rachel 
Weiser of Ellisburg, where they raised a family of four 
children. (Sec Nos. 330 to 336.) Mr. Ellis was a farmer, 
lie was a soldier in the war of i8t2, and in the bailies of 
Saikcll's 1 1:n bor and Hi}j Sandy Creek, Jefferson Co., 
N. Y. He died in Ellisbur^, N, Y., in 1823. His wife, 

(113.) IIACIIEL WEISKR, was a daughter of Nicholas 
Weiser anil Margaret Walrad, his wife. They were from 
the Mohawk valley in Montgomery Co., N. Y., but settled 
in EUisburg early in the present century. Nicholas Weiser, . 
was a soldier in the Revolutionary war, and famous as 
a scout, and was greatly feared by the Indians and tories. 
His father, Conrad Weiser, a man of learning and genius, 
came from Germany in 1711, and settled in New York. 
Mrs. Rachel Weiser Ellis, raised a family of four children, 
three o< whom are now living. She died in EUisburg, in 1858. 

(115.) KOJIERT ELLIS, eighth child of Caleb, was 
l)oni March 24th, 1794. He married in 1816 and lived 
in EUisburg, N. Y., where he raised a famil}' of eleven 
children. (See Nos. 340 to 360.) He was a farmer. He 
was four years old when his father settled in EUisburg, being 
the first settler*in that town. They soon built a grist miU at 
what is now called WoodviUe, a smaU viUage in the town 
n( EUisburg. His father settled on what was caUed the south 
branch of Sandy Creek, but their grist miU was on the north 
branch of the same stream. Robert EUis was a soldier in 
the war of 18 12, and in engagements at Sackett*s Harbor 
and Sandy Creek. He was an honest and upright man. 
He died in 1S63. His wife, 

(116.) MART WEISER, was bom in 1798, and died 
about 1879. She was a sister of Rachel Weiser (113.) 

(118.) POLLY, SALLY, AND BETSEY ELLIS, were 

the three youngest children of Caleb and Mary Crouch 
EUis of EUisburg, N. Y. They were born—Polly, April 
24th^ 1796; Sally, March 14th, 1798, and Betsey, May 
25th, 1800, and it is said aU died in infancy or early life. 
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FOURTH GENERATION. 

Clillclreti of licitjnniln I^llln (22), of Aeiitpronl uh» Cnyttfirn Co., 

K.V., mid tliclr wtvefi mid litiHl»midM« CSratid- 

cliildreii or Keiifieii (4), mid €Srent*K:raiid« 

clilldrcii of Ulclinrd IvlltM of Anlineld. 

l^roiii NOH* 110 to.ijs. 

(119.) STEIMIEN ELLIS, eldest son of Benjamin, Sr., 
was born in Ashfield, Feb. 21st, 1775. ^^ his early youth 
his father moved to Deer field, where Stephen probably mar- 
ried his wife Susanah Coburn, Jan. ist, 1798. Early in the 
present century he removed to Sempronius, N. Y., where 
his father had settled about the year 1800. Here he raised 
his family of seven children. 

Stephen Ellis, was a farmer and miller. It is said 
that he joined with his father in buildin;; a small grist mill 
at Montville, a little hamlet in Cayuga County, in or near 
Sempronius. The mill was built of logs, and was the 
first one in that section of country. In the year 1818, 
Stephen Ellis together with his brother Moses and their 
families removed to North Bend, Ohio, on the Ohio River, 
a few miles below Cincinnati, where they landed Aug. 2nd, 
1818, and rented a farm from Gen. W. H. Harrison, "the 
hero of Tippecanoe," and afterwards president (in 1841) ol 
the United States. Stephen and his brother lived here 
about eight years, during which time they built a grist mill. 
In the spring of 1825, they settled on farms in Fayette Co., 
Ind,, near Connersville, where Stephen lived several years. 
He died in Yorktown, Ind., in 1838. Stephen Ellis was a 
man of industry, upright and honest in all his conduct. He 
was born one year earlier, and in the same neighborhood in 
Ashfield, as his father's cousin Dea. Dimick Ellis, whom he 
is said to have greatly resembled. (See likeness in the front 
of the book.) He was a member of the Christian church. For 
his second wife he married Mrs. Martha Huntington, who 
survived him a number of years. She had several children 
by a former husband, one of whom, Emily Huntington, 
lived some years ago at Putnam, 111. The latter married 
Mr. John Langley, of Lafayette, Ind. 
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(120.) SUSANAH COBUBN, born April 13th, 1777. 
wife of Stephen Ellis and mother of his children, was proba- 
ably from Decrfield, Mass. In removing from Sempronius 
lo North Bend, Ohio, they went across the country over 100 
miles to Olcan, Cattaraugus Co., N. Y., on the Allegany 
river, where with small boats and rafts they went down that 
river to Pittsburg, and thence on the Ohio river to North 
Heiul, a few miles below Cincinnati. This must have been 
a diflicult journey and attended with great fatigue. Within 
a year after their arrival Mrs. Ellis died. For account of 
her children, see Nos. 362 to 374. 

(131.) LURENGA ELLIS, second child of Benjamin 
Ellis, Sr., was born in Ashfield, Mass., Jan. loth, 1777. 
Where she married does not appear, but with her husband 
John Phelps and family she lived in Cayuga Co., N. Y., 
iitar Moravia, all her married life. She had ten children. 
She died Oct. 28th, 1853. 

Lurenca Ellis' and John Phelps* children were : Alvah 
Phelps, born March 7th, ,1799; Susanah, bom. May 2Jnil, 
1S02, died May 26th, 1870; Sinthia, born Oct, 25th, 1804, 
died Feb. i6th, 1832; Ruth* born Sept. i8th, 1806; Lucy 
bom Aug. 27th, 1807, died Oct. 24th, 1830; John W., bom 
Sept. I2th, iSii; David L., born April 4th, 1814; Benjamin 
E., born Oct. 13th, 1816, died Feb. i6th, 1840; Lurenca, 
bora May 19th, 1819, died May 2Sth, 1842; and Ashie, born 
Sept. i8th, 1823, died Jan. 9th, 1824. John W. Phelps, born 
iSii, now lives on the homestead in Niles, near Moravia, 
N. Y., where he has raised his family. 

(123.) MOSES ELLIS, was born Sept. 17th, 1780, 
probably in Deerfield, Mass. About the last of Nov., 1802, 
lie left Mass. for Sempronius, N.Y., where his father bought 
a Tarm in 1800. He married Elizabeth Judd, Oct. 14th, 18049 
and after her death, in iS4i,he married Desire Harris, about 
1S44. Sl^c ^1'^^ ^^ iS^6. 

In 1 8 18 Moses Ellis and his Camily left Sempronius, 
Cayuga Co., and settled at North Bend, Ohio. In 1825 he 
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removed to Plum Orchard, near Coimersville, Ind., where 
he resided until his death January i6th, 1849. He 
was a member of the Christian church, well-educated, 
scholarly and an upright and honorable man, and en- 
joyed the con/ldcncc of the relatives in Ashfield, as is 
evidenced b}^ an ancient receipt which the writer finds 
among old papers of his grandfather, in which on Nov. 27th, 
1802, Moses ElUis was entrusted with a sum ot money to 
be conveyed to Moses Bartlett, of Sempronius. It will be 
remembered that this was before the formation of express 
companies, and the only means of conveying money to dis* 
tant parts in those times was by individuals of known inte- 
grity and capacity. It is probable that the above was the 
date at which Moses left Massachusetts, to settle in Sem- 
pronius, where his father had bought a farm two years 
before. His wife, 

(124.) ELIZABETH JUDD, was born March nth, 
1782, and died near Connersville, Aug. 5th, 1841. She had 
six children, all of whom e.ccept the youngest were born in 
Cayuga Co., N. Y. (For sketches of these sec Nos. 380 t 
to 390.) She was a member of the Christian church. 

(129.) DANIEL ELLIS, son of Benjamin, Sr., was 
probably born in Deer field about 1782. He left Massa- 
chusetts early in the present century, and went to Sempro- 
nius, N. Y. At the outbreak of the war of 1812 he enlisted, 
and went with his company to the Niagara River, where 
they were stationed for a time. His next younger brother, 
Benjamin, Jr., was a member of the same company, and 
while the latter was on a furlough visiting the home in 
Sempronius, Daniel was taken sick and died. Mr. Joseph 
Lassell, of Moravia, N. Y., now 93 years of age, was in the 
same company and remembers Daniel well, Mr. Lassell 
was bom in Buckland, Mass., next town north of Ashfield, 
and when 12 years of age settled in Moravia, N. Y., where 
he has ever since resided. He h?.8 a very clear recollection 
of all these Ellises who lived in that vicinity in the early 
part of the centu^}^ 
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It is not probable that Daniel Ellis was ever married. 
When he left Massachusetts for Sempronius the Ashfield 
relatives intrusted him with money to be paid to friends in 
Sempronius, and he faithfully complied with the trust. 

iVU\.) KKNJAMIN KLLIS, Jr., was born in Dcer- 
lield, Mass., Feb. 13th, 1784. lie was a farmer and miller, 
and for many years an exhorter, or unlicensed minister, in 
the Methodist Church, of which he was a devoted member. 
He was a strictly sober and temperate man all his life, and 
a prominent member of the Sons of Temperance, a very 
numerous and popular order some years ago, for suppress- 
ing the evils of intemperance. He was a leading officer in 
this order, and when he wore the regalia peculiar to the same 
it gave him a very venerable appearance. He was a soldier 
in the war of 181 2. He was widely known and universally 
respected as a pure and upright man beloved by all. 

In an early day he purchased a farm three miles north of 
Moravia, N. Y., on which he raised his family. It was an 
altogether new country at that lime, and deer, bears and 
wolves were numerous. No grain could be grown until the 
trees were cleared off and the ground broken up. In those 
limes money was scarce, as well as all the comforts of life. 
An annual lax of forty cents on a farm was thought extrava- 
gant. Canals and railroads were then unknown and the 
settlers few in number. Great economy was necessary in 
those times to meet the simplest expenses. 

He learned the milling business with his father at their 
little mill at Montville, near Moravia. 

While a soldier on the frontier at Niagara River he was 
given a furlough to visit his family in Sempronius, or Niles, 
as it was afterwards called. In making the trip he walked 
on foot both ways. He died in Groton, Tompkins County, 
N. Y., May nth, 1859. He had five children, three of 
whom survived him. (See Nos. 392 to 399.) 

Benjamin Ellis, Jr.*s wife, 
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(127.) ABIGAIL HOWARD, was born in 178-. She 
married Mr. Ellis in Sempronius, Feb. 23d, 1809. They al- 
ways lived in that town or vicinity. She died Feb. 5th, 1883, 
at the residence of her son, Nathan H. Ellis, in Ludlowville, 
Cayuga Co., N. Y., with whom she made her home after 
the death of her husband in 1859. She was a woman ot 
superior education and talents, and of a remarkable memory. 
She retained her mental and physical powers in a high de- 
gree up to her last days, and she lived to be over 90 years 
of age. 

Before her marriage she crossed the Catskill Mountains 
on horseback and rode 190 miles to meet her intended hus- 
band. It was in the month of February, and she often re- 
lated that the weather was so mild that peach and other 
fruit trees were in bloom — a cheerful omen for a bride, 
which was fully realized in all her married life. 

(128.) REUBEN ELLIS, fifth son of Benjamin, Sr., 
was born probably in Deerfield, Mass., April 7th, 1786. He 
died in Clymer, Chautauqua County, N. Y., Nov. 24th, 1845. 
He was a half-brolhcr 10 the elder children. His mother 
was Lois Mann, the second wife of Benjamin Ellis, Sr. 
(See page 81.) When a youth he lived with his father in 
Sempronius, at which place he was married to Miss 
Elizabeth King, Feb. 6th, 181 1, where five of their children 
were born. 

About 1819 he removed to Murr.iy, Orleans Co., N. Y., 
and from there to Clymer, Chautauqua Co., about 1830. 
He was a farmer and a Baptist in religious belief, and 
said to have been an honorable and upright man in all his 
ways. His wife, 

(129.) ELIZABETH KING, was born April 3d, 1793. 
She died in Portland, Chautauqua Co., March 23d, 1876. 
She was a Baptist. She had twelve children. (See Nos. 
401 to 420.) 

(130.) MEIIITABLE ELLIS, daughter of Benjamin 
Ellis, Sr., was born about 1788, probably in Deerfield. It 
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is said that she married Lawrence Kemp, at or near Semp- 
ronius, N. Y. They soon after removed from there, and 
the writer has not been abltf to get any further trace of them 
or their descendants, if they had any. 

(132.) CHELOMETH ELLIS, youngest child of Ben- 
jamin, Sr., was born about 1790, in Massachusetts. She 
married Waher Avery, Jr., in or near Sempronius, and had 
five children. She died in 1844. ^^^ husband, Walter 
Avery, was born in 1787, and died in Erie County, Pa., 
in i86i. 

The children of Walter and Chelometh Ellis Avery 
were : Fannie, Melvina, Lyman, Sarah, and Mary. 

Fannie Avery, born May 15th, 1826, died Jan. 22nd, 1S51. 
She married Zalmon Ames, and had three sons, Cyrenus C, 
Alfred O., and Francis M. Ames. They lived at Mina, 
Chautauqua County, N. Y. 

Malvina Avery, born Dec. 27th, 1827, died April 25111, 
1876. She married William Haven, and had four children: 
Mariha, JStla, Ella and Waller Aver}' Haven. They lived 
in Chautauqua Co., N. Y. 

Lyman Avery, born June ist, 1830, died in 1863. He 
married Mary Haven, and had two daughters, Emma and I 
Ilia May. They lived at Findley*s Lake, Chautauqua Co. i 

Sarah Avery, born April 29th, 1832, married Ransom ; 
Wood. She had three children: George, Elias, and Esther I 
Wood. They now live at Spring Creek, Warren Co., Pa. 

Mary Avery, bom July 30th, 1834, died Oct. 24th, 1875. 
She married Zalmon Ames, and had seven children: Lydia 
M., Henr}% Mary E., Fred C, Eva J., Warren M., and 
Hattie Jane Ames. They lived at Brownsdale, Mower Co., 
Minn. 
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Cblldren of Jotialliait Clllii (s6), of Hempronliifi, M. v., an4 

tUclr UtiAbatidA niid wIveH, Grandcltiaren of Keubcii 

(4), aud Gr«nt-u:raiidchildrcu of Rldinrd 

I^lliA. Froiu Mo». IJ4 to 140. 

(1»4.) SUmilT ELLIS, eldest daughter of Jonathan 
Ellis, was born in Scmpronius, N.Y., April 19th, 1803. She 
died in Jironson, Branch Co., Mich., Jan. 23rd, 1877. 
September 9th, 1819, she married Nathaniel Havens, at 
Moravia, N. Y., and had nine children. She had 46 grand- 
children and 20 great-grandchildren. Two of her sons were 
Union soldiers in the war of the Rebellion. Most of her 
children were born in Cayuga Co., N. Y., but later in life 
she and her husband lived in southern Michigan. Her 
husband, 

(135.) NATHANIEL HA YENS, was born in Sept., 
1800, and died at Liberty, Jackson Co., Mich., Nov. 6th, 1874. 
He was a farmer, as were all his children. The names of the 
latter were George, Lois, Sarah Ann, Miranda Jane, Susan, 
Nathaniel Jr., Lyman, John West and Submit Havens. 

George Havens, was born June i8th, 1821, married 
Lorinda Jane Clifford, Nov. 12th, 1846, lived in Erie, Pa., 
and died Aug. 21st, 1855. 

Lois Havens, born April i6th, 1814, married Hiram 
Moses, June 23rd, 1846. They lived at Somerset Center, 
Hillsdale Co., Mich. 

Sarah Ann Havens, born April 28th, 1826, married 
NeKson Gould, April 5th, 1840. They are farmers and live 
at Byron Center, Kent Co., Mich. Mr. Gould was born in 
Homer, Cortland Co., N. Y., April 28th, 1818. Their 
children are John II., born in Somerset, Hillsdale Co., 
Mich., Apr. 3rd, 1842, enlisted as a Union soldier and died 
in the army Nov. loth, 1862. Amanda A., born in Somer- 
set, Sept. ist, 1843, died Jan. 27th, 1854; Lena A., born in 
Somerset, Feb. 23rd, 1846; Cynthia E., born in Somerset, 
Dec. 9th, 1848; George R., born in Darien, Walworth Co., 
Wis., Feb. 3rd, 1852; Endress N., horn in Jamestown, 
Ottawa Co., Mich., March 30th, 1854; Seymour W., born 
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in Jamestown, July 4lh, 1857; Emmet F., born in James- 
town, Oct. 2ist, 1859; Clarissa S., born in Somerset, March 
23rd, T863; Sarah E., born in Jamestown, Feb. 12th, 1866, 
and James F. Gould, born in Jamestown, Oct. ist, 1869. 
John Havens, born Oct. 6th, 1828, died Feb. i6lh, 1833. 

Miranda Jane Havens, born Sept. 3rd, 1831, married 
IJenjamin F. Havens, May 3rd, 1835. They live at Ad- 
dison, Lenawee Co., Mich. 

Susan Havens, born Oct, 21st, 1834, married Alonzo C. 
Heydon, March 15th, i853. They lived in Erie, Pa., where 
her son Emery Heydon now resides. She died June 12th, 
1S85. 

Nathaniel Havens Jr., born May 28th, 1838, married 
Tirza M. Swift, June 17th, i860. They live on a farm six 
miles from Bronson, Mich. They have had four children. 
Orville W., died in infancy. Fred L., died in infancy. 
Arthur J., bora Feb. 24th, 1867, in Somerset, Mich. Burt 
L., born Aug. 25th, 1873, ^" Bronson. 

Lyman Havens, born Sept. 27th, 1842, married Mary L. 
Pepper. April 8th, 1866. He married his second wife Mary 
Bcebc, Nov. 28th, 1868. He lives at Byron Center, Kent 
Co., Mich. He enlisted in Company G., i8th Mich. In- 
fantry, and was a prisoner in Cahawba prison six months. 

John W. Havens, bora Sept. 4th, 1845, married Amy 
Rhoads, July 12th, 1868. He married his second wife, 
Augusta lialdwin, Aug. i6th, 1874. ^^^ "^^^ resides at 
Moscow, Hillsdale Co., Mich. He was a Union soldier in a 
Mich. Battery, and served two years. 

Submit Havens, born Aug. 15th, 1848, married James 
Rhoads, July 12th, 1868. She lives at Liberty, Jackson 
Co., Mich. 

(136.) ABEL WEST ELLIS, son of Jonathan Ellis, 
was born in Sempronius, about three miles north of Moravia, 
N. Y., March 3rd, 1806. He died in Ripley, Chautauqua 
Co., N. Y., May 14th, 1877. He was a farmer in Ripley, 
where he settled in 1836. He lived for a time in Alleghany 
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Co., N. Y., where he married his wife. Mr, Ellis was over 
six feel tall, straight and well-proportioned, black hair and 
eyes and dark complexion. His wife, 

(137.) MAKGARET NORTON, was born in Alleghany 
Co., N. Y., July, 1806. She was married July 21st, 1832, in 
Alleghany Co., where her parents lived many years. She 
died in Ripley, Sept. 19th, 1866. She had six children. 
(See Nos. 444 to 453.) 

(138) JOHN ALLIS ELLIS, son of Jonathan, was 
born in Sempronius, March i6th, 1809. His father died 
when he was about three years of age, but he was raised on 
the farm where his parents settled in 1800. When of age 
he made a visit to his uncle Richard Ellis, in Ellisburg, Pa., 
and in 1833, ^^ visited his uncles David in Springfield, Pa., 
and Benjamin Sr., at Plum Orchard, (near Connersville) Ind. 
March 20th, 1833, he married Miss Eliza Ann Fairchild, in 
Ripley, Chautauqua Co., N. Y., to which place his elder 
brother and mother had lemoved some time before. He 
lived in Ripley, where his three eldest children were born, 
until about 1S39, ^vhen he bought a farm near Conneaut, 
Ohio, where he has since resided and where he now lives at 
an advanced age. 

Mr. Ellis is a scholarly man, of close observation and 
remarkable memory. From his ample correspondence the 
writer has learned much regarding the early members of 
the Ellis family, which could not be had elsewhere, and ' 
which has been of great value in compiling this work. In 
nearly every instance, statements from him founded on his 
recollection from personal observation or communicated to 
him by his ancestors, have been, verified by statistics from 
various sources. 

Mr. Ellis is a tall man over six feet high, and dark com- 
plexion. The likeness of him on opposite page was copied 
from a photograph, taken when he was 75 years of age. 
His wife was Eliza Ann Fairchild, of Batavia, N. Y. • 
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(138.) JOHN ALLIS ELLIS, 

OK CONNIAVT, OHIO. 
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(139.) ELIZA ANN FAIRCHILD, was born in Batavia, 
N. Y., F«b. 8th, 1813. Her father was Henry, and her 
^'randfather John Fairchild, of Columbia Co., N. T., Mrs. 
iillis had been an invalid, and a great sufferer from sciatic 
rheumatism for several years. She died in the spring of 
1886. She had six children. (See Nos. 455 to 465.) 

(140.) *IM)A1)ISKA ELLIS, youngest child of Jonathan 
ICIlis and his wife, Lois AUis, was born on the homestead 
in Niles or Sempronius (three miles north of Moravia), N. Y., 
July iStli, 1811. Early in life she married Mr. John Friits 
and had two cinlilrcii, one of whom died young. Tlie otlier, 
Mr. Alvin Fritts, born in Cayuga Co., in 1832, married 
Mary Gray in Concord, Mich., in 1849. Their children 
were: Avery, born 1852; Emma, born 1854; Charles, born 
1S56 and John Fritts, born i860. At last accounts they 
lived at Albion, Mich., where Emma married a Mr. Aldrich. 
Towards the close of the war, Mr. Alvin Fritts enlisted and 
went to St. Louis, Mo., where he was attacked with fever 
and died. He was a man of superior ability, commanding 
in appearance, pleasing in his address and won for himself 
many friends. 

Mr. John Fritts died -about 1834, and in 1839, when 
twenty-eight years of age, his widow married Mr. Wm. W. 
King in Ripley, Chautauqua Co., N. Y., to which place she 
had removed just before. They soon after removed to 
ICrie, Pa., tor two years, thence to Concord, Jackson Co., 
Mich., where she died Sept. 4th, 1851. In her youth she 
joined the Methodist church, of which she was a member 
until after her marriage to Mr. King, when she joined the 
Baptist church. 

Her friends remember her as true and kind hearted. The 
poor spoke of her as benevolent and her children love to 
think of her as the noble self-sacrificing mother who sought 

* Thit nnoM is found in history at an early date. About A. D., lo, Boadisca was Queen 
M Iccoi, a |»n>viRC« which b now comprised in several counties in the interior of England. 
She was a woman of grcM beauty and courage. She was defeated by the Romans, under 
C«kar, in a battle in which over 80,000 of her subjects, which she commanded, were slain. 
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lo shield them from sorrow and mitigate their cares. The 
church remembers her as a faithful, consistent member, ever 
loyal to her vows. Full of Christian charity she won for 
herself many friends. 

"Who knew her» but to love her; 
Who'l name her, but to praise.*' 

(1*1.) WM. W. KING, was born in Pownal, Vt., 
March 30th, 1799. His parents died when he was young, 
and he was brought up by a brother of his mother. At 
nineteen years of age he went out into the world to make 
his w{\y. At twenty four-years of age he joined the Baptist 
church, and has ever been noted for his strong religious 
convictions and Christian deportment. About 1853 he settled 
on a farm near Carson City, Montcalm Co., Mich, where he 
yet resides a hale and hearty old gentleman, at the unusual 
age of 87 years, widely known and respected. He lives witli 
his only son now living, Mr. Charles D. King, on the 
homestead which he took up from the government in 1853. 

The children of Mr. and Mrs. King were: William R., 
bom 1841, died in 1871; Charles D., bom 1843; James, 
bom 1844, died 1845; Emily D., born 1848 and George, 
born 1850, died 1852. 

William R. King married Melissa Richardson in j 
Bloomer, Montcalm Co., Mich., in 1866. Their children 
were: Ina, born 1868 and Electa, born 1870. 

Charles D. King was bora in Erie Co., Pa. In early life 
he went with his father to Montcalm Co., Mich., when that 
section was a wilderness. His father bought a large farm 
near Carson City, where the father and son now reside. 
Mr. Charles D. King lives on the homestead. In 1867 he 
married Miss Jennie Smith, of Bushncll, Montcalm Co. 
They have one child, Ethel King, born 1881. Besides 
farming, Mr. King engages in various other business pursuits. 
He is a very enterprising and highly respected man. 

Emily D. King was born in Concord, Mich. When three 
years of age her mother died. At the age of six years her 
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father settled near Carson City, at a time when schools were 
few and not of tlie best, but with energy and perseverance 
she fitted herself at i8 years of age to become a teacher, 
which pursuit she followed nearly nine years, a portion of 
the time as teacher in the grammar department of the Union 
School in Carson City, 

June 1st, 1874, ^^^ married Dr. Henry H. Cook, by 
whom she had two children: Henry H., Jn, and Ely Cook. 
The latter died in iSSr. 

Mrs. Cook resides in Mason, Mich. She is secretar}^ of 
the Board of Education and also has a lucrative and respon- 
sible position in the oflice of county treasurer at Mason 
where she is highly respected. 



Children of Dea. Itlclianl Sills (S9)t of Klllstourir* Pn.« and 

their nvlven and ItushandH. Grandchildren of 

Reuben (4)* and Oreat-ffrandelilldren of 

Kleltard Elliii of AHhficld. From 

i.|3 to J7M, 

(143.) HANFOllV ELLIS, first child of Richard, was 
born, probably in Ashfield* Nov. 7th, i78i. He died Nov, 
6th, the following year. 

(144.) LYDIA ELLIS, was bom Feb. ist, 1783, and 
(lied in Shippen, Tioga Co., Pa., Aug. 2nd, 1S19. She 
married Col. Daniel H. Bacon in 1798 and had seven 
children. They were married in Candor, Tioga Co., N. Y., 
where they lived until 181 5, when they removed to Delmar, 
Pa., and purchased a large tract of wild land, which 
Mr. Bacon and his sons cleared up and made for themselves 
homes. 

Their children: Oliver, born 1801, died April 30th, 1882; 
Eunice, born 1803, died 1884; Nancy, born 1805, died 1872; 
Lewis, born 1807, died 1864; Hannah, born 1809; Chloe, 
born 1812; Daniel, bom 181 5, died 1865. 
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Oliver Bacon, born April 2nd, 1801, married Miss 
Catharine lloiighlon March 30lh, 1823, and their children 
were: Chauncy, born Aug. 26th, 1825, married Electa 
Salterlec, of Delmar, died 1857. Eunice, born Jan. 15th, 
1828, married in 1848 J. C. Barlh, of Delmar. Simeon, 
born June I2ih, 1830, married in 1868 to Frances Shelton, 
of Delmar. Pharez, born June 12th, 1834, "^•'iiried in 1883 
to Lottie T. Green, of Williamsport, Pa. Eli, born July 
5ih, 1S32, married in 1853 to Adaline May, of Charleston. 
Dr. Daniel, born May 21st, 1836, married in 1876 to 
Florence Green and lives in Wellsboro, Pa. Lydia, born 
May I9lh, 1838, married in 1853 to G. F. Butler, of Delmar. 
Esther, born Oct. 26lh, 1840, married in 1875 to James 
Van Degrift, of Delmar. Aspah, born Aug, i8th, 1843, 
married in 1867 to Neomi Brooks, of Madison Co., 111. 
Oliver, Jr., born Nov. 14th, 1845, married in 1869 to Elsie 
M. Barth. She died in 1874 ^"^ ^^*'- Bacon married for his 
second wife, in 1882, Jennie Bunnell, of Greene, Chenango 
Co., N. Y. They now live in Wellsboro, Pa. Seth, born 
Oct. 14th, 1847, married m 1869 to Helen Barth, of Delmar, 
^^here they now live. 

Mr. Oliver Bacon, Sr.'s wife, Catharine, lives with her 
son, Oliver, Jr., on the homestead at the advanced age of 82 
years. 

Eunice Bacon, born 1803, married in 1821 to William 
Dimick. She died in 1884. 

Nancy Bacon, born 1805, married in 1825 to James 
Henry. She died in 1872. 

Lewis Bacon, born 1807, married in 1844 to Filena 
Frost. He died in 1864. 

Hannah Bacon, born 1809, married in 1830 to Calvin 
Newton. 

Chloe Bacon, born 181 2, married in 1838 to William 
Howe and live in Delmar. 

Daniel Bacon, born 1815, married in 1838 to Louisa 
Atherton. 
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(UC.) ASAPH ELLIS, third child of Richard, was 
born Sept. 8th, 1785, and settled in Clearfield Co., Pa., 
where he raised a family of eight children. Clearfield is 
about one hundred miles southwest of Ellisburg, Pa., where 
many of Asaph's relatives lived, and but little is known 
about himself and family. His wife was 

(U7.) AMANDA SPENCER. Their children were: 
Charles, Richard, Horace, Chauncy, Harriett, Pliny, 
Hannah and Orlando. If the writer obtains any definite 
information regarding them it will be given further on under 
No. 482. 

(148.) IIANNAK ELLIS, fourth child of Richard 
Ellis, of Ellisburg, Pa., was born probably in Shelbum« 
Mass., March 12th, 1787. She married Frederick Tanner, 
while her father lived in Candor, N. Y., and had one child. 
She died in New York at the age of 23 years. 

(150.) LTJCINDA ELLIS, was born April 3rd, 1789, 
and died in Wellsboro, Pa., in 1842. She married David 
Henry and lived near Wellsboro, where they raised seven 
children. 

William Henry died in 1882. 

Charles is a farmer, married and lives in Delmar. 

David is married and lives in Wisconsin. 

Lovica married Richard En^rlish and they live in Wells- 
boro, Pa. 

Mary married a King. She died in 1871. Her sons, 
Hugh and Galusha King, are married and live in Westfield, 
Tioga Co., Pa. 

Lydia lives in Wellsboro and her sister, Margaret Henry, 
died in Wellsboro in 1877. 

(152.) KEY. CONSIWEIl ELLIS, son of Richard 
Ellis, of Ellisburg, Pa., was born Nov. 6th, 1791, in Shelburn, 
Mass., and died in Ellisburg, Pa., 1866. He was a Baptist 
minister and also engaged in milling a portion of his time. 
He had three children, see No. 500. His wife. 
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(153.) MARY LOYELL^ born 1804, married Mr. EIUs 
in Delmar, Pa., June 23rd, 1822. She now resides in Ellis- 
burg with her daughter, Prudence, who married Samuel 
Rouse. 

(154.) REY. JOHN ELLIS, son of Richard Ellis, of 
Ellisburg, Pa., was born Aug. 27th, 1792, in Shelburn, Mass. 
He was a Baptist minister. He married Elizabeth Faulkner, 
and had five children. See Nos. 506 to 513. About 1830 
he left Pennsylvania, and settled with his family in the town 
of Great Valley, about two miles south of Ellicottville, 
Cattaraugus Co., N. Y., where he lived until his death, 
March 14th, 1862. At Great Valley, he had a good farm 
and grist mill, also a saw mill near the latter. Himself 
and family are said to have been very excellent people. 
His wife Elizabeth, died early in life, 1837. 

(166.) EUNICE ELLIS5 born May 3rd, 1794, ^^^ died 
at Big Meadows, Pa., 1874. *^^^^ ^"^^^ ^ Baptist, and a truly 
noble and Christian woman. She married Mr. Reuben 
Hcrringlon, about 181 2, and settled at Big Meadows, where 
they always lived, and where Mr. Hcrrington died in 1862, 
age 71 years. They had twelve children: Richard, Jacob, 
Sarah Ann, Nancy died in 1843, Charles, Geo. W., Deroy, 
Elsie, Leonard P., Harriet E., Horace, and Benjamin 
Herrington. 

Jacob Herrington, bom 1815, married Katharine Ann 
Thompson, about 1840. They had four sons and one 
daughter. Mr. Herrington now lives in Sweden, Potter 
Co., Pa. He is an extensive farmer and lumberman. His 
wife died about 1870. 

Sarah Ann, born 1817, married Chester Corsan, and had 
seven children. They live in Sweden, Pa., where they keep 
a hotel. 

Charles, born 1821, married Sarah Jane Mathers. They 
had six children. They live in Wellsboro, Pa. He is a 
farmer and lumber merchant. 

George VV., born 1823, married Matilda Schoonover, and 
they have three daughters living in Ansonia, Pa. He was 
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in the saw and {rnst-mill business, and more lately keeping 
a hotel. 

Deroy, born 1825, married Maria Merrick, and had four 
children. They reside at Ansonia, Tioga Co., Pa. He is a 
farmer. i 

Harriet E., born 1830, married John Purvis, and they 
reside at Niles Valley, Tioga Co., Pa. 

Horace P. Herrington, born 1837, married Elizabeth 
Holmes, and lives on the homestead at Ansonia, Pa. They 
have three children. 

(158.) ELD. RICHARD ELLIS, Jr., son of Richard, 
of EUisburg, Pa., was born Dec. 6th, i795» and died in 
Wellsboro, Tioga Co., Pa., 1827. He was a Baptist minister, 
but unordained. He had four children, all born in Delmar, 
Pa. (See Nos. 522 to 528.) His wife, 

(159.) PATIENCE HERRINGTON, was born 1802, 
and married Mr. Ellis Feb. 3rd, 1818. She was a Baptist 
and a sincere Christian woman. She died at her home near 
Whitesville, A^Ilegany Co., N. Y., in 1855. 

She was a sister of Mr. Reuben Herrington, who 
married Eunice Ellis (156). 

(160.) DATID ELLIS, was bom July 8th, 1797, and 
died at Big Meadows, Tioga Co., where he had resided 
nearly all his life. He was a mill-wright by trade, and for 
ten years a justice or magistrate and for six years a county 
commissioner. He was highly respected and a consistent 
and active Christian of the Baptist faith all his life. He 
died in 1857. His wife, 

(161.) ORILLA DI3IIGK, was born in 1801 and died 
in Shippen, Pa., 1867. Jan. r3th, iSiq she married Mr. 
Ellis and they raised nine children, (see Nos. 530 to 546.) 
She was a Baptist. It is said that she was distantly related 
to the Dimiqks of Ashrield and Barnstable, Mass. 

(Ifi2.) POLLY, MEUITABLE, IIENJAMIN and 
THOMAS J. ELLIS, children of Richard Ellis, of Ellis- 
burg. Pa., all died in infancy. 
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Polly was born Feb. 4th, i799> died on the 28th of the 
same month. Benjamin, born March Sth, 1800, died the 
same month. Thomas J., born April 25th9 1801, died April 
6th, 1802. Mehitable, born May 4th, 1805, died Sept. 4th, 
of the same year. 

These four children were born in Candor, Tioga Co., 
N. Y., where their parents lived after their removal from 
Massachusetts, up to about 181 1, when they settled in Tioga 
Co., Pa. 

(103.) POLLY ELLIS, daughter of Richard Ellis, of 
Ellisburg, Pa., was born Aug. 12th, 1803, and died of a 
malignant fever in the autumn of 1819 at Big Meadows, Pa. 
She married Paul N. Dimick, who was born in 1799, and 
they had one child. 

(165.) LUCBETIA ELLIS, was born July 15th, 1806, 
in Candor, Tioga Co., N. Y. In 1829, she married Elder 
Benjamin G. Avery, and they settled in Allegany, Cattarau- 
gus Co., N. Y. They had six children. Richard B., born 
1831; Thomas W., born 1833; Mary P., born 1835; William 
C, bom 1837 i Sarah L., born 1840; and James T., born 1843. 

Richard B. Avery, was bom June 8th, 1831, m Allegany 
N. Y. He was an oflScer in the Union army; first in the 
commissary department, and afterwards adjutant-general. 
He married a lady in Mississippi soon after the close of the 
war. They have two children, Hattie and Blanch. They 
now reside in Mississippi. Mr. Avery, is the inventor of 
the *^ Avery Hydro-Carbon fuel and illuminating gas 
process,'* which is said to be an invention of great merit. 

Thomas W. Avery, bom in Allegany, N. Y., June 
13th, 1833, removed to Oregon with his mother and step- 
father, where he died Dec. 8th, 1867. He was a member of 
the Oregon legislature the year before his death. 

Mary P. Ave 13% born in Allegany, N. Y., .Ap"! 30th, 
1835, married Mr. C. M. Sawtelle, and removed to San 
Francisco, CaL, where she now resides with her family. 
She has four children living. She has studied and graduated 
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in medicine, and is engaged in the practice, and is widely 
noted as a lecturer on medicine, ph3'siology, and hygiene. 
She also publishes a paper called the Medico Literary 
Journal. 

William C. Avery, was born in Mercer Co., Pa., Scpl. 
5th, 1837. He was married to Salome A. Larkin, Nov. 
1867, by whom he had one son and three daughters, Mary, 
James, (drowned in Mill-Creek,) Minnie and Alice. Mr. 
Avery died in California, March 25th, 1875. 

Sarah L. Avery, born in Mercer Co., Pa., Dec. 27th, 
1840, died in Aug., 184$. 

James T. Avery, was born in Vermillion Co., 111., June 
4th, 1843, and died in Clackamas Co., Oregon, June 24th, 
1867. He was a school teacher. 

Elder Benjamin G. Avery, husband of Lucretia Ellis, 
was a minister of the Old School Baptist denomination, and 
devoted his energies and life to the cause of his Master. 
In 1843, he moved with his family to Danville, Vermillion 
Co., 111. In 1844 he went as a delegate to the Spoon River 
Association, about 200 miles from home, where he was 
taken sick with a fever in Sept. and died. He was a man 
of a pure life, and highly respected by all who knew him. 

Mrs. Lucretia Ellis Avery, after the death of her first 
husband, married July 6th, 1846, Mr. John Stipp, a widower 
with four children. The next year Mr. Stipp with his 
children, his wife and four of her children, started by the 
overland route for Oregon, where .they arrived Sept. nth, 
1848. They settled in Clackamas Co., when the whole 
territory was a wilderness, and wild animals and savage red 
men were all around them. It is almost beyond conception 
the courage required to undertake such a journey, as was 
this in those early days. For courage, resolution and faith 
in Qod such a migration was equal to that which actuated 
the Pilgrims of two centuries before. 

Mrs. Lucretia Stipp, is a woman of uncommon intelli- 
gence and worth. To her the writer has been greatly 
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indebted for many facts and itemSy regarding the early re- 
latives who settled in Pennsylvania, many years ago. She 
is the only child of her fathers' family, (Richard Ellis of 
EUisburg, Pa.) now living. She now resides at Scio, 
Oregon. Her second husband. 

Elder John Stipp, was ordained in May, 1853, a minister 
of the Old School Baptist Church, {fioi Presbyterian as 
stated on page 15.) He was born in Berkley Co., West 
Virginia, Nov. loth, 1806. He is devoted to his calling, 
and is still traveling over the country, preaching the gospel 
at his advanced age. Of their children, who went with them 
in their western journey, but one of his and one of his wife's 
are now living. They are most worthy people entitled to a 
reward of everlasting joy in the life to come. 

(168.) UABBY ELLIS, was born March 11, 1809 and 
died at EUisburg, Pa., Jan. 24th, 1885. Early in life with his 
father, Richard, they settled in what is now Ellisburg, Pa., 
when that country was a wilderness. He was a farmer and 
miller and a very induslrious and worthy man. He was a 
Baptist in religious belief. For three or four years previous 
to his decease he was sick and helpless from age and 
infirmities. His children were eight in number, (see Nos. 
552 to 563), several of whom resided at Ellisburg. His wife, 

(109.) BETST SEELET, was a daughter of Mrs. 
Seeley, the last wife of Dea. Richard Ellis (29), of Ellisburg, 
Pa. At the time of Mrs. Ellis' marriage, May 1836, to 
Harry Ellis, she was the widow of Harry's brother, Reuben 
Ellis (172), by whom she had one daughter, Alvira Ellis 
(566), now the wife of Charles Coats, Esq., of Ellisburg. 
Mrs. Betsy Ellis was a very worthy woman and a Baptist in 
belief. She died at Ellisburg, Jan. i6th, 1885. Her brother, 
Lewis Seeley, now lives at Ellisburg. 

"Uncle Harry and Aunt Betsy Ellis," as they were 
called by friends and neighbors, had lived in Ellisburg over 
fifty years, and most of the time in the house which Harry 
and his father built when they first settled in that town. 
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They were people of gentle manners and great kindness 
of heart, widely known and greatly beloved. They had been 
married nearly fifty years and died but eight days apart. 

(170.) ELIZABETH ELLIS, born March 22nd, 1811, 
married Mr. W. M. Chafee and lived in Mercer Co., Pa., 
where both died some years ago. They had two children. 
Mr. John Chafee, of Wellsboro, Pa., is her grandson and 
Mrs*. Seymour D. Ellis (1059), of the same place, a grand- 
daughter. 

(172.) REUBEN ELLIS, youngest child of Richard, 
and Chloe Ellis, of Ellisburg, Pa., was born in Delmar, 
Tioga Co., Pa., Feb. 15th, 1813. May pih, 1832, he married 
Betsy Seeley and had one child, Alvira Ellis, (see $66). 
About this time Reuben went from home and no certain 
report of him has ever been had. It is believed that he died 
a year or two thereafter. 

All these EUises, of Tioga and Potter Counties, Pa., like 
their father Dea. Richard Ellis, were ardent and prominent 
Baptists. Three of them were ministers of that faith and all 
were noted for their upright lives and Christian example. 
The father of them, Richard, was bom in Ashfield, Mass., 
at a time and near a part of the town (Baptist Corner) 
where the Baptist faith and influence greatly predominated. 
This religious faith still prevails with nearly all liis descend- 
ants down to the present time. An account of Dea. Richard 
Ellis' and his children's effort to establish their church and 
promote the gospel in Pennsylvania, in the early part of the 
present century, will be found in the Appendix. 



Clilltf ren of Dea« Dairltf Bills 8r. . (js), of Sprlnsrfleltf • firle 

CO., I*a*t nnd llielr MrU-es atid Itnsbands, Ornnclcliliareii 

of iccubcit (4)ff a*tcl Grenl-srranclGltllclren of 

KiGliartf of Aalillelcl* From 174 to x8a. 

(174.) MELINDA ELLIS* eldest child of Dea. David 
Ellis, and his wife Sarah Washburn (33), was born in Ash- 
field, March 22nd, 1785. She married Mr. John Wing, 
about 1810, and settled in Erie Co., Pa., soon after. Mr. 
Wing died in 1857, and his wife in 1862.' They had one son 
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Mr. Hamilton Wing, who it is said lived in Chillicothe, 
Ohio. 

(17G.) WILLIAM ELLIS, second child of Dea. David 
Ellis, was born in Ashfield, March 28th, 1787. He lived on 
the farm with his father until June 1818, when with his 
family and parents he removed to Springfield, Pa. He was 
a Baptist in religious belief, and of unusual piety and de- 
votion. He was a tall and very fine-looking man, and like 
his brother David Jr., was fond of music. They both, in 
early life, were in great demand at " musters,** or general 
trainings, and were noted for their skill in martial music, 
when one played on the fife, and the other the drum. 
When he settled in Erie Co., Pa., the country was new, and 
he purchased a farm which he cleared up and made for him- 
self and family a comfortable home. About 1810 he mar- 
ried Miss Rhoda Flower of Ashfield, and they had ten 
children five of whom were born in Ashfield, and the others 
in North Springfield, Pa. He died may 13th, 1873. ^^^ 
wife, 

(177.) lUIODA FLOWERS, was born in Ashfield, Sept. 
27th, 1789. She was a daughter of Capt. Lamrock Flower 
Jr., and granddaughter of Maj. Lamrock Flower Sr. These 
Flowers lived directly opposite the residence of Lieut. John 
Ellis (15), and were among the early settlers in the town. 
Mr. Joshua Hall now lives on that farm where he has resid- 
ed over thirty years, Mr. Bildad Flower, son of Maj. 
Lamrock Flower Sr., was a Revolutionary soldier and died 
in the service, leaving two infant daughters, Ruth, who mar- 
ried Jesse Ranney, and Amanda (71), who married Edward 
Ellis (70). Mr. Horace Flower who lived near Belding, 
Mich., several years previous to his death in 1874, was a 
brother of Mrs. Rhoda Flower Ellis (177). Horace's 
daughter Louisa married Volney Belding (249), and now 
lives at Reeds, Mo. Her brother W. H. Flower is a mer- 
chant in Muir, Mich. Mrs. Rhoda F. Ellis, was a Baptist 
and a true Christian woman, and highly respected by all her 
acquaintances. She died in Springfield, Pa., Aug. 26th, 
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1864. Her children were William Jr., Charles P., George, 
Harriet, Lucrelia, Samuel, James F., Mary L., Joseph, and 
Rumina EUis. See Nos. 570 to 587. Joseph Ellis now lives 
on the old farm. 

(178.) SARAH ELLIS, third child of David Sr., was 
bom in Ashfield, Mass., July i8th, 1791. She was married in 
Ashfield, July Sth, 1810, to Capt. James Flower, of Conway, 
and soon after settled in Wesleyville, Erie County, Pa., 
where they raised nine children. She died Dec. 3rd, 1853. 
Her husband, 

(179.) CAPT. JAMES FLOWEB, was born in Conway, 
Mass., Feb. 21st, 1781. He was a soldier in the war of 1812. 
He died in Wesleyville, Pa., Feb. 24th, 1832. Their children, 
all bom in Wesleyville, were: 

Elbridge G., bom Aug. 26th, 181 1, died March 17, 1832. 

Sally H., bom Dec. 13th, 1813, married a Potter, and 
lived in Wesleyville, Pa. 

David Ellis Flower, bom March 6th, 1816, lives in 
Albion, Pa. 

James M., born July nth, 1818, died Aug. 3rd, 1819. 

Dr. William S., born May 27th, 1821, is a physician and 
lives in Cochranton, Pa. 

Dr. Clarissa Ann, bom May 3rd, 1823, married Dr. 
Chauncy Fuller, of Fredonia, Chautauqua Co., N. Y., where 
she now lives and practices medicine. Her husband died 
in 1872. 

Melinda Jane, bom Dec. 9th, 1825, married Dr. Daven- 
port, and lives in Wesleyville., Pa. 

Lydia W., born April i8th, 1828, lives in Fredonia, N.Y. 

Dr. Phineas D., born May 13th, 1830, married and lives 
in Albion, Pa., where he is a physician. 

James G., born April 17th, 1832, married in Fredonia, 
and lives in Jamestown, Chautauqua Co., N. Y. 

(180.) DAYIB ELLIS Jr^ was born in Ashfield, Dec. 
26th, 1793. In 1818 with his wife and three children, and his 
parents and brother William and his family, they removed to 
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Erie Co.» Pa. The writer's motheri who was raised in Ash- 
field and is now 8i years of age, well remembers when these 
people pncked their worldly goods on wagons, and with ox 
and horse teams wended their way over the hills of their 
native town, to seek a new home in the then wilds of 
western Pennsylvania. To part with them was a deep 
sorrow to those who remained, but the universal desire of 
mankind to better their condition, impelled these old and 
respected residents to make the change. Others followed 
their example, and in less than thirty years after, there 
were no Ellises remaining in that town, in which their 
ancestor Richard Ellis, was the first settler in 1745, and in 
which, for just a century, no other name was more fa- 
miliar. David Ellis Jr., died in Springfield, Pa., Feb. 21st, 
1866. He was noted as an upright and honorable man. 
His wife, 

(181.) RUMINA FLOWER, was bom in Ashfield, 

1795, and died in Springfield, Pa., 1872. She was 

a sister of Rhoda Flower (177), who married William 
Ellis. Mrs. Ellis was a member of the Christian Church. 
She had nine children, the three eldest bom in Ashfield, the 
others in Springfield, Erie Co., Pa. See Nos. 59S to 611. 

(182.) REBECCA ELLIS, youngest child of David 
Ellis Sr., was born in Ashfield, May loth, 1799. She re- 
moved to Springfield, Pa., where she married Mr. Jonathan 
Taylor, and settled in Chillicothe, Ohio, where their three 
children, Phebe, Sarah and Mary Taylor were born. j 



Ctiilclren of Jolin Ellis JTr. (68)« of Miles, Cayuflra Co,, Bl. T*. 

atkA tlieir wfvcH and huiitonncl*. fSranaclillcIren 

of Jobn 8r., and Great-flrratidclBlldreti of 

Rlcliara Sill* of Aslifleld. 

(2070 SYLYIA ELLIS, was born in Niles or Sem- 
pronius, Cayuga Co., N.Y., Oct 7th, 1798. In the spring of 
1816, she was married in Sempronius to Mr. John Sprague, 
and the next year moved to Perrysburg, Cattaraugus Co., 
N. Y. Mrs. Sprague died at Perrysburg, in Sept. 1837, 
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leaving five children. Almerin, Delilah, Lodoska, Dorliska 
and Ebenezer. 

Almerin Spraguc was born in i8i8. He was a farmer 
and settled in Genesee, Waukesha Co., Wis. He went to 
California in 1853, where he died, leaving a wife and five 
children at Genesee, Wis. 

Delilah Sprague, born Aug., 1824, married for her second 
husband George Harrington. She is now a widow and has 
five children. She resides at Hay ward. Wis. | 

Lodoska, bom Feb. i6th, 1827, married a Mr. Sullivan. 
She is now a widow^ and lives with her only child a married 
daughter in Chicago, 111. 

Dorliska, bom March, 1831, married William Medbury, 
about two years before her death which occurred in Feb., 
1832. 

Ebenezer, born Oct. 25th, 1883, married and has six 
children. He is a traveling man and resides in St. Louis, 
Mo. 

John Sprngue, husband of Sylvia Ellis, was born in 
Luzerne, Warren Co., N. Y., June 20th, 1793. • He was a 
farmer. He died April i8th, 1875, at Cedar Falls, Dunn 
Co., Wis. His father Ebenezer Sprague, was born in 1769, 
and died in 1877. His mother Hannah Martin, was bom in 
1768, and died in 1875. They were formerly Baptists, but 
in their old age they became Universalists. John and Sylvia 
Ellis Sprague were formerly Baptists, but afterwards be- 
came Universalists. Mr. Almerin Sprague, brother of John 
Sprague, now lives at Brodhead, Wis., 86 years of age. 

(209.) AZEL ELLIS, was bora in Niles, N. Y., Nov. 
25lh, 1799. At about 25 years of age he married Phebe 
McGee, and she died about one year later. October 30th, 
1828, he married Mary Hagerman, who was born in New 
Jersey, Oct. 23rd, 1795. They had three children, Edward, 
Phebe and Lydia, About 1841, Mr. Azel Ellis and family 
settled on a farm in Marseilles, Wyandot Co., Ohio, where 
he died March 2i8t, 1863, and his wife Oct. 5th, 1859. .He 
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was a carpenter and builder, and an upright and honorable 
man. For a sketch of his children see Nos. 621 to 623. 

(212.) TAMER ELLIS, daughter of John Ellis, of 
Niles, N. Y., was born Aug. i8th, 1802, in Niles. May 8th, 
1827, she married Matthew Vandcrbilt, of Sempronius, 
N. Y., and they had three children, Abilena, Andrew and 
Hannah. About 1840, Mr. Vanderbilt and family settled in 
Marseilles, Ohio, on a larm where Mrs. Vanderbilt died in 
1855, and Mr. Vanderbilt in 1877. Of their children, 

Abilena, born Dec. i8th, 1828, married Stewart S. 
Adams. They lived in Marseilles, Wyandot Co., Ohio. 

Andrew, was bom Nov. 22nd, 1832. Lives in Marseilles. 

Hannah, was born July 29th, 1838. She married Mr. R. 
L. Willard, and they live in Marseilles. 

(214.) HIRAH ELLIS, son of John and Abilena 
Phillips Ellis, was born in Niles, N. Y., Jan. 7th, 1804. He 
married Martha Flower in 1832, and they raised two children. 
Hannah and Elisha, both born in Niles, (see 627 and 629). 
Mr. Ellis was a thorough bible student, and of remarkable 
memory. He was radical in his opposition to the use of 
tobacco, (which he had used up to 45 years of age,) alcoholic 
liquors, and even tea and cofiee. He was a man of great 
benevolence and generosity, and contributed largely to aid 
the afflicted and suffering. He was a farmer, and the last 
few years of his life lived in Caton, Steuben Co., N.Y., where 
he died in 1874. ^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^ iS6^. Mrs. Ellis was a 
sister of Mrs. Wade, the mother of Rev. E. R. Wade, of 
McLean, N. Y. Elder Wade says of Mr. Hiram Ellis that 
** he was a God-fearing man, and as honest as sunlight.'* 

(216.) ELISHA ELLIS^ son of John Ellis, was bom in 
Niles, Cayuga Co., N. Y., April 7th, 1805. When a youth 
of thirteen years he went with his unde, Elisha Phillips, 
when the latter with his family removed to Mt, Vernon, 
Posey Co., Indiana, on the Ohio river, in the extreme south- 
western part of the State. They went down the Alleghany 
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and Ohio rivers, on rafts and flat-boats with their household 
goods, and settled in what was then a very wild country. 
When Elisha reached manhood (1828), he married Miss 
Hannah Bradlej', and purchased a new farm at Farmersville, 
Posey Co*, two miles north of Mt. Vernon, where he raised 
his family, and where himself and wife now reside, at an 
advanced age of over 81 years. When he first saw Mt. 
Vernon, now the county seat of Fosey Co., in 1818 it had 
but two log huts. Now it has a population of 6000. In his 
youth Mr. Ellis was a cooper and carpenter. When 21 
years of age he visited his old home and parents in Niles, 
for the last time. In 1849, when the "gold-fever'* broke out 
in California, he went there by way of the Mississippi river, 
Isthmus of Panama, which latter he crossed on foot, and 
sail vessel to San Francisco. The vessel was becalmed and 
they were 90 days out of sight of land, and were reduced to 
exceedingly low rations of water and food. He remained 
in California about one year. In 1827 he was appointed a 
captain in the State militia, and held the commission for five 
years, and is always addressed by acquaintances as the "Old 
Captain.*' He is widely known, and esteemed as an upright, 
honorable and Christian man of the Universalist faith. 

(218.) RICHARD ELLIS, son of John, of Niles, N. Y., 
was bom in that town June i6th» i8o6. November 6th, 1827, 
he married Mary P. Selover of Niles, where they lived un- 
til about 1836, when with his family he settled on a farm in 
Jackson, Hardin Co., Ohio, where their three youngest 
children were bom. In 1849 Mr. Ellis went to California, 
and on his way home he stopped at his brother Ebenezer's, 
who then lived at Farmersville, Ind., where he was taken 
sick and died. This was in 1853. 

(219.) MART P. SELOYER, wife of Richard Ellis, 
was born in Niles N. Y. She was the youngest daughter 
of Isaac Selover of Niles. After the death of her husband, 
she removed with her family to Marseilles, Ohio, where she 
died April 5th, 1884, aged 75 years. 
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(220.) HON. PITTS ELLIS^ son of John, was born 
in the town of Murray, Genesee Co., N. Y., (where his 
parents lived for a time,) Feb. 29th, 1808. He received a 
good education for those times, and in early life was a 
mechanic. In after life he was a farmer, and dealer in cattle 
and produce. He was married in Perrysburg, N. T., Feb. 
23rd, 1832, to Miss Lucia M. Balcom, and they had five 
children, four of whom grew to maturity, and are now liv- 
ing. See Nos. 651 to 657. In 1841 he was one of the 
pioneers in the settlement of Wisconsin. He located at 
North Prairie, and afterwards at Genesee, Waukesha Co. 
He was the first justice of that town, also supervisor and 
register of deeds of the county. He was elected to the 
territorial legislature in 1845, and in 1846 to the constitutional 
convention, on which the territory was admitted as a state to 
the Union. He was again a member of the Legislature in 
1850. He was a strong advocate of temperance, and the 
same may be said of all his brothers and sisters. He was 
an upright, honorable and Christian man. He died in 
Genesee, Wis., Feb. ist, 1876. His wife, 

(221.) LUCIA M. BALCOM, wife of Mr. Pitts EUis, 
was born Feb. 22nd, i8i4,in Gorham, Ontario Co., N.Y. 
She joined the Baptist church at 14 years of age, and has 
always been a member of a church since. Since the death 
of her husband she has lived in Milwaukee, with her 
daughter Anna, who married Lewis Barling. Mrs. Ellis' 
parents were Dr. Isaac Balcom and Anna Burr, his wife, who 
settled in Perrysburg, N. T., in 1821. Mrs. Ellis and her 
husband, in later life were inclined toward the Universalist 
church in their religious belief. 

(222.) JOHN J. ELLIS, son of John, of Niles, N. Y., 
was born in Murray, N. T., March 14th, 1810. He married 
Catharine Selover, about 1838, and they have raised five 
children. See Nos. 659 to 667. 

Mr. Elllis and his wife, reside in the town of Sennett, 
Cayuga Co., N, Y., about three miles from Auburn, where 
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he has a home and a shop, in which he carries on the busi- 
ness of manufacturing wagons and carriages. He is quite a 
mechanical genius, and has invented several very useful 
implements. He is widely known and esteemed as an up- 
right, honorable and Christian man, although not a church 
member. Mrs. Catharine Ellis, was born in Sempronius, 
July ist, 1813. 

(226.) BENJAMIN ELLIS, son o< John, of Niles. N. 
Y., was bpm in Niles, June nth, 1813.* He married Jemima 
Vandcrbilt, at Niles, Dec, ist, 1839, where their four eldest 
children were born. In 1850 he settled in Wyandot Co. 
Ohio, on a farm. He died March i8th, 1881, and his wife 
June 20th, 18S3. They had eight children. See Nos. 66g 
10683. 

In 1856 Mr. Ellis left his farm, and engaged in the 
grocery business in Marseilles, until the war of the rebellion, 
when he sold out and enUsted in Co. D., 8ist Ohio Infantry 
Volunteers. He served thirteen months when he was 
discharged for disability. He was in the battles of Pitts- 
burg Landing, Shiloh and the siege of Corinth. After his 
discharge he was made First Lient. of Co. G., 144 Reg. of 
Ohio National Guards. After the close of the war he en. 
gaged as carpenter and builder. He was a man of unusual 
inlelKgence, strictly sober and temperate, a great bible 
scholar, a member of the Methodist church, and an upright 
and highly respected man. 

(227.) EBENEZEB ELLIS, was bom in Niles, June 
xSth, 1815. At 22 years of age he left New York, and set- 
tled in Farmersville, Ind., where he married Miss Theodocia 
Phillips, April nth, 1839. They raised six children, all born 
in Farmersville. See Nos. 685 to 695. In 1859 he removed 
to Genesee, Wis. His wife and himself with their son Pitts, 
now reside in Arkansas City, Kansas. 

(229.) IIUTH ELLIS, youngest daughter of John Ellis, 
was bom in Niles, N. Y., March 24th, 181S. She married 

*This date i» from tht Mmily bible of liu parenu in Niles. Hi* children in Ohio, have rc- 
cord» giviBf the date of his birth as sSio. 
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Mr. George Hall, and for several years they resided in 
Richland, Kalamazoo *Co., Mich. Mr. Hall died there in 
1872. Mrs. Hall still lives there with her children. The 
names of the latter were: Maria, Horace and Ahilena. 

(231.) ANTHONY W. ELLIS, youngest son of John, 
and Ahilena Phillips Ellis, was born in Niles, N. Y., Jan. 
6th, 1820, where he now resides on a farm. He has been a 
farmer all his life. October 12th, 1843, he married Miss 
Hannah Van Etten, in Niles, and they have raised three 
children. See Nos. 708 to 713. 

In the old age of his parents Mr. Ellis lived with them, 
and from the old family bible, and other sources he has sent 
the writer family records, and much other information of 
value in compiling this book. Mr. Anthony W. Ellis was 
the youngest of his parents' large family (16 children) and 
they are all noted for being men and women of the strictest 
sobriety, morality, and sound religious principles, although 
not all of the so-called orthodox faith. He was named in 
honor of Gen. Anthony Wr.yne, under whom his father was 
a soldier, and for whom he had great admiration. 



Cblldr^n of Sdwaril Bills (70)* of KlleSt C^ayngra Co«, M« V«t 

niicl tlieir ^vlveit. Granclclillilreii of Ucut* Jolin 

(15)9 and Rlcliarcl Bills of AHlificld. 

(2320 HANNAH TAN ETTEN, wife of Anthony W. 
Ellis, was born in Owasco, Cayuga Co., N. Y., Sept. 13th, 
1826. Her parents were Anthony Van Etten and his wife 
Jane Cuykendall, who moved from Orange Co., N. Y., to 
Cayuga Co., about 1820. 

(2»3.) GYRUS ELLIS, eldest son of Edward, was 
born at Niles, about three miles north of Moravia, Feb. 2d, 
1799. When two years of age his father died and his 
mother (71) returned with him to Ashfield, where Cyrus 
remained most of the time with his grandfather, John (15), 
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and his uncle Dimick Ellis until he became of age. He 
then went out to Sempronius or Niles, N. Y., where his 
mother, after her second marriage, to Rev. Mr. Forbush, 
was living on the homestead which Cyrus' father settled 
upon in 1798. Cyrus soon after purchased this farm of his 
molhcr and here he made his home for the remainder of his 
long and active life. March 31st, 1825, he married Miss 
Clarissa Birch, who was his faithful companion up to the 
lime of her death in the autumn of 1885, a period of over 
sixty years. They raised a family of nine children, six sons 
anil three dnugluers. See Nos. 715 to 731. 

. Mr. Cyrus Ellis was a man of very radical views. He 
was one of the earliest Abolitionists of this country and 
never omitted an opportunity to aid the fugitive slave who 
was trying to escape from the bondage of the southern 
master. When the great war of the slaveholders' Rebellion 
broke out in 1861 four of Mr. Ellis* sons enlisted in the 
Union army to aid in the preservation of the government.* 
Of these loyal and courageous young men who shouldered 
arms with the sanction and blessings of fond parents three 
j(ave up their lives a sacrifice on the altar of their country, 
a great bereavement to their loving parents but the latter, 
thus deeply stricken, did not diminish in the ardor of their 
patriotism. It was just such heroism as this of hundreds 
of thousands of noble sires and sons (and mothers and 
daughters too) which carried this government through the 
nwful peril of the Great Rebellion and saved it from per- 
ishing off the earth. Their achievements demand the 
gratitude of posterity to the latest generations. 

Mr. Ellis was all his life a most ardent advocate of tem- 
perance and opposed the liquor traffic in every form. He 
was a man of good mind and judgment and his advice 
and counsel was often sought by his neighbors to such 

*^fr. Kllit himself, although ovtr 60 yean efage^iuch wm his patriotism and <*c«ire to 
■ f^t the xlavc, soiti^ht to enlist as a soldier, and was «(uitc indicnant when it w;u ituimatcd that I 
^1* cyc-kight or pltysical powers itiicht lie defective. 

NoTR.— On tlie preccdine page ii0o), throvf h the printer's error a mistake was made in 
etUplacing the No. (339) and name of Hannah Van Etien. She is the wife of Anthony W. 
Mhs. and was not one of the **CbiIdren of Edward Ettis, etc.," »nd her name should be al>o%'e 
those three lines. 
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an extent that he was widely known and respected as the 
**sa{je" of his town. He was a small man of great 
nervous energy and activity and never allowed time to 
waste on his hands. The writer remembers his visiting 
western Michigan in the summer of 1S48. He walked 
much of the way for the last 100 miles, not being raih-oads 
there at that time, visited four families of relatives near 
Belding, and was on his way home the same ilay of his ar- 
rival. He never " set around " but " made hay " whether 
the sun shone or not — traits which he probably derived 
mostly from his mother, (though it is stated as a fact that 
his father died at the early age of 28 year^ from overwork.) 
Unusual economy was one of Cyrus' leading traits. It is 
told that when a boy in Ashfield and working among the 
thorns and briars on the old farm of his grandfather he 
would often remove his shoes and roll up his pants to 
preserve them from wear and tear, not minding the injury 
inflicted on himself. He died Nov. 19th, 1885, in his 86th 
year, with all his faculties bright until near his end. His 
memory of llie relatives and early events connected with 
this work has aided the writer greatly in his task. His 
knowledge of the olden times was both minute and exten- 
sive. His wife, 

{2U.) CLARISSA BIRGH^ was born Jan. 30th, 1800, 
at Argyle, Washington County, N, Y. She died at the 
homestead Aug. 17th, 1885. The funeral discourses at 
the burial of both ' Mrs. Ellis and her husband were i 
preached by Elder E. R. Wade of McLean, N. Y. 
Elder Wade for his first wife, married Miss Elizabeth 
Forbush, half sister of Cyrus Ellis, ^see page 112.) 
He was intimately acquainted with Mr. and Mrs. Ellis 
nearly all his life and writes that he had for them the high- 
est regard and esteem, and that this was the uniform 
opinion of all who knew them. Honesty, integrity and vir- 
tue were the guiding principles which ever actuated them. 
They have gone to the reward of the just, and their mem- 
orv should be cherished forever. 
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The followinij is «an extract from a letter of Elder 
Wade's written soon after the funeral of Mrs, Ellis : 

"The Book says, *thc righteous shall be in everlasting 
remembrance.' If this be true, a word in remembrance 
of the noble mother who was consigned to the grave north 
of Moravia, hist Wednesday, Aug. 19th, will not be out of 
place. 

"In the year 1825, Cyrus Ellis and Clarissa Birch were 
married, and in a log house north of tlie hamlet afterwards 
called Pennyville began the work of creating a good farm 
ami a nice home, from the domain of nature around thorn. 
I low well they succeeded in their effort, the large farm and 
ihc princely residence will tell. For sixty years they have 
resided on the farm where they commenced married life. 

"With them, •Life was real, life was earnest,* and from 
i-arly morn till dewy eve, work went on and the farm and 
the home are a monument of their joint labors, and of the 
children that came to them as the years rolled on. Not a 
dollar g.iincd b}' speculation, but sill by hard and honest 
toil. 

" As the years were passing nine children came to them 
in the old log house, or in the new one, that burned near 
where the present residence now stands. 

" Six sons and three daughters found a home with them 
as lime rolled on. With all the care of farm, home, and 
children, she had time to aid and care for the sick, and lo 
help the poor and needy. 

"Ilcr ear was quick to hear the cry of the sick or dy- 
in;; and all homes opened at her approach, as did the ward 
^aie of the prison, at the tread of the God-fearing apostles. 

"Her hand was light; her presence sweet; and her 
K are was pleasant in the sick room. She always had time 
iij ilo good in the home and abroad. Four of her sons 
enlisted and rallied at the call of country, and in defense 
i»f human iVcedum. Three of them did not relm-n alive. 
With the grandeur of a Roman mother, she did not com- 
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plain. She had laid them on the altar of her country. She 
could not visit the last resting places of her dead, where 
they were resting among the " Unknown Dead." 

And where the unknown in their silence are sleeping, 
The feet of the angels are pressing the sod ; 

And vespers of harmony 'round them are keeping, 

While Martyrs of Freedom, have gone to their God. 

" Mother Ellis, was a religious woman in the largest and 
broadest sense of the word. Her religion was not bigotry. 
She was at home among all Christians, and had in her 
heart the truth that all who loved God and humanity were 
children of one God, and members of one household, 
and were of one brotherhood. This she saw long before 
the great world of religionists saw or felt it. She was 
in her religious life the embodiment of the great truth 
voiced b)^ Abraham Lincoln : * With charity for all, and 
malice toward none,' and her life, and creed, were har- 
monious and not in conflict. 

**She was as kind a.id sweet as the breezes that fan 
the fields, when reapers sing among the garnered grain. 
In the closing hour of life, when her sandals were 
already in the stream, once again she sang one of the 
old songs of triumph, that had lived in her heart, and 
her kind and loving spirit passed on to the great land, and 
home of the hereafter. Loved but not lost ; gone on 
to the higher and better life. 

" The funeral was held at her late residence and was j 
attended by a crowd of old friends and neighbors. i 

" Cyrus Ellis, now 86 years of age and quite feeble, was ! 
able to sit up during all the exercises. All the remaining : 
children, five in number, were present, and all reside within 
a distance of twelve miles. 

" One by one the old residents on the hill where I was 
born are called home, and now but one remains in that 
vicinity. 

" The Fathers, where are they ? and the Prophets, do 
they live forever ? Edwin R. Wade." 
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(235.) HON, EDWARD D, ELLIS, youngest son of 
Edward Ellis, of Niles, N. Y., was born in Niles, Oct. 7th, 
1801, about two months after the death of his father. I lis 
early years were passed on the farm on which his parents 
settled when they removed from Ashfield in 1798. When 
a young man he was put to service with a tanner with a 
view of his learning that trade. This occupation soon 
proved distasteful to him and feeling a strong desire to 
become a printer, he sought and obtained a position in a 
printing office in Auburn, N. Y. He took to the business 
readily and in due time became proficient in it. When 
about twenty years of age he visited his grandparents and 
other relatives in Ashfield and from there went to Spring- 
field and Boston, Mass., where he worked for a time as a 
journeyman printer. He returned by way of New York 
city, Poughkeepsie and Cooperstown to his home in Niles. 
During this trip and for several years before and after he 
kept a journal in which is recorded his doings for nearly 
every day with comments on all the principal events of 
those times. In this way he became a close observer and 
a ready writer on political and other topics. He anticipated, 
by several years, that famous saying of Horace Greeley, 
•* Go West, young man** and purchased an outfit for a print- 
ing office and started for Michigan. He landed at Mon- 
roe, where he opened an office and began publishing the 
"Michigan Sentinel," in 1825. This was the first news- 
paper printed in the territory of Michigan, outside of De- 
troit. It commanded a large patronage for that time and 
brought Mr. Ellis into prominence as a political writer. 
The leading party about that time, or soon after, was the 
Democracy, often referred to in the present time as the 
"Jacksonian democracy," of which Gen. Andrew Jackson, 
(aiterwards President,) was the leader. Mr. Ellis was an 
intelligent and enthusiastic supporter of his party and its 
successive leaders until the year 1847, when he broke loose 
from it on account of its secession proclivities and its sup^ 
port of slavery. 
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Mr. Ellis was several times elected a member of the 
territorial and state legislatures and also of the conven- 
ion which formed the constitution on which Michigan was 
admitted into the union of states. In the latter he proposed 
an original statute which was adopted and ever since re- 
tained in the organic law of the state (and since by several 
other states,) that money paid as fines for crimes and mis- 
demeanors should be devoted to purchasing and sustaining 
public libraries in every town and city. Mr. Ellis was a 
ready debater and withal a man of large influence in the 
early history of the state of his adoption. About 1842, he 
sold his interests in Monroe and removed to Detroit, where 
he continued the printing business and publishing of the 
"American Vineyard,*' a paper which he started in the lat- 
ter town. In the political campaign of 1847 and 184S, he 
took strong grounds in favor of Gen. Zachary Taylor, the 
hero of the Mexican war, for president, and it is said 
that he was the first publisher of a newspaper to pro- 
pose Gen. Taylor's cand'dacy for that high ottice. His 
efforts in his cause attracted the atlcnlion of Gvi\. Taylor, 
and the latter wrote him in acknowledgment and appre- 
ciation of the same. Just before the meeting of the nomi- 
nating convention which placed Gen. Taylor before the 
people as a candidate, Mr. Ellis was taken suddenly sick 
and died. A day or two before this sad event he over- 
exerted himself at a fire and it was thought that some in- 
ternal injury h.?d been received which accounted for his 
sudden and unexpected demise, which was a great shock lo 
his family and numerous friends. 

Mr. Ellis had many friends among the older residents 
of Monroe and Detroit, who hold his memory in high re- 
gard to the present time. His paper, the "Sentinel," was 
clianged in name to the " Commercial" and for the past 35 
ye.irs has been published in Monroe by Mr. M. I). Hamil- 
ton and Son, and is one of the most enterprising journals in 
the state. A few years ago Mr. H. printed a series of ar- 
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tides found among the unpublished papers of Mr. Ellis, 
which attracted considerable attention from the people of 
Monroe and other parts of the state. 

Among papers and letters sent the writer is found one 
from Hon. Wm. Woodbridge, one of the early Governors 
ol" Michigan, dated Jan. 31, 1849, and which contains the i 
following : " I was long and intimately acquainted with 
the late Mr. Edward D. Ellis and no man regretted more 
sincerely I think than I did his sudden and unexpected 
death. To a mind stored with much and varied knowledge 
and of great native strength and energy he united a most 
amiable and generous heart. Strong in his friendships he 
was still more inflexibly Arm in his principles. So far as 
my long acquaintance with him enabled me to judge I know 
o( no man more confiding, I know o( no man more -purely 
honest, than was he.'' 

in all respects he was a man of strict sobriet}*, integrity 
and uprightness in all his conduct and his memory is held 
in high esteem by all who had the honor of his acciuain- 
lance. lie was a small sized man, nervous leinperamcnl, 
wiih dark eyes and hair. He died in Detroit, May 15, 1848. 
For sketch of his children see Nos. 733 to 740. Feb. 2d, 
1830, he married 

(2»6.) LEONORA MABY CHAPMAN, in Monroe, 
Mich. She was born in Buflalo, N. Y., March 25, 1805, 
and was a daughter of Mr. Asa Chapman, an early resilient 
of Buflalo. Mr. Chapman was a millwright and buili a 
numl)er of grist and saw mills in New York, and Ohio. 
When a young woman Miss Chapman and a younger sister 
went to Kentucky, where they became teachers in families. 
Public schools were then unknown in that section ami 
nearly every family employed teachers. Miss Leonora was 
thus engaged for several years in the family of Gen. Gaines, 
a prominent citizen of Kentucky. Most of the people in 
that .Election were Roman Catholics in religious belief ami 
these two young women embraced that faith, to which they 
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ever afterwards adhered. The younger one, Permelia, took 
ecclesiastical " vows,** and was made a Sister of Charity and 
Superior of St. Vincent's Academy, a school for young 
ladies at Morgansfield, Ky., at the head of which she 
remained during her life. She died about 1850. Another 
sister, Eliza, a strong Presbyterian, married Mr. Drake. 
She was soon left a widow and settled with her two 
children, a son and daughter, in Farmington, Mich., where 
she lived highly respected and died about i86o. Her 
son, Francis M. Drake, died at the same place about 1880, 
leaving a widow and eight children, three of whom 
have recently graduated at the University of Michigan, at 
Ann Arbor. Mrs. F. M. Drake and one daughter, Mrs. 
Imogene Brown, now live in Brighton, Mich., and Mrs. Dr. 
Avery, another daughter, in Pontiac. 

Mrs. Leonora M. Ellis was a woman of superior educa- 
tion and culture. After the death of her husband in 1848, 
she resided with her children in Chicago and Detroit, the 
last few years with her eldeot daughter, Minerva, in Detroit, 
where she died Aug. 26, 1870. 



Clillclreti of lien, nitufck Sills (72)9 nutf titcir liuMtoatid 

and ^vIvcM. Grnutfclilldreu of Ueitt. Joint (is), 

and frreaNKfaiidclilldreu of Rlclaard 

KlllH, nil of Attlilleld. 

(337.) DESIAH ELLIS, eldest child and only daugh- 
ter of Dea. Dimick Ellis was born in Ash field, Mass., 
Aug. 19th, 1803. She lived with her parents at the old 
homestead until her marriage, April loth, 1828, to Mr. 
Tiberius Belding, of Ashfield, where they made their home 
about 80 rods south from the corner where Richard Ellis 
made the first settlement in that town. Here six of their 
children were born. In the autumn of 184O they removed 
to Michigan and settled in Otisco, the north-west corner 
town oi Ionia Co. Their home was one and one-half miles 
west of what is now the flourishing village of Belding. 
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Tliey were among the first settlers of that township, prob- 
ably not over a dozen families preceding them. This whole 
region was then a wilderness and quite difficult ot access, 
no railroads being nearer than Detroit, which was 140 miles 
dislant. But this was a beautiful country and sellliid al- 
most wholly by intelligent and enterprising emigrants from 
Massachusetts and Central New York. The name of the 
town was given by settlers from Otisco, Onondago county, 
N. Y. They were a very hospitable people and any settler 
was known to iind considered "a neighbor" ol all the 
others who were not more than ten or twelve miles distant. 
The land was mostly open "plains" and was quite easily 
brought under cultivation. The willing soil yielded an 
abundance of the necessaries of subsistence and a more 
cheerful, contented and virtuous people than these settlers 
could nowhere be found. " Aunt Desiah," in a surpassing 
degree had the love and esteem of every one. Her house 
was always open and a kindly greeting was extended to 
all. Forty rods north was the district school-house which 
served also as the meeting-house for many years. Al- 
though neither herself or husband were church members, 
the "circuit" ministers of all denominations went straight 
to her home and always were welcomed by herself and 
husband. She never wearied in doing good to everybody 
and her memory should endure forever. She died at the 
homestead Dec. 25th, 1880. Her husband, 

(238.) TIBERIUS BELDINQ, was born in Ashfield, 
Sept. 15th, 1800. He was a son of Mr. John Belding, who 
lived all his life on the farm where Richard Ellis settled 
in 1745. Tiberius was next oldest brother of Mr. Hiram 
Belding, who settled at Belding, Mich., (Otisco township), 
about 1854. 

Mr. Tiberius Belding was a man of uncommon good 
sense, generous, upright, industrious and respected. It re- 
quired all these traits with a noble ambition which he 
possessed to impel one, with a large family, to brave and 
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overcome the privations of a new country such as was this 
in the Forties. He died in Otisco, Nov. 19th, 1870. Mr. 
and Mrs. Belding raised eight children to maturity. These 
were Annabel 1*., born 1829; Frapcis W., 1830; Edward 
E., 1832; Priscilla A., 1834; Tiberius, jr., 183S; Waile, 
1840; Ellen M., 1845, and John D., 1849. 

Annabel Polly Belding was born in Ashfield, June Slh, 
1829. She married Charles F. Morse at Otisco, Feb. 4lh, 
1849. They had seven children, four of whom are now 
living; the others died in infancy. About 1870, Mr. and 
Mrs. Morse moved from Otisco to Milo, Lincoln Co., Kan- 
sas, where the}' settled on a farm. Mr. Morse died at 
Milo, July 1 2th, 1884. ^^^ was born in Homer, Courtland 
Co., N. Y., Nov. 9th, 1820. He and his brother, Hon. John 
L. Morse, were of the first settlers in Otisco about 1837. 
Mrs. Annable P. Morse resides in Milo, with her children. 
Her son, Charles Lee Morse, born 185 1, married Phoebe 
Early of Simpson, Kansas, in 1885. Lewis Ellis Morse, 
born 1858, lives in Milo, Kansas, and has two children. 
Fred Morse born 1861, also lives in Kansas. Nellie Desiah 
Morse born 1864, is a school teacher near her mother's 
home in Kansas. 

Francis W. Belding, born Oct. 28th, 1830, married Miss 
Julia Day, daughter of Daniel Day, Esq., of Otisco. He 
settled on a farm two miles west of Otisco Center, where his 
widow and children now live. He died March 6th, 1S79, 
after a long and painful illness. He was a man of uncom- 
mon intelligence and industry and was held in high esteem 
by all who ever knew him. His children are Edward E., 
Ralph, Blanche, Grace and Pearl. They have an exxeJlenl 
(arm and beautiful home. 

Edward Ellis Belding was born in Ashfield, Dec. 2d, 
1S32. At the beginning of the Rebellion he enlisted in Com- 
pany B, i6th Michigan Volunteers, and was in the seven 
days battle before Richmond in 1862. He died at Harri- 
son's Landing, Va., July iSth, 1862, from sickness brought 
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oil by exposure and fatigue incident to the campaign after 
twelve months of active service. One of his comrades, 
now the Hon. A. B. Morse,* Chief Justice of the Slate of 
j\Iiclii«;an, wrote the following lines: 

Lines on the Death of Edward E, Deidint^^ Company Ji^ i6th 
Michigan Volunteers, 

iJied at Ham!ion'& LanJiuc, Va., July 15th, 1869. 

Aiiotlicr form has passed away 

Another heftrt is cold ; 
Beneath the earth we laid to-day, 

A :voldier true and bold. 
And sadly have we, comrades all, 

Around his lonely grave. 
With teai-s our silent tribute paid 

A noble soul and brave. 

Among the first he left his home 

Antl friends al Duty's call. 
His Country's honor to maintain. 

With her to stand or fall. 
And twelve long months, through hardships dire, 

A soldier's armor wore — 
The toilsome march, the wet bivouac 

lie proudly, calmly bore. 

Fatigue and cold, the burning heat 

His soul could never tire ; 
No danger great, no duty chilled, 

That heart of patriot fire ; 
And ever in the battle front 

On Gaines's bloody field. 
His manly fonn the foremost was 

.Among the last to yield. 

* A lien |{<>nion Mor«e wa< born in 1837 and wac the first white male child born in OiUco 
Me wuk till* elilot ftuii of Hun. John 1.. Mor^, whose furni and hotise joined Mr. Tihcrtii* 
Mvldiii^\ on the south. llr enlisted in the >:inie coin|»;iny with Kdw;ird K. Itehling, with 
whom he had been acquainted from hi« childhood. Young Mur»e wa» promoted to a lieu- 
Icnutitcy and .idjiitant nnd served through the war. After the clo«c of the Kebellion Ik- |trac- 
liccd law in Iniiu. .Mich., until the tprinc of 188s, when he was elected Chief justice of Mirhi- 
};.tn tivei Chief .lukiici: Cuoley, our uf the most noted public nivu in thia> .State, by ihf a^l*^l• 
iNhini* majority uf over 33^0(10 volet. Judge Morse hais literary and judicial ability uf a liifih 
order. 
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The fearful days and sleepless nights, 

That marked our "change of base. 
The hurried march, the desperate fight 

Found Dclding in his place. 
And when fatigue brought on disease, 

Aiul quick and fevered lircnth ; 
He suiTercd pain without complaint 

And calmly waited Death. 

Here, Edward, may thou sleep in peace, 

This noble oak beneath, 
Wliere loving comrades made thy bed. 

And wove the laurel wreath. 
M.iy holly wave and wild rose bloom 

Above thy resting place. 
As long as yonder noble stream 

Its silvered course shall trace. 

And may no coward traitor's hand 

Disturb thy quiet grave ; 
Oh, God of right and truth protect 

The bones of lifeless brave ; 
In life thy soul they could not daunt. 

In death it soars above, 
And dwells with heroes of the past, 

In realms of endless love. 

At home, the ones that loved him well. 

Kind friends and parents dear, 
Will sadly miss his cheerful face, 

And weep the bitter tear. 
And mem'ry will thy 'worth engrave 

In every comrade's mind, 
Of one who dared to do and die, 

A faithful friend and kind. 

A. B. Morse. 

James River, Va., July ilih, il6s. 

Priscilla A. Beldingi second daughter of Tiberius and 
Desiah Ellis Belding, was born at Ashfield, Sept. 28th, 
i834. She married Aug. 9th, 1857, Mr. John D. Snyder 
of Otisco, who lived for several years fifty rods north of 
Mr, Tiberius Belding, Soon after their marriage Mr. 
Snyder and wife settled on a farm, three miles north of 
Ionia, where they raised their family of five children. 
On March 27th, 1884, Mrs. Snyder and her two daughters 



Digitized by 



Google 



»73 
visited Ionia and in returning home in the evening the 
horse became frightened and ran away, throwing out the 
occupants. Mrs. Snyder, was instantly killed but her 
daughters escaped serious injury. 

Tiberius BcUling, Jr., was born at AshficKI, Sept. 2d, 
1838. He married Miss Eliza King of Orleans, Mich., in 
1S62, and have one daughter. Bertha Desiah. Mr. Belding 
was a farmer three miles east of Greenville, Mich., for 
several years. About 1880, he removed to Groton, Brown 
county, Dakota, where he is extensively engaged in farm- 
ing and hotel keeping. 

Waite Belding was born in Ashfield, April 25th, 1840, 
and was six months old when his parents settled in Otisco. 
He has been an invalid most of his life and resides with 
his sisters, Ellen and Mrs. Snyder, previous to the death 
of the latter. 

Ellen M. Belding was born in Otisco, July 7th, 1845. 
She married Mr. James Granger and they have three 
children, Frank, Carl and Glenn. They live on the home- 
stead of Mrs. Granger's parents. 

John Dimick Belding was born in Otisco, Nov. i8lh, 
1849. He married Miss Amelia Deitz, whose parents lived 
at Otisco comers, three-fourths of a mile south of the 
Belding home. They have one daughter, Grace, and live 
in or near Groton, Dakota. 

All these children and grandchildren of Desiah Ellis and 
Tiberius Belding, Sr., were and are sober, upright, indus- 
trious and highly respected and hold in high regard the 
memory of their devoted parents. 

(339.) I)EA. BICHARD ELLIS, eldest son of Dim- 
ick and Polly Annable Ellis, was born in Ashfield, March 
20ih, 1805. He lived at home until his majority when he 
took a trip through Vermont and northern and central New 
York. He settled at Pittstown, Rensselaer Co., N. T., 
about 1826, where he engaged in the coopering business. 
On "Thanksgiving Day," in November, 1827, he was 
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married lo Miss Hannah Ranney of AsliReld. They at 
once took up their home at Pittstown, two miles cast of the 
town "corners," at what is now Boyntonville P. O., named 
in honor of Mr. \Vm. Boynton, now a leading citizen there 
who was horn about 1830. Dea. Ellis lived here until his 
removal lo iSIichigan in 1844. He was largely engaged in 
coopering, employing many hands for several years manu- 
facturing barrels for market at Troy» 15 miles distant. 
About iS^o he look a leading part in organizing the Cliris- 
tian church there and erecting a meeting-house. May ist, 
iS.f4, he started with his familj', wife and two children, for 
Olisco, Mich, where his sister, Desiah (237) had settled in 
1S40 and his brother Lewis (241) in 1842. They went up 
the Erie canal to BuffiUo, by steamboat to Detroit and 
thence with ox teams to Otisco, 140 miles northwesterly 
from Detroit. They reached their new home after a jour- 
ney of 21 days. The same trip can now be made in 24 
hours. Dea. Ellis purchased about 200 acres of new land 
and began its improvement. His farm is on the north side 
of Flat Rivcr» a part of which is now in the thriving vil- 
lage of lielding. 

In 1844 this was a wild country, with deer, liears and 
Indians numerous. Dea. Ellis was a man of delicate health 
all his life but with industry, perseverance and good man- 
agement he made for himself and family a good home. 
Soon after locating in Otisco, he began the organization o( 
a Christian church in connection with Rev. Wilson Mosher 
who, about that time, together with eight or ten fami- 
lies from Pittslown, had located there. This church was 
the principal one in that part of the town for many years 
and about 1870 a commodious church building was erected 
at Belding. Dea. Ellis took great interest in his church 
and was a most exemplary member thereof.. For eighteen 
years he was a justice of the peace, in which official position 
he settled many difficulties with contentious parties, with 
seldom a lawsuit, and it is said that he never had a lawsuit 
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of his own. He was a man of uncommon public spirit, 
always aiclin,L( evciy enterprise which tended to benefit his 
town and its people. 

Doa. J'lllis was reared in Ashfield, in the midst of stronjj 
liaplist inlluences and was from early years of decided re- 
li<(ious inclinations, but his independence of thought led 
luin to reject much of the Calvinistic doctrines of his early 
iearhin;js. About 1835, '^^ embraced tlie doctrines of the 
Christian denomination, to which he devotedly adhered the 
remainder of his life, and it is but truth to say that his 
was the leadinjf spirit in that church both in Pittstown and 
IJekling, in which his time, labor, counsel and money were 
ever freely jfiven. In every relation of life his example 
was a model for others. No unjust act was ever attributed 
to him. lie lived without an enemy and died regretted 
by all who knew him. He died March 26th, 187S. 
His wife, 

(240.) irAXXAH KAXXEY, was born in Ashfield, 
Dec. 15111, 1S05. She was the eldest daujjhier of Jesse and 
Ruth Flower Raniiey, old residents of that town. When 
Hannah was 13 3'ears of age, her father purchased the 
farm and home of David Ellis, Sr., (32) which is about 
one-half mile east of the corner, where old Richard (Da- 
vid's grandfather) made the first settlement in the town. 
In the beginning of the present century the Ranneys were 
numerous in Ashfield, they having come there from Con- 
necticut about the close of the Revolutionary war. Mr. 
George Ranney (Hannah's grandfather) had a large (:unily 
ol children in Ashfield, and one of his grandsons, Henry 
S. Ranney, Esq., a cousin of Hannah, is now and has been 
for over 40 years, the town clerk. The latter has aided 
the writer greatly in procuring statistics and gathering 
items of interest, regarding the early history of the town, 
for this book. In the Appendix will be found much of this 
nature, with a sketch of the Ranneys from the time of their 
early settlement in America. 
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Mrs. Hannah Ranney Ellis now resides on the home- 
stead witli her eldest son Dimick, (749) where herself, hus- 
band and two sons located in 1844. She has in a high 
degree the vigorous constitution of her New England pro- 
genitors and withal an excellent memory which has greatly 
aided the writer, her youngest son, in compiling this book. 
She has for over 50 years been a consistent member of 
the Christian church. 

(2«0 LEWIS ELLIS, third child of Dea. Dimick 
Ellis, was born in Ashfield, Sept. 27th, 181 1. He was 
brought up on the farm with his father and grandfather, 
John (15), on which he lived until his removal to Michigan, 
in 1842. He was a farmer and lived on the old homestead 
with his parents. October 22d, 1834, he was married to 
Miss Louisa Wilson of Ashfield. They have had eight 
children, all of whom, except the two youngest, Geo. W. 
(755) ^"^1 Mary L. (757), died in infancy or early youth. 
The sterilty of the soil and frigidity of the climate of 
western Massachusetts, finally induced Mr. Ellis to seek 
a new location. About that time many New England 
people were emigrating to Michigan, and several from 
Ashfield had settled in Otisco, and in the opening of 1842 
Mr. Ellis with his family, then consisting of his wife and 
two children, started for the latter place, where he pur- 
chased a large farm on the north side of Flat River, 
opposite the present village of Belding, and adjoining his 
brother Richard on the east. Here he made for himself 
and family an elegant home and is now in his old age 
surrounded with every comfort. When he located there 
the country was new and there were not more than a dozen 
families in the town. The nearest market was Grand 
Rapids, 30 miles distant. For ten or twelve years wheat 
and surplus grain was drawn by teams to that place for 
sale. Prices were low for their productions, <ind high for 
all they purchased, and money was scarce. But it may 
be said that the best of lumber was abundant and cheap. 
Six miles to the north were the great pine districts, which 
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jjave to this part of the State great advantages over central 
and even southern Michigan. For many years the best of 
pine himbcr could be had for four dollars per thousand feet, 
payable in hay and coarse grains, so that about all the rend}' 
money wliicli was required for building purposes was what 
was paid for nails and glass. Long after the latter sections 
had to depend upon rude logs for houses and barns the 
former was well supplied with comfortable and often elegant 
houses and other buildings, and Otisco has long stood in 
the front rank of Michigan towns for wealth, intelligence \ 
and general prosperity,' and Belding is a thriving place 
and an important station on the Detroit, Lansing & Northern 
Railroad in the northeastern part of the town of Otisco. 

Mr. Ellis although not a church member, is a Univer- 
salist so far as regards a belief in the elevation of man 
in this world and his final salvation in the next. He is a 
man of large influence and has always taken an active 
interest in the politics and general welfare of his town 
.nul county, but has never sought official position himself. 

(242.) LOUISA WILSON, wife of Lewis Ellis of 
Otisco, (Belding P. O.) was born in Shelburn, Mass., Nov. 
.^d, 1812. When about 17 years of age her widowed mother 
(see page 116) married Dea. Dimick Ellis and she removed 
10 Ashfield. After Louisa's marriage to Mr. Lewis Ellis 
their parents lived with them in Ashfield and followed 
ilicm to Belding in 1846, where they passed the remainder 
ot their earthly dixys with them in the quiet contentment 
of a serene and happy old age. Mrs. Louisa W. Ellis is 
n Baptist in religious belief, and is a most devoted wife 
and mother, and grandmother too. 

(243.) DR. JOHN ELLIS, youngest child of Dimick 
and Polly Annabic Ellis, was born in Ashfield, Nov. 26th, 
iHi 5. During his youth he worked on the farm and attended 
the district school and later the academy at Shelbui-ne Falls, 
.»ul ihe Sanderson Academy on the "Plain,** as Ashfield 
Center was called, about one and one-half miles from the 
Kllis home. He was always of a very studious turn of mind 
"ul early determined to study medicine and become a 
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physician. He had a decided mechanical gift and learned 
dentistry, which he practiced during his studentship to obtain 
means to enable him to attend college. With this view he 
took a trip through some of the Southern States, returning 
from Central Alabama on horseback, stopping here and 
there (or a time to work at his business. This was about 
1840 to 1841. Before this, and on his return he attended 
medical college at Pittsfield, Mass., where he graduated in 
the fall of T842. After this he attended the medical college 
at Albany, N. Y. Dr. Ellis began practice in Chesterfield, 
Mass., where he married Miss Mary Elizabeth Coit, his first 
wife. After about one year he removed to Grand Rapids, 
Mich. Here he remained about two years; and during this 
period he began to investigate the homeopathic method of 
treating diseases, and at its end he spent a winter in New 
York City, attending lectures and visiting physicians, and on 
his I'eturn to Michigan in the spring he settled in Detroit, 
and opened an office as a homeopathic physician in connec- 
tion with Dr. P. M. Wheatcn, who died of the cholera at Cin- 
cinnati in 1849 or 1850. He purchased books and medicines 
for the purpose of investigating homeopathy while in Grand 
Rapids and began their use. He was surprised and pleased 
at the results obtained. He located in Detroit in 1846, where 
he practiced until 1861, when he settled in New York 
City, where he now resides. He and Dn Wheaton were 
the first homeopathic physicians in Detroit, and among the 
first in the State. He acquired a large patronage and held 
the confidence of the people in a very high degree. For 1 
professional knowledge and skill he was regarded by his 
patrons as without a superior. 

Dr. Ellis in his early practice was a surgeon of rare skill. 
In 1845 he made the first successful operation of the kind 
then on record of tying both carotid arteries, at an interval 
of only about four days, in the neck of a man who was 
slowly bleeding to death from a gun-shot wound through 
the neck. He lectured six years in the Homeopathic 
Medical College in Cleveland, Ohio, just before the Rebel- 
lion, and was often called by the regular surgeon to assist 
him in difficult operations. He also was Professor of the 
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Theory and Practice of Medicine for two years in the New 
York Homeopathic Medical College. The beginning of his 
practice was before the discovery of chloroform and the 
unavoidable suffering consequent on surgical operations, and 
the infinitely more mild and satisfactory practice of medicine 
on the homeopathic principle gradually led him to mainly 
withdraw from the former in favor of the latter practice. 
For the last fifteen years he has almost wholly given his time 
to the oil business, but has written much upon medical and 
theological subjects. Although a medium sized man, a firm 
of hatters in Detroit said he had one of the largest heads in 
Michigan. His general culture and qualities of heart are no 
less ample. He is a man of few words, unusual modesty, 
quiet, gentle and amiable disposition, but in a discussion he is 
prepared to go to an exhaustive degree to sustain his point. 
Both in medicine and theology he is well informed and thor- 
oughly grounded in his principles. He has been a religious 
man and for nearly 40 years a member of the New Jeru- 
salem Church (commonly called Swedenborgian) to which 
he devotes a small portion of his time, labor and income in 
propagating its doctrines. At his own expense he has 
written, printed, and circulated gratuitously, to the clergy of 
the United States and Canada, over 60,000 copies of an 
"Address to the Clergy," of 24 pages; and an equal number 
of a work of 260 pages on " Skepticism and Divine Reve- 
lation,'' and also a pamphlet of 52 pages on the ^' Deteriora- 
tion of the Puritan Stock." These three works have been 
sent to every clergyman of every denomination in the 
United States and Canada whose name could be obtained. 
One of his late publications is a work of over 700 pages 
condemning the use of fermented wine as a beverage, or for 
sacramental purposes, as being unsafe and unscripturnl. A 
number of ministers attacked him for this, but good judges 
concede that he has the best of the argument. The silence 
of his opponents seems to confirm this, which shows pru- 
dence on their part even if they are not convinced, for Dr. 
Ellis when he is sure that he is right never gives up in any- 
thing he undertakes. His principles nrtjfxed^ and in religion, 
temperance and medidne, which so vitally affect mankind, 
he is tuflexiblc. 
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Some years ago Dr. Ellis published a volume on the 
"Avoidable Causes of Disease" and another on "Family 
Homeopathy." These books have had a large sale and 
are works of a high order of merit. 

Wliilc residing in Dclroil, Dr. Ellis invested consider* 
able money in lands, mines and stocks. The lands proved 
good investments, but the mines and slocks were a failure. 

While engaged in practicing medicine in New York he 
took an interest in an oil reflnery nt Binghamton, N. Y. ; and 
finally invented a new process of refining petroleum, and in 
connection with the President of the Company, he obtained 
two patents for the same; but the refinery, entrusted to the 
care of others, did not prove a financial success; but his son, 
Mr. W. D. Ellis, and Mr. T. M. Leonard, nephew of his 
wife, commenced selling the oils in New York. In 1874, in 
connection with his son and Mr. Leonard, he started a 
refinery in Brooklyn, with his improved process for refining 
oil for lubricating purposes; he attending to the manufactur- 
ing department of the business, while his son and nephew 
attended to the selling of the products. The business pros- 
pered and increased to such an extent that in 1881 they pur- 
chased a large tract of land at Edgewater, New Jersey, on 
the Hudson River, across from New York City and about 
opposite 117th street, where they constructed one of the 
finest oil refineries in the world. From small beginnings, 
about fifteen years ago, this business has grown to large 
proportions with demands for their oil, and depots for its 
sale, in every part of the globe. It is Dr. Ellis' characteristic 
to have whatever he produces frsl qnalUy^ and it is this, 
together with the strenuous efforts of his son and partner to 
push its sale far and wide, which has brought their " valvo- 
line," for oiling machinery, into such extensive demand. 

The likeness of Dr. Ellis, on opposite page, was copied 
from a photograph taken in 1865 when he was about 50 
years of age. He is now in his seventy-second year, not 
robust but in the enjoyment of good health, resulting 
mainly, from the simplicity and strict sobriety of his life. 
He is said to resemble his grandfather, John (15), in mental 
and physical characteristics. Dr. Ellis has had five children, 
only one of whom, Wilbur D., is now living. For sketch 
of the latter see No. 760. 
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(243) JOHN ELLIS, M. D., 

or NEW VORR CITY. 



[,8,] 
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In writing history, or biography it is not always con- 
sidered safe to say too much of the living. The mutations 
of lire, and changeableness of human character, are such as 
sometimes to most unexpectedly reverse our early opinions 
of men and women. But when they have closed their earthly 
career, and passed on to the other life, the situation is different. 
Their record is then made, it is unchangeable. With this 
view it has been the policy of the writer of these pages to 
say what he truthfully could of the latter, but with the 
former, those now living, treat with brevity and conciseness. 
If any departure from this course can be made, with absolute 
assurance of right, it is in reference to the one now under 
consideration. It is not often that we can say of any one 
that he contains all the perfections of the ideal man. But 
the writer voices the opinion of many others, as well as his 
own, in the expression that of all of the EUises whom he has 
known^ as well as of all men, he excels. Always calm, 
never impulsive, never spurred hither and thither by each 
desire that comes uppermost, but self-controlled, self-bal- 
anced, always self-reliant, and governed by the joint suprem- 
acy of the intellect and the will; never an act, or expression, 
without calm deliberation; firm in his convictions of trutli 
and right, with the natural always subservient to the spiritual; 
living in the world, yet above it; theoretical, yet thoroughly 
practical; with an unfailing reliance on Divine Providence ; 
presenting all the traits of a pure, noble, and Christian man 
in an exalted degree; he is, and has been from early man- 
hood, an example wortliy the imitation and reverence of men. 
June 29, 1843, Dr. John Ellis married in Chesterfield, 
Mass., his first wife, 

(24it.) MART E. COIT. She was born in Norwich, 
Hampshire Co., Mass, in 1817. She was the second daughter 
of Harvey and Nancy Stone Coit. Mr. Harvey Coit lived 
many years in Chesterfield, Mass., but in later years he 
removed to Columbus, Ohio. His sons, Messrs. Harvey 
Coit, jr., and George Coit, are now living in Columbus. 

Mary E. Coit was a descendant of John Coit, who came 
from Wales in 1635. He was among the settlers at Ssilem, 
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in 1638, at Gloucester, in 1644, and at New London, Conn., 
in 1650, where he died in 1659. His wife, Mary Jenness 
Coit, died in 1676 aged 80 years. One of their descendants 
was Dea, Joseph Coit, bom 1673, married Martha Harris. 
One of their sons. Col. Samuel Coit, born in Plainfield, Conn., 
in 1708, married Sarah Spaulding. Their son, Benjamin, 
born 1731, married Abigail Billings and lived in Griswold, 
Conn. Their son, Rev. Joseph Coit, born 1763, married 
Experience Wheeler of Stonington, Conn., and they were 
the grandparents of Mrs. Mary Coit Ellis. Mrs. Ellis was 
a woman of unusual beauty, gentleness and loveliness of 
character. She died in Detroit, Oct. 15, 1850, aged 33 
years. Of her three children but one, Mr. W. D. Ellis, 
(760) of New York city, is now living. 

Mrs. Dr. Ellis was a cousin of Mrs. Aurelia Coit 
Caskey, wife of Hon. Samuel Caskey, an old and promi- 
nent resident of Detroit. Mrs. Caskey*s father, John H. 
Coit, lived in Norwich, Hampshire Co., Mass. She has a 
genealogical record of the Coit family, published in 1874, 
from which, by her courtesy, the writer has procured the 
above statistics. 

(345.) SARAH MABIA LEONARD, second wife of 
Dr. John Ellis, was bom in Barker, Broome Co., N. Y., 
Aug. 14th, 1828. Her father, Joseph Leonard, Jr., was 
born in Chenango, N. Y., about 1791 and died in Port 
Huron, Mich., in 1874. Her mother, Margaret Hammar 
was born in Somerville, N. J., in 1794, and died in Ionia, 
Mich., in 1882, aged 88 years. Mrs. Ellis' parents settled 
in Troy, Oakland Co., Mich,, in very early times, when 
Michigan was a territory. Their children were, Mary 
Ann, born 1818, married Ezekiel Crocker Leonard and 
they live in Edgewater, N. J. Their only son, Theodore, 
is a partner of Dr. John and W. D. Ellis in the oil business. 
Seth, born 1820, is a farmer and lives in Troy, Mich. Cath- 
erine, born 1822, married Alanson King, and they have 
lived in Ionia, Mich., for many years (Mr. King died early 
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in 1887), Elizabeth, born 1824, married Hiram King and 
lived in Saginaw, Mich., several years where Mr. King died 
about 1880. 

Dr. and Mrs. Ellis were married in Troy, Oakland Co., 
Mich., Oct. 30, 185 1. A short time previous to his last 
marriage Dr. Ellis had built a large double brick four story 
residence at 41 and 43 Congress street, west, in Detroit, 
where he resided and carried on his medical business until 
his removal to New York in 1861. 

In June, 1884, Dr. and Mrs. Ellis started on an eastern 
tour to the old world. They visited nearly every country of 
Europe, and Egypt and the Holy Land. They were gone 
just one year. A full account of their trip was pubh'shcd 
weekly in ^* The Dawn^^ a London publication, and sent to a 
large number of their friends in this country. 

Mrs. Ellis is a very bright woman, well-educated, is a 
graduate in medicine and, several years ago, lectured in 
the Woman's Medical College in New York. She has 
aided her husband greatl}* in his literary, medical * and 
business pursuits. ITer two children died in infancy. The 
eldest, Lilly, was bom Aug, 5th, 1852, and died Sept. 27th 
of the same year. Edward Dell Ellis, their second child, 
was born May 30th, 1855, ^"^ ^*^^ Aug. 6th, 1855. Dr. 
and Mrs. Ellis own elegant apartments in " The Chelsea,*' 
a new apartment house, or block, ten stories high, at 222 
West 23rd Street. This kind oi a structure is a modern 
invention in which four or more complete residences are 
constructed on each story with one or more elevators, besides 
stairways, leading to the top. The owners of each residence 
(orm a joint association for its general management, and 
none are allowed to buy or rent therein unless acceptable to 
all the others. The upper stories of such a building are 
very cool, airy and sightly, and withal quite desirable apart- 
ments for those who wish to get above the din and dust and 
confusion oi the over-crowded streets below. These build- 
ings are about 130 feet high, fire-proof, and the light and 
ventilation of the upper stories, at least, all one could desire. 
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Clillclren of Sylvia euis (7s). and tier liusbandy Aslter Beld« 

liifiT* Grandchildren of Lieut. Joltn and irreat 

srandcliildren of Rlcliard dliii» all 

of Aslifleld, 946 to ssj. 

(240.) ARETUS BELDINO, eldest child of Sylvia 
and Asher Belding, was born in Ashfield in 1803. He 
married Nancy Pine in Ypsilanti, Mich., where he died 
in 1830, leaving no children. 

(247.) JANE BELDINO was born in Ashfield, in 
1806. She married, Mr. John Shaw in Washtenaw Co., 1 
Mich., but they settled in Otisco, Mich., about 1838. Mr. ; 
Shaw was a farmer, a Baptist in religious belief, an 
Englishman by birth and a man of great good sense, 
enterprise and wealth. His farm was one and one-half 
miles north of Otisco Center, where his son, Asher, now 
lives with his family. Mr. Shaw died about 1880, at 
Greenville, Mich., to which place he had removed about 
1865. 

Mrs. Jane Shaw was a woman of great energy and 
business talent and of the most upright character. She 
was widely known and respected. She died in Greenville 
in 1869, Her three children were, William, who lived in 
Mapleton, Dakota, some years ago ; Sylvia, who married 
James Tallman, a thriving farmer, in Ordway, Dakota, and 
Asher, who lives on the homestead in Otisco. 

( ) EDWARD BELDINO, second son of Sylvia and | 

Asher Belding, was born in Ashfield in 1810. He died at I 
zo years of age. | 

(248.) EBENEZER BELDING was born in Ashfield, ! 
in 181 1. It is said that he went **to sea*' when about 24 ! 
years of age and was never heard from afterwards. 

(249.) VOLNEY BELDINO, was born 1814. Like most 
of Ashfield youths he started out early to seek a new 
location. In the spring of 1837, he settled in Otisco, one 
mile north of the town corners or center, where he located 
a farm of 160 acres of excellent land. Soon after he also 
engaged in lumbering on ** Lincoln creek," about 10 miles 
further north, where he built the first saw mill in that part 
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of the State. About 1845, he built other mills three miles 
further up on Flat River, at what is now Gowan, a 
station on the Detroit, Lansing & Northern Railroad. All 
mills in those times were run by water power and the 
streams were dammed by hard labor and at great expense, 
and were subject to frequent "wash-outs" from floods. 
Mr. Belding's experience in this business was varied by 
all the ups and downs which could be conceived of. But 
he was a man of the most undaunted courage, perseverance, 
and hopefulness and ever held the respect and confidence 
of the people of all that section. In 1844 he returned to 
Ash field, where he married Miss Louisa Flower, a daughter 
of Horace or Horatio Flower and niece of Rhoda (177) 
and Rumina Flower (181), who married William and 
David Ellis, Jr. She is a woman of rare intelligence 
and worth. Soon after their marriage they returned to 
Michigan, where Mr. Belding continued farming and lum- 
bering nearly twenty years, when he removed to a farm 
at Saltville, Kansas. They have had eight children, $ix 
o( whom are now living in Kansas and Missouri. These 
are Mary Jane, Edward E., Pauline E., Carrie L., Sylvia 
E. and John Asher Belding. 

Mr. Volney Belding is in poor health and lately has been 
residing with his son at Flat Creek, Barry Co., Mo. 

(251.) THOMAS BELDING was born in 1816. He 
went to Michigan with his brother, Volney, and located a 
farm just east and adjoining the latter. In 1846 he married 
Miss Emeline Weaver, a daughter of Mr. Aaron Weaver, 
a very aged resident at the present time, of Otisco. Mrs. 
Belding died a few years later leaving no children. At 
the breaking out of the gold-fever e.Ycitement in California, 
in 1850, Thomas went there and remained until 1872. 
He died in 1878, in Nevada, where he had a farm. 

(263.) CHANDLER BELDING, youngest child of 
Asher and Sylvia Ellis Belding, was born in Ashfield 
in 1819. Tn 1850 he went to California and in 1872 to 
Nevada, where he had a ranch or farm with his brother 
Thomas. He died in 1883, leaving no children. 
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CUlldreii of Daulel SllU (97)i of ClllHtouriTi JelTersoti Co., 

M« v., and tliclr linsbaiids and i!%'tves« Grand- 

clilldreu of Caleto (19), of Ivlllttbnru:. and 

in'eat irrandGlitldreu of ictcliard, of 

Asliflcld. Kroui 960 to S73« 

(8G0.) ELIZAliRTJl KLLIS, eldest child of Daniel 
Ellis, was bom in Adams, Jellcrson Co., N. Y., i8o.|. She 
married Mr. Geo. Paddock and had two children, Henry 
A. and Maria, who are married and live in Prophetstown, 
Whiteside, Co., Illinois. The latter married a Mr. Nichols, 
and he died about i860. 

(264.) MAllIA KLL1S, daughter of Daniel KIlis, was 
born in Adams, Jefferson Co., N. Y., June nth, 1S07, and 
died in 1863. She married Mr. Elisha Salisbury of Ellis- 
burg. She had one daughter, Martha, and three sons, 
Abiram, Daniel and David. The latter are said to live in 
or near Midland, Mich. 

(2G6.) LORENZO D. ELLIS , son of Daniel, was bom 
in Adams, N. Y., Nov. nth, 1805. lie married a Mrs. 
Mehitable Hrown Martin, a widow with one daughter, 
Julia Ann. She was one of a family of eleven children. 
Her parents lived at Chazy, Clinton Co., N. Y., and were 
Oliver and Ann Babcock Brown, and all were Methodists 
and highly respected people. 

Mr. Ellis and Mrs. Martin were married at Alburgh, : 
Vt., in 1836. Mrs. Ellis died in 1866, leaving four children, 
Christina E., Carrie M., Myra and Oliver L. D. Ellis. 
Christina, born 1837, married Mr. Caleb Ellis of Ellisburg, 
N. Y., (see 319). Carrie M. was born Oct. 22d, 1839, in 
Champlain, N, Y. She has never married, is a teacher at 
Brooklyn, Cal. Myra was born at Bangor, Franklin Co., ! 
N. Y., July i8th, 1842, educated at Union Academy, at 
Belleville, and in 1864 married Capt. Edwin Swan of 
Adams, N. Y. Capt. Swan was in the Union army and 
was a highly respected man. He died in 1865. Mrs. 
Swan afterwards married Mr. George Nichols of Water- 
town, N. Y. He is a druggist and has lived at Grand 
Rapids, Mich., for the past 15 years. 
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Oliver L. D. Ellis, younj^est child of Lorenzo D., was 
born at Bangor, N. Y., June 20th, 1845. He enlisted in the 
Union army at 16 years of age and served through the 
Rebellion. He is married, has five children and lives in 
Kansas. TTis wife was Fannie Uarkcr, daughter of Leonard 
O. Barker (320) of Young, N. Y. 

Mr. ]-»orcnzo D. Ellis was loo old to join the army during 
ihe Rebellion, but he served some time in the hospital at 
Hampton, Va. He died in Manlius, Onondaga Co., and 
was buried in Adams, N. Y., in 1875. ^^'^^ ^vif<^ died in 
March, 1866. She was a lovely, patient, hopeful and deeply 
religious woman. 

(2G8-) CATHARINE ELLIS was born August nth, 
1S13, and died in 1830. 

(370.) NICHOLAS GllOAT ELLIS, son of Daniel 
and Christine Groat Ellis, was born at Ellisburg, N. Y., 
May 2d, 1815. He married Miss Zilpha B. Case, who 
was born in Walertown, N. Y., Sept. i6th, 1818. They 
were married Feb. 20lh, i8.f4. Their children were Henry 
G., born Feb. 26th, 1845 ; Geo. W., May 3d, 1847 ; Mar- 
garet J., Sept. i8th, 1849, died Sept. 4th, 1857 ; Edward 
D., Dec. 2d, 1851, and Lewis M., Oct. 13th, 1856, the last 
born at Ellisburg, N. Y., and the others in Canada West. 

Henry G. Ellis married Clara V. Fuller in Wisconsin, 
in 1867. 

Geo. W. Ellis married Alma Earl, at Bronson, Mich., in 
1873, and have two children, Maggie Louisa and Lois Maria. 

Edward D. Ellis married at Salt Lake City, Utah, in 1883. 

Lewis M. Ellis married Louisa S. Doust, at Charlotte, 
Mich., in 1880. Their children were Bertha, Beulah and 
Paul. Mr. Lewis M. Ellis, with his family, settled at 
Mason, Mich., where he was secretary and general manager 
of the Mason carriage works. He was also an alderman 
of the village and a very prominent and highly respected 
man. He died Nov. 2d, 1885, much regretted, as he was 
voung and gave great promise of further usefulness to his 
family and friends. 

Mr. Nicholas Groat Ellis died in 1871. 
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(272.) MARCUS A. ELLIS, son of Daniel Ellis, of 
ElHsburg, was born Nov. 25th, 1817. He died in 1879, 
unmarried, 

(273.) RET. ALBERT A. ELLIS, youngest child 0! 
Daniel Ellis of EUisburg, N. Y., was born in Adams, (next 
town north of ElHsburg) April 6th, 1820, He joined the 
Baptist church and was ordained a minister of that denom- 
ination. He came to Michigan in early life and preached for 
a time at Brooklyn, Northville and Plymouth. He married : 
Electa A. Barney, in Jefferson Co., and they had several ; 
children. Edward S., born 1847, is a lawyer and judge 
in Lisbon, Dakota, and also mayor of the town. He 
married Alice Kearney in 1876. Mary L., born 1848, 
married Mr. Frank Pratt of Painesville, Ohio. She died in 
1885. Charles S. Ellis, born June 26th, 1852, married 
Maggie S. Leys, Feb. 14th, 1883. They live in Sarnia, 
Canada, where Mr. Ellis is a dry goods merchant. 

Mrs. Electa A. Ellis was born Dec. 2d, 1822, married 
at ElHsburg, N. Y., Sept, 22d, i8.|4, and died in 1854. 

Rev. Mr. Ellis, for his second wife, married Mrs. Mary 
S. G. Noyes, June 28th, 1855, She was bom Aug. 29th, 
1821. Her maiden name was Mary Sherwood Gregory ; 
born in Perington, Monroe Co., N. Y., and at the age of ; 
nine years removed with her parents to Plymouth, Mich, j 
She first married Dr. Justin Noyes, who died, as did also '. 
two children by him, Emma and Mary Noyes. 

Mrs, Mary S. G. Ellis, died in Brooklyn, Jackson Co., 
Mich., June 7th, 1856. Her parents were William S. and 
Lydia Gregory, of Plymouth, Mich. She was a woman of ' 
sincere piety and usefulness and was beloved by all. A sister j 
ol hers Mrs. Lyon, wife of Hon. T. T. Lyon, lives in South ! 
Haven, Mich., where Mr. Lyon is engaged largely in rais- ' 
ing fruit and is a man of considerable note in this State. 
She left an infant child, Mary E. G. Ellis, born in Brooklyn, 
May i7ih, 1856, who married Mr. Dewitt H. Moreland, 
at Plymouth, Jan. 30th, 1876. They now reside in Detroit, 
and have one daughter, Lois Claire Moreland, born May 
7th, 1877. 
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Mr. Moreland is in the railroad business. He is general 
traveling agent for the St. Paul, Minneapolis & Manitoba 
Railroad. He was born and raised in Plymouth, Mich., 
in the same neighborhood with his wife. The latter, after 
ihe death of her mother in Brooklyn, Mich., was reared by 
her aunt, Mrs. T. T. Lyon, who then, and for many years 
after, lived at Plymouth. 

Rev. Albert A. Ellis for his third wife married Mrs. Jane 
IJrink Swift, of Northville, Mich. Her first husband was a 
brother of Dr. Swift, now and for many years a prominent 
physician of Northville. About a year after her marriage 
to Mr. Ellis the latter died. Afterward Mrs. Ellis was again 
married to Mr. Clark of Sarnia, Canada, where they both 
now reside. Mr. Clark is a wealthy and highly respected 
• merchant there. Mrs. Clark is a woman of great refine- 
ment, unusual intelligence and amiability. Several of Mr. 
Ellis' children by his first wife were reared by her after the 
death of their father. 

Rev. Mr. Ellis was a man of uncommon talent, 
both as a minister and business man. He dealt largely in 
pine and other lands and in 1859 visited Grand Rapids, 
iMich., on a business e.vpedition. He was taken sick at his 
hotel, the old National, where the Morton House now 
stands, and suddenly died, in a day or two after. Rev. Mr. 
C. C. Miller, now of Oxford, Mich., and some other church 
and lodge friends of an order to which Mr. Ellis and they 
belonged were notified and sent the remains to his family 
in Northville. Rev. Supply Chase of this city, the oldest 
Baptist minister in this State, recollects Mr. Ellis and his 
last wife and speaks of them both in the highest terms of 
commendation. 

Rev. Mr. Ellis' parents and grandparents were ardent 
Methodists in religious belief, as were all the EUises in and 
about Ellisburg, N. Y., and he was reared in this belief, but 
what induced him to depart from the faith of his fathers 
and become a Baptist does not now appear. However, it 
may safely be attributed to that feeling of independence and 
desire to investigate, each for himself, which is an Ellis trait, 
and as he was a man of unusual intelligence, this assurance 
may be taken as positive. 
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ChllUrcii of Joint ISlllH (loi), of Hlllttburflr* N. T.» and llielr 

iivives and liuiibands. Graiidclilldreii of CaleU (19) 

and srrcnt arrandclilldreii of Richard* of 

AMiilield. I'Toni s86 to S98. 

(280.) CALEB ELLIS, eldest son of John, was born 
ill Kllisbur«j, N, Y., Nov. 17111, 1806. lie died several 
years ago, leaving three children : Melvin, who is a physi- 
cian, Mary Etta, who married a Lockwood, and Arvilla, 
who married a Canwell and lived in Toledo, Ohio. 

(288.) SQUIRE ELLIS, son of John of Ellisburg 
N. Y., was born March ist, 181 1. He married Theresa 
Washburn and had three children. 

Elizabeth married Capt. William Gilbert and they live 1 
at Henderson Harbor, N. Y. He sails the schooner Wm. 
Gilbert. 

Caroline married Augustus Sanford, a farmer, and they 
live in Ellisburg. 

John H. Ellis, son of Squire, married Nancy Goodnough 
and they have two daughters : Libbie, who married Avery 
Otis, a farmer in Illinois, and Carrie, who married Mark 
Howard, a farmer in Ellisburg. 

Mr. Squire Ellis died Dec. 17th, 1843, and Mrs. Theresa 
Ellis again married a Mr. William Cronk. They now live at 
Ellisburg and are over 75 years of age. They have four j 
children, all married, Joseph, Silas, Julia and Owellen Cronk. 

(290) MAHY ELLIS, daughter of John (loi), and 
Betsey Smith, his second wife, was born in Ellisburg, N. Y., 
Sept. 1 2th, 1822. Jan. 30th, 1844, she married Wm. Mc- 
Kinley and he died in 1847, leaving two sons, John and 
Frank, both married and living in or near Benton Harbor, 
Mich. Mrs. Mary Ellis McKinley was again married to 
Mr. Hiram Tubbs of Benton Harbor, where they now live. 
They have four children, Edgar, Everett, Ella and Hattie. 

(292). DANIEL ELLIS, son of John (loi), was born 
in Ellisburg, N. Y. Aug 23d, 1824. He married Laura 
Etta Woodrufl* Mr. Ellis died leaving three children, all 
now living at Benton Harbor, Mich. Frederick, William 
and Mary, who married Thomas Winters. 
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(294.) GEORGE KOGEH ELLIS, son of John (loi), 
was born in EUisburg, N. Y,, Aug. ist, 1830. He was 
married and had two sons. He was thrown from a horse 
and killed. 

(296.) HANNAH ELLIS, dau^jhter of John (loi), was 
born in EUisburg, N. Y., March 22d, 1833. She married 
George Fuller and now lives at Benton Harbor, Mich. 
They hjive three children : Adelbert, born 1852, Mary, 1856, 
and Maggie, 1862. The latter married Frank Ellis and 
ihey live at EUisburg, N. Y. Adelbert Fuller is married 
and lives at Benton Harbor. 

(298.) CAPT. EDWARD N. ELLIS, son of John 
(loi), and his third wife, Kate Duran, was born in EUisburg, 
N. Y., Oct. 2ist, 1839. H^ ^^ a sailor and has been on the 
lakes since he was ten years old. He has commanded j 
several boats and is now in the iron ore trade between 1 
Marquette, Mich., and Lake Erie ports. 

Dec. 23d, 1865, he married Miss Ann Minor, a daughter 
of Capt. Wm. and Margaret Swarthout Minor. Cnpt. Ellis 
has one daughter, Mary Louisa, bom Aug. 26th, 1875. 
His family reside at EUisburg, N. Y. 

Capt. Ellis' mother's (Kate Duran,) maiden name was 
Kate or Catharine Colon. Her first husband was William 
Duran, by whom she had four children : Capt. A W. 
Duran, Nancy, who married Capt. Hiram Emory and now 
live in Grand Traverse, Mich., Mary Duran, who married 
Nathan Farnam and lived in EUisburg, N. Y., and Jane H., 
who married a Lafayette and live in Oswego, N. Y. Eight 
years after Mrs. Duran's marriage to Mr. John Ellis (loi), 
she was again left a widow, with a family of young children. 
She was married to Mr. Ellis Jan. 20th, 1839. She was a 
woman of great courage, industry and perseverance, and 
was highly respected by all. She died at EUisburg, N. Y., 
April ipih, 1884. 
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Clilldrcn: of Tliotiiiis mils (io8)» of dllMtourfc, Bl. V.» nnd 

llieir wlven an€i lia«l»aiiclfi. Oraticlchllclrcn of 

Caleb <io)t anil crrent-Braiulclilldreii of 

RldiarU Klllii. Kroni 310 to s*9» 

(310.) RICItAKD ELLIS^ eldest son of Thomas, of 
EUisburg, N. Y., was bom Feb. 7th, 1813, in Woodville, 
Jefferson Co., N. Y. He graduated at Hamilton College, 
in 1834, and ever since has been engaged in teaching in 
academies. In 1842, he married Miss Emily A. Clark, a 
daughter of John Clark, a mechanic and farmer of Copen- 
hagen, Lewis Co., N. Y. She died in 1849 at 27 years of 
age, leaving one son, Theodore C. Ellis. 

In 1853, Mr. Ellis was again married in Cazenovia to 
Miss Elizabeth A. Barrett, a farmer's daughter. Her father, 
Amasa Barrett of Cazenovia, died in 1865. Her mother, 
Fanny Damon Barrett, died in 1875. ^^^ ^^^^ ^ graduate 
of Oneida Conference Seminary and since her marriage to 
Mr. Ellis has been engaged in teaching with her husband. 
Mrs. Ellis was born in 1825. Mr. and Mrs. Ellis now 
reside at Cazenovia, MadisDn Co., N. Y., having partial-' 
ly rclired from teaching. They have taught in the Belle- 
ville Academ}', Hudson River Institute, and for the last 
twenty-three years in Cazenovia. They are members of 
the Methodist church. 

Mr. Ellis* son, Theodore C, born in Rodman, Jefferson 
Co., N. Y., in 184S, is a lawyer, graduated at Marietta, 
Ohio, and now resides in Kansas. 

(313.) RUSSELL ELLIS^ second son of Thomas,, 
was born in 1815, in Woodville, N. Y., (township of ! 
EUisburg.) In 1835 he married Miss Martha A. Cook, < 
of Pulaski, N. Y. Mrs. Ellis was born in 1817 and died 
in 1878. Mr. Ellis was a merchant and in 1850 went to 
California, and, in returning from San Francisco to Panama 
on a vessel, was taken sick and died on the passage. He 
had one son, Hiram Russell Ellis, born in Woodville, N. Y., 
in 1840. The latter now re.sides in Grand Rapids, Mich. 
He married Francis A.Pierce in Grand Rapids, July 6th, 
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1865, and have had eight chiMren, Russell P., born 1867 ; 
Lola, 1869 ; Harry H., 1872 ; Frank H., 1875 ; Gertrude, 
1877, died in 1881 ; Gilbert C, 1879 ; Edwin D., 1881 ; 
Geo. H., 1884. 

Mr. Hiram R. Ellis was an officer in .the Union army. 
He enlisted from Saugatuck, Allegan Co., Mich., August 
iplh, 1862, as Sergeant of Co. I, Fifth Michigan Cavalry. 
August 15th, 1864 he was appointed First Lieut., and 
J^evet Capt. of U. S. Vol. March 13th, 1865, for gallant 
a Jd meritorious services during the war. He was mustered 
out June 5th, 1865. 

(314.) SARAH ELLIS^ eldest daughter of Thomas, 
\v<is born in Ellisburg, N. Y., in 1816. She married David 
Fulton, Jr., in Belleville, N. Y., (Ellisburg township) Jan. 
13th, 1841. Mr. Fulton was bom in Ellisburg, in 1817, and 
was a son of David Fulton, Sr., (see 81, page 121) and a 
(grandson of James and Hannah Ellis Fulton of Colerain, 
Mass. Mr. David Fulton, Jr., died in Belleville, Oct. 9th, 
1886. He was a farmer. Mrs. Sarah Ellis Fulton lives 
on the homestead and has four sons : James, born 1843 ; 
Thomas, 1849 ; David, Jr., 1852, and Charles N., 1855. 

James Fulton married Frances Grant of Belleville. 
They have two children. 

Thomas Fulton married Abbie Evans of Belleville, 
where they now live. 

David Fulton married Ella Young, of Young, N. Y., 
and they have one child. 

(316.) DATID ELLIS^ son of Thomas, was born 
in 1818, in Belleville, N. Y. He married Miss Pame- 
lia Clark in Belleville, September, 1841. Mrs. Ellis was 
born in 1820 and died in 1865, leaving one child, 
Ilnnnah. Mr. David Ellis held the office of Sheriff of 
Jefferson County several terms, and was a very prominent 
man. He was a man of great physical strength, ver}' soci- 
able and of uncommon popularity. He died in 1884. Two 
of his children died in infancy. Hannah, born in 1861, is 
now living in Belleville. 
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(318.) CALEB ELLIS^ son of Thomas, was born in 
EUisburg, N. Y., in 1820. He married Maria Louisa 
Barker in EUisburg, Jan. 17, 1843. Mrs. Ellis was born in 
1820 and died in 1858, leaving four children: Martha Ann, 
Vial T., Russell and Henry D. Ellis. Martha Ann, born 
1844, married Mr. Vernon Herrington, have (our sons and 
all live in Walker Township, P. O. at Grand Rapids, Mich- 
Vial T. born May 19, 1848, died Oct. 29, 1864. Russell, 
born Jan. 12, 1852, married Miss Gertie A. Enos, Jan. 22, 
1873. ^^^y h'^ive two children and reside at Grand Rapids, 
Mich. Henry D., born June 8th, 1854, '^ unmarried and 
lives at EUisburg, N. Y. 

Mrs. Maria L. Barker Ellis was a sister of Mr. Leonard 
O. Barker of Young, Onondaga Co., N. Y., who married 
Mary Ellis (320), a sister of Caleb Ellis, of Belleville, N. Y. 
Mr. Ellis was a teacher in early life but when his father 
became aged he took the farm and homestead, where he 
now resides. 

Mr. Caleb Ellis* second wife is 

(319.) CHRISTINA E. ELLIS, a daughter of Lor- 
enzo D. Ellis (266). The latter is a cousin ot Caleb. 
Mrs. Christina E. Ellis was born in Colwell's Manor, 
Canada, in 1837. She married Mr. Ellis, Oct. nth, i860, at 
Bangor, Franklin Co., N.Y., and they now live at Belleville. 
Mrs. Ellis was a school teacher for several years in Bangor 
and afterwards at EUisburg previous to her marriage. She 
has three children, Florence E., Geo, Edwin, and Albert T. 
Ellis. Florence E., born May 19th, 1863, graduated at 
Union Academy at Belleville and has been a teacher. She 
joined the Methodist Church in early childhood, and is 
greatly devoted to that and the Sunday School work, and is 
a prominent member of the Chautauqua Circle, a literary 
society of rare purity and exxellence. She is also much 
devoted to music and painting, and has spent considerable 
time in New York City studying art with noted teachers. 
Geo. Edwin, born Dec. 22nd, 1864, graduated at Union 
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Academy at the age of sixteen, then entered at Syracuse 
University, where he graduated at the age of twenty. He 
is now studying law at Syracuse. He gives promise of 
uncommon success and usefulness. 

Albert T., born April loth, 1869, lives at home, and is 
attending Ucllcville Academy. 

Mr. Caleb Ellis is a farmer and lives in Ellisburg, where 
all his children were born. His wife, Mrs. Christina E. 
Ellis, is a woman of unusual intelligence and worth and has 
aided the writer greatly in this part of his work. 

(820.) MARY ELLIS^ second daughter of Thomas 
Ellis, was born in Ellisburg, N. Y., 1822. She married 
Leonard O. Barker in 1843, at Ellisburg. Afterwards they 
removed to Young, (Clay Township), Onondaga Co., N. Y., 
where they now live. They have had seven children. I 

Fannie Barker, the eldest, married Oliver L. D. Ellis, a 
son of Lorenzo D. Ellis (266), and they have five children. 
They reside in Kansas. 

Addie Barker died in infancy. 

Hannah Jane Barker is a graduate of Oswego Normal 
school and was a teacher. She married Charles McKissic, 
Jan. 20, 1866. 

Mary A. Barker married Lee B. Hibbard of Centerville, 
N. v., and they have two children. 

Sarah L. Barker married Amos E. Freeman, of Young, 
N. v., and they have one child. 

Thurston G. Barker is a farmer, unmarried. 

Herbert E. Barker died in his eighteenth year. 

Mr. Leonard O. Barker is a farmer. Mrs. Barker is a 
woman of superior education and talent. 

(322.) YIAL ELLIS^ youngest son of Thomas Ellis, 
of Ellisburg, N. Y., was born in 1825. He graduated at 
Hamilton College, N. Y., at 21 years of age. He died 
about one year thereafter, prematurely closing a very prom- 
ising life. 
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(321.) JANE ELLIS, daughter of Thomas Ellis, of 
Ellisburg, N. Y., was born in 1828. She married George 
Waterson of Missouri, They moved to San Francisco, Cal, 
where Mrs. W. died in 1878. She was a teacher of music 
and was very proficient in the art. She had no children. 
She experienced religion and joined the Methodist Church 
when a child, and was a woman of uncommon amiability, 
intelligence and worth. 

(326.) HANNAH ELLIS^ daughter of Thomas, was 
born at Ellisburg, N. Y., in 1831. She married Charles 
Rounds of Ellisburg, about 1857. She died in 1862, leaving 
no children. She was a person of very bright intellect, rare 
wit, and loving diposition. Her early death was greatly 
deplored by a large circle of relatives and acquaintances. 

(328.) PHEBE ELLIS^ youngest child of Thomas, 
was born in Ellisburg, N. Y., in 1833. ^^^ married John 
Chamberlain in 1868, in Belleville, and had one child, John 
Jr. Mr. Chamberlain died in 1869, and in 1872, Mrs. 
Chamberlain married Mr. Giites White of Pulaski, N. Y., 
and had two children. Mrs. White died in 1875. ^^^^ ^^^^ 
band and three children live in Pulaski, Oswego Co., N. Y. 



dilldren of James Bills (zia), of BUIstonrsTt M« V.t and tlieir 

Tvlires. Grandciitldreu of Caleb (19) and srreat* 

l^rniiUciilldren of Rlcliard of Asltfield* 

From jjo to 336* 

(330.) MARY ANN ELLIS, eldest child of James, was 
born in Ellisburg, N. Y., in 1816. She is unmarried and 
lives in Ellisburg. 

(332.) THOMAS ELLIS, son of James, was bom in 
Ellisburg, N. Y., in 181 7. He married Cynthia Sherman. 
They lived in Ellisburg where they had six children. Mr. 
Ellis died in 1876. His widow and children settled in Ber- 
rien Co., Mich. Their children are Polly, James, William, 
Adelbert, Levi and Thomas Jr. 
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(334.) JOHN W. ELLIS, son of James, was born in 
Ellisburg, N, Y., in 1818. He married Mary Fuller, who 
was born in 1825, and they have had four children. Rodemck 
U. Ellis, born 1843, married Minerva Albro and they have 
three children, Helen, Edith, and John E. They live at 
Ellisburg. Helen Ellis, born 1847, died in 1853. Martha 
Ellis, bom 1850, married M. M.Johnson, and their children 
are Laura, Ellis and Ernest Johnson. Fred. Ellis, born 1856, 
married Phebe Matthews in 1874. She died the following 
year and he married Sybil Matthews in 1877 and they have 
one son, Leon D., born 1879. Mr. John W. Ellis is a fanner 
in Ellisburg. 

(336.) ISAAC ELLIS, youngest son of James, was 
born in Ellisburg, N. Y., in 1822. He married Margaret 
Beamer and they have four children : Ellen, born 1850; 
Alexander, 1852 ; Benjamin, 1855, and Frank, 1862. 

Mr. Isaac Ellis is a farmer and lives at La Hogue, 
Iroquois Co., Illinois. His daughter, Ellen, married Henry 
Moore juul ihcy live in Unadilla, Otoe Co., Nebraska. 
Alexander married Hattie Crell and they reside in La 
Hogue. Benjamin married Kate Snyder and they live at 
Spring Bay, Woodford Co., 111. Frank Ellis married 
Maggie Fuller and lives at Ellisburg, N. Y. 

Benjamin Ellis married Kate Snyder in Spring Bay, 111., 
July 23rd, 1876. He was bom in Ellisburg, N. Y., 
July 27th, 1855. H*s wife was born in Spring Bay, Sept. 
6ih, 1856. Their children are : Alice L., born May 29th, 
1877 ; Hannah A., Dec. 29th, 1879 ? J^^^^ E-» March 4th, 
1884 and Mary, Sept. i8th, 1886. 
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cmidrcn of llLotoert Rills (its)* of Elllsbnrart »• V** and tli«ir 
inrlve* and liuMtoauclfl. Oraudchlldreii of Caleb (Z4)t 

and STeat«ffrandcliildren« of RIcltardf of 
• AsUOdd. From 340 to 360. 

(340.; LYMAN ELLIS, eldest son of Robert, was 
born in Ellisburjj, N. Y., Dec. lyih, 1816. His wife was 
Malvina Zufelt, born ^829. They were married at ElHs- 
burg in 1848, where they now reside. Their children arc : 
Dette L,, born 1850, Fannie, 1852, and Arnita, 1856. Mr. 
Ellis is a farmer. 

(342.) JANE ELLIS, eldest dau^rhter of Robert, was 
born in EUisburg, N. Y., Feb. i8th, 1818. She died in 1855. 

(344.) MABY ELLIS, daughter of Robert, was born 
in EUisburg, N. Y., Nov. loth, 1819. 

(346.) CHARLOTTE ELLIS, daughter of Robert, 
was born in EUisburg, N. Y., Jan. 29th, 1821. 

. (348.) JAMES ELLIS, son of Robert, was born at 
EUisburg, N. Y., Oct. 22d, 1822. He died May 9th, 1871, 
at Black Lake, Muskegon Co., Mich. He was a farmer 
and never married. 

(350.) ROBERT ELLIS, JR., son of Robert, Sr., 
was born in EUisburg, N. Y., AprU 2Slh, 1824. He 
married Betsey Chrisman in 1853, and had four chUdren. 
His wife was born March 17th, 1835. In 1866 Mr. Ellis 
moved from EUisburg to Grand Ledge, Mich., and in 1868 
to Black Lake, Muskegon County, Michigan, where he 
died May 6th, 1884. He was a farmer. His children 
were : Gad, born Sept. 20th, 1854, ni^rried Samantha 
Evarl ; Charles, July 2d, 1857 ; WiUiam, February 3d, 
i860 ; Byron, Jan. 2Sth, 1681. Most of this family now 
live at Black Lake. 

(353.) GAD ELLIS, son of Robert, was bom in 
EUisburg, N. Y., April 2d, 1826. He died in 1862. 

(334.) HARMON ELLIS, son of Robert, was born in 
EUisburg, N. Y., Dec. loth, 1828. 
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(356.) RACHEL ELLIS^ dauprhter of Robert, was 
bom at EUisburg, N. Y., July i6th, 1830, She married 
Joseph Hoyle and lived in ElHsburg until about 1877, when 
she removed to Stone Mound, Kansas. She has two 
children, Bertha and Ellsworth Hoyle. For her second 
husband, Mrs. Hoyle married Mr. David Smith, who is a 
farmer at Stone Mound, Kansas. 

(358.) CATHERINE ELLIS, daughter of Robert, 
was born in Ellisburff, N. Y., Dec. x6th, 183 1. 

(360.) FRANKLIN ELLIS, son of Robert, was born, 
in Ellisburjj, N. Y., Sept. 26th, 1834. 



FIFTH GENERATION. 

Clilldren of Steplien Sllln (zz9)» of Fayette Co.* Incl., And 

tlielr descctidaiits. Gratidclilldren of Benjamin, Br. 

(ss). Great*sri*Aitdclilldreit of Reatoen (4)» and 

ffreat-irreat-flrrandclitldren of Rtchardt 

of Astiileld. From Mos. 362 to 374. 

(362.) PRUDENCE ELLIS, eldest daughter of 
Stephen and Susannah Coburn Ellis, was born in Sem- 
pronius, Cayuga Co., N. Y., April 13th, 1799. She 
married Charles T. Harris in Sempronius, May nth, 1817. 
She removed to North Bend, Ohio about 1818. She died 
at Fairview, Randolph Co., Ind., Sept. 15th, 1871. She 
was a member of the Lutheran Church. Mr. Charles 
Thomas Harris, husband of Prudence Ellis, was bom in 
Montreal, Canada, August 3rd, 1799, and died at Rochester, 
Fulton Co., Ind., March 22nd, 1877. His religious belief 
was Universalism. He was a gun-smith by trade. His 
parents were: Hopkins Harris, born March 4th, 1776, and 
Desiah Niles, born in 1784. Mr. Hopkins, Sr., was a 
blacksmith, and the later years of his life he was also 
pasior of the Campbellite Church at Freeport, Lid. He 
died in 1837 and his wife in 1846. 
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Mr. Charles T. and Prudence Ellis Harris had eight 
children : Susan, Mary Ann, Charles W., Stephen, Dorr K., 
Lester £., Lcucetta D. and Eliza Harris. 

Susan Harris, born March i8th, x8x8, in North Bend, 
Ohio, married Mr. Reuben C. Niles, at Knightstown, Ind., 
Sept. 6th, 1833. Mr. Reuben C. Niles was bom in Cayuga 
Co., N. Y., Sept. 17, 1812. His parents removed to Troy, 
Perry Co., Ind., in 1819. About the time of his marriage 
he removed to Charlottesville, Ind., where they now live. 
He is in the hardware trade. 

(364.) MElIITAItLE ELLIS, second child of 
Stephen Ellis, was born in Sempronius, N. Y., Nov. 21st, 
1800. She was a member of the Baptist Church for a 
number of years before her death, which took place July 
14th, 1874. She was married at North Bend, Ohio, May 
20th, 1 821 to 

(365.) LEWIS ROBINSON, a farmer and shoemaker. 
He was born in New York, June loth, 1791. He was a 
Baptist from his youth and was a sincere Christian man. 
He and his family lived many years on the same farm in 
Harrison township, Fayette Co., Ind., where he died May 
13th, 1843. They were highly respected people, beloved 
by all. Their son Erastus Robinson now lives on the 
homestead. His mother had lived on the same farm over 
fifty years at the time of her death in 1874. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robinson's children were: Mary, born 
1822 ; Elias, 1825 ; Rachel N., 1827 ; Minei-va, 1829, died 
1873 ; Manilla, 1834, ^»*^d 1863 ; Eunice, 1838, died i860 ; 
Erastus, 1841. 

Mary Robinson married Lorenzo Carver in 1838. 

Elias Robinson married Sylvia Ward. 

Rachel M. Robinson married Daniel T. Taylor Jan. 4th, 
1846. Mr. Taylor was born in New York, Jan. 19111, 1823. 
He is a farmer and carpenter. Himself and wife arc 
Baptists. They live at Harrisburg, Fayette Co., Ind. 
There children were: Elias R., born 1846; Alice, 1848, died 
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1851; Ellen, 1851, died 1870; Mary A, 1853, ^^^d 1874; 
Minerva, 1855, died 1872; Herbert L, 1859; Abbie, 1861, 
died 1884; Irvin, 1870, died 1871. Elias R. and Herbert L. 
Taylor live in Harrison township. 

Minerva Robinson married Jonathan Ward. (See 390). 

Martilla Robinson married Lemuel Leffingwell. 

Eunice Robinson married Hiram Hiltabidle. 

Erastus Robinson married Frances Smith and they live 
on the homestead of his parents in Harrison township, 
Fayette Co., Ind. 

(366.) GltATEPUL ELLIS, third daughter of 
Stephen Ellis, was born at Scmpronius, N. Y., Jan. 28th, 
1803. She was a pure and noble woman. She was 
married Dec. 2nd, 1821 to Casper Trask, probably at North 
Bend, Ohio. Mr. Trask was bom Jan. 20th, i8oi. They 
lived several years in Fayette Co., Ind., afterwards in Free- 
port, Barry Co., Mich., where they died. Mr. and Mrs. 
Trask were Baptists, He died May 2Sth, 1873, ^"^ Mrs. 
Trask Feb. 7th, 1883. Mr. Trask's death was sad and 
untimely. He was in the field where his men were draw- 
ing stumps with a team hitched to one end of a long pole 
or limber and the other end made fast to the stump. The 
chain broke, allowing the pole to spring back striking him 
and breaking both of his lower limbs. He died soon after, 
(lis wife Grateful, was the last of Stephen Ellis' children. 

Their children were: Moulton S., bom 1823, is a farmer 
and lives near Dunkirk, N. Y. 

Clarissa, born 1825, married Chester P. Dow, and lives 
at Irving, Barry Co., Mich. 

Lettitia S., born 1827, married Edward L. Cook. They 
live at Putnam, 111. 

Howell H., born 1829, married in 1848 Mary L. Stafford, 
and they live in Grand Rapids, Mich. Mr. Howell H. 
Trask was a Union soldier, entered the service Oct. loth, 
1861, as Sergeant of Co. B., I3lh Michigan Infantry. Was 
nadc Second Lieut. Jan. 20th, 1863, and First Lieut. April 
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25th9 1865. He was wounded at Chickamauga, Tenn., Sept 
ipthy 1863, and again at Savannahg Ga., Dec. 12th, 1864. 

Lois Trask, born 1832, married Jacob G. Drake. 

Edward E. Trask, born 1834, ^'^^ '^4^- 

Henry V. Trask, born 1837, married Jennie Stephenson 
in 1874. His first wife Mary M. Young, died in 1870. 
He married her in 1865. Mr. Henry V. Trask, lives at 
Salmanaca, N. Y. He is a Railroad engineer. 

Amelia A. Trask, born 1840, married Joshua F. Norton. 

De Etta E. Trask, born 1844, married Charles B. Lee 
in 1865, and Isaac N. Hubbard in 1872. Mr. Lee died in 
x868. Mr. and Mrs. Hubbard live about two miles from 
Yankee Springs P. O., Barry Co., Mich. 

Rubie S. Trask, born 1846, married Oliver L. Newton 
in 1872. They now live at Freeport, Barry Co., Mich. 

(3680 JONATHAN ELLIS, son of Stephen Ellis, was 
born in Sempronius, N, Y., Oct. 14th, 1804. He married 
Charlotte Jeflery, in Fayette Co., Ind. in 1829, moved to 
Illinois in 1839, ^"^ ^^^^ ^^ Waynesville, Dewitt Co., HI., in 
1876. 

Their children were: Louisa, now dead. Alvah who is 
a farmer at Wapella, 111. William A., now dead, Mary 
dead. DIanthaJ., Sarah Ann and John A. 

DIantha J., and John A. Ellis, live at Sedgewick City, I 
Harvey Co., Kansas. Sarah Ann, married Jasper Buck, ! 
and they live at Waynesville, III. I 

(370.) ABIGAIL ELLIS, daughter of Stephen, was | 
born in Sempronius, N. Y., Sept, 22nd, 1806. She married ! 
Joshua Wightman, in Fayette Co., Ind,, and had three 
children. John, Austin and Minor. 

Mr. Austin Wightman lives in Padua, McLean Co., III. 

Mrs. Abigail Ellis Wightman was a member of the 
Christian Church. 

(372.) LESTER ELLIS, son of Stephen, was born in 
Sempronius, N. Y., Sept. 2nd, 181 1. He married Sally T. 
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Trowbridge, in Fayette Co., Ind., about 1832. Their 
children were: Dianlha J., Chester Cobum, and Polly Ellia, 
all bom in Fayette Co., Ind. 

Mrs. Ellis was born 1807, and was a daughter of Levi 
and Abigail Trowbridge. She died in 1879, age 72 years 
and six months. 

Mr. Lester Ellis died June 26th, 1868. Himself and 
wife were Baptists in religious belief. 

Diantha J. Ellis, born 1833, married Robert W. Oldfield 
April 24th, 1836. They are farmers near Rome, JefF. Co., 
111. Mr. Oldfield served three years a Union soldier against 
llie great Rebellion. Of their children, EfBe Jane was born 
1857; Elbert, 1859; William T., i860; Robert C, 1862; 
Lucius Ellis, 1866; Frank C, 1868. 

Chester Cobum Ellis, born 1839, was a soldier and was 
killed by the rebels near Atlanta, Ga., Sept. 2nd, 1864. He 
was a remarkably bright and promising young man. His 
death was a jgreat grief to his parents, he being their only 
son. Such is the fate of war. 

Polly Ellis, bom 1843, married John R. Cunningham, 
Jan. 29th, 1866. Their children are: Carrie May, Lester 
Ellis, Maude Bell, Silas Arthur, Theodore Berthold, Louie 
Bryson, and an infant. Mr. C. was three years a Union 
soldier. They live near Rome, Jeff. Co., III. 

(374,) lOIS ELLIS, youngest child of Stephen Ellis, 
was born in Sempronius, Oct. loth, 1814. She married 
John Jellery, in Fayette Co., Ind., in 1835. She had one 
child, Jane, who married a Mr. Jones. Mrs. Jeffrey was a 
member of the Christian Church. 
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Ctilldrett of MoAen mils (i«3)i of Fayette Co., Ind., anC their 

liUHbanda and ^vlveii. Grniiaclilldren of Dcujnmliit 

8r. (as). C>rent-irrnitdc1il1c1reti of Reutocn (4), 

n»d i:rrcnt«i;rent-fi:randcliil«1rcii of 

Rlclinrd of Aslificld. 

1 *rotii 38o_to J90. 

(380.) LAURA ELLIS, eldest child of Moses Ellis, 
was born in Sempronius, N. Y., in 1806. She was about 
twelve years of age when her parents moved to North 
Bend, Ohio, and about twenty-one when they all settled in 
Fayette Co., Ind., near Connersville. March nth, 1828, 
she married Josiah Sutton, a physician. They lived in 
Madison Co., Ind., where they both died. They were 
members of the Christian Church. She was a very intelli- 
gent woman with a remarkable memory. Mr. Sutton died 
in 1879, aged 80 years. His wife died in i88i. They had 
two children, Elsie and Hester Ann Sutton. 

(382.) MAllY JUDD ELLIS, second daughter of 
Moses Ellis, was born in Sempronius, N. Y., 1808. About 
1830 she married Sutherland Card, a farmer and miller. 
He was born in 1809. They were members of the . 
Christian Church. Mr. Gard died in 1841, in or near 
Connersville, Ind. They had five children, Lucetta, born 

1831, died 1850; Sam<intha, 1833; Harriet, 1835; Adeline, 
1838; and Henry, 1840. 

About 1843, Mrs. Mary J. Ellis Gard married for her 
second husband Mr. James James, a farmer. Mr. James 
was born in North Carolina. He was a member of the 
Christian Church. Mr. James and family moved to Illinois 
in 1859. He died in 1867, in Marion Co., 111. In 1S82 
Mrs. James went to Waterville, Minnesota, to live with a 
daughter and 'died there in April, 1886. Mr. and Mrs. 
James had two children, Laura Ann, born 1844, died 1861; 
and Moses 1847. 

(384.) LEWIS ELLIS, only son of Moses ElUis, was 
born in Sempronius, N. Y,, April nth, 181 1. Dec. 30th, 

1832, he was married in Fayette Co., Ind., to Samantha 
Thomas. She was born in Tompkins Co., N. Y., Dec. 3rd, 
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i8ii. They both now reside on a farm near Connersville, 
Iml, and have had i6 children. 

Caroline Ellis, their eldest, w^is born Nov. nth, 1833. 
She married Charles R. Williams, Aug. 2nd, 185 1. They 
have one daughter Hattie. 

Lucy, born June 5th, 1835, "tarried J. A. Leffingwell, 
Oct. 2nd, 1853. 

Oliver B., born Aug. 2nd, 1836, died Aug. 24th, 1837. 

Elvin, born March 17th, 1838, died July 29ih, 1839. 

Jasper D., born Nov. 15th, 1839, died Oct. 26th, 1850, 
killed by a horse running away. 

Emma, born Jan. 29th, 1841, died April 7th, 1841. 

Minor, born Jan. 25th, 1842, died Sept. 21st, 1863, of 
camp diarrhoea at New Orleans. He was a Union soldier. 

Melvin, born Nov. loth, 1843, married Harriet King, 
May i6th, 1866. She was a daughter of Benjamin King, 
born in Aug. 1843, and raised in Fayette Co., Ind. They 
have two children, Lewis, born June 1868, and Irene, born 
Sept., 1870. Mr. Ellis and wife are Baptists. 

Nancy, born April 25th, 1845, died Feb. 22nd, i87c». 

Adaline and Angeline, born Aug. 12th, 1846. The first 
died Oct. ist, 1861, and the last Dec. i6th, 1858. 

Mary, born Nov. 6th, 1848, died Nov. 20th, 1848. 

Eliza, born April loth, 1850, married John Payne, Jan. 
7ih, 1870. Mr. Payne was born in Fayette Co., Oct. 30th, 
1842. He was a son of Thonoas T. and Eleanor Rces 
Payne. Mr. and Mrs. John Payne have seven children, 
Wm. T., Edwin C, Lucia, Charles E., Daisy, Edna and 
Mamie. 

Ellen, born Oct. i6th, 1852. 

Edwin W., born Oct. i6th, 1852, married Ada S. Budd, 
Oct. 2nd, 18S3. He lived with his father on ihe farm until 
iSSo, when he began the study of medicine. Previous to 
this he had studied surveying and was elected county sur- 
veyor several terms. He graduated in medicine at the 
college in Indianapolis in 18S2, and began practice at Con- 
nersville. In 1883 he settled at Falmouth, Fayette Co., Ind., 
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where he took the practice of his preceptor, Pr. Jacob 
Redding, and where he now resides. His wife was a 
daughter of Samuel O. Budd, a prominent man of Muncie, 
Ind. Dr. and Mrs. Ellis have one child, Ivy, born Aug. 
22nd, 1884. 

Hcwett Tm born Aug. 29lh, 1854, "^J^rricd Ida Zellar, 
Feb. 8ih, 1882. She was born in Connersville, July 6lh, 
1857. They have one child, Zellar, born Jan. 9th, 1883. 
Mr. Ellis is in the livery business in Connersville. 

(386.) ELIZA ANN ELLIS, daugher of Moses, was 
born in Sempronius, N. Y., in 1813. She married William 
Cole, in Fayette Co., Ind., 1834. Mr. Cole was a shoe- 
maker. Himself and wife were members of the Christian 
Church. They moved to Madison Co., Ind., where Mrs. 
Cole died in 1842. She had three children, Angeline, 
Lewis E. and Laura. 

In 1844 Mr. Cole married Matilda Floyd, and removed 
to Mason Co., III., where he now lives. 

(388.) HESTER ANN ELLIS, daughter of Moses 
Ellis, was born in Sempronius, N. Y., April 24th, 1816. In 
1835 she married Philander Thomas in Fayette Co., Ind. 
Mr. Thomas was a farmer and a member of the Christian 
Church. He was born in Tompkins Co., N. Y., in 181 1, 
and died in Feb., 1865, at Centralia, 111., where his widow 
and several children now reside. They had eight children : 
Leroy, born 1836; Mary, 1839; Ann, 1841; Lewis, 1844, 
died 1863; Oliver H., 1849; Avery C, 1852; Irvin, 1855 ^"^ 
Marshall, 1856. 

Oliver H. Thomas is a dentist and lives in Pendleton, 
Ind. 

(390.) ANNIE S.ELLIS, youngest child of Moses 
Ellis, was born at North Bend, Ohio, in 1822. She married 
Jonathan Ward and had two children — Ellen and Edwin. 
Mr. Ward was a farmer and a Baptist. Mrs. Ward died in 
1849. Mr. Ward married for his second wife Minerva 
Robinson, a daughter of Mehitable Ellis Robinson, (364). 
Mr. Ward was a Union soldier, a brave, noble and highly 
respected man. 
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Clilldren of Benjamin £lllii« Jr. (z jC', of Oroton, Cayuara Co., 

X. v., and tliclr wIvch and liuHbandB. Grand- 

ctailclren of llcnjanain, Sr. (««)• Great«fn*aMd- 

clifldren ofReulien, (4) and srr^Al-frreat- 

icrnnddilldrcn of Ittcliard CIIIh, 

nf AAliflelcI. Vrom «19« 

to joo. 

(:««.) Itll(H)A KLLIS, clclcsi (lauRhtcr of Benjamin 
KIlis, Jr., was born in Sempronius, N. Y.,'Ocl. ^otli, 1813. 
Shu (lied July Qlh, 183J. Unmarried. 

(302.) 31YR0N ELLIS, eldest son of Benjamin Ellis, 
Jr., was born in Sempronius, Aug. 20tli, 1817, and died in 
(nolon, N. v., Feb. i^lh, 1858: lie was a miller by trade 
and a lawyer by profession and practiced law the latter 
years of his life. Me was a man of uncommon memory and 
inielligencc. His first wife was a Miss Zurilda Curtis, by 
whom he had four children, Augustus, Benjamin E., Cassius 
M.and Lycurgus. Mrs. Ellis died in 1848, and Mr. Ellis 
married for his second wife Miss Nancy Dunks and four 
more children were born, Rhoda, Martha, Helen and Emma. 
.\fier Mr. Ellis' death, his widow married a Mr. Hubart, 
and they now live in Locke, N. Y. About 18^3 Mr. 
Myron Ellis and his first wife moved to the Fox River 
country in Illinois, where Mrs. Ellis died at Aurora. 
Soon after Mr. Ellis married his second wife, they re- 
turned to Groton, N. Y.; this was in 1851. 

Of Mr. Ellis' children, Augustus Ellis went west many 
years ago, and no further report o( him is given. 

Benjamin Eber Ellis, was born in Owasco, Cayuga Co., 
N. Y., Nov. 2isl, 1839. I" ^^59 he returned to Illinois, 
where he has since resided. He married Eliza J. Felts, 
at Carbondale, Illinois, May 20th, 1869. Mrs. Ellis 
was born Aug. sth, 1850. She was a daughter of George 
W., and Rebecca Ellis Felts. (Rebecca Ellis was a 
(laughter of Arthur Ellis, of Belleville, 111. Her brothers 
and sisters were: Maria, Francis, Jane, Thomas, George, 
Albert and Edward. It does not appear that these Ellises 
are descendants of Richard Ellis of Ashfield, Mass.) 
Henjamin Eber Ellis and wife have four children: Emma, 
horn 1S72; Edgar, 1S75; Albert, 1881; and Franklin, 18S3. 
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Cassius M. Ellis, son of Myron, is a farmer at Red-House, 
Cattaraugus Co., N. Y. He was a Union soldier, and 
taken prisoner at Petersburg, Va., June 17th, 1864, and 
was conveyed to Andersonville, Ga., that infamous prison 
where thousands of Union soldiers were confined and 
starved to death. Here he found his brother Lycurgus Ellis 
who had arrived there two days previously. Mr. Cassius 
Ellis, after a few months escaped from Andersonville, and 
was in the swamps of South Carolina for thirty days. After 
over 200 miles travel he reached the blockade squadron off 
Cliarleston, and was transferred to New York City, where 
he was in hospital for some time. 

Lycurgus Ellis was a Union soldier, and a prisoner at 
Andersonville, Ga., as stated above. He was stripped of 
his clothing, blankets and cooking utensils, and although at 
first in excellent health was quickly reduced by the starvation 
practiced on all Union prisoners. In the latter part of 
August he was attacked with fever, and died on Sept. 7tli, 
1864. He was a very bright and promising young man, 
ever true to virtue and honor, and was greatly beloved by 
all who knew him. 

Of Mr. Myron Ellis* children, by his second wife Nancy 
Dunks, Rhoda married Charles Niles, and they live in 
Locke, Cayuga Co., N. Y. Helen married Mr. Maine, 
and they live at Cortland, N. Y. 

(395.) LEWIS R. ELLIS^ son of Benjamin, Jr., was 
born in Sempronius, June 5th, 1822. He learned the 
miller's trade with his father and is engaged in that business 
at North Rose, Wayne Co., N. Y., where he resides. In 
early life he was a Methodist minister, but gave up preach- 
ing several years ago. He married Elizabelh Yale of 
Homer, N. Y., and they have two children : Alida and 
Albert. 

(397.) AMANDA M. ELLIS, daughter of Benjamin, Jr., 
was born in Sempronius, Aug. iith, 1826. She married 
Mr. Filander H. Robinson May 13th, 1849. Mr. Robinson 
is a miller and resides in Groton, N. Y. He is proprietor 
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of the " Dew Drop Mills." He was born in Virgil, Cort- 
land Co., N. Y., in 1821. They have had two children: 
Edmund E. and Nathan Lavere. 

Edmund Ellis Robinson was born in Groton, Sept. 22nd, 
1851. He is married and has three children. He resides at 
hhaca, N. Y. He has been train dispatcher for the Lehigh 
Valley Railroad many years, and is also chief of the fire 
dcparlment of Ithaca. He married Alice Wyckoft* at 
Moravia, N. Y., Oct. 3d, 1876. She was born at Spring- 
port, Cayuga Co., N. Y., May 17th,- 1857. Their children 
are Winnifred, born 1879; Frederick, 1881; N. Lavere, 
1S83. All born in Ithaca. 

Nathan Lavere Robinson was born in Groton, June 
i6th, 1856. He died June 23rd, 1861. 

(399.) NATHAN H. ELLIS, youngest child of 
Benjamin Ellis of Groton, was born Oct. 9th, 1834. ^^ ^^ 
a miller, and run the mills at Ludlowville, Cayuga Co., for 
many years. He now owns and runs the "Old Red Mills 
at Owego, N. Y., where he resides. He married Miss 
Sarah Bollos in Ulica, N. Y., in 1867. She was born in 
Litchfield, Conn., in 1833. She was a daughter of John 
Bolles. Mr. and Mrs. Ellis have one daughter, Edna, bom 
1868. 



»> 



Clillclrctt of Rcal^elt ClllM (128). of Cliaulnnciua Co** M. V., 

and tUclr ^vlven and liuHbnuds. Grnndcliildren of 

Benjnniln Sr« (22.) Great •&:raudclil1dren of 

Keubeu (4), and threat - frrcnl - fB^rnud- 

children of Rtcliard lillllB, 

of Afillllcld. 

Front Nos. 40Z to 420. 

(401.) OLIVET ELLIS, eldest son of Reuben, was 
born in Cayuga Co., N. Y., in 1812. March 3rd, 1839, he 
married Almira Powers, and they now live in Harmony 
township, (Panama P. O.), Chautauqua Co., N. Y, Mr. 
Ellis is a farmer. They have two children, Eveline C, born 
1840, and Adelaide R., born 1845. The latter lives in 
Rochester, N. Y. 
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(403.) KENllY K. ELLIS, second son of Reuben, 
was born in C^yugSL Co. in 1813. He married Eliza Acker 
in 1837. He w.is a farmer, and a Baptist. He died in 
Murray, Orleans Co., in 1853, leaving a son, Henry R., and ' 
four daughters. 

(407.) DANIEL ELLIS, third son of Reuben, was bora 
in Cayuga Co., N. Y., in 1817. April iplh, 1843, he 
married Philinda L. Adams and settled on a farm of 116 acres 
in Panama, Chautauqua Co., N. Y. They are Baptists in 
religious belief. They have two sons, the eldest, Francis A, 
Ellis, is on a farm of his own near Panama. Their son 
Newton D. Ellis has been an invalid all his life. Mr. Daniel 
Ellis is a deacon in the Baptist church and believes in living 
his religion every day in the year. When two years of age 
his parents moved from Cayuga Co. to Orleans Co., and 
when he was thirteen years of age they settled in Clymer, 
Chautauqua Co. Mrs. Philinda Ellis died March 7, 1887. 

(40») EDMUND ELLIS, fourth son of Reuben, was 
lK)rn June 28th, 1819, He married Roxana Fay, Sept. i8th, 
1842. They had five children. Mr. Ellis was a farmer in | 
Portland, Chautauqua Co. He was a Baptist. He died Oct. [ 
6lh, 1857. His children were HolHs Fay, Henry Reuben, [ 
Lucien Elijah, Charles Edmund and Lillie Phebe. • 

Henry R, Ellis, born 1846, resides in Detroit, Mich. ; 
He is a phj'sician. j 

Lucien E. Ellis, born 1850, lives in Detroit. He is a j 
physician and surgeon of eminence. His home is on Welch j 
avenue in the western part of Detroit. 

Lillie Phebe Ellis, born 1856, now resides with her 
mother and brother Henry on Maybury avenue, Delruii. 
They are all very highly respected people. 

Mr. Edmund Ellis died Oct. 6th, 1857, in Portland, N. Y. 

(111.) LOIS E. ELLIS, daughter of Reuben, was 
born in 1821. She married William R. Davis and had four 
children, the first three born in Panama, N. Y., and the last 
in Wisconsin, near Winona, where they lived many years. 
Mrs. Davis died in 1881. 
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am.) LYDIA K. KLLIS was burn in i82.|. She 
married Horatio R. Palmer Jan. 15th, 1851, and they lived 
in Chautauqua, N. Y., for a time, when lliey removed to 
Hradtville, Grant Co., Wisconsin, where Mrs. Palmer died 
in itS62 and Mr. Palmer in 1864. They liad four children, 
Almarion S., Emeline H., Alf«-ed S. and Martin. The last 
two died youn^. 

Almarion S. Palmer, born 1852, married Lydia Luce in 
1878 in Fennimore, Wis. They had one child. 

Emeline B. Palmer, was born 1854, married Edson H. 
Iloyt Aujf. J3th, 1S76, at Clymer, Chautauqua Co., N. Y., 
where they now live on a farm.. They have two children, 
.Arthur II. and EHie lloyt. 

Mr, Horatio R. Palmer was a tanner and currier. He 
enlisted in the Union army in 1S63 and died the next year of 
disease in the service. 

(«5.) EDWIN JI. ELLIS was born in Orleans Co., 
N. Y., in 1825. He married Diana Green Sept. i6th, 1846, 
and they now reside at Lovelies Station, Erie Co., Pa. 
They have had six children, live of whom are now living. 
(See page 49.) Mr. Ellis is a mechanic. He is a Baptist. 

(417.) ELIZABETH ELLIS married Willis TuUar, 
July 4th, 1849. I^oih died childless. 

(4180 ilEUBEN EBASTUS ELLIS, son of Reuben, 
was born in Clymer, N. Y., May isth, 1832. He married 
I lelen Freeman Sept. 24th, 1854. Their children are, Ida 
K., George Elmer and Willie Alton Ellis. They all reside 
in Wesl field, Chautauqua Co., N. Y. 

(420.) ALFltEl) 0. ELLIS, youngest child of Reuben, 
ol Chautauqua Co., N. Y., was born Oct. 17th, 1835. He 
married Helen M. Skidmore in 1858. He was a resident of 
Portland, Chautauqua Co., N. Y., and was a mechanic and 
builder. He was accidentally killed on the railroad near 
Brocton, N. Y., in 1885. He was a prominent member of 
the Baptist church at West Portland, Chautauqua Co. He 
was a first-lieutenant in the 112th N. Y. Regiment, a l^rave 
soldier and an estimable citizen of genial manner and noble 
qualities. He had seven children. (See names on page 50,) ' 
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Clillclrcti of Abel yiTent ISllla (136), of Ripley* Cliautanqva 

Co., N. Y*, mid titclr ^*lve«* atta litiHltanclfi. Graiicl- 

di lid re 11 of Joiiallinu (26), fcrcnt-itrranU- 

clilldrett of Keubcii (4)* and 

Srreat-ifreat-srraudclilldreti of Richard ClllSt of Aslalleld. 

From 444 to 453* 

(444.) VAN R. ELLIS, eldest son of Abel West Ellis, 
was born in Allegany Co., N. Y., April 24, 1833. In 1836 
his father settled in Ripley, Chautauqua Co. He died in 
Memphis, Tenn., Dec. 19th, 1877. His widow, Mrs. 
Laura Ellis, and two children were living in Memphis at last 
accounts. 

(447.) CYRUS ELLIS, son of Abel West Ellis, was 
born Dec. 7th, 1837, in Riple}^ Chautauqua Co., where he 
now resides on a farm. He married Jennie S. H.iyes, at 
Painesville, Ohio, Dec. i6th, 1874. They have two chil- 
dren, Fred. H., born July 25th, 1876, and Emma Maude, 
born June I5lh, 1878. 

(U9.) AMARILLA ELLIS was born in Ripley, Feb. 
Sth, 1839. She died Dec. 20th, 1858, of brain fever, just as 
she was about to graduate at the Westfield Academy. 

(451.) SARAH J. ELLIS was born in Ripley, Sept. ' 
28th, 1841. She married George D. Willobee in 1867. ' 
They removed to Cedar Run, Grand Traverse Co., Mich., i 
where she died April 19th, 1884, leaving five children. 

(453.) MARY ANN ELLIS, youngest child of Abel 
West Ellis, was born in Ripley, Oct. 15th, 1843. She mar- 
ried Daniel Buckner, in Westfield, Chautauqua Co., Jan. 
19th, 1875, and has one daughter, Nellie M. They reside at 
Crowland, Ontario, Canada. 
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Ctillclreti of Joliii AUIs Ellis (xjS)« of Conneant, Oliio, antf 

Cliclr ^vlven and liufibaitclii. Grandclillclrcit of 

Joiiatluiia (26)t NrreAt-firraticlclillclreti of 

U«til>eii (4)» and irreat-irrcat- 

irraiidciiildreit of Rldiard IClllii, of AMliflcld. 

Vroiti 455 to 465. 

(455:) WILLIAM A VERY ELLIS was born in Rip- 
ley, Chautauqua Co.,N. Y., Dec. 22nd, 1833. He married 
Maria Holmes, Dec. 24th, 1856. She was a daughter of 
George and Maria Smith Holmes, who came from England 
just before the bfrth of their daughter Maria. They settled in 
Saybrook, near Ashtabula, Ohici Mrs. Holmes died in 1866. 
Mr. Holmes still lives on the farm he purchased in 1837. 
Mr. Ellis settled in Ashtabula, where he carried on for 
iwenty-two years a plow handle factory. In April, 
18S6, he disposed of this and went to Chattanooga, Tenn., 
where he purchased an interest in a furniture establishment 
and where he now resides.* 

Mr. Ellis has five children, Hattie Manella, born 1857, 
was married in Ashtabula Nov. 22nd, 1883, to Henry Elias 
Smith, of Conneaut. They have one daughter, Florence 
Manella Smith, born April 3rd, 1S85, and a son, William 
Ellis Smith, born Dec. 31st, 1886. 

Fannie F., born 1861, is a teacher in the Union school in 
Ashtabula. 

Minnie M., bom 1866, is a teacher in Plymouth, Ohio. 

William W. and Amy F. live with their parents. 

(457.) ORSON H. ELLIS was born Nov. 8th, 1835. He 
married Elizabeth Woodward July 6th, 1856. He resides in 
Conneaut, Ohio. They have had two children, Jennie and 
John Frank Ellis. Jennie died several years ago. 

(459.) MARY JANE ELLIS was born Dec. 31st, 1837, 
in Ripley, N. Y She married Robert Stewart in 1862. 
She died May 8th, 1865. 

*lle wriiet under date of Dte. titt, 1886, ** that on the 6th intt., his father. John A. Ellit 
'13S). of Conneaut, Ohto« walked to the poft office, about one mile, and while there was 
iiticken with apoplexy and died at once. That moniini; he was feeling more jocubr and 
ivriy than usual*' The Uicer is a peculiarity, often noticed in ca^esof the sudden departure 
>r good people to the other life. It seems as if the heavens opened and the angels were wait- 
H to lecctvc and welcome their kind to the happy shores of ettmity. 
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(461.) JOHN D. ELLIS was bom Nov. 19th, 1842, in 
Conneaut, Ohio. He married Mary Jane Bruce Dec. 23rd, 
1863, at Conneaut, Ohio. Her father was Alanson Bruce, 
of Springfield, Pa., and her mother Sarah Sargeant Bruce. 
Mr. ICIlis' chilchcn arc Mary, Lorctla, Edith, Bertha and 
Joiin Alanson. Mr. Ellis is a machinist and runs si steam 
pump of the railroad near Conneaut. 

(463.) JULIA PRANCKS KLLIS was born Oct. iplh, 
1845. She married William B. Cole and t*hey now live in 
Jackson, Tenn. They have one child living, Archie C. 
Cole, born 1875 5" Erie, Pa. 

(465.) SARAH ALICE ELLIS, youngest child of John 
A. Ellis, was born in Conneaut, Ohio, Feb. 17th, 1850. She 
married John H. Hart in Conneaut May lOlh, 1871. They now 
live in Central City, Nebraska. Mr. Hart was born Aug. 
5th, 1844, ^^ North East, Erie Co., Pa. Their children are, , 
Berlrand Ellis, born 1872, Genevieve 1874, Pearl M. 1877, 
and Grace Ellen 1880. 



Clilldrenof fitder Awnpli Clillaott intls(i46)tOf Clear Held Co., 

l*a.. Mild tlielr wIveM und littMbuttds. Grttitddtll* 

dreti of Dea. Klclinrd Cilis, (S9voi istlln- 

bnrst l*a. Great - firraudclilldren of 

Reuben (4), and firr^At-ftrreat- 

Krandclilldren of 

RIoliard iSlllMt of AHlilleld. tfee Mo. 48*» pntfC «9- 

(182.) CHARLES ELLIS, was born in Delmar, Tioga 
Co., Pa., Jan. 151!), 1815. He now lives at Stuart, Holt Co., 
Nebraska. He is a farmer and unmarried. He was the 
eldest son of Asaph Chilson Ellis (146.) The latter was 
named after his mother's father, Asaph Chilson, of Con- 
way, Mass. 

HORACE ELL1S> son of Asaph, was born at Delmar 
Nov. 24, 1817, .ind died in 1822. 

RICHARD SPENCER ELLIS, son of Asaph, was born 
Sept. 17, 1821, at Delmar. He now resides at Mahafley, 
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L'learlield Co., Pa. He married Julia Ann Avery, a daugh- 1 
ter of Elder Benjamin G. Avery (see page 149,) in 1839. 
They have seven children. Horace A. born 1840. He was 
a Union soldier, was twice wounded and was one of thirt}'- 
seven 10 whom Congress gave a medal for special bravery. 
I Ic was a Mclhoilist in religion. He died in Wisconsin un- 
married. 

Asaph A., born Aug. iilh, 1843, was a soldier all 
ihrougli the Rebellion. He married Hannah McCartney and 
had three cliildren. He went to Wisconsin, where he died 
in 1870 of consumption contracted in the army. He was a 
Methodist. 

Amanda was born in June, 1845, and is married to 
Samuel Markley and they live at Ostend, Clearfield Co., 
Fa. Mr. M. is a farmer, was a soldier, and is a Methodist. 
They have seven children. 

John was born in June, 1847. He was a soldier and 
was killed at Fort Stevens in 1S64. 

Warren IJ. was born in M«'iy, i8.j9, is married and lives 
at Mahaffey, Pa. 

Maria was born in March, 1851, married P. R. Miller, 
a farmer at Decker's Point, Indiana Co. , Pa. 

Deroy was born about i860, lives with his parents. 

CHAUNCY A. ELLIS was bom Nov. 30th, 1821, at 
Delmar. He was a soldier, wounded, and draws a pension. 
He married Sarah Ann Bell, daughter of Maj. James R. 
Bell, and had seven children, of whom four are now living. 
They were Baptists. Mrs. Ellis died May 5th, i886. She 
was born Dec. ist, 1825. Mr. Ellis now lives with his son- 
in-law Samuel Stearns, at Purchase Line, Indiana Co., Pa. 

The children of Chauncy A. Ellis were Louisa, born 
1849, Orlando S. 1851, Rebecca A. 1852, Sarah Lucy 1855, 
died the same year. Hannah E. 1856, John C. 1858, died 
1882. Emily A. i860, died 1880. Mr. Ellis served nearly 
three years in the late war and was severely wounded, for 
which he receives a pension. He is a carpenter by trade. 
He is a member of the Baptist church. 
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MOSES E. ELLIS> son of Asaph, was born Dec 6th, 
1823, at Delmar, and died in 1845. He was a licensed 
Baptist minister, and a very bright and promising young 
man. 

HARRIET AMANDA ELLIS, daughter of Asaph, 
was born March 5th, 1826, at Wellsboro, Pa., where her 
father was at that time living and teaching in the academy. 
She married Samuel Sunderlin Dec. 18th, 1843. Mr. S. 
was a grandson of Sergeant Samuel Sunderlin, of the Ver- 
mont Rangers in the Revolutionary war. They live at 
Meig*s Mills, Clearfield Co. They have had thirteen 
children, all living but one. Mr. and Mrs. S. are Methodists 
and farmers. 

LUCY ELIZA ELLIS was bom Sept. 9th, 1828, at 
Wellsboro. She married Charles Kingsbury and lives in 
Stuart, Nebraska. They have five children. Mr. K. owns 
a large farm. They are Baptists. 

ORLANDO AARON ELLIS, son of Asaph C, was born 
near Tioga village, Pa., Feb. I4lh, 1831, When four years 
of age his parents moved to Allegany Co., N. Y., and about a 
year thereafter moved on a raft down the Allegany river to 
Sharpsburg, Pa., a few miles above Pittsburg. A few 
months later they settled in Bell Township, Clearfield Co., 
Pa. This was Nov. 5th, 1835. They settled on a farm of 
500 acres of wild pine and hemlock land. Their nearest 
neighbor was one and a half miles away, and they passed 
through many hardships. The nearest store was sixteen 
miles distant, and the school house four miles off. 

Mr. Ellis' mother, Amanda Spencer Ellis, was a gradu- 
ate of a High school in Hartford, Conn., and took great 
pains to train and educate her children. The main occupa* ! 
tion consisted in clearing the farm and making lumber, 
which was rafted down the Susquehanna river to market. 
The streams were well supplied with fish and the forests 
with bears, deer, panthers, turkeys and other game in abund- 
ance. In 1843 Mr. Asaph C. Ellis built a saw mill on the 
Susquehanna. 
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Mr. Asaph C. Ellis was a very enterprising man, just 
fitted for his day. Like many of the Ellises of those times 
he was ever pushing out into some new venture. 

In April, 1844, Mrs. Amanda Ellis died, in the forty- 
seventh year of her age, leaving a large family. She was 
an ardent Christian woman of uncommon virtues and talent. 
It is said that she was never known to he angry. She was 
married to Mr. Ellis April 7th, 1813. In December, 1846, Mr. 
Asaph C. Ellis married Mrs. Elizabeth Fairbanks, of East 
Mahoning, Indiana Co., Pa. She was a daughter of Ezra 
Warner, of New Lebanon, N. Y. She was an estimable 
woman. She was a Baptist. Mr. Asaph C. Ellis died April 
30th, 1853, aged about 70 years. He was a deacon in the 
Baptist church and held a license to preach. He was an 
active, earnest Christian, and a scholarly man and a justice 
over fourteen years. His last wife died in 1855. 

Mr. Orlando A. Ellis was married Sept. 30th, 1855, to 
Louisa Lawrence, in Clearfield Co. She was 15 years of 
age and her husband 24 when they embarked on the ship of 
niatriuiony. They have had eight children. 

Lucy Marie, bom 1856, died 1857. 

Ira Chauncy, bom 1858. He is a wagon and carriage 
maker in Marion. He married Mary Cramer. 

Julia Ann Ellis, born x86o, married John Barr and had 
four children. 

Ida May Ellis, born 1862, died 1877. 

Olmer Ripley Ellis, born 1866 ; is a wagon and car- 
riage maker, working with his brother Ira, in Marion, 
Indiana Co., Fa. 

Hattie Jane Ellis, born 1868. Is a graduate of the Day- 
ton High school. 

Charles Francis Ellis, born 1872. Will graduate at 
the above school in 7888. 

Harry McGregor Ellis, bom 1876; lives at home. 

Mr. Orlando A. Ellis was a Union soldier in Co. A, 6ist 
Regt. Pa. Vol. He enlisted in Aug. 1861. He served 
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his country well and faitiifully and was wounded three times. . 
He was in the battles of Fair Oaks, Chantilly, Antietam, 
Williamsport, Fredericksburg, Gettysburg and the Wil- 
derness. Me lost his right arm from a gunshot wound, 
lie has been a town constable for i.| years and deputy .sheriff 
tor six years in Indiana Co., and for one term assistant ser- 
geanl-at-arms of the house of representatives at llarrisburg, 
the State capital. 

Mr. Ellis has been a member of the Methodist church 30 
years. lie now resides at Marion, (fJrady P. O.), Indiana 
Co., Pa. 

PLINY POWEUS ELLIS, son of Asaph C, was born 
near Tioga, Pa., July 14th, 1833. He was a soldier, was 
severely wounded at the second battle of Bull Run, Va., and 
lay on the field eight days before being cared for. Me was 
discharged but re-enlisted and wounded again. (le draws 
a pension. Me is married ; is a farmer in Hloomer, Chip- 
pewa Co., Wis.. Is a Universalist in religious belief. 

HAXNAH JULIA ELLIS was born July 13th, 1S36, in 
Clearfield Co., Pa. She married Daniel W. Fairbanks, 
who enlisted, was taken prisoner and starved to death in a 
rebel prison. His widow married Dec. loth, 1S70, Samuel 
Barker, an engineer. They are Methodists. They live 
in Sykesville, Jefferson Co., Pa. They have one child, , 
Richard E., now living. 1 

URIAH SPENCER ELLIS, child of Asaph C. and | 
Amanda Spencer Ellis, was born in Clearfield Co., Pa., 
Dec. 4th, 1839, and died in 1841. 

ASAPU CHILSON ELLIS, Jr., was born in Clear- 
field Co., Pa., Sept. 7th, 1842. He died in July, 1S51. 
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Chllclreii of iCev. Coimicler eilltt ( 15s), of Elllsliurs:. Pa., and 

tlieir irvivcH and liusband. Orandclitldren of Ricli- 

nrn iM<ju irrcnC-fcrnndcli lid rrn of RcuIicm 

( .| I, and i;reat-K:rcaC-Krandcliildren of 

KIcliard l-:illM of AMlincld. 

(rm) <t!KORGK ELLIS, eldest sou of Elder Consider 
KIlis, and Mary Lovell Ellis, his wife, was born near Ellis- 
burg, Pa., in 1823. In 1837 he removed with his parents to 
ihc town of Great Valley, Cattaranfjus Co., N. Y., where 
liis lather cngajyed in farming and milling until 1844, ^vhen 
Ihey removed to EUisburg, Pa., where his father died in 
1S66 and where his mother now lives at an advanced age. 

Mr. Ellis married Rebecca Rice and thej' have had eight 
i hildren, (see page 52). They lived at Stone Dam, Allegany 
Co., N. Y. 

PRUDEXOE ELIilS, daughter of Elder Consider Ellis, I 
was born in 1825. She married Samuel G. Rouse and they 
now reside at EUisburg, Pa. They have no children. Mr. 
Rouse's mother (153), now 83 years, lives with Mr. 

JOHN L. ELLIS5 second son of Elder Consider Ellis, 
was born near EUisburg, Pa., March 19, 1833. He married 
Mrs. Jane A. Wilson, of Leroy, Minn., in 1862. Her 
maiden name was Needham. Her father, Horace C. 
Needham, was a prominent man in Vermont. He died 
when Mrs. Ellis was young. Mr, Ellis and family live at 
Red Bird, Nebraska. He is a farmer. He has two sons, 
Orson B., born April 5, 1863, in Osage, Mitchell Co., Iowa. ' 
Fred H. was born in Osage, June 23, 1863. He married 
Miss Ada S. France, of Running water, Dakota, in 1S84. 
They have one son, Clifford, bom in Feb, 1885. 
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Clillclrcn of Rev. Joliii Bills (i54)f of Blllcottvllle, Catta- 

raufirns Co.« M« Y*, and tlieir "wives and linsliatidii. 

GrandcliUdren of Rldiard (99)* flrreat-icraiid- 

clilldrcii of Reutoeii (4), and firrenU 

i;rcat«i{:randc1illdrcu of 

RIclinrd Bills of ABliOeld, BXass. From 506 to 5x3. 

(506.) RALPH ELLIS was born at Tioga, Pa., in 
1829. In 1853 he crossed the plains to California where 
he engaged for a time in mining. In 1855 he was treasurer 
and messenger for the banking house of Everts, Wilson & 
Co. In 1857 he was elected clerk of Sierra Co., Cal. In 
1861 he settled in Napa valley and in 1865 was elected 
sherifTof Napa county; since the expiration of ihis term of 
office he has been engaged mostly in the wheat and mill- 
ing trade. He is also editor and manager, in connection 
with his son, of the " Lodi Sentinel,'* the leading newspaper 
in the great San Joaquin valley. 

Mr. Ellis married in Benicia, Cal., in 1858, Caroline W. 
Evarts, a daughter of Dr. T. C. Evarts from Indiana, who 
settled in California in 1856 where he died in 1865. Mrs. 
Ellis was born at Laporte, Ind., in 1838. Their children 
are, Wilson R., bom 1859; Carrie C, 1861 ; Frank E., 1864: 
Henry F., 1866 and Maggie M., 1874. 

Wilson R. Ellis married Alice Davis in California in 
1884. They have one son, Ralph F., born in 1885. Mr. 
Ellis is manager of the " Sentinel.*' 

Carrie C. Ellis married Prof. Freeman B. Mills in Aug., | 
1885. 

(508.) JOHN ELLIS, son of Elder John Ellis of 
Ellicottville, N. Y., was born in Tioga, Pa., and died 
unmarried in Ellicottville, N. Y., Oct. 15, 1847. 

( 509. ) WILLIAM P. ELLIS, son of Elder John Ellis, 
died leaving two children, Fred and Lizzie, both living in 
California. Fred Ellis is a mill owner and rancher and 
resides at Yountville, Napa Co. 

William F. Ellis and wife both died the same night of 
cholera, in Cincinnati, Ohio, about 1852. Their children 
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were then brou^rht to Ellicottville, N. Y., and soon after 
their uncle, Ralph, took them to California. 

Lizzie Elh's married D. H. Berdine, a printer, and pub- 
lisher of "Once a Week," a temperance journal. They 
reside at Stockton, Cal. They have one child, Carrie E., 
born in Ohio in i860. 

William F. Ellis' wife was Matilda Berdine. 

(511.) LUCINDA ELLIS was born in Pa. in 1820. 
She married Peter Berdine in 1840. They removed to 
Wisconsin^ where both died in 1881, leaving seven children. 

(513.) MARGAllET ELLIS, daughter of Rev. John 
Ellis, was born at Big Meadows, Tioga Co., Pa., about 
182 1. While on a visit to her brother, William, at Cin- 
cinnati, she took a fever and died there at about 25 years 
of age. i 

Of Elder John Ellis (154), and his family, Mr. Arunah j 
Ward, a lawyer at Ellicottville, N. Y. writes: "The family ! 
were old friends of mine and were very nice, respectable 
|K*oplc, and had a good farm and mill property when the 
faiher, John Ellis, died.** 



Cliilclrcn of Klder Klcliard Elllii U58)t nncl tlieir ivtves. 

Grandclilldreti of Rlcliaril (99), of SXllnburff* Pa. 

Grcnc-irraiidclillclreii of Reutoeii (4)f and 

irreat-KTreat- Kraiidcliildrcn of 

Ricliard Sllltf* of Aslifleld, StaM. From %»it to s^S* 

(522.) A3IASA ELLIS was born in Tioga Co., Pa. 
Feb. 18, 1819. He married Martha Schoonover Sept. 29, 
1849. She was born in Tioga Co., July 29, 1831. When 
Mr. Ellis was about seven years of age his father died and 
he thereafter lived with his uncle, David Ellis (160). Mr. 
Ellis has been a farmer until recently, owing to ill health, he 
has bought a home in Weslfield, Tioga Co., Pa. In his 
early married life Mr. Ellis lived in the town of Willing, near 
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Belmont, Allegany Co., N. Y., where all their children were 
born. Mr. Ellis is a Baptist and very active in the church 
and Sunday school service. Mis children are Mary E., 
Delos, James D., Frank and Charles. 

Mary E. Ellis was born Oct. lo, 1850. She married 
E. A. Buck, January ist, 1871. They have three children, 
Emmer, Annie and Lula. Delos Ellis, born Sept. 13, 1853, 
married Hattie Bush Oct. 10, 1882. All now live in West- 
field, Pa. 

(524.) CONSIDER ELLIS was born in Shippcn, 
Tioga Co., Pa., Oct. 20, 1820. He married Margaret 
Fortner in 1845. She was born in Tompkins Co., N. Y., 
in i8io. Forty years ago Mr. Ellis settled in Belmonl, 
N. Y., on a fine farm which he carried on in connection with 
wagon making, which trade he had learned in early life. 
He was a very prosperous man and his farm was noted as 
being one of the best in Allegany Co. He was a very 
generous and open-hearted man and highly respected by all 
his towns-|5eople. He died suddenly Aug. 3rd, 1886, leav- 
ing his wife and two daughters, Mrs. Brown of Belmont 
and Mrs. Fowler of Rochester. 

(526.) SAMUEL G. ELLIS was born in Tioga Co. 
Pa., in 1822. He married Rosetta Canfidd about 1844. She 
w.ns raised in Tompkins Co., N. Y. They had two daugh. 
lers, Eliza-Jane and Frances. They moved to Canada in 
1849 where Mr. Ellis died the next year. Mrs. Ellis 
afterwards married a Mr. Lincoln and lived in Washing- 
ton, D. C, at last accounts. 

(528.) JOHN M. ELLIS, youngest child of Elder 
Richard Ellis was born in Tioga Co., Pa., Nov. 6th, 1825. 
He married Eliza Fortner, Feb. 25, 1852, at EUisburg, Pa. 
She was born in 1827 in Independence, Allegany Co., N. Y. 
They are farmers and now live at Waverly, Beamer 
Co., Iowa. They have two children, Rosetta H., born in 
Independence, N. Y., March 28, 1853, ^'^^ J""^ ^^^ ^^^■ 
Maggie E., born in Franklin, Iowa, Msiy 15, 1857; married 
A. V. Viner, Jan. 31, 1883. They have one child, Zada 
May Viner, born at Waverly, June 24, 1884. 
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Cbflldren of David Bills (i6o)« of Xlosra, Pa., and tlielr Him* 

bands and 'WWes, Grandclilldren of Rlcbard (so)« 

Great • Grandclilldreu of Reuben (4) and 

Great«Greal>Grandcltlldren of Rlcbard 

cms of Astalleld. From 530 to 544* 

( 530. ) THANKFUL ELLIS^ eldest daughter of David 
Ellis, was born in Shippen, Tioga Co., Pa., in 1820. She 
married Charlton Phillips, Aug. nth, 1838, in Shippen. Mr. 
Phillips was bom Feb. 27th, 1815. After their marriage they 
moved to Westfield, Tioga Co., Pa., where they have lived 
ever since. Mr. Phillips is a merchant miller in Westfield. 
Forty years ago Mr. Phillips bought a farm which he cleared 
up and on which he yet resides. He built a saw mill and 
grist mill, hotel, stores and houses. Mr. and Mrs. Phillips 
arc active members of the Methodist church. They have 
had eleven children. 

Sylvester D. Phillips, born 1840, went into the army at 
the outbreak of the Rebellion. He was captain in the 
Bucktails, a celebrated regiment of Pennsj'^lvania volunteers, 
lie was promoted to major and remained in the service until 
the close of the war. He was married Oct. 22nd, 1865, to 
Villa Thompson. Capt. Phillips died Dec. 6, 1886, from 
disease contracted in the army, a victim of the Rebellion. 

Rachel Phillips, bom in Westfield, Sept. 11, 1842, 
married Rush C. Doty in Westfield. Mr. Doty died 
March 17th, 1868, after which his widow married James 
Richtmyer of Moravia, N. Y., where they now reside on a 
(arm. 

Alice Phillips, bom Oct. 13th, 1844, was a successful 
teacher, and at the age of 24 married C. D. Spafford, of 
Moravia, N. Y., a farmer. They have one son. 

Ellis D. Phillips, born March i8th, 1847, married Jennie 
Closson. They have two children. He is a miller in 
Westfield, Pa. 

William D. Phillips, bora Feb. 14th, 1849, married Ella 
Broughton, Aug. 17th, 1885. 

Delvin D. Phillips, bora May 22nd, 1851. He was an en- 
jjineer at Williamsport. He was acadently killed Sept. 8th. 
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i879» ^"^ ^^* ^^ h2ivt been married on the day he was 
buried. 

Clarence and Clara Phillips were born Aug. 29th, 1855. 
Clarence is a miller, unmarried. Clara married O. A. 
Tremain, of Westfield, and they have two children. 

Emma Philips, born Feb. isth, 1859, »«arried William 
Pease, of Westfield, Sept. 19th, 1885. 

Eva Phillips, born Aug. 14th, 1862, died Feb. 8th, the next 
year. 

Charies N. Phillips was born March 28th, 1867. All 
these Phillips* are highly respected and prosperous people. 
The father, Mr. Charlton Phillips, is a man of uncommon 
energy, probity and intelligence. He is said to be a de- 
scendant of Capt. John Phillips of Eastern Massachusetts. 
(See page 16.) 

(6330 CHLOE ELLIS was born April i8th, 1822. 
She married Job Rexford March 3d, 1844. Mr. Rexford 
was born Jan. 23d, 1819, in Cortland Co., N. Y., and came 
to Pine Creek, Tioga Co., and engaged in manufacturing 
lumber and rafting it down the Susquehanna River to mar- 
ket. About 1877 he settled at Harrison Valley, Potter Co., 
Pa., where he died Feb. 23d, 1880. Mrs. Rexford is a Pres- 
byterian, and a very bright and intelligent woman. She sends 
the writer an account of a visit to her grandfather, Richard 
Ellis (29) at EUisburg, Pa., when she was quite young. ** My 
oldest brother, a young lady cousin from Wellsboro, and my- 
self, drove our own teata over the country. It was very cold 
and we were nearly three days on the road. Grandfather 
was very much pleased to see us. He showed us about his 
house, took us to the saw mill and the grist mill, showed us 
the process of grinding grain into flour or feed, the water 
wheels and the improvements he intended soon to make, 
then took us to his hotel, which at that time was leased to 
another party. This same building stands there now, but 
improved and built around with other buildings. He intro- 
duced us as his gr'^ndchildren, who had come to sec him for 
the first time. He showed us through the building, and 



Digitized by 



Google 



337 

when in the bar-room ordered made ^ood glasses of * sling/ 
as he said he wanted to drink to the health of his grand- 
children the first time they came to see him. How times 
have changed in these fifty years ! But he was a true and 
righteous Christian man."* 

Mrs. Rexford*s children are Perry Emerson, bom Feb. 
22d, 1845, married to Clara Svveetland June 26thy iS/a 
They are both Baptists. Mr. Rexford is a farmer at Har- 
rison Valle)'. 

Nancy Orilla, born May 31st, 1848, married Capt. Jason 
\V. Stevens May ist, 1870, who was a soldier all through 
the war. Capt. Stevens carries on an extensive mercantile 
business in Harrison Valley. 

Henry Gilbert, born Feb. 24th, 1852, died Dec. 20th, 

1853- 

Stella, born Oct. 15th, i860, married Dr. E. J. Shaw, 
Jan. 1st, T879. He died Feb. 12th, 1881. All of Mr. and 
Mrs. Rexford's children were born in Tioga Co., Pa. 

(534.) CHESTER ELLIS^ son of David Ellis, was bom ! 
in Tioga Co., Pa., April 22d, 1823. He married Miss 
Chloe Blue in Wellsboro, Tioga Co., Pa., Sept. 2Sth, 1848. 
Mrs. Ellis was born in Tioga Co., August 29th, 1827. Mr. 
Ellis is a millwright and is now in Las Vegas, New Mexico. 
His children were all born in Tioga Co., Pa. They are : 

Lawrence A. Ellis, bom March 14th, 1849. He is an 
architect and builder, and resides at Laurel, Mar3'Iand, 
where he has constructed several of the largest and finest 
buildings in that part of the state. He married, June 3d, 
1875, Sarah Elizabeth Curley, who was born July 9lh, 1853. 
They have had three children : James C, born 1876, died 
the same year ; George Frederick, born 1878, and Norman 
R., born 1880. 

•Wander i4 ortcn expr»«« 1 that mini«t^n nnd reiiKious people cannot n0iv um ardent 
ipiriu with the safety that ihey did a few eeneratton« aeo. This is attributed, by tome, to the 
present /wr/Mr/Vr of Mriuor. but it i* not s.>. for I le more pure whi^Wy is, the mure dancerout 
*i >t The true r«a«on U that ftrmcrly relii:i*nit peopi: ii<(eil liquori with the lOn^cientious, 
AUhfus'i mistaken, belief that they were u«eftil. but that from religious motives, they mu4t 
^ CAfKtantiv on their c»-trd. and refttrain themselves from intoxication N^w, all men of 
laiclticenre Itnowthat their ttse is vile mnd sinful and that to tamper with them is to sport 
•iih tSe devil, and when they do the ffoid influences of Heaven and the aogeU are withdrawn 
f«-n them. Without thc<e restraints drunkcnne«« and inanity soon result. 
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Seymour David Ellis was born March 25th, 1851, in 
Shippen, Pa. He is a carpenter. Mr. Ellis lives in Wells- 
boro, Tioga Co., Pa. He married Aggie Chafee, of 
Greenville, Mercer Co., Pa. She was born Dec. i8th, x86o. 

Simon W. EIPls, born al Wcstfield, Pa., June ist, 1857. 
He is a carpenter and resides at Wellsboro. 

Myra O. Ellis, born at Westfield, May loth, 1866. She 
married Lee English, and they reside at English Mills, 
Lycoming Co., Pa. 

Annie B. Ellis, born Feb. 9th, 1869, lives with her mother 
at Wellsboro. 

(636.) JEFFERSON ELLIS was born June 13th, 1826. 
He married Lorena Chapel June i6th, 1850, in Shippen 
Township. Mr. Ellis died about 1877 '^^ Wisconsin. 

His children were Sarah, Ella and John. 

(688.) MARIA ELLIS was born May nth, 1828. 
She married John J. Miller Feb. 15th, 1849. Mrs. Miller 
died Feb. 2Tst, 1864. Her children were Katie, born Nov. 
xith, 1849; Lillian Mary, Feb. 7th, 1852 ; Nellie Alphoretta, 
June 2ist, 1857; Henry Maurice, July i8th, 1862, died the 
next year ; and Maria Bell Miller, Feb. 13th, 1864, died the 
same year. 

The Millers live in Williamsport, Pa., at present. 

(640.) HARRY ELLIS, born in 1831, in Tioga Co. 
He married Susan Schusler, Nov. 29th, 1857. They live at 
Mansfield, Tioga Co., Pa., where Mr. Ellis is engaged in 
carpentry and selling wind mills. Himself and wife are 
ardent Baptists. Mr. E. has been prominent in the church 
over twenty years, and for nine years at the head of the 
Sunday school. 

They have had three children : Emma, bom Dec. 8lh, 
i860 : Minna, born Nov. 13, 1862, died April 17th, 1865 ; 
Fred D., born Dec. 6th, 1864. 

(5420 CRETIA ANN ELLIS, born Feb. 7th, 1836, 
married William Annesley Jan. ist, 185$. Mr. Annesley was 
born April 24th, 1833. He died Oct. 5th, 1880. They had 
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three children : Mary, Carrie and Henry. They live at 
Pike Mills, Potter Co., Pa. 

(644.) BAKEB D. ELLIS was born April 20th, 1838. 
He married Bertha Fay, of Detroit, Mich., April 23d, 1882. 
She was born Dec, I2lh, i860. Tlicy live at Hector, Potter 
Co., Pa. Mr. Ellis* younger brother, Seymour, born 1846, 
died in 1848. 



Clilldreii of Harry Ellis (x68)t of ClllstonrflTf Pa.» aud lltelr 

WIveii, Grniiclclillclreii ofRldiarcI (29), Great-Gran cl* • 

cliilclreii of Renbeit (4)* and Great-Great- 

Granclclilldreii of KIcliard Kllla of 

Avlaficld* From 552 to S^J* 

(662. ) ADOLPUUS C. ELLIS was bom in Ellisburg, 
Pa., in 1837. He married Mary Hill and they have three 
children: Nettie, born 1864; Mary E., 1869; and Ella, 1874. 
They reside at Genesee Fork, Pa. He is a farmer. His 
daughter Nettie married June ist, 1887, Mr. Seymour j 
Alexander, a merchant of Genesee Fork. j 

(654.) WILLIAM ELLIS was born in 1838. He mar- 
ried Anna Donaldson and tliey have three children: Violet, 
born 1870; Harry F., 1873; and William M., 1876. He 
was a merchant in EUisburg. 

(556.) RICHARD ELLIS, son of Harry Ellis, was 
born in EUisburg, Pa., Jan. nth, 1840. He married Maggie 
Locke Jan. ist, 1861. She was born Feb. 23d, 1846. Mr. 
Ellis is in the mercantile business in EUisburg. He has | 
aided the writer greatly in procuring statistics and informa- 
tion for this work. 

Their only child Nora, born July 29th, 1870, died of 
congestion of the brain Oct. 6th, 1886. She was a student at 
the time in the High school at Lewisville, and was one of 
the brightest and most accomplished scholars in the institu- 
tion. She was both lovely in character and in person, and 
her untimely death was a sad blow to her fond parents. Truly, 
"Death loves a shining mark/' For the bereaved parents 
the strongest sympathy is felt wherever their daughter was 
known. While this was of no avail to turn aside the blow, 
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it will, in time, assist in softening their sorrow. The dear 
one is but {;one on before. Death has embalmed her in all 
her youthful loveliness. Age can never blanch her cheeks 
nor sorrow dim her eyes, and her memory will remain the 
dearest treasure in the broken family circle, and the reunion 
will surely come. 

The dear departed gone before 
To th&t unseen and silent shore. 
Sure, we shaU meet as heretofore. 
Some summer morning. 

(658.) ORSON ELLIS was born in Ellisburg, Pa. 
He married Inez Pye and she died in 1882. He is a 
merchant at Ellisburg. 

(660.) MARION ELLIS born about 1843 in Ellisburg. 
He died unmarried. 

(661.) AUASA ELLIS5 son of Harry, was bom in 
Ellisburg, Pa., Nov. 4th, 1848. He married Allie Donaldson 
and they have three children, Elizabeth, Mary and Donald- 
son. Mr. Ellis is in a hardwrxe store in Wellsboro. 

((>62.) OENNET ELLIS^ daughter of Harry, was bom 
in Ellisburg, Jan. 19th, 1846. She died in 1861. 

(663.) ELLA ELLIS, youngest child of Harry, was 
born in Ellisburg, Jan. i8th, 1851. She married John 
Simons, March 14th, 1876. Mr. Simons was born March 
X2th, 1853. Their daughter Katie was bom Aug. 25th, 
1878. They live in Ellisburg, Pa. 

(566.) ELYIRA ELLIS, only child of Reuben Ellis 
(172), of Ellisburg, Pa., was born Feb. 23d, 1833. She 
married Charles Coats, a thriving farmer of Ellisburg, 
Pa., Jan. 31st, 1850. Their children arc Frances E., 
Catherine E., Harriet A., Reuben E. and William H. Coats, 
all born in Ellisburg. Miss Frances E. Coats married 
Benjamin F. Bishop, a farmer. They had one son, born 
1874. 

Catherine E. Coats married Ira Bishop, a brother of B. 
F. Bishop. He is also a farmer. 

Harriet A. Coats married R. A, Bradley, her second 



Digitized by 



Google 



231 

husband. They live in New Mexico, where Mr. Bradley is 
eng^aged in mining* They have three children : Beriha I. 
Coy, bom 1879 ; Irvin R., 1882, and Rena Ethel, 1882. 

William H. Coats, born 1866, died Nov. 8th, 1886. He 
was a young man of unusual brightness. His last sickness 
and death was supposed to have been caused by the rupture 
of a blood-vessel in his brain. When it became apparent 
that his end was near, the members of the family were 
called in and he bade good-bye to each, thanked the 
doctor for coming to see him, and sent his best respects to 
the doctor^s wife, who had been his teacher. He spoke at 
intervals of the great beauty and brightness all about him, 
and once said, ^* The golden chariot is coming.'* '* I would 
like to live if I could, but it is all rig/tt.^^ His last words 
were, " Good-bye, mother, Vm going to Heaven,*' and a few 
minutes later the Angel of Death released him from suf- 
fering. 

So passed away this noble boy, of whom every one says, 
"He was always so good." And no wonder, for rare 
indeed are they who possess so great a degree of amiaoih'ty. 

His daily prayer, far better understood 

In acts than words, was simply doing good. 

So calm, so constant was bis rectitude, 

Tbat by his \of^ alone we know as worth, 

And feel bow true a man has walked with ui on earth. 



Ctilldreu of iVIlllAiti Klllii, 8r« (176), of Sprtnirfield, Rrte Co«« 

Ha., and llieir IVIveii and lla»l»atids, Grandclalldreii 

of David ElltM, 8r. (js), Grenl-Graiidclilldren 

of Keufvcii (4)» mid Oreul«Grcnt«Graud« 

clalldreii of RU-linrd Ivlliii, of AmIi* 

field, From 570 io 587. 

(670) WILLIAM ELLIS, J 11., was born in Ashfield, j 
Mass., May 17th, 1810. At ciijht years of age he went 
with his parents to Springfield, Pa., where he lived until his 
death, Nov. 29th, 1865. He married Sarah Geer in Spring- 
field Nov. I2th, 1840. They had four children: David, born 
1841, died 1870; Jesse, 1843; Rhoda, 1847, died 1855, and 
Martha, born 1851. ' . 
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(672) CHARLES PERKINS ELLIS, was born in 
Ashfield March 20th, 181 2. He died in LaGrange, Wis., 
Jan. 22nd, 1881. When a young man he settled on a farm of 
120 acres, in LaGrange. This was in 1842. When six 
years of age his parents removed from AshHeld to Spring- 
field, Pa. 

When eight years old, Charles was accustomed to take 
the light axe provided for that purpose and go regularly to 
the woods with his father and grandfather, to assist in clear- 
ing up the farm. Springfield township was a heavily wooded 
region, and at that time only partially cleared up. The set- 
tlers were poor, and the educational advantages afforded the 
youth were very limited. The principal qualification of a 
teacher was the ability to flog the large boys. Greased 
paper in place of glass gave ingress to light in the log school 
houses, and slabs served for seats and desks. Three months 
study per year — reading, writing and arithmetic— constituted 
a liberal education in that day and region. On reaching 
manhood Charles found emplo}rment in the pinery on the 
upper waters of the Alleghany river, and continued for sev- 
eral winters to work at logging — going down the streams 
in the spring with the rafts. It was his custom, on reaching 
St. Louis with the lumber, to walk across the country to 
Michigan, where he worked at farming and building through 
the summer. On one of the latter trips he purchased eighty ; 
acres of fine prairie and timber land in Cass County, Michi- • 
gan, which he afterward traded for a team of horses and j 
wagon, when he moved to Wisconsin. December iSth, 1839, 
he was married to Sarah Harris. She was born in Hender- 
son, Jefferson County, New York, May nth, 1816. 
Jeremiah and Priscilla (Cole) Harris, parents of Mrs, Ellis, 
were also early settlers in Springfield, having located there 
six years after the EUises. 

The former was a grandson of Anthony Harris, who 
was born in Richmond, New Hampshire, in 1836; Jeremiah 
was also born in Richmond. When Mr. and Mrs. EUia 
settled in LaGrange there were about a dozen families in the 
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town, and people half a dozen miles away were considered 
near neighbors. Their residence was on the north-east 
comer of section 21, and was always a home for travelers. 
At first it consisted of a small log house of one room. In 
addition to the single room below there was a loft which 
served as a sleeping room. 

Mr. Ellis was reared under strict Baptist teachings, but 
became a believer in the doctrines of Universalism, to which 
he steadfastly adhered from the time he was thirty years 
old. His family and friends were assured by him just 
before his death that he had nothing to regret in this regard, 
or any other. In this faith he was accompanied through a 
long life of Christian charity by his faithful helpmeet. In 
the days of the Whig party he was a supporter of its politi- 
cal creed, and afterward of its successor, the Republican : 
party. He was an active worker in its town and county con- j 
ventions nearly all his life, and often served as a town officer. 
He never sought nor accepted any higher positions. He 
was town Treasurer in 1844, and was four times subsequently 
elected to that position; in 1845 he was elected Supervisor, 
and filled that office for eight terms. He was an active sup- 
porter of religious services, and his house was always a 
home for ministers of every sect. For many years, the only 
churches in the township (which he had helped to build) 
were owned by the Methodists, and it was largely owing to 
his efforts and influence that the church near his house was 
finished jointly by the Methodists and Universalists and 
dedicated as free to all Christian denominations. The fol- 
lowing testimonial to his character is taken from an obituary, 
written by one of his neighbors: 

" The writer of these lines has known the deceased for 
nearly 35 years, and for the greater portion of that time was 
privileged to enjoy his friendship. With loving reverence 
for his memory, he testifies to his manly virtues. He was a 
man of stainless character, of strict integrity and solid worth. 
In his social relations he was genial and pleasant, being pos- 
sessed of that personal magnetism which wins friends, and 
of those fine qualities of heart which retain them. He was 1 
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a kind neighbor and a good citizen; a faithful husband and 
indulgent parent. He was a man who always took the 
keenest interest in all questions affecting the public good, 
and his opinions of men and measures were broad and lib* 
eral. In religious matters he had clear and well-defined 
views. He believed in the infinite love and compassion of 
God, in the universal brotherhood of mankind, and in the 
ultimate salvation of all men. There was no doubt in his 
mind touching these things; hence, in the hour of death, he 
was 

* Sustained and sosthed 
By an unfaltering trust, and approached the grave 
Like one who wraps the drapery of his couch 
About him and lies down to pleasant dreams.* *' 

Mr. Ellis improved his farm in a high degree and erected 
thereon excellent buildings, where his widow and daughter 
now reside. 

Priscilla Rumina, the daughter of Charles P. Ellis, was 
born in La Grange Jan. 28th, 184$. She married Mr. John 
E. Menzie April 15th, 187 1, and lives on the homestead. 

James Alfred, eldest son of Charles P. Ellis, was born in 
La Grange, April 15th, 1852. He married Eva Lucretia 
Williams Feb. 8th, 1873, at Hebron, Wis. They live at 
Whitewater, Wis. They have seven children: Cicero Guy, 
born Oct. 31st, 1873; Julia Maud, Aug. 6th, 1875; Priscilla 
May, Jan. 7th, 1877; Minnie Madge, July 28ih, 1879; 
Charles WiUiams, July 2d, 1880; James Horace, Nov. 12th, 
1882, and William David, Sept. 2nd, 1885. 

Mr. James A. Ellis is a fine specimen of manhood, six 
feet one and one-half inches high, and weighing 190 pounds. 
He has been engaged in school-teaching, and more lately in 
the book and map trade in various sections of the country. 
He is a practical printer and was engaged in journalism tor 
a time, and is now a member of the publishing firm of 
Beers, Ellis & Co., of New York City. In religious and 
political convictions he follows the precepts of his father. 
His wife was a daughter of Horace and Olive (Delano) 
Williams, of Vermont. Mrs. Ellis was born in Cold Spring, 
Jeflerson Co., Wis., Oct. 24th, 1855. 
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Charles Elliott Ellis, youngest son of Charles P., was 
born in La Grange, March i6th, 1859, and was reared 
on the home farni. Beside the home school, he attended 
the city school in Delevan for several months. Wiih the 
exception of four winter terms of teaching, the balance of 
his life has been spent on the farm, and, up to the spring of 
1883, on the old homestead. At the latter date he pur- 
chased Z20 acres in Geneva township, near Elkhorn, which 
he is now engaged in tilling. May 15th, 1883, he married 
Clarissa M., daughter of Alexander H. and Teressa A. 
Button, of Linn, where Mrs. Ellis was born May ist, 1859. 
They have one child, Clara Inez, born June 7th, 1884. 

(675.) HARRIET ELLIS, daughter of William Ellis, ' 
Sr., was born in Ashfield, Mass., May 14th, 1815. She mar- I 
ried Mr. Amos Smith in Springfield, Pa., Dec. 24th, 1835. 
They have four children, Cyrus E., Cordelia L., John B. 
and William E. Mrs. Harriet E, Smith died at Springfield, 
Sept. 29th, 1858. 

(677-) LUCRETIA ELLIS was born in Ashfield, Oct. 
6lh, 1817. She now resides with her brother, Joseph, on 
the homestead in Springfield, Pa. She was never of robust 
health, but is one of the best and most genial in nature and 
disposition. 

(57».) SAMUEL ELLIS, son of William, Sr., was 
born in Springfield, Pa., Nov. ist, 1821. In 1842 he 
removed to La Grange, Wis., where he worked as a car- 
penter and builder. He married Amanda Adams in La 
Grange, Wis., in 1849. Mrs. Ellis died July 24ih, 1850, 
leaving one son, William Edwin Ellis, born April 2d, 1S50, 
who now resides in San Angelo, Texas. William E. was 
married to Annie L. Black in Eau Claire, Wis., in 1871. 
They had two children: Mabel E., born at Eau Claire, 
Aug. 29th, 1872, and Samuel E., born at Chippewa Falls, 
March loth, 1874. The latter died in infancy. In 1874 
Mr. William E. Ellis moved to Texas. In 1884 he was 
married again to Mary B. McKenzie and they have one 
daughter, Cora Harriet, bom June ist, 1S85. I 
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Sept. 17th, 1854, Mr. Ellis married Harriet French, and 
they have three children: Cora Lucretia, born 1856; Frank 
Enrique, 1858; Verne Adrian, 1869, died 1870. Cora L. 
married Charles B. Walworth Aug. isth, 1877. Frank E. 
married Ma^jfjie Cullcn April .jih, 1880, at Chip|>c\va Falls, 
Wis. 

Mr. Samuel Ellis lived in Palmyra from 1852 to 1861, 
where he kept the Palmyra House, when lie moved to Eau 
Claire, Wis., and went into the livery business, in which he 
is yet extensively engaged. 

(581.) JAHES F. ELLIS was born in Springfield, Pa., 
Sept. 3d, 1824. He died, Oct. 3d, 1849, at La Grange, 
Wis. 

(583.) MARY L, ELLIS was born in Springfield, Pa., 
Sept. 15, 1828. She married Jonathan Morrell in Spring- 
field, Aug. I2th, 1847. They had five children, two of 
whom are now living. Mr. Morrell died in 1882. Mrs. 
Morrell now lives in East Springfield, Erie Co., Pa., where 
she has a beautiful home. 

(5850 JOSEPH ELLIS5 youngest son of William 
Ellis, Sr., was born in Springfield, Pa., Dec. 28th, 1831. 
He married Martha Weed, Feb. 26th, 1863, and lives on 
the farm where his father and grandfather settled soon after 
their removal from Ashfield to Springfield. This is an ele- 
gant farm with large and convenient buildings. Mr. Ellis 
is an ardent and influential Republican in politics. In 
religious faith he is a Universalist. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ellis have had five children, three of 
whom are now living, Nevada A., George W. and Ralph 
G. Ellis. Nevada is married and lives with her parents. 

(687.) RUMINA ELLIS, youngest daughter of William, 
Sr., was born in Springfield, Pa., Oct. 29th, 1834. She 
married Mr. John Potter in 1856, and they removed to 
Eyota, Minn., where Mr. Potter was a hardware merchant 
at the time of his death in 1859. Mrs. Potter has one son, 
Gilbert Ellis Potter, bom Jan. 14th, 1858. Mr. G. E. Potter 
married Mary E. Fulkerson. She was born Dec. 9th, 1858, 
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in Marion, Minn. They were married by Rev. John W. 
Fulkerson. They have one son, Ralph E., born 1885. In 
1886 Mr. Potter settled in Ashton, Dakota. 

In 1877 Mrs. Rumina E. Potter married Francis A. 
Owen, formerly of Allegan, Mich. Mr. and Mrs. Owen 
now live in Ashton, Dakota. They are Methodists. 



Clilldrcn of nnirlcl Ivlllfi» Jr. z8o)« of SprlitK^flclcl, Rrle Co., 

Vsk.% Oraticlcliildren of David 1 Mr. (39 )f Grcat«8:ratid- 

Glilldreii of Reuf»eti (4), and Great-urreat* 

in'ntidGliildren of Rlclaard Clllii. of 

AHliflcld. F'rom 598 to 6tz. 

(K98.) LOUISA £LLIS, eldest child of David, Jr., was 
bom in Ashfield, Mass., Feb. 6th, 1815. She was three 
years old when her parents settled in Springfield, Pa. In 
1837 she married Robert Patterson, and they resided in 
Sprin{;field several years, where they raised two children, 
William S., born 1838, and Joseph E., 1841. Mr. and Mrs. 
Patterson were Baptists and always active in church and 
Sunday school work. Mr. Patterson was born in McKean, 
Erie Co., Pa., in 1810. When a young man he settled in 
Springiield township, and lived on the same farm until 1866, 
when he removed with his family to Erie, Pa., where he 
died in 1868. His parents were Irish Protestants. 

William S. Patterson was born in Springfield, Dec. 31st, 
1837. He was a merchant in Springfield, and afterwards in 
Erie. He married Orrilla Spencer in i86a They had one 
child, Ida E., born in 1S62. Mr. Patterson died in Erie, 
Pa., in 1878. 

Joseph Ellis Patterson was horn in Springfield, Pa., July 
25111, 1841. He lived on his father's farm until twenty-two 
years of age, then entered the store with his brother. He 
is still in the hardware trade in Erie, Pa., where he resides 
with his mother and family. In 1870 he married Martha M. 
Dyke, of North-East, Erie Co., Pa. They have two 
children, Georgia Louisa, born 1876, and J. Clyde, born 
1881. Mr. Patterson and wife are Presbyterians and are 
very highly respected and upright people. Mr. Patterson 
has been a member of the City Council in Erie, and is a 
prominent and public spirited citizen. 
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(600.) UELINDA ELLIS was born in Ashfield, 1817. 
She has always resided in Springfield, Pa., with her parents, 
for whom she cared until their death, since which she has 
lived with her brother, Dr. George Ellis. She is a member 
of the Christian Church. 

(601.) DR. GEORGE ELLIS, eldest son of David 
Elh's, Jr., was born in Ashfield, Mass., in 181R. He was six 
months of age when his parents removed to Springfield, 
Pa., where he has ever since resided. In early life he 
studied medicine and graduated at the medical department 
of Hudson University, at Cleveland, Ohio. He has a large 
practice in Springfield and surrounding towns. In 1865 he 
was appointed U. S. Examining Surgeon for pensions. He 
is a member of Cache Commandery of K. T., of Conneaut, 
Ohio. He is a Republican in politics, and a lending mem- 
ber of the Christian Church of East Springfield. Like 
most of the early Ellises, he is a thorough Bible student and 
quite a theologian. He has a large farm near where his 
father settled in 1818, which is operated mostly by his son, 
Orra M. ElHs. 

In 1843 Dr. Ellis married Miss Eunice B. Lyon. She 
was born in Conway, Mass. (next town east of Ashfieldj, 
Oct. 25th, 1821. She was a daughter of Marshall and 
Chloe Lyon and grand-daughter of David and Betsey 
Lyon, old and influential residents of Ashfield. Her father, 
Marshall Lyon, was a cousin of the gifted Mary Lyon,* 



^Mary Lyon was the moit fainout woman of Ashfield. and one of tho mott jiMtly noted 
of the age. bhe was born in the northeair corner of Ashfield, near the Conway and Buck* 
land line Some yean after her birth (about 1807) that part of the town, including her 
father's farm, waa set oflf and joined 10 Uuckland. Mist Lyon was a very ready scholar and 
had a most logical mind. She was a student in the .Sanderson Academy on Ashfield Plain, 
and at Amherst Collcce. and it is said that after studying a Latin grammar three days, she 
could recite in any c\a» in the coilece. In learning, and as a debater, she was the peer of 
any man lit thut Mcii-n cf MaMachusetts. In her early years she was a teacher for four 
icrmk in the district ftchiiol of the I- His neighborhood, and some are now living includinf 
the writer's mnther. who were her pupiU In that «choolhouse. She afterwards was a pupil 
and teacher in ilie Academy vn the l'l:iin. In a late visit (May. 1887,) of the writer ip thou 
paitft. he noticed at nearly every cr09*-roads for miles around, neatly painted signs directing 
the way and giving ih^ distance ** To Mary Lyon*s birih-placc.*' as a token of reverence for 
het memory, and to show tht- ejnteem in whith she is held by all the people. 

In 18)6 J^liss I yon founded Mt. Holyoke semin ry at South Had ley. Maes. ^ She con* 
ducted this Institution with the greatest success until her death, March jth, 1849, in the 5ird 
year of h- r ape. 

Mary Lyon's parent<i were Aaron Lyon. Jr., and his wife Jemima Shepard, a daughter 
«f Deacon Uanc Shepard a noted resident of .AKhlicld. Aaron Lyon was born about tj^j* 
•licil Dee. ei. ifl >?. Icivin^; seven children. His father. Aa'on Lyon. Sr.. was a notrd patriot 
in Akhlie'd durini; the KcvolntioM. All these Lyons were eminent for piety and general 
worth. In i7?7 Aaton L\on. Sr . w.is one of three persons who were appointed to reiiorl 
at a subucqiient meeting what should be done with certain Tories then in Ashfield. who were 
jubilant at the progress made by the British under Burgoyne. The latter were expected t* 
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^ whose name is immortalized as the founder of Mt. Holyoke 

Seminary, the first institution for the higher education of 

woman known in the world. 

In 1837 Miss Lyon, with her parents, settled in Girard, 

Erie Co., Pa. In 1838 she joined the Methodist Episcopal 
J Church. She was a woman of uncommon piety, worth and 

intelligence. She died April 3d, 1862, leaving two children, 

Orra M. and Louella E. Ellis. Alonzo, a third child, had 

previously died in childhood. 

September 5lh, 1863, Dr. George Ellis married Miss 

Lizzie Flower, a daughter of Rev. Josiah Flower, of Poland, 

\\ Y. She died Jan. 31st, 1873. 

September 7th, 1876, Dr. Ellis married his present wife. 
Miss Sarah F. Mauck, daughter of Jacob and Lucy Mauck, 
a native of Virginia. She is a member of the Christian Church 
in Springfield, and is a woman of rare culture and refinement, 
wholly devoted to her husband and family. 

Orra M. Ellis, eldest child of Dr. George Ellis, was bom 
' in Springfield in 1848. He married Miss Mahala M. Sher- 

man, of Springfield, July 9th, 1873. ^^^^ ^^*^^ ^^'''^ ^" ^^^^^ 
Springfield in 1854. '^^^Y ^^e farmers in Springfield and 
members of the Christian Church. 

Louella E. Ellis was born in Springfield in 1858. She 
has been engaged for some years as a teacher, and at the 
present time in the high school at West Springfield. She is ! 
a young woman of superior education and talents. Miss 
Ellis is a devoted member of the Christian Church in 
Springfield, and takes a leading part in the Church choir and 
Sunday School. 

(C03.) MARSHAL! ELLIS was born in Springfield, 
Pa., in 1820 ; is a farmer and carpenter in Springfield, Pa. 
He married Martha J. Wilson, of Springfield. She was a 

*-4rch down 10 Fort Kfnwachuselta at North Adams. croM the Hootae mountain over to 
Hf4:h. and down by BucLland and Athficid richc by Aaron l«yon*t farm and home, to f-Tm 
« i mviion with other KritUh fo/ccs in the eastern part of the colony. In the f.ice of this, 
*<"«n l.yon .ind the committrc did their diuy frarJc»*ly. and rrpcrted the nnmcs of nine 
S'»i*iiieni and InflMcniial reitideniN tif Ashflcld a* "enemies of their c uiiitry and lh.it they 
•h.u:i| be broiitflti to iniincdiaic trial.** Utte of these wait the father-in.law of one of the 
' -.xtiitreiutfii, which nhows the trt'inf situation iu which these nob'e pitriots were paced 
• 4 the fe:irle'is manner in which they performed their dutv. Fortunately the surrender of 
>'4^i»yn<! near Saratoga before hi< pi m of the invasion of Massachusetts was executed. i;ave 
t^ iHe patriots ^reat rejoicing and strenKihened their cause, while it s^eatly depressed the 
i-nc*. aad even woii some of thorn over to the cause uf indepcndcDCc. 
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sister of Aaron, who married Mr. Ellis' sister Sarah. Mrs, 
Martha J. Ellis died in 1886, leaving one son, Harry W., 
born in 1868. They were members of the Christian 
Church. 

(005.) LEONARD ELLIS, third son of David, Jr., 
was born in Springfield, Pa., in 1822. He married Rhoda 
A. Taylor March sth, 1854. They were farmers in North 
Springfield, where Mr. Ellis now resides. Mrs. Ellis died 
in 1879, leaving four children, Elva C, born 1855; Dora S., 
1858; Mina P., 1864, and Fred T., 1865. For his second 
wife Mr. ElHwS married, Oct. 24th, 1883, Miss Adelia E. Mai- 
lory, a very refined and accomplished lady. 

Dora S. Ellis married Curtis Crew July 19th, 1880. 
Their children are Carl Ellis, born 1881, and Claud Crew, 
1885. They live in Ashtabula, Ohio, where Mr, Crew is an 
engineer. Mina P. Ellis is a very efficient school teacher. 

(607.) PETER ELLIS, son of David, Jr., was bom in 
Springfield, Pa., May i8th, 1824. He married Violet Daven- 
port Feb. nth, 1845. They are thriving farmers, living but 
a few rods from where David Ellis, Sr., settled in Spring- 
field. They have three children living: George Wilbur, 
born 1852; Hazen W., 1854, ^"^ Orman F., 1858. 

George W. married Louisa L. Kohler March 21st, 1877, 
in Erie, Pa. 

Hazen W. lives on the farm with his parents. 

Orman F. married Louisa C.Shetler May 24th, 1883, and 
they have two children, LeRoy F., born 1884, ^"^ Carrie, 
1886. 

Mrs. Violet Ellis was born Oct. 3d, 1826. She was a ! 
daughter of Paul Davenport, who was born in Colerain, ; 
Mass., May 12th, 1796. He died Oct. isth, 1881. His' 
wife, Rachel, was born in Colerain Nov. 2Sth, 1798, and' 
died July 29th, 1884. 

(609). SARAH ELLIS^ youngest daughter of David 
Ellis, Jr., was born in Springfield, Pa., in 1827. She mar- 
ried Mr. Aaron Wilson and resided in Springfield, where 
Mr. Wilson is a farmer and painter by trade. They have 
one child living, Clara L., born 1866, who is engaged io 
teaching. 
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(611.) OltMAN F.^EILIS was born in Springfield, 
Pa., Feb. 5th, 1829. He was a farmer and lived in Spring- 
field until his death, May 25lh, 1870. He married Martha 
K. Nelson Sept. 23d, 1863. ^^''S- Ellis was born Nov. iSlh, 
iS.|0, in Cussewajjo, Crawford Co., Pa. Mrs. Ellis was 
ifie youngest daughter of James A. Nelson and his wife, 
Jane l^atterson, daughter of James and Nancy (Holt) Pat- 
terson, early residents of Springfield, Pa. All these people 
were Baptists. Since her husband's death Mrs. Ellis has 
lived in Eric, Pa. She has two children, Frank. H., hcfrn 
Nov. 25th, 1865, and Charles M.,born March 6th, 1869. 
Krank H. is an engineer in Leavenworth, Kansas. Charles 
M. lives with his mother in Erie. 

Mr. Orman Flower Ellis was a man of strict sobriety, 
uprightness and intelligence. He was over six feet high 
and well proportioned — a splendid specimen of physical de- 
velopment. He was a member of the Christian Church, 
and could ably defend its doctrines. He was a great reader 
and a well-informed man; in politics, an ardent Republican, 
lie was a man who had the friendship and good will of all 
with whom he was acquainted. 



Clillclrefi of A%el CIHm (ao9>» of Mamcilleii* 01ilo« Orancl« 

clilldreii of Jolin, Jr. (68)t of Mlleiit M. V*» Great-arrand- 

GlillUretB of Uent. joltit« ttr. (i5>« aud Oreat-sT^nt* 

STatidclilldreii of Rldiard* of Aslilleld. 

li'rotti 621 to 693. 

(»21.) EDWARD ELLIS; eldest son of Azel Ellis, 
was born in Cayuga Co., N. Y., November 7th, 1831. He 
was a carpenter and builder. He died August 17th, 1857, 
at IVIarseilles, Ohio. He was unmarried. 

(622.) PHEBE ELLIS, eldest daughter of Azel, was 
born in Cayuga Co., N. Y., April 30th, 1834. ^^^ married 
Mr, John Winslow, March 3d, 1853, in Marseilles, Ohio. 
They had one child, Harriet Winslow. Mr. and Mrs. Wins- 
low both died about two years after their marriage. Their 
daughter Harriet was raised by her aunt, Mrs. Lydia Terry 
in Canon City, Colorado, where she now lives. 
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(6230 LYDIA ELLIS, youngest child of Azel Ellis, 
was born November 30th, 1841. She was educated at Mar- 
seilles, Ohio, and at 16 years of age became a teacher, which 
occupation she Ibllowed several years. In 1865, she married 
Mr. John H. Terry, and they settled in Colorado. Mr. Ter- 
ry was born in Marion County, Ohio, April 21st, 1838. He 
was engaged in mining and milling at Black Hawk, Col., 
until 1870, when he removed to Canon City, Col., where he 
now resides. He was elected County Judge in 1872, and 
again in 1880. He is now extensively engaged in farming 
and stock raising. They have three children, William L., 
born 1866; NcUic, 1872, and Joe, 1874. 



Clillclren of HIratii Elllfi (9i4)t of BUles* C^aynara Co.* N* V. 

6x7 to 6s9* 

(627.) REV. ELISHA ELLIS was born in Niles, N. 
Y., in 1837. In 1856, he married Miss Lovina Welden, and 
they have three children: Edwin, born 1858; Egbert, 1866, 
and Clark, 1874. ^^* ^'^^^ ^"^^^ ordained as a minister in 
the Christian denomination in 1869, to which he gives his 
entire time and labor. He resides at Westbury, Cayuga Co., 
N. Y. Mr. Ellis was a soldier in the Union army three years. 

(629.) HANNAH ELLIS, daughter of Hiram Ellis, 
was born in Niles, in 1834. She married William Cole, in 
1856, .ind had three children: Clovy, Edwin and Ella. Mr. 
Cole was a soldier in the Union army, and died in the ser- 
vice. His wife died in 1873. | 



Clilldreii of Capt. Hllalin KIIIb (9t6)t at Pariner0irllle» 
POMey C0.9 Indiana. 630 to 638. 

(630.) NANCY ELLIS, eldest child of Elisha, was 
born at Farmersville, Ind., in 1829. In 1848 she married H. 
W. Holleman, and had two children: Elizabeth, born 1849, 
and Elisha, 1850. The latter died in 1858. Mr. and Mrs. 
Holleman both died in 1852. Elizabeth Holleman married 
Richard Russell. 
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(G.t2.) ELIZA^HETII ELLIS, born in 1831, married 
Felix Duckworth in 1849. ^^^ ^^^^ '" 1853, leaving two 
children, both of whom have since died. Mr. Duckworth 
was born about 1S28, and died in 1872. 

(636.) ANN ELLIS, born in 1836, married Sidney 
Allyn, of Farmersville, in 1854. ^^^* Allyn died in 1884. 
They have five children, all born in Farmersville. Hannah 
Allyn, born 1855, married Lee Frothingham, and they have 
two children: Sylvia and Sidney. 

Thena Allyn, born 1857, married Neal Reno, and they 
have two children. 

Elisha Allyn married Laura Lewis, and they have one 
child. 

Indiana Allyn, born 1867, lives with her mother in Far- 
mersville. 

(688.) JOHN DAVID ELLIS^ youngest son of Capt. 
Elisha Ellis, was born in Farmersville, Ind., in 1839. He 
married Harriet Russell in 1862, and resides in Farmersville. 
They have had six children: Klisha, born 1863; Samuel, a 
twin brother of Elisha, died the same year; Grant, 1865; 
John, 1870; Jay, 1872, and Birchard, 1876. All live in Far- 
mersville. 

Mr. John D«ivid Ellis is a farmer on the homestead of his 
parents. 



Cliilclreii of Klclinrcl lailM (si8)« of Jactison, Hardin Co.* 

OlttOf Orandcltlldrcu of John ClllA, Jr. (68), of 

Miles, Caynsra Co.» N. V. From 640 to 650. 

( 640. ) ISAAC NEWTON ELLIS, son of Richard, was 
born in Niles, N. T., January 22d, 1829, and now lives at 
Marseilles, Ohio. He owns the place which his mother pur- 
chased and lived on after the death of her husband, in 1853. 
He is unmarried and lives with his sister and her husband, 
Mrs. and Mr. Phillips, 
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(642.) CATHARINE ELLIS was born in Niles, N. 
Y., April 2ist, 1833, She married Dr. C J. Rodig, July 
15th, 1854, >" Toledo. He was a Lieutenant in the Union 
army, and was killed at the battle of Nashville, Tenn., Octo- 
ber i6lh, 1864, leaving two children: Johanna and Lena. 
Johanna married Robert Mouser. 

Mrs. Rodig was again married to Richard Willard, Sep- 
tember sth, 1866. They had four children: Ines, Clara, 
Marion and Clyde. 

Mr. Willard and family reside at Bellbrook, Green Co., 
Ohio. They are Presbyterians. 

(6440 MAB.Y ANN ELLIS, daughter of Richard Ellis, 
was born April i8th, 1837. She married Samuel Phillips in 
Marseilles, Ohio, October nth, 1857. Mr. Phillips was born 
June i8th, 1835. They live in Marseilles. They have had 
ten children, of whom seven are now living. See page 62. 

John W. Phillips, their eldest son, is travelling for a dry- 
goods house in Kansas City, Mo. Eva O. married J. L. 
Hastings, a far.ncr in Hardin Co., Ohio. James E. is in a 
dry-goods store in Marion, Ohio. 

Mr. Samuel Phillips is a member of the Methodist church. 
He was a soldier in the Union army, 144th Ohio National 
Guards. Mrs. Phillips is a Presbyterian. Mr. Phillips car- 
ries on business in Marseilles, 

(6460 WILLIAM M. ELLIS was bom May 2Sth, 1845, 
in Jackson township, Hardin County, Ohio. He married 
Maggie A. Keyes, of Niles, N. Y., January 6th, 1869. She 
was born August 26th, 1843. They have had six children, 
of whom five are now living. See page 62. 

Mr. Ellis was a soldier in the Union army three years, 
Company A, 123d Reg. Ohio Vol. He was in the battle of 
Winchester, Va., was wounded in the breast, the ball passin},' 
through a testament. He was a prisoner in Libby and Belle 
Isle prisons thirty-three days, when he was exchanged and 
joined his regiment, after which, he was in battles at New 
Market, Va., Opequon, Va., Round Top Mountain, Cedar 
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tjcek, Malcher's Run, High Hridge and at Appomattox 
Court House, when the rebels surrendered. Since relurnin}; 
irom the army, he has been in the grocery and dry-goods 
business in Kenton, Ohio, where he now livr»s. 

IC48.) RICUAUl) S. KLLIS was born August loih, 
iS}i. lie died September 23d, 1854, unmarried. 

(6i!M S VL VIA JANE ELL18 was born October 25th, 
1S35. She died in 1S74. She married Mr. John Kishler, 
November 7tli, 1852. They had five children. See page 63. 
Mrs. Kishler was a member of the Presbyterian Church. 
.Mr. Kishler now lives in Marion, Ohio. He is a Presby- 
lerian, as is also his present wife. 



Clilldreii of Hon. Pitts ivlliii (sao)» ofGenescet ^VIhcoiimIh. 
Front 65s to 657. 

(652.) HELEN MINERVA ELLIS, was born at Norili 
Prairie, Waukesha County, Wis., July i6ih, 1842. She was 
married at Genesee, Wis., Nov. 6th, 2861, to Mr. Judson 
Shuhis. They have no children. Their residence is at North 
Prairie, Waukesha Co., Wis. Mr. Shultis has been a mer- 
chant for many years, but is now encraged in farming. 

(65S,) LODOSKA S. ELLIS was born October 26th, 
1845, ^^ Genesee, Wis. She married Mr. Alexander R. 
Benzie, August 2d, 1866. Mr. and Mrs. Benzie are members 
of the Advent Christian Church. They live in Burns, La 
Crosse County, Wis., where Mr. Benzie is a farmer. They 
have five children. See page 63. Mr. Benzie was a soldier 
in the Union army three years. He is of Scotch parentage, 
and is a strictly temperance man. 

(655.) PITTS B. ELLIS was born in Genesee, Wis., 
January 3d, 1851. He married Nellie Doane in 1875. They 
have one child, Richard Claude Ellis, bom in March, 1882. 
They live at Eau Claire, Wis. Mr. Ellis is in the railroad 
employ at Eau Claire. 
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(657.) ANNIE A. ELLIS, youngest child of Hon. Pius 
Ellis, was born at Genesee, Wis., November 20lh, 1854. She 
married Mr. Lewis Barling, Feb. 14th, 1875, i" Genesee. 
He was born in 1848, of English parents. They have no 
children. They reside in Milwaukee, Wis., where Mr. 
Barling is a salesman in a wholesale grocery house. 



Children of Joliti J. Bills (sac), of Seniiett, Cayutra Co*» N. V. 
Prottt 659 to 667. 

(659.) JOHN R* ELLIS was born Oct. 13th, 1839, »" 
Niles, N. Y. His first two wives were sisters named Dirgy. 
Married in Throop, Cayuga Co. By his first wife he had 
one son, Charles, bom about 1863, in Throop. Mr. Ellis 
married his third wife in Cortland Co., N. Y. 

(6GI.) MARTHA ELLIS was born March i6th, 1844, 
in Niles, Cayuga County, N. Y. She married William Wood 
and lived in Throop, N. Y., where her two children were 
born. Eva Wood, the eldest, about 1866. The youngest ' 
died in infancy. 

(663.) MYRON ELLIS was born in Niles, Cayuga Co., 
N. Y., October nth, 1845. He married in Ohio, and has 1 
two children. They reside at Marseilles, Ohio. ! 

(667.) NEWTON S. ELLIS was born in Niles, Cayu- ! 
ga Co., N. Y., December 8ih, 1855. He married Emma 
Amerman in December, 18S5. Mr. Ellis is a book-keeper 
by occupation and now resides in Auburn, N. Y. 



Clilldreii of Benjatiiln ISllls (SS5)» of Hari*clllcs» Olilo. 
669 to 683. 0ee paflre S5» 

(671.) JOHN H. ELLIS was born April i8th, 1843, in 
Niles, N. Y. He married Jane McCleary, and they have 
two children: John and Elenora, both born in Marseilles, Ohio. 
Mr. Ellis and family now live in Kenton, Hardin Co.. Ohio 
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(676.) CLARENCE L. ELLIS, son of Benjamin, was 
born March 24111, 1848. He married Miss Alice Sweet, of 
Dunkirk, Ohio. Dec. nth, 1884. Mr. Ellis is a farmer and 
resides at Marseilles, Ohio. 

(677.) MARY E. ELLIS, daughter of Benjamin, was 
born in Ohio, December 2Sth, 185 1. She married Mr. Vin- 
cent Long. March 27th, 1870. They reside at Marseilles, 
Ohio. They have three children: Arnold Vill Roy, Sylvester 
Hugh, and Charles Russell Long. 

(688.) MELINDA L. ELLIS was born in Ohio, Dec. 
nth, 1861. She lives at Marseilles, Ohio. 



Clilldreit of Ktoenexer Clllii (sa7), of Faritacrsvllle, liidlatiia* 
Kroiu 685 to 695* 

(685.) JULIA ELLIS was born in Farmersville, Ind., 
March i8th, 1840. She married John H. Mockett in Gen- 
esee, Wis., March 14th, i860. M\\ Mockett was born in 
liroadstairs, England, August ist, 1S40. They have four 
children: John H. Jr., Edwin R., Frederick E. and Ebenezer 
E. The two first were bom in Genesee, and the two last in 
Stark, Vernon County, Wis. Mr. Mockett and family reside 
at Lincoln, Nebraska. Mr. M. and -eldest son are engaged 
in Life and Fire Insurance business. Edwin R. is a steno- 
grapher for the Governor of Nebraska, with his office at the | 
Capitol. ! 

(687.) SOrHllONlA ELLIS was born in Farmersville, 
Indiana, Feb. 21st, 1842. She married Richard Hobbs 
Mockett in Genesee, Wis., April 24th, 1S61. They now live 
in Lincoln, Nebraska, where Mr. M. is in Life Insurance 
business. He is a brother of John H. Mockett above, and 
was born in Broadstairs, England, February I3lh, 183S. 
Mr. and Mrs. Mockett have two children, born in Genesee, 
Robert S. and Edith T., both students in the University of 
Nebraska. 
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(681).) EDWIN ELLIS was born in Farmers ville, In- 
diana, February 27th, 1844. He married Eliza J. C. 
Mockett, sister of John H. and Richard H. Mockett above. 
Mrs. Ellis died in 1872, leaving one son, Willie E. Ellis, born 
bVbriuiry r7lh, 1S70, at Janesville, Wisconsin. He lives 
with his uncle and aunt, Richard and Sophronia Mockcil. 
Mr. Edwin Ellis is a locomotive engineer on the Union 
Pacific Railway and resides at Jefferson, Col. He was a 
Union soldier, and served in the 28th Wis. Vol. Infantry over 
three years. 

(C9L) HARRIET ELLIS was born in Farmersville, 
Jnd., September 15, 1847. She married Andrew Dean, at 
Stark, Wis., January ist, 1869. They now live at Arkansas 
City, Kansas, and have five children. Mr. Dean was born 
in Medina, Ohio, July i8th, 1847. Of their children, Mabel 
was born in Wisconsin, Nov. 26th, 1869. Nellie in Wiscon- 
sin, June 13th, 1872. Asa, Dec. 7th, 1875. Ellis, Nov. 13th, 
1877, and Mary, May loth, 1880. The last three were born 
in Cuming County, Nebraska. 

(GV:i.) riTTS ELLIS, son of Ebenezer, was born at 
Farmersville, Indiana, on a farm three miles east o( Mount 
Vernon, January 23d, 1852. He moved, in the spring of ' 
1859 with ^'^ parents, to Genesee, Wis., and in 1866 to Viola, 
Richland County, Wis. In July, 1880, Mr. Ellis married 
Miss Olive L. Rose, at Scranton, Green County, Iowa. In 
1881, Mr. Ellis' family settled in Arkansas City, Kansas, 
where he is engaged in buying and shipping grain. His 
parents, Ebenezer and wife, now reside with him. 

(61)5.) MARY ELLIS, youngest child of Ebenezer 
Ellis, was born at Farmersville, Ind., Nov. 2Sth, 1854. She 
married Frank Clark, April 14th, 1876. Mrs. Clark died 
Dec. 22d, 1879; Mr. Clark died in Dec, 1880. They had 
two children, Clara and Samuel. The latter was born Dec. 
14th, 1879, "' Cuming County, Neb., and died in August, 
1880. Clara E., the eldest, lives with her grand-parents in 
Dexter, Mich. 
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Cliilclreii of Aiitliony W. GIIIh (2jf )f of 0'%%'afico« cayuiru 

County* Bf. Y. From 708 to 7x3. 

(708.) ELIAS ELLIS was born Nov. loth, 1844, at 
Owasco, N. Y. He married Elizabeth Duryca in Novom- 
licr, 1865, They are farmers in Owasco, on a farm adjoining 
Mr. JCIlis* ihlhcr, Anthony W. Ellis. Mrs. Ellis is a dauj/h- 
icr of lienjamin Duryea, of Niles, Cayuga County, N. Y. 
Her mother was Huldah Forbush, half-sister to Cyrus and 
lulward D. Ellis. See page 112. 

(710.) ISAAC NEWTON ELLIS was born at Owasco 
.V. Y., April 7th, 1846* He is unmarried, and a farmer and 
lives with his parents in Owasco. 

(713.) DELLA JANE ELLIS, youngest child of An- 
liiony W. Ellis, was born at Owasco, Feb. I3lh, 1864. She 
married Joseph W. Brinkerhoff, October 32d, 1884. They 
are farmers at Owasco, N. Y. 



Clilldreti of Cyrufi Glllii (Sjju of Mlleii« Cayus:a County, 

M. v., CSrandcliildreii of Kdward £llitt {you ol 

Miles, N. V.t Great-srrandolilldreii of Uent. 

J0I111 115) aud Great*in'ent-iirrHnd« 

clilldren of Rlcliard Sills 

of Anlifield. From 

71S to 7Ji« 

(715.) EUWAUD D. ELLIS, eldest son of Cyrus, was^ 
horn in Niles, N. Y., about five miles north of Moravia, 
April 2d, 1S26. He marricil Mary Camp in December, 1850. 
They had two children: Camp, bom 1851, and Mary, 1858. 
Camp Ellis lives in Dennison, Iowa, is married and has two 
children. Mary Ellis married Mr. Stark; has two children, 
and lives at Sioux Falls, Dakota. 

Mr. Edward D. Ellis was a soldier in the Union army, 
and died in the service while at Chattanooga, Tenn., March 
: ill, 1865. Mr. Ellis settled at Omro, Wis., in 1856, and was* 
living at that place when he enlisted in the army. 
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(717.) POLLY ELLIS was born at Niles, N. Y., June 
6lh, 1828. She married Thomas W. Baker, Oct. 11, 1854, 
Mr. Baker died in 1877. Mr. Baker was a lumberman at 
Manitowac, Wis. They had three children: Clara, bom 
1855. Emma, 1856, and Ellis Baker, 1863. Clara Baker 
married, July 13th, 1874, ^^' W. H. Curtis, a homeopathic 
physician of Owasco, N. Y. Their children are: Lulu May, 
Nellie V.,and Fred A. Curtis. Emma Baker married, Dec. j 
28lh, 1875, Dorr Van Arsdale, a farmer in Moravia, N. Y. ; 
Mrs. Polly Baker now lives with and is house-keeper for her j 
brother Birch Ellis. j 

(719.) MINEBYA ELLIS, daughter of Cyrus, was ' 
bom in Niles, Nov. i6th, 1829. She was married in Niles, j 
February sth, 1852, to Edward H. Deuel. Mrs. Deuel died 
Dec. i6th, 1872, leaving one child: Mary Jane, who married 
in 1880 George Conklin, a farmer, of Niles. They have 
one child: Eddy Conklin. Mr. Edward H. Deuel was born 
August 20th, 1819, in Stamford, Duchess County, N. Y. 

(721.) CLARISSA ELLIS was born March 15th, 1832. 
She married Edgar Selover, of Niles, Dec. 29111, 1880. They 
are farmers and live in Owasco, N. Y. 

(723.) HIRAM ELLIS was born in Niles, N. Y., March 
28th, 1834. He married Margaret Van Eiten, July 7lh, 
1859. They are farmers in Niles. They have two children: 
Levi L.,born 1861, and Henry, 1863. Levi L.Ellis married 
Lura Bissell, of Owasco, N. Y., July 4th, 1882. They have 
one child: Hattie, born December 31st, 1884. 

(726.) CYRUS ELLIS> JR.. was born in Niles, March 
20th, 1836. He was a soldier of the Union army and died 
in the service at Brownsville, Arkansas, Sept. 5th, 1863. He 
enlisted at Manitowoc, Wis., in 1862, in the 27th Regiment, 
Wis. Volunteers. 

(727.) RIRCU ELLIS was born at Niles, N. Y.,July 

3rd, 1838. He married Gertrude Selover, of Niles, Nov. 

'7th, 1866, Uis wife died August I9lh, 1871, leaving one 

child: Gertie S. Ellis, born July 17th, 1871. Mrs. Ellis was 
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born Dec. 28th, 1837. Mr. Ellis «ind daughter now live in 
Auburn, N, Y., where Mr. Ellis is engaged in the insurance 
business. He is a strong temperance man and is widely 
noted for his firm political and temperance principles. Mr. 
Ellis was a soldier in the Union army and wais the only one 
of four sons of his father's family who returned alive. Mis 
three brothers gave their lives to the cause of liberty and 
Union. Mr. Birch Ellis enlisted Sept. 15th, 1863, in Battery 
C, ist Wisconsin Heavy Arliller}'. He was in the battles of 
Chattanooga, Mission Ridge, and Lookout Mountain. He 
was mustered out at the close of the war, Oct. 17th, 1865. 

(729.) IIEXIIY F. ELLIS was born in Nilcs, N. Y., 
Feb. pth, 1843. He was a Union soldier, and died in the ser- i 
vice at New Orleans, Louisiana, April 20th, 1S63. He | 
enlisted at Auburn, N. Y., in the 7Sth Regiment, N. Y. Vol. 

(731.) MILES M. ELLIS, youngest child of Cyrus 
Ellis, was born in Niles, N. Y., July 8th, 1846. He married 
Ellen M. Cleveland, of Sempronius, N. Y., Feb. 23d, 1S70. 
He lived on the farm with his parents until their death. Ho 
moved to Hastings, Adams County, Nebraska, in April, 18S6, 
where he is in the real estate and loan business. Mr. and 
Mrs. Ellis have five children: Arthur C, bom in Nilcs, 
March Sih, 1872; Fred, Feb. 5th, 1875; Cyrus II., May 
i6ih, 1876; Herbert L., Aug. 5th, 1880, and Frank, Sept. 
X4th, 18S6, in Hastings, Nebraska. It is said that Mr. Ellis' 
father, Cyrus Ellis (233), was the first male child born in the 
town of Niles or Sempronius, in 1799. 



Cliliarcii of lloii. iCtl^arcl U. ICIlIt* i;ijs)» of Motiroc, lillclu 
From 7JJ to 740* 

{TMl.) UAllY MINERVA ELLIS was born at Mon- 
roe, Mich., Nov. 19th, 1831. She married Dr. E. R. Ellis, 
(751) of Dolroil, Mich. For furlher sketch of her, sec No. 
751, pages 254 and 257. 
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(735.) AMEIJA ELLIS was born in Monroe, Mich., 
Dec. 17th, 1833. After the death of her father in 1848, she 
lived with friends in central New York for several years, 
after which, she resided in Chicajjo, 111., with her brother John 
for :i time. She never married, and was never of robu.st 
health, being alllictcd with rheumatism most of Iter li(e. She 
died in Detroit, Mich., Jan. 7lh, 1887. She had lived for ten 
or twelve years past with her si.ster Minerva, and after the 
death of the latter, with her husband and family. She was 
a Presbyterian, and a woman of good character, generosity 
and unusual industry. Her great desire was to be just and 
do good to all. 

(736.) E. CUAULES ELLIS was born in Monroe, 
Mich., June 23d, 1835. He never married. He was a Union 
soldier, and, after the war, went west, and no report of him 
has been had for many years. 

(737.) JOHN C. C. ELLIS was born in Monroe, Mich., 
June 2d, 1837. Dec. 24th, 1863, he was married in Lansing, 
Mich., to Miss Lucy Jane Whitaker, and they went to Chi- 
cago, 111., where they resided and rai.sed their family of three 
children. About 1875, Mr. Ellis, being in feeble health, 
went to Florida and the south to spend a few months in 
travel. The last report of him was from Memphis at a time 
when an epidemic of yellow fever was raging. There was 
an extensive scattering of the people in all directions, and \ 
Mr. Ellis' name was reported soon after among the dead in | 
Louisville, Ky. Mr. Ellis was a man of strict integrity and j 
sobriety. Like his father, he wns quite a politician and ' 
stump speaker in political campaigns. His wife was born in ! 
Detroit, Mich., in 1844. ^^^ ^^ ^ woman of good sense, 
uncommon industry and devotion to her family. For her 
second husband, she married Mr. Charles Case, of Canon 
City, Colorado, where they now reside. Mr. Case is a prom- 
inent and highly respected man there, engaged in railroad 
business. 

Mr. Ellis* children are: Harriet A., born Oct. i6th, 1864; 
Ada L., Nov. 3d, 1866, and Lewis T., October 26th, 1869. 
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Harriet A. Ellis married, in 1882, Mr. E. J. Reilly, and 
they reside at South Pueblo, Col. Ada L. Ellis was a school 
teacher, is now married and lives at South Pueblo. 

Lewis T. Ellis lives with his mother, Mrs. Case and Mr. 
Cnso, in Canon Cily. He is said lo be a very scholarly and 
proinisinjj younj; man. 

(739.) ELIZABETH T. ELLIS was born in Monroe. 
Mich., October 7th, 1841. She lived in Chicago the later 
j-cars of her life with her mother and brother John C. Ellis. 
About 1867 she married Mr. Louis Voyer, and they went 
lo Louisville, Kj'., where she died the following year. She 
w<is a very amiable and scholarly young woman. 

(7*0.) BENJAMIN P. ELLIS, youngest child of Hon. 
Edward D. Ellis, was born in Detroit, Mich., Sept. 4th, 1844. 
When four years of age his father died and he went to Niies, 
N. Y., in care of his uncle Cyrus Ellis (233). Here he lived 
with Mr. Lloyd Slade, of Sempronius, until the breaking out 
of the rebellion, when he enlisted in the Union army, Com- 
pany A. 75th Reg., N. Y. Vol. He was but 16 years of 
age, and as lie was quite small, he was advised to go into the 
service as an oflicer^s assistant, but he declined this, and in- 
sisted on carrj'ing a gun and being a thorough soldier. He 
was a soldier about four years, and went through the entire 
war. Just before the time for his discharge, from exposure 
and fatigue, he was attacked with mental derangement, 
and was transferred to the Government hospital for insane 
at Washington, D. C, of which institution he has been an 
inmate ever since. As a young man, he is said to have been 
remarkably bright, scholarly and promising, strictly sober, 
upright and conscientious. Patriotism and duty were strong 
with him. His company ofEcers say of him that "he was 
."(teady, reliable, obedient in discipline, always in his place, 
and in every way a model soldier." It was said that he was 
the "literary man " of his company, so fond was he of read- 
ing, and in foraging parties books were the first thing which 
lie sought to secure. 
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Cbliareii of Dca. Micliard F:illf» (a39\ of Dciaiiiff, MIcta. 

Grniiclclillclreti of Oca. Dlniiclc Ellin (7«), Orcat- 

ffranclcltllflrcii of Meut. Joliii EIIIa < 15), aiicl 

C^rcnt-firrenl-icraiiclclillclreii of Rlcli- 

arcl UlUu^ all of Aalinelcl. 

From 749 to 751. 

(749.) C. DIMICK ELLIS was born in Pitlstown, 
(Boynlonville) Rensselaer County, N. Y., Sept. 24th, 1829. 
Li the spring of 1844 he removed with his parents to Beld- 
ing, (Otisco township), Mich, where he now resides on the 
farm on which his parents settled in 1844. This farm is on 
the north side of Flat River, part of which is now included 
in the thriving village of Belding. Besides farming, Mr. 
Ellis deals in agricultural machines and implements of all 
kinds. He is a prominent citizen, and has been town super- 
visor three years. April 30lh, 1862, he married Miss Eliza 
Antoinette Lockwood, of Grand Rapids, Mich. Mrs. Ellis 
was born in Clinton, Mich., in 1842, but lived most of her 
youth at Grand Rapids. She is a woman of unusual beauty, 
purity and loveliness of character, beloved by all. For 20 
years or more she has been a member of the New Jerusa- 
lem Church. Her father, Mr. Edward Lockwood, now 79 
years old, lives with her. Her mother died in Boone, Iowa, 
in 1884, and her sister, Mrs. Louisa Church, at the same 
place, in May, 1887. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ellis have two children, both born at Beld- 
ing: Mae, 1863, and William E., 1867. Both reside 
at home, where William E. works the farm. Mr. Dimick 
Ellis' mother, Hannah Ranney Ellis (240), born in AshfieUl 
in 1805, still lives with him on the farm where she and her 
husband, Dea. Richard Ellis (239), settled in 1844. 

(761.) DR. ERASTUS E. ELLIS, youngest child of 
Dca. Richard Ellis, was born at Pittstown, N. Y., March 
3rd, 1832. At 12 years of age his parents settled in Otisco, 
(now Belding) Ionia County, Mich., where he helped to clear 
up a farm of wild land and erect the buildings thereon. 
Mechanics being more to his taste than farming, he, from 16 
to 19 years of age took jobs, a portion of the time to put up 
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buildings. In 185 1 and '52 he attended St, Mark's College 
in Grand Rapids, and look courses in surveying and engineer- 
ing. In August, 1853, his uncle, Dr. John Ellis, of Detroit, 
offered him special advantages for studying medicine, which 
he accepted. In 1854 ^"^ '55 he attended the medical de- 
partment of the University of Michigan at Ann Arbor. In 
1857 he graduated at the Cleveland Homeopathic College, 
and began practice at Owosso, Mich. At the end of one 
year he settled in Grand Rapids, where he practised until the 
fall of 1867, when he removed to Detroit, where he now 
resides. 

April 22d, 1857, Dr. Ellis married Minerva Ellis (733), a 
second cousin, daughter of Hon. Edward D. Ellis (235), of 
Detroit. They were married in Bclding by Elder Wilson 
Mosher, of the Christian Church. They have had five child- 
ren: Elizabeth B., Helen M., Jessie R., Edward D., and 
Anna Belle. 

Elizabeth Burpee Ellis, born in Owosso, Mich., May i8th, 
1858, graduated at the Detroit High School and was a Icacher 
for six or seven years. June 30lh, 18S7, she married Alex- 
ander Marcus Gunn, of Heppner, Oregon. Mr. Gunn car- 
ries on blacksmithing business in Heppner, and has a large 
ranch a few miles from that town^ Himself and wife are 
members of the New Jerusalem Church. He was born in 
St. Thomas, Ontario, January loth, 185 1. His parents, Mar- 
cus and Catharine McPherson Guna were born in Scotland. 
Mr. Marcus Gunn was born about 1800, and his second wife, 
Catharine, about 1824. Mr. Gunn died in London, Ontario, 
in 1878. He was a printer, and published the St. Thomas 
"Observer" for a number of years. His children were: Jessie 
M., married Thomas Truesdale, and they reside at Cedar 
Grove, N.J. ; Emily J., married Giles Reed, and they live 1 
in Kingston, New Mexico; Isabel lives in Kingston, New 
Mexico; Alexander M. (and wife, above mentioned) in Hepp- 
ner, Oregon; John C, Charlotte and Nellie. The last three 
live with their mother in London, Ontario. 
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Mr. A. M. Giinn left London, Canada, in 1879, ^^^ ^^^ 
West. Me spent a short time in California, and then settled 
in llcppner, the county seat of Morrow County, Oregon. 

Helen Minerva Ellis was born in Grand Rapids, Mich., 
I )cc. 2d, 1S60. She is a graduate of the Detroit 1 lijjh School 
and a member of the New Jerusalem Church in Detroit. 
She married Mr. J. Seward Andrews Sept. nth, 1883, and 
they have one daughter: Marion E.,l)orn August 24th, 1885. 
Mr. and Mrs. Andrews have a fine residence at 950 Fourth 
Ave., Detroit. Mr. Andrews was born in Detroit Sept. 2d, 
1S51. I lis father, John L., was a Captain on the lakes lor 
many j'ears. His mother now lives on Fourth Avenue, near 
her son. Her children are: Josephine E., a teacher in Col- 
orado; James Seward (above), Letta C, who married Dr. 
John J. Hood, and after his death in 1884, his brother, Peter 
M. Hood, of New Paltz, N. Y., in 1886, where they now 
reside, and Prudence K., born 1856, died 1883. in Detroit. 

Captain John L. Andrews was born in Vermont April 7lh, 
1821. His father, Joel Andrews, sr., was born in Vermont 
Feb. 27th, 1785. He was a blacksmith, and settled in 
Michigan about 1823 or 24, at or near Newport, on the St. 
Clair river, where he died of cholera about 1832. Captain 
John L. Andrews* wife (mother of J. Seward Andrews 
above), was Miss Caroline Guedelt, born in Walkerville, 
Canada (opposite Detroit), May 7th, 1827. Her father, 
Joseph Guodett, died when she was young. Her mother 
afterwards married a Mr. Crampton, and now lives at Si. 
Clair, Mich., a very aged lady. 

Jessie Ranney Ellis w«is born in Grand Rapids, Mich., 
February I7lh, 1863. She attended the Detroit High School 
three years, after which she learned telegraphy, which she 
has since followed. She is a member of the New Jerusalem 
Church, of Detroit. 

Edward Dimick Ellis (named from his maternal grandfather 
23s) was born in Grand Rapids, Mich., April 19th, 1867. He 
attended the Detroit High School three years, and at 18 years 
of age entered a wholesale hardware store. He is now liv- 
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ing in Grand Rapids, Mich., and is salesman and purchasinr^ 
ajjent for Belknap Brothers' wagon and iron works. He is 
a member of the Detroit Light Guard, and also of a company 
in Grand Rapids, and lakes much inlcrcst in military affairs. 

Anna IVlk! Kllis, yoimgcst chikl of Dr. Eraslus R. and 
Minerva KIlis, was born in Detroit, Dec. nth, 1873, She 
died June 8lh, 1874, ^ delicate but very bright child. 

Mrs. Minerva Ellis, (5-ee 733, page 251) wife of Dr. E. 
R. Ellis, was a woman of uncommon worth, purity and 
strength of mind and character. When quite young she 
learned type-setting in her father's printing office, which she 
followed after his death in 1848, and until about the time of 
licr marriage in 1857. In early life, she joined the Detroit 
Society of the New Jerusalem Church, to which she was 
devotedly attached for over thirty-three years. She under- 
stood the doctrines of the church, it was said, more thor- 
u^hly than any other member, and that she lived them 
most conscientiously all agreed. While she entertained 
very decided opinions on morality and religious subjects, she 
was never obtrusive in presenting, although ever ready to de- 
fend them. In all respects Mrs. Ellis was a most devoted 
wife and mother, one whose memory is worthy of endur- 
ance forever. She died in Detroit Aug. i6th, 1884, of 
acute inflammation of the brain. 



Clilidreu of l^nvls Cllls (241), of nelclltiir, Sllch. 754 to 757. 

(754 .) GEORGE B. ELLIS was born in Ashfield, Mass., 
in 1837. When live years of age his parents moved to Olisco, 
Mich., and .settled at what is now Belding, on the north side 
ol Flat River, where they now live. George B. was a very 
bright and promising young man. He died in 1851. His 
parents had lost live other children, all sons, in infancy, one 
of whom, John, ilied before their removal to Michigan. 

(755.) GEORGE W. ELLIS^ youngest son of Lewis 
l:;ilis, was born in Belding, Mich., Sept. 26th, 1851. He 
aiicnded the schools at home and afterwards the High School 
in Chicago, III. When about 21 years of age he enteretl the 
silk store of Belding Bros. & Co., Chicago branch. He also 
was traveling salesman for the same firm for several years, 
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until 1881, when he was made manager of the Philadelphia 
house of the same company. This branch of the business, 
by skill and good management, he has built up and increased 
to a very flourishing condition. As his father is aged and 
in poor health, he carries on the farm at Belding, which he 
superintends and visits two or three limes a year. He is a 
man of uncommon worth, talent, business capacity and integ- 
rity. Mr. Ellis married Miss Sophia Sheridan Belding, in 
Chicago, June 28th, 1877. M^^s Sheridan was bom near 
Brooklyn, N. Y., July loih, 1852. At an early age she was 
adopted into the family of Mr. and Mrs. Hiram H. Belding, 
of Chicago. Mrs. Ellis is a very bright and highly respected 
woman. They live in Philadelphia, Pa. Their home is on 
the heights of Germantown Avenue, No. 5304, a beautiful 
and healthful locality, and historical as being the ground on 
which the battle of Germantown was fought between the 
American forces under Washington, and the British, during 
the Revolution. Although this is nine miles from Mr. 
Ellis^ place of business, the cars take him back and forth in 
about twenty minutes* lime, and from forty to fifty train.s 
pass over the road each day, 

(757.) MABY L. ELLIS, youngest child of Lewis 
Ellis, was born at Belding, Mich., 1854. She married Fred. 
E. Ranney, in 1875, ^^^ ^^^Y *^^ve three children: Ellis W., 
born 1878; Carrie L., 1880, and Haltie B. Ranney, 1883. 

Mr. Ranney was born in AshBeld, Mass., in 1853. His 
parents were Charles Ranney and Nancy Davis, his second 
wife. Mr. Charles Ranney was a brother of Hannah Ran- 
ny (240) and a son of Jesse Ranney, who purchased of 
David Ellis, in 1818, the old Reuben Ellis farm (see page 69). 
Mr. Fred. E. Ranney was bom and reared on this place. 
When a young man he went to Belding, where he now lives. 
He is superintendent and general manager of the Belding; 
Refrigerator Works, where, from 12 to 15 thousand elegant 
household refrigerators are made annually, and shipped to all 
parts of the world. This is one of the large manufacturinj; 
industries in Belding, established mainly by the Belding' 
Brothers (see page 117). Mr. and Mrs. Ranney are very 
worthy, intelligent and highly respected citizens of Beldiuj,'. 
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Clitldren of Dr. Joliii Ellis (Z4S)% of ?Cew York Cttr* 

(759.) ALFRED ELLIS was born in Detroit, Mich., in 
May. 1847. He died in July, 1848. 

(760.) WILBUR DIXON ELLIS, son and only child 
livinjj of Dr. John Ellis, was born in Detroit, Mich., Sept. 
13th, 1848. When about twelve years of ajje his father 
moved from Detroit to New York City, where they both 
now reside. Mr. W. D. Ellis attended the public schools of 
Detroit and New York, and also the High School in the 
latter city. When a young man he was employed for a 
time in the New York silk house of Belding Bros., until he 
was about twenty years of age, when he became interested 
with his father in the manufacture and sale of lubricating 
oils. Mr. Theo. M. Leonard became a partner, and throu<jh 
their united efforts a very large business has resulted. (See 
page 180.) Their New York store and depot is at 157 
Chambers street, and their oil works or refinery at Edge- 
water, N. J., directly across the Hudson rivrr from the tomb 
of Gen. Grant. Mr. Ellis is also extensively engaged in 
catile and horse raising in Montana, where he has three 
extensive " ranches,*' or ranges. These are near Big Tim- 
ber, on the Northern Pacific Railroad, and not far north 
from the famous Yellowstone National Park. Into this 
pursuit Mr. Ellis has put considerable money and a great 
(leal of enthusiasm in breeding and raising superior and 
ihoroughbred horses and cattle. He usually spends a few 
weeks or months of the hot season in that section for 
recreation, as well as business. Mr. Ellis is a man of 
iinusuiil business capacity, talent and success. Himself and 
wife have traveled extensively in Europe, as well as all 
parts of this country. They have an elegant brown-stone 
ri'sidencc at 13': West 72nd street. New York City, within 
one block of the elevated railroad and Central Park. 

Seventy-second street, on which Mr. Ellis resides, runs 
from Central Park about sbcty rods westerly to the bank of 
il»e Hudson river, where it joins the lower end of the great 
Riversiilo Boulevanle, the most elegant driveway on this 
roniinenl. The latter winds along the blufls of the river for 
about three miles, to its upper end, where it terminates in a 
wide plateau, on which is situated the tomb, and proposed 
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monument of General Grant. This locality overlooks the 
Hudson, and is one of the most sightly about New York. 
Mr. Ellis married Miss Harriet Delta Chittenden, in 
Albany, N. Y., Sept. ist, 1875. Mrs, Ellis was born in Nichols, 
Tioga Co., N. Y., Jan. 22d, 1853. Her parents were Curlis 
B. Chittenden, born in Durham, Greene Co.. N. Y.,June 
30th, 1825, and his wife, Harriet Tutton, born in Westbury, 
Wiltshire, England, June 13th, 1838. She died in New York 
City^ October ist, 1881. Mr. Chittenden is now living in 
Montana. Mrs. H. Delta Ellis was reared moslly in Albany, 
where her parents resided. She is a woman oi uncommon 
refinement, generosity and sociability. 



MATTHEW ELLIS 



JL25TJD S3:XS JDESCIES IT X),A.3a"TS. 



(13.) MATTHEW FLLIS, third son and sixth child 
of Richard Ellis, of Ashfield, was born in Easton, Mass., 
Dec. 19th, 1739. When the earlier pages of this book were 
printed but very little trace of him, and none of his descend- 
ants, had been found. (See pages 17 and 74.) Diligent 
inquiry since then has enabled the writer to give herewith 
some account of him and his posterity. His name and dale 
oi birth is found, with that of Richard Ellis' other children, 
in Easton. In the early records of Huntstown (now 
Ashfield), where Richard Ellis settled in about 1742, 
Matthew's name is found in several places. When Richard 
left Huntstown, and settled in Colerain, Mass., about 176^, 
Matthew went with him, and according to later reports 
remained there until his death, about the year 1800. About 
1775 Matthew Ellis married Miss Hannah Clark, of Cole- 
rain. (Her name is given as Hannah and Anna Clark.) 

As to Miss Clark's parentage, or to which family of 
Clarks she belonged, does not now appear. She may have 
been a daughter of the William Clark mentioned on page 
75. The Clarks were numerous in Colerain. 

As stated on page 13, Richard Ellis kept a country store 
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in Colerain from 1764 to about the close of the Revolution- 
ary War. In his account book the writer finds the names 
of Clarks as follows, under dates from 1765 to 1768 : 
William Clark the First, William Clark the Second, James 
Clark, Goorgc Clark, John Clark, Alexander Clark, all of 
Colcniin ; Samuel Clark, John Clark and James Clark, Jr., 
of Halifax, and Alexander Clark, of Deerfield. (Halifax is 
in Vermont, and is the first town on the north of Colerain. 
Decrlield is about ten miles southeast from Colerain.) 

In Richard Ellis' account book is found these charges : 
"Jan., 1773. — William Clark, Dr., to cuttinij rail-cuts by 
Matthew, 155." "May, 1769.— John Stewart, Cr., by paid 
Matthew, £1 : 15s." 

Matthew Ellis had ten children — seven sons and three 
daughters, Jis follows : Jane, Noah, Seth, Levi, Lurena, 
Enos, Eliphalet, Reuben, Sally and David, all born in 
Colerain. The youngest, David, was born in 1798. When 
he was about two years of age his father died. Soon after 
his mother, Matthew's widow, married a Mr. Haskell, and 
removed with her children to Keene, N. H., about forty 
miles northeasterly from Colerain. Some years later she 
removed to Thetford, Vt., which is near the Connecticut 
river and about ninety miles north of Colerain. As her 
children grew up they scattered to various parts of the 
country, except Noah and Seth, who settled on farms in 
Thetford, where they raised families and lived to old age^ 

JANE ELLIS> eldest child of Matthew Ellis, was born 
in Colerain, Mass., about 1776. She married Caleb Brooks. 
They lived in Vermont, and had four children : Joseph, 
William, Caleb and Mary. William Brooks raised a large 
family. Joseph had none. Josepli, William and Mary 
Brooks lived and died in or near Antwerp, Jeflerson Co., 
N. Y.; also their parents. 

NOAH ELLIS, eldest son of Matthew, was born in 
Colerain Dec. 9th, 1777. He married Miss Nancy Dow, of 
Stratford, Vt., Aug. 28th, 1805. She was bom Oct. 12th 
1784, a daughter of William Dow and Rachel Chace, de- 
iicendents of Aquilla Chace, who settled in Mass. in 
1630. She died in Thetford, Vt., Sept. i6th, 1850. He died 
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in Dunning Prairie, Wis., in the autumn of i860. They 
were both members of the Methodist church many years. 
They were greatly respected and beloved people. They 
had ten children, all born in Thetford, Vt.: Rachel, Lydia, 
Warren, Sabra, Chace Dow, Dyer, Mary Ann, Sarah Ann, 
Adeline J. and Harriet. All are now dead except Dyer, 
who lives at Redfield, Dak.; Adahne J. Peck, in Hancock, 
Minn., and Harriet Miller, in Stanton, Minn. 

Rachel, eldest child of Noah, was born May i6th, 1806. 

Lydia Ellis was born Jan. 7th, 1808, married Dr. Solo- 
mon Warde July i8th, 1830, in Thetford. They lived in 
Ohio, Indiana and Morristown, Minn., where she died in 
1869. ^^' Warde died there at about the age of 70 years. 
They had seven children : Mary, Finette,. AmpHas G., 
Curtis D., Lodema, Philena and Melvin Warde. Mary 
married C. Denman, a farmer near Northfield, Minn. They 
have four children. Finette married C. Eldred, and they 
live in Montevideo, Minn. Amplxas G. and Curtis D. 
Warde are married and live in Minneapolis, and are real 
estate agents. They were both soldiers in the Union army. 
Lodema Warde is married and lives in Montana. Philena 
Warde married S. Wilder. They have two children, and live 
in Morristown, Minn. Melvin Warde lives in Minneapolis. 

Warren Ellis, son of Noah, was born Dec, 29th, 1809 ; 
married Diaploma Eastman in Union Village, Vt. After 
living in Thetford many years, they moved to Beaver Dam, 
Wis., where he died. Mrs. Ellis married Mr. Woodward 
and now lives in Beaver Dam. Mr. and Mrs. Ellis had 
five children : James, Marvin, Amelia, Marshall and War- 
ren, Jr. James Ellis died in Thetford, aged about 14 years. 
Marvin died in Beaver Dam, aged about 16 years. Amelia 
married Mr. Hood in Beaver Dam. He was a soldier and 
died in the service, leaving three children: Effie, the eldest, 
is a telegraph operator at Horicon, Wis.; Charles died in 
Beaver Dam in i88i, and Verne Hood now living in Beaver 
Dam. Mrs. Amelia Ellis Hood was married again to Mr. 
Livermore, a lawyer at Beaver Dam. They have three 
children. Marshal Ellis is married and lives in Wisconsin. 
Warren, Jr., lives in Hurley, Minn., and has three children. 
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Snbra Ellis, born 181 2 ; Chnce Dow, 1814, and Mary 
Ann, 1818, children of Noah Ellis, all died in Vermont. 

Dyer Ellis, born May 9th, 1816, married Christiana 
Dawsey in Ohio, Jan. 24th, 1839. "^^^y ''^^^ <^" his father's 
farm in Thelford about 12 years, when they all moved to 
. Dunning Prairie, Wis., where his father died. He was a 
Union soldier. He now lives at Redfield, Dak. He had six 
children : Arlincjton C, Adaline J., Fred, May, Frank and 
Georjjia Ann. Arlington C. was a Union soldier. He now 
lives in Shasta, Cal., unmarried and in poor health. Adaline 
J. married. D. N. Hunt, a real estate agent and lawyer of 
Redfield, Dak. They have three children. Fred, May and 
Frank Ellis died in Wis. and Minn. Georgia Ann married 
jn 1887 Albert Dikeman. They live in Redfield. 

Sarah Ann Ellis, daughter of Noah, born June 21, 1822, 
married Halsey J. Yarrington in 1S39, in Thetford. They 
lived at Norwich, Vt., where she died, leaving lour children: 
Horace J., Jackson, Nelson and Merrill. Horace is married 
and lives at Stratford, Vt. He was a Union soldier. 
Jackson died at five years of age, and Nelson at 21. Morrill 
is married and lives in Thetford. He was a Union soldier. 

Adaline J. Ellis, born Jan. 13th, 1829, married Ira Peck 
at Dunning Prairie, Wis., in 1857. They were farmers. 
Mr. Peck died in 1883. They had four children : Arthur 
D., Alice May, Alfred Chace and Arlic J. Peck. Arthur 
I), is married, is a farmer and lives on the old homestead in 
Stanton, Minn. Arlie J. Peck is married and lives at Han- 
cock, Minn. His mother now lives with him. 

Harriet Ellis, youngest child of Noah, was born Sept. 
loih, 1830. She married H. D. Miller Jan. 4th, 1854, in 
Thetford. They went to Wis., where they lived four years; 
then to Stanton, Minn., where they now reside. They have 
four children : Alvin E., born 1856, is married and lives in 
Minneapolis ; Nelson, bom 1S61, is married and lives on the 
farm in Stanton. Cora E., born 1865, married and lives at 
Fergus Falls, Minn.; Fred C, born 1868, is in Minneapolis. 

SETH ELLIS was born in Colerain, Mass., Oct. 14th, 
1779. He was a farmer in Thetford, Orange Co- Vt., all his 
life, and died there May 22nd, 1869, aged 90 years. About 
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i8o5 ^^ married Hannah Bartlelt, of Norwich, Windsor 
Co., Vt., and after her death, Feb. 24lh, 1835, ^^ married 
Mary F. Burnap, of Norwich. The latter died Feb. 14th, 

1868. Mr. and Mrs. Ellis were Presbyterians. Mr. Selh 
Ellis and his brother, Noah, after the death of their father, 
took charge of the family. They bought a Rirm in 
Theiford, and as their brotliers and sisters grew up most 
of tliem went to New York or farther west. Besides 
farming Noah and Seth Ellis built two saw-mills in Ver- 
mont. They were in business together about twelve years, 
when each of them bought nice farms for that country. 
Seth Ellis had eleven children : Hannah, born 1806 ; 
William B., 180S ; Steplien B., 1810 ; George C, 1813 ; 
John, 1815 ; Lucinda, 1817 ; Major E., 1819 ; Reuben U., 
1822 ; Henry, 1825 ; Mary Jane, 1827, and Eilenor, 1838 
— all born in or near Thetford, Vt. 

Hannah Ellis lived with her father until his death in 

1869, when she went to Mauston, Wis., where she lived 
with her sister, Lucinda E. Peck. She died in 1885. 

William Burton Ellis married Louisa Dickinson, of Old 
Hadley, Mass., about 1835. She died June ist, 1840. They 
had four children, three of whom died in infancy. A 
daughter, Hannah M., married Mr. Charles French, and 
they lived in Rumney, N. H. For his second wife Mr. 
William B. Ellis married Rosetta Bosworth, and they lived 
near Copenhagen, Jefferson Co., N. Y. They had two 
children, Louisa and William. The latter married and 
went to Kansas. 1 lis sister went with them to Kansas. 

Mr. William B. Ellis died in Watisburg, Erie Co., Pa., : 
about 1879. He was a farmer and hotel*keeper. 

Stephen Bartlett Ellis, son of Seth, of Thetford, Vt., 
born 1810, married Abigail Newcomb in Thetford, May 3d, 
1832. They had four children : A. Elmina, Amanda P., 
Henry E. and Sarah O. The eldest, Abigail Elmina, born 
Feb. 14th, 1833, married Nathan Andrews June 3d, 1852, 
and they live in Meriden, N. H., where Mr. Andrews is a 
farmer. . They have had twelve children : John S., Abbie 
O., Charles H., Addison W., Sarah A., Nathan R., Seth 
£., Emma G., Frank B., Minnie E., Lillian E. and Clarence 
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E. The eldest, John S. Andrews, born 1853, married 
Ciirrie L. Packard, and ihey have one child, Cora. Abbie 
O. Andrews, born 1854, married James A. Sloan, and they 
have four children : Ernest H., Arthur A., Herbert A. and 
Cleon N. Sloan. Charles H. Andrews, born 1856, married 
Verona Fanisworth October loth, 1876. Sarah and Minnie 
Andrews died in childhood. 

Amanda P. Ellis, second child of Stephen B., married 
Thomas Merrill Rugg Nov. 27th, 1856. Mr. Rugg was a 
farmer. He died in 1883, aged 51 years. They had four 
children : George E., born 1862 ; Luvina L., 1S66, mar- 
ried Samuel E. Greeley; Hallie A., 1874, ^^^ Chester, 1878. 

Henry E. Ellis, born Feb. 25ih, 1841, son of Stephen 
B. Ellis, went into the army in 1862. He was wounded and 
died April 13th, 1865. 

Sarah O. Ellis, youngest child of Stephen B., was born 
in Thciford May 7th, 1844. She married Henry C. Mace 
Dec. 26th, 1866. They have two children : Fred E., born 
1869, and Henry O., 1S71. Mr. Mace is a teamster. 

Mr. Stephen B. Ellis* first wife, Abigail, died March ist, 
1848, aged 39 years. For his second wife he married a 
widow, Sarah Dewey, of Thetford. Mr. Ellis was a 
farmer and stone-cutter. He always lived in Thetford, 
where he died July i8th, 1877. He was an upright and 
highly respected man. • 

George C. Ellis, third son of Seth, was born in Thet- 
ford.Vt., Feb. nth, 1813. He married and lives in Union village 
(Thetford township). He writes that " Robert Fuhon (77) 
lived in this town. He was a cousin of my father. His 
children were, so far as I know, Stephen, Elijah, Henry, 
Jesse, James and Minerva. Robert Fulton came here from 
Colerain, Mass." He was the eldest son of James Fulton 
and his wife, Hannah Ellis (17), of Colerain. Mrs. Erastus 
Howard, of Thetford, is a granddaughter of Robert Fulton. 

Mr. George C. Ellis married Julia A. Morse Dec. 28th, 
1837, M''s. Ellis was born Aug. i6th, 1816. They have had 
five children : Susan A. Ellis, born July pth, 1839. She 
married Elias Fooie May lOlh, 1859. They have one child, 
Frank. Seth C. Ellis, born May 15th, 184 1. He died Nov 
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25lh, 1854. Emma E. Ellis, born May ist, 1843, died Sept. 
5th, 1859. George Luman Ellis, born Aug. 27th, 1849, 
married Lizzie Waterman Nov. 25th, 1882. They have one 
child, Grace. Lilla G. Ellis, born Sept. 6th, 1855, died Oct. 
7lh, 1864. All born in Thetford, Vt. 

John Ellis, son of Seth, was born in Thetford, Vt., 
March nth, 1815. He was married March nth, 1839, to 
Miss Abigail Peck, of New Hampshire. They moved to 
Harrisburg, N. Y., where they lived seven years ; thence 
to Beaver Dam, Wis., living there nineteen years. In 1868 
they settled in Fremont, Iowa. Mr. Ellis now lives at 
Greene, Butler Co., Iowa. He is a farmer. He has been a 
member of the Christian church over 35 years. He had 
eight children : Abigail L., married C. S. Wheeler, reside 
at Calmar, Iowa ; Mary J., married W. B. Gilmore, live at 
Pipe Stone, Minn.; Carrie T., married W. Robinson, live at 
Fort Atkinson, Wis.; John M., lives in Greene, Iowa ; 
Daphna M., married G. J. Preston, live at Fort Atkinson, 
Wis.; Denzil N., marrried M. A. Pratt, live in Greene, 
iown, and Inez A., lives in Greene, Iowa. 

Mrs. Abigail Peck Ellis was born in Wilmot, N. H., Jan. 
19th, 1816. She died in Fremont, Iowa, Oct. 26th, 1879. 

Lucinda Ellis, daughter of Seth, was born in Thetford 
in 1817. She married Mr. H. Peck. She is a widow, 
living in Mauslon, Wis. 

Major E. Ellis, son of Seth, was born in Thetford, 
where he now lives, a farmer. He married Ro.xana Clogs- 
ton in 1840. She died in 1884. They had five children, 
three of whom died in infancy. Joseph Ellis, born in June, 
1 85 1, and Carrol, in March, 1861, are farmers in Thetford. 

Reuben Hazen Ellis, son of Seth, was born in Thetford, 
Vt., March 21st, 1822. When 16 years of age he went to 
live with his uncle, Reuben Ellis, in Centerville, N. Y., where 
he was married to Martha A. Eddy, Nov. 21st, 1844. She 
died April 5th, 1849. In May, 1851, Mr. Ellis married 
Ruth Eddy, a sisler of his first wife, and moved to Beaver 
Dam, Wis., where he now resides. His second wife died 
May 27th, 1870, in her 45th year. Jan. 23d, 1872, Mr. 
Ellis married Lydia Turner. She died Aug. 7th, 1885, at 
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ihe age of 53. He was again married Jan. 19th, 1887, to 
Miss Anna L. Stepioe, of Beaver Dam. Mr. Ellis has been 
a farmer and cheese-maker most of his life. He moved to 
Beaver Dam in 1849, ^"^ ^^^ ^^•^'^ several times elected a 
member of the Board of Supervisors, and to the Common 
Council of the city. 

Mr.* Ellis' children were: Shalon W., born 1847 in 
Centerville, died 1878 at Beaver Dam. He was a printer, 
and for two years a Union soldier. Amelia J., born 1852, 
married 1882 to E. S. Mason, of Beaver Dam. They have 
two children, Ruth and Edna Ellis Mason. Mr. Mason is a 
book-keeper. His wife had been a school teacher about 15 
years before her marriage. Sarah E.,born 1855, was "tarried 
in 1S77 to Maurice E. Henika, of Madison, Wis., a carpenter 
by trade. They have one child, Mabel C, bom 1879. ^''*- 
Henika died in 1885 at Beaver Dam. Anna M., born 1857, 
ilied 1881. She was a school teacher. Dwight W. Ellis, 
youngest child of Reuben H., was born in Beaver Dam 
Dec. 27th, 1868. He is located at Schwartzburg, Wis., 
where he is station agent and telegraph operator for the 
Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul railroad, commencing 
there when 15 years of age. 

Henry S. Ellis, youngest son of Scth, was born in 
Thetford, Vt., January 24th, 1825. At two years of age he 
became a mute from scarlet fever. He was well educated 
at Hartford, Conn., where he married a mute. They had 
three children, Elsie, Mary and John, all married and live in 
or near Boston, Mass. 

Mary Ellis, daughter of Seth, was born in Thet- 
lord, Jan. 4th, 1827. She married William Morse. They 
lived in or near Union Village. She died young and childless. 

Ellenor V. Ellis, youngest child of Selh, and only child by 
his second wife, was born in Thetford in 1838. She married 
a Mr. Pntirell, and resides in Norwich, Vt. 

LEVI ELLIS was born in Colerain, Mass., about 1785. 
in early life he went to Centerville, N. Y., where his 
brother, Reuben, had settled. Soon after he went to 
Champion, Jefferson Co., N. Y., and settled on a farm. He 
was a clothier by trade. He was in the battle of Sackett's 
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Harbor in the war of i8i?. He was married in Champion 
in 1816, «nnd reared Iwo sons : Ephraim C. and John E. 
Ellis. In 1836 Mr. Levi Ellis visited his brothers, Enos and 
Eliphalet, who were then in Vevay, Ind. Mr. Levi Ellis 
married Mrs. Anne Chamberlain, widow of Ephraim Cham- 
berlain, llcr maiden name was Coe, from Hartford, Conn. 
Shu was born in 1775, ^"^' ^^^^^ in Beaver Dam, Wis , in 
1853. She was one of the earliest settlers in Champion. Mr. 
Levi Ellis died in Beaver Dam, Wis., in 1849. It is said 
that he bore a stronjr resemblance to Dea. Dimick Ellis, 
whose likeness may be seen in the front of this book. Mr. 
and Mrs. Levi Ellis were Presbyterians. 

His eldest son, Ephraim C. Ellis, was born in Champion in 
1817. He married Melissa Wilcox, of Oneida Co., N. Y., 
in 1840. They had six children : Emma C, born 1841 ; 
Helen M., 1845 ; Edward L., 1849; Charles H.,i8si; Fred 
E., 1857, and Frank O., in 1859. Mr. Fred E. Ellis died 
in Minneapolis in 1881. Emma C. married James Pettii. 
Their children were Lillie and Irving. They live at Cedar 
Springs, Mich. Helen M. Ellis lives at Somerset, N. Y. 
Edward L. Ellis married Nellie Hubbard. They have one 
son Dwight, They live at Somerset. Charles H. Ellis mar- 
ried Marietta H. Rice, of Grand Rapids, Mich. They have 
one child^ Laura M. Mr. Ellis is a florist in Grand Rapids. 
Frank O, Ellis married Estella Webber and lives in Somerset. 

Mr. Ephraim C. Ellis is a farmer in Somerset, Niagara 
Co., N. Y. Himself and family are Presbyterians. 

John Everett Ellis, son of Levi, was born in Champion, 
N. Y., August 20th, 1820. Feb. i8th, 1847, he married 
Harriet M. Burke in Beaver Dam, Wis. Miss Burke was 
from Windsor, Vt. They now reside in Murray, Iowa. 
They are farmers. Mr. Ellis was a Union soldier in the 
Rebellion, Co. F. ist Reg. Minn. Heavy Artillery. He was 
badly disabled and is now a pensioner. Their children were: 
Mary J., Frances E., Laura A. and George Washington 
Ellis. The first two are dead. Mr. John E. Ellis and fam- 
ily are Methodists. Of their children, Mary J., born April 
13th, 1848, died in 1883. She married James V. Rice in 
1864. Francis E., born May 31st, 1850, died 1852. Lauiu 
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A., born Feb. 21st, 1852 ; George W., Oct. i6th, 1856— all 
born in Beaver Dam, Wis. George W. Ellis married Anna 
E. Long. They live in Clark Co., near Murray, Iowa. 

LUREXA ELLIS9 daughter of Matthew, was born in 
Colcrnin. She w;is unmarried and lived with her brother, 
Rciihcn in CenltMville, N. Y., where she died in 1856. 

KNOS KLLIS, son of Matthew, was born in Colerain, 
Mass. He went to Vevaj% Ind., about 1814. But slight j 
trace* of him has been found by the writer. His nephew, | 
Rinihen (son of Eliphalet) writes that *' Enos joined the! 
Mormons at Nauvoo, 111., in early times, left them, and died | 
about 1842 at or near Warsaw, 111. He married and had a ; 
family of six children, two sons and four daughters. Their 
names were Martin, Hezekiah, Electa, Sarah and Eliza." 

Electa is said to have married Joel D. Clark, and lived 
at Warsaw, 111. Eliza married a King, and lived at Warsaw. 

ELIPHALET ELLIS, son of Matthew, was born in 
Colerain, Mass., about 1787. When a young man he went 
to Carthage, Jefferson Co., N. Y., and was engaged in the 
battle of Sackett's Harbor, N. Y., May 29th, 1813. He 
and his elder brother Enos went to Vevay, Ind., about 1814. 
He died in 1S44 in Indiana. He was an upright and highly 
respected man. About the year 1815 he lived for a time, it 
is said, in Kentucky. He married for his first wife a Miss 
Haines. She died in 1823. Her children were : George, 
bom 1815 ; Ann, 18x7 ; William, 1819 ; Enos, 1821, and j 
David, 1823. In 1829 Mr. Ellis married his second wife, ; 
Permelia Hardy. Her children were: Matthew, born 1830,! 
died in infancy ; Reuben, 1834 5 Levi, 1836 ; Sally, 1838. 

George Ellis, eldest son of Eliphalet, was born near Big 
Bone, Ky., in 1815. He died near Florence, Ind., in 18S6. 
He had ten children : Ann, Catherine, Eliphalet, killed in the 
^rm}\ Jane, Caroline, James, Emeline and George. They 
live near Florence. 

Ann Ellis married Andrew Given and died in 1859 near 
Florence, where her family now live. 

William EUis died of fever in Vicksburg, Miss., in 1842. 

Enos Ellis, son of Eliphalet, lived near Osawatamie, 
Kas. He was a Methodist. He married Sarah Fuller in 
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1840. They had six children : Ann, Andrew, Mary, 
Emeline, Emma and William. They live in Kansas. 

David Ellis was born in Switzerland Co., Ind., in 1823. 
He now lives near Moscow, Mo. He married Mercy Fuller 
in 1S47, and has one child, Cynthia, who married a Chis- 
holm and lives at Blue Eagle, Mo. 

Reuben Ellis, son of Eliphalet, was bom near Florence, 
Switzerland Co., Ind., in 1834. He married Nancy Skid- 
more in 1854, and now lives near Jackson, Tipton Co., Ind. 
Mrs. Ellis was born in Henry Co., K)^,ln 1836. They 
have had ten children ; five sons and one daughter are now 
living. Mr. Ellis and family are " Friends,'' or Quakers, in 
religious belief. Of their children — 

W. D. Ellis, born in 1858, married Mary Hankens in 
1880. She was born in Ripley Co., Ind., in 1863. They 
have four children : Estella May, Abilam, Nancy Ellen 
and Elizabeth, born 1886, died 1887. 

Albert Ellis, second son of Reuben, was born in i860 ; 
married in 1881 to Lydia Newhouse. Their children are : 
Drury V., bom 1882 ; Louis, 1884, ^^^ Caly, 1886. 

Sally Jane Ellis, daughter of Reuben, born in 1866, 
married Joseph McNew in 1883. They have two sons : 
Grimaldo Otto, bom 1884, and Elmer, 1886. 

Eliphalet Ellis, son of Reuben, born 1864, married 
Florence McCoy in 1887. She was born in Tipton Co. 1865 . 

Erodis, bora 1868, and Marion 1872, are the younger 
children of Reuben Ellis, of Jackson, Ind. All his children 
were born in Switzerland Co., Ind. 

Levi Ellis was born in Indiana in 1836. He married 
Rachel Jane Skidmore in 1859. *^^^ ^^^ ^ sister of Reuben 
Ellis* wife, Nancy. She was born in Henry Co., Ky., in 
1840. They had ten children, four of whom are now living, 
Martha, Reuben, John and Levi, in Tipton Co. Mrs. Ellis has 
since married Thomas Ooten. Levi Ellis died in 1880. He 
was a Baptist. 

Sally Ellis, youngest child of Eliphalet, was born in 
Indiana in 1838. She married Hiram Hunt in 1857, and had 
two children, Levi and Mary. Mr. Hunt died in i860, and 
Mrs. Hunt married David L. Dunn, and had four children: 
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Marion, Reuben, Jenny and William. Reuben is dead. 
Mrs. Dunn died in 1886, They arc Methodists. They live 
near Vincennes, Ind. 

Of these sons of Eliphalet Ellis, of Indiana, Enos, 
David, Reuben and Levi were Union soldiers during most 
of the time of the Rebellion. Al! were in Co. D., loth Ind. Cav. 

REUBEN ELLIS, son of Matthew, was born in 
Colerain, Mass., about 1790. When a young man he 
settled in Centerville, Alleghany Co., N. Y., about i8ii, 
where he was a farmer and a man widely noted for 
integrity and worth of character. He was a Presbyterian 
and a thorough Christian. He married Miss Annie Wood- i 
ward, a daughter of P. B. Woodward, Esq., one of the 
earliest and most prominent settlers in Centerville. Mrs. 
Ellis died in 1858, and Mr. Ellis in 1868. They left no 
children. After the death of Mr. Ellis* brother, David, in 
1847, two of the latter's children, Mary Ann and Henry, 
were reared by their uncle Reuben in Centerville. 

SARAH M. ELLIS, daughter of Matthew, was bom in 
Colerain. She was married in Vermont to John Tilden. 
They moved to Beaver Dam, Wis., where Mr. Tilden 
died. Mrs. Tilden moved to Kansas, where she died. ' 
They had six sons : Titus, Franklin, Daniel E., Crawford, 
Levi and Carlos. Several of them were living near Leav- 
enworth at last report. 

DAYIB ELLIS, youngest child of Matthew Ellis, was 
born in Colerain, Mass., Aug. 3d, 1798. When a young 
man he settled in Centerville, Alleghany Co., N. Y., where 
he married Eliza Woodward and had four children : An- 
drew, Sarah M., Matthew Clark and Eliza. Eliza died in 
infancy. Mrs. Eliza Ellis died, and David Ellis married lier 
sisler, Polly Woodward. They had four children: Mary 
Ann, Darwin, Henry and Wayland. 

In 1845 David Ellis moved with his family to Beaver 
Dam, Dodge Co., Wis., where he died Sept. 29th, 1846. 
Soon after Mrs. Ellis, with her four young children,, 
returned to Centerville, N, Y., where she now resides. Mr. 
Ellis and wife were Presbyterians. He was a farmer. 
Mrs. Ellis was born in Ashford, Conn., in 1807. She was a 
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sister of Annie Woodward, who married Reuben Ellis 
(David's elder brother), of Centerville. Mrs. Polly Ellis 
now lives with her daughter, Mrs. Allen, in Centerville. 

or David Ellis' children. Andrew died .igcd 19 years. Sarah Mnria Klli« 
was horn in Ontcrville, N. Y., June iith. 1823. She was married to Peter 
CoU* in Scptcinhcr, 1 84 1. They h&fl four chihtri'ii : Mary A., Frank A., Kl. 
herl I), and Walter G., all living. In 1869 Mr. Cole and family removed to 
Omro, Wis., where Mrs. Cole and children now reside, enf^a^ed m mercantile 
husiness. Mr. Peter Cole died in 1880. 

Of the children of Mr. and Mrs. Cole, Mary A. was bom in Centerville, 
N. Y., in 1846, and was married in March, 1869, to Channcey J. Fox, of Cen- 
terville. They are now living on a farm in Beatrice. Dak. 

Frank A. was bom in 1854 and married the third daughter of Rev. Jos. 
M. Walker, of Wis. M. E. Conference, in Sept., 1882. 

Elbert D. was born in 1859, ^"^ Dec, 1S80, married Miss Almeda Frost, 
of Vermont, and removed to Minnesota, afterwards to Nebraska, and finally to 
Beatrice^ Dak., where they now live. They have one child, a daughter. 

Walter G. was bom in 1861. Was married Dec. 1884. to Clara C Car- 
penter, of Dartford, Wis. 

The Cole family are Presbyterians. 

Matthew Clark ElHs, son of David, was born in Centerville, N. Y.,.Sept. 
ixth, 1827. In 1846 he went with his father to Beaver Dam, Wis., and later 
to Oshkosh, Wis., where he lived until about 1871, when he went to Minne- 
apolis, Minn. Mr. Ellis' first wife was Adaline Gallant, of Milwaukee. Wis. 
They settled in Oshkosh, where Mr. Ellis was a farmer and subsequently 
engaged in the flour and feed business. They had five children, two of whom 
died in infancy. Mrs. Ellis died of consumption April 5th, 1862. She was of 
English descent, and a Presbyterian. Her children were: Frances A., Adel- 
bert C. and Ida V. Ellis. 

For his second wife Mr. Matthew Cl.irk Ellis married Jane E. Morey, of 
Oshkosh. In 1871 Mr. Ellis moved to Minneapolis, where he was in the flour 
and feed business until his death, Aug. 12th, 1874. He was a Presbyterian, a 
kind and afliectionate husband and father, and a highly respected man. Mrs. 
Ellis moved to Kansas City, Mo., where she lives with her three children, 
Nettie, Jessie and Amanda. 

Frances A. Ellis, daughter of Matthew Clark Ellis, was bom Jan 30th, 
1851. She was married Sept. 20th, 1874. to Dr. Uriah D. Thomas. They 
have three children: Cora A., Ethel A. and Ernest C. Dr. Thom-is and wif* 
are Spiritualists. He practices medicine in Minneapolis. 

Adelbert Clark Ellis was born July Xst, 1852. After his father's death in 
1874 he remained with and cared for the family for several years. He is t 
clerk for a fuel company in Minneapolis. He w.is married Dec. 25th, 1884, 10 
Ella V. Osbom. of Oshkosh, Wis. They have one son, Orison A. Ellis, horn 
Aug 15th, 1886. Mr. and Mrs. Ellis are Methodists. 

Ida Viola Ellis was born April 4th. i860. She was married Dec 24 ih, 
1879. <o M'- M- P» Satterlee, eldest son of Rev. W, W. Satterlee. .Mr. Sat- 
terlee is a printer. Himself and wife are Methodists. 

Mary Ann Ellis, daughter of David Ellis and his second wife, Polly 
Woodwani Ellis, was born in Centerville, N. Y , Feb. 27th. 1836. She mai- 
ried Amasa P. Allen in x86o. They have had five children: Alice D., born 
1863: Darwin E., 1865; Lillian, z868; Clarence, 1874, and Raymond, 1878- 
Mr. and Mrs. Allen live in Centerville, N. Y. All these people were farmers, 
and Presbyterians in religious belief. 

Darwin Ellis, son of David, was bom in Centerville, N. Y., in 1839. Hv 
enlisted at Centerville at the outbreak of the Rebellion, and died May X2th, 
1864. from wounds received at the battle of the Wilderness, Va. He was 
unmarried. 

Henry Ellis, born in Centerville, N. Y.. in 1S4X, was a Union soldier. 
He was killed by the cars in Illinois in x88i. 

Wayland Ellis, youngest child of David Ellis, was born in Centerville. 
N. Y. He died young. 
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TO 



Biographical Sketches of Richard Ellis 

AND HIS DESCENDANTS. 

Cwntnlnltie Akctclir* of Aitliflvltl. Mnim.. w1ier« Ilicliard K11U was tlit* llr«t 

KctMcr, with brief monilon of othor loctiUtleN where tbi* 

KllUoft Urv revhled, und other MinceHuiic- 

oiift Matter of Interest. 



'Ilie following paper, by Rev. Thomas Shepard, is now pub- 
lished for the first time. The manuscript has been in possession 
«»r Ifr. Henry S. K:ninoy, of Ashliohl, over fifty years, and is 
priiited by his courtesy. Mr. Ranney lias made some notes 
lliereto, which arc designated by his initials, 11. S. II. 

Rev. Mr. Shepard, during his residence in Ashfield, was 
lii;;hly esteemed by all the people, some of whom are yet living, 
and give his name and memory with honorable mention. His 
fun»si;;ht and enterprise in writing these sketches should entitle 
liiiii to tho gratitude of all residents of Ashfield, as no othor per- 
son, so far as is known, had, up to his time, written any connected 
liistory of the town. 



[2731 
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SKETCHES 

IN THE 

HISTORY OP'* ASllFIELD, MASS., FROM ITS FIRST 
I SETTLEMENT TO THE YEAR 1833. 

DRDICA TJON. 

To tbe iDkabitauts of tlie First Tjirish in AshKeld over whom the writer 
uas settled in the Oo8i>el ministry for nearly fourteen years, and with whom 
htt lived in uninterrupted harmony and mutual confidence, these sketches in 
the history of their town are most affectionately and respectfully dedicated, 
liy thuir ninut ol>Ii*;od and oliedient servant, 

TlIK AUTIIOK. 

Aiubonit, Man-h, lvS:{4. 

IN'TllOlJUCnOX. 

It cannot be exjiccted that in a town comparatively of such recent origin, 
.iiid so retired in its location as this, should afford, in the progress of its his- 
lury, many events of general interest. To those, however, who were bom 
ami educated here, and to those who now live here, it must be a matter of 
vousiderable interest to know who were the pioneers of this town, and what 
arc Konio of those principal events that have transpired here since Uie howl of 
*lic wild beast was alone heard through the forest, which spread unbroken 
«»vcr these hills and vales, now verdant umlcr the cultivating hand of a nunior- 
•tiM and thriving population. To tlto generations that may come after us, who 
iiKvy have little or no access to the -facts connected with the early history of 
tliid ])1nce, which arc faniiliar to us by tradition, a written history must be of 
iiicrvaning value. With » view of rescuing from oblivion many events con- 
nected with the early settlement of this town, and to hand them down for the 
information and amusement of those who may come after us, as well as to 
revive in the memory' of many now living, the things of former years, I have, 
t>y ciiuvorsatiou with the few surviving fathers of the town, and by a dilligent 
txamination of its ancient and modem records, drawn out the following 
iinpurfect sketch of the principal evvuts in its history. 

[»75l 
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VOUNDAKUES. 

That portion of territory within the County of Franklin now called Ash- 
6el(l was originally iiitenileil to embrace a tract of laud tix miles square; but, 
from some unknown cause, its present bouuilaries do not lie in this exact form. 
The town, if reduced to regular dimensions, would form a square whose sides 

would extend mix niiluM and tino-lifth, inclosing an area of 24,G01| acres. 

I 

S<>ir-<'I.IMATK-]>ISKASi:S>rort>I.ATION. 

II1C surface of thin town la broken into bills ami vnlb*ys and C(»ntntns but 
a comparntiTely small portion of arable land. Indian com succeeds well, but 
Engliali ^rain is of soconilary quality compared with that raised on the lighter 
soils of Connecticut river. Wheat is seldom soM'n. CSraxing may be aaid to 
lie a principal object with the farming interest. I«arge dairies are kept here, 
and many tons «>f tin; fliicHt wool arc yearly furnished f<»r the manufactories. 
The highest mountain in the town is that situated west of the ]K>U4l. its 
higlit is estimated at about 800 feet.* There are no very considerable streams 
running through the town, inviting the manui'acturing capitalist. The prin- 
cipal streams, however, furnish water power for all domestic purposes. Water 
from the springs an«l wells is >;enerally of ready access and of the pm-est qual- 
ity. The winters are long and severe. The snow generally falls about the 
first of December and continues until the first of April. During February 
and March the ways are frequently blocked and passing diflicult. The 
climate, though severe in winter, is nevertheless healthy. The prevailing 
disease with the middle-aged, upon these mountains, may be said to be con- 
sumption. This may be owing in part» perha|>8, to the severe and variable 
winters. From the year 1819 to 1831, twelve ye.irs, one hundred and bixty- 
three |>ersons died in this town over 1*2 years of age. Of these, nine died by 
casualties, or, as is commonly saitl, by accident; twenty -one of old age, and 
ten by diseases unknown to the writer; leaving one hundred and twenty-three 
Iiemons over 1*2 years of age Mho have died in cnnscfinenco of some definable 
diHcme. Of these 1*23 persons, lifty-four — nearly 0/1 ^-A/r//*— died with the con- 
sumption. Dysentery has frequently prevailed among children during the 
niohlhs of August and Suptenil»er. In I8*2ri twenty-one under live ycHn* die«l 
in this town, most of whom M'ero carried oir by the alwve complaint. Dnring 
18*29 and 1831) the scarlet fever or canker rash prcvailetl very extensively, and 
in several instances proved mortal to children. 

The average number of deaths during the fourteen years of the writer's 
connection with this people was a fraction over tweaty-twa a year* which 
would be one from every twenty-five of its inhabitants. The highest number 
of deaths in any one year during this |)eriod was Mrtff teven; the lowest 
number, ihiriten. 

The i^opulation of Ashfield in 1820 was 1,748; in 1830 it was 1,732. The 
town contains four houses for religious worship, one academy, thirteen school- 



* Peter's ^fountain, iiiihicd fruin n rolond man witu llvrti ill^re In cnrly ilmcs. About 
]R85 IJon. Jaiiien KiimcII I^jwvU, lule U. 8. Minulor lo iCliglund, purcliiuM-il a lilu (%»t a Btitii- 
mer resldeoce on iho east •{<!« of ibis mouniaiD. Soon after, bta wife died, and Mr. Lowell 
remorcd to Cuglaud, ami, it It said, has decided not to build tlisrron. It Is a verx aighily 
place, sod fruin Ha top, on a clear day, points In New Ilaiupahiro, Vermont, Coouect leu t and 
Kew York are viilble. 
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houses, two hundred and fifty dwelling-houses, three taverns, five stores, two 
gristmills, nine sawmills, three clothier shops and three carding machines. It 
also has two machines for turning broom handles, five blacksmith shops and 
two tanneries. 

PIKST SKTTI.KMENT. 

The original n:uiiu of tliiM |ilacu was llnulHlmPn; a name given tfi it in 
honor of ( *npt. Kphraini Miiiil, of Wirymoitth. In the year 1()*J0 thiM gitntle- 
Mian w:i.H Mcnt out, by orilvr of ijovcniiiient, as commander of a company of 
men Hclectud from Weymouth and vicinity, in an expedition against tlic f *an- ' 
adiis, in a contest between the Knglish and French, commonly called King i 
William's war. This war commenced in the year I GOO and tenninatcd in IG97. j 
It waM iittcndtfl with many tlisastrnus consequences to the American (*olunies. ' 
An inriirintrd li«>rde of Huvagc wnrritirH wore let lucmu upon our sc;ittun'd and 
dcfciiccli*!4i« (Hipulation. Tbo company under the command uf (*apt. Hunt 
composed a part of an expedition fittctl out by the united colonics of New 
York, Connecticut and Massachusetts, for the reduction of Montreal and (Que- 
bec, then in the hands of the French. A coinbii;ation of unfortunate circum- 
stances, however, defeated the design, and the ex)>cdition, after encountering 
numerous hardships and disasters, returned without accomplishing their 
object. Tbe success of the expedition had been to conHdently antici- 
pated that no expreits |>rovision had been made for the payment of the 
troops. Massachusetts, in the low state of her finances, issued bills of 
credit as a substitute for money; and in the year 173G, after a delay o/ more 
than forty -six years, redeemed those bills; at least, so far as the aforesaid com- 
pany wns concerned, by granting them, their heirs or legal rejjrcscntatives, a 
tract of land within the limits of this town. In the conditions of the grant 
express ]>rovision was made for the early settlement of the town, the erection 
of a meeting-bouse, the settlement of a learned and orthodox minister, and the 
cause of common schools. By a Committee of («enural Court sixty- three lots, 
called HightM. containing from tifty to sixty-three aeres each, aceordin;; to the 
<|iiality of the lan«l, were He.t oir and nundwred, to 1>e di-^poned of an fcdlows: 
One n;'la to Ih) given to the fimt Kcttlcd minister, one n;;ht for the mho of thu 
niiniMtrv, and *Mie n;:hl for the use of common schools. The remaining Hixty 
riglibi wertt to be divitled by lot among the olllcers atid privates of the afore- 
said company, their heirs or legal representatives. The grantees— or rmpinc- 
tors, as they were henceforth called — held their first meeting at Weymouth, 
where most of them resided, March i;), 1738, and on the 2-ith of July, 1730, 
tbey met again at the same place and drew lots for their resjiective rights, set 
oflT for them by government in this town. 

The early Mettlemeiit of the t<»wn being a desirable object with the pro* 
prietors, imismuch as it would tend to enhanco the value of the property they 
now owned in it, Uiey passed a resolve, May 28, 1741, that a bounty of £5 
should be paid to each of the lirst ten of their number who should take actual 
possession of their respective rights, build a house and bring under cultivation 
six acres of land individually. Iluw many of those men who endured the toils 
and privations of the Canada expedition lived to receive their bounty of land, 
does not appear; bnt the lapse of forty-six years from the expiration of that 
expedition, very probably had carried the greater part of them to that " bourn 
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from whence no traveler returns," aod their heirs alone remained to realise 
the tardy remuneration which should have long before fallen to those who had 
sustainctl the burden and heat of that perilous day. Nor does it appear from 
the records that any of the original proprietors ever settled upon their lands 
in person. Their rights M'ere sold to others of a more adventurous spirit, from 
time to time, as tliey had opportunity. In tho meantime taxes liegan to accu- 
mulate upon them, and many of them were parted with for a little more than 
was BuiTicient to meet the demands of the collector. 

The precise year when a permanent settlement was made in this to%vn I 
have not been able to ascertain.* Soon after the lots were drawn, in 1739, 
it doubtless became the temporary abode of emigrants, as they came out from 
time to time to pioneer the wilderness From the best information I have 
been able to obtain, I have been led to fix tho first permanent settlement of this 
town about the year 1745.t The first family that pitched their tent upon 
tticse hills as permanent residents was that of Mr. Richard BUii^ a native of 
Dublin, in Ireland. Respecting the immigration of this gentleman from that 
distant land to America, tradition has handed down in the family the follow- 
ing account, which, if true* is only in accordance with many of the like kind— 
the result of the cupidity and knavery of unprincipled shipmasters. The story 
is this: Mr. Ellis was the only son of a widow. A wealthy planter living in 
Virginia, a native of Ireland, having no children, made application to his 
friend in Dublin to send htm out some youth of promise, to be ado])ted into 
his family and brought up under his care and patronage. Young Ellis was 
selected and sent out for this purpose. On his embarkation his passago was 
paid .and an agreement mndo with tho ciptain o,f tho ship to laml him safoly 
ou the coast of Virginia. I'aitliless to his trust, he brought the youth to 
Boston and there sold him for his passage money. After serving the time 
thus unjustly extorted from him ho removed from Boston, and at length set- 
tled in Easton, where he was married. From Easton he came to this town. 
Tliu first tree was fcl1o«l by his hands, on Whito Brook, a small stream running 
a little to the west of the dwelling of Mr. Tliineas Flower. He built for his 
family the first habitation in the northeastern section of the town— a log cabin, 
partly under ground, in the side of the hill, about fifty rods to tho cast of 
Mr. John Bclding's, near the ancient burying yard, and where tlie new road 
runs. The next immigrant to this lonely wilderness was Mr. Thomas Phil- 
li])8, with his family, from Easton, whoso sister was the wife of Mr. Ellis. 
Mr. Phillips built for himself a log house about one-half of a mile to the north 
of tho dwelling of his only fellow-towntman, Mr. Ellis. Soon a third family 
was added — that of Mr. Chileab Smith, from that part of Hadley now called 
South Hadley. Mr. Smith settled on the spot which the house of his son, 
Chileab Smith, now occupies. Mr. Smith, the present occupant, now in hit 
92d year,twas about 6 years old when his father removed to this town. To 
the retentive memory and free communication of this venerable father and 
pillar in the town I am indebted for many of the facts here recorded. 



•A coin mill ws« built In ilie year 1743. It Is tielievetl iliat a iKTmnnent ssttltueal 
wsa uinilu in 1741. 

t Preaching « ■• had here •• early ns 1742. tet Proprietors' Records, pp. 61, 64 and 59. 
I lie (lied Id the year 1S43, sgcil 100 years aud 8 rooDtbs— H. 8. R. 
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Among the earliest aeceMions to the settlement as it now consisted, of 
three families, was Dca. £bcnczer Bclding, from Hatfield, and Samuel Bcldinff, 
from Deertield, with their families. Other settlers came in from time to time, 
from diflerent quarters. A number of families joined them from the southern 
part of Connecticut, so that by the year 1754 they nuni1)ere<l from ten to 
fifteen families and nearly one hundred souls. 



TKLiUS OF TlIK SETTLKUS-SKTTrEMENT AllANl>ONKD. 

This little colony of immigrants, thus rrmoved from their friends and from 
civilized society, in the midst of a mountainous wilderness, with scarcely any 
means of intercourse with those they had left behind, were permitted, under 
the watchful hand of Providence, to pursue their labors iK-ith comfortable suc- 
cess, subjected, of courso, to a thousand self-denials incident to the pioneers 
of the forest, of which we, in these days of pampered indulgence, can form no 
adecjuate conception. For a number of years they had no other means of 
grinding their «om than by a mill turneii by a horse. They had also to con- 
tend with bail roads, with rapid streams without the convenience of bridges, 
and with deep snows in the winter without the means of maintaining a beaten 
path. Rut all these inconveniences could be endured so long as they were 
secure from the attacks of the merciless savages, that still prowled around the 
infant settlements of our country, seeking whom they might devour. Such 
security and quietness, however, they were not longpermittisd to enjoy. The 
year I7'>1 was memorable for the breaking out of fresh hostilities between the 
Kronvh and tlio l?tit;liMli. This M%ir lot loose again tho Indians u|H>n the ilo- 
fcnccless fntnticr settlements of our colonies. During the month of June of this 
year a party of men at work near Rice's fort, in the upper part of Charlemont» 
was attacked by a body of Indians, and two of their number were killed and 
two taken prisoners. The tidings of this Indian massacre spread abroatl and 
quickly rcichetl tho svttlcnicnt in Ilontstown and occasioned gnmi alarm. 
Being few iu numlM$r, and with small means of defense, tlioy had no other 
alternative than to tty back to the older settlements, or to expose their wives 
and children to the tomahawk and scalping-knifc of tho savage foe. After a 
Listy deliberati<»n the former course M'as resolved on. Accordingly, on the 
same afternoon in which they received the tidings from Charlemont, they 
abandone«l their houses, improvements, stores, Ac, except such as oonld be 
transported on horHcback, and set uiT, one and all, for the older settlements 
on Connecticut River. A middle-aged woman, the mother of the present 
Chilcab Smith, traveled ten miles on foot before they encamped for the night. 
\Vhat is now Conway was then a part of Deerfield and a hoM'ling wilderness, 
without an inhabitant or a shelter to protect the refugees. Their first halt 
was at Bloody Brook, where they spent the night Early the next morning 
the few tuhnbitants of the latter place abandoned their dwellings and joined 
them in tlieir various dispersions to places of greater security. This sudden 
abandonment of their possessions, after having just gotten into a condition of 
comftirtable living, coultl not have been otherwise than a sore trial to tho first 
settlers of this town. It must have iuvulvcil them in very considerable loss 
of property, besides being a very serious disapx)ointment to their plans and 
prospects. Hut it api)oars to have boon submitted to by thvm with that 



Digitized by 



Google 



38o 

pattent eaditrauce and undaunted fortitade for which the men of that periloua 
period were so eminently distinguiahed. 

KKTUltN OF TIIK SKTTLKRS-MKANS OP I'llOTKCTION. 

According to the best information within my reach, the time during which 
the tettlert were absent from their poMeasions wae between two and three 
years. It is not unlikely, however, that during this period individuals might 
have visitetl this place; but they did not presume to return with their families 
until tbc time specified. After the 'return of the refugees to their possessions 
in Huntstown, the war still contiuuing, their first object was to erect a fort 
for their common defense. This was accomplished on the ground oooupied by 
Mr. Smith, snd principally at his own expense. The area ineloeed by the fort , 
was a square piece of ground containing 81 square rods. It was constructed 
of upright logs of sufltcieut thickness to be bullet proof, set three feet into 
thoeartb and rising twelve feet above. The iudoaure had but one gate, open- 
ing to the south, M'hich was always shut and strongly barred during the night. 
Within the fort stood the dwelling of Mr. Smith, which served as a garrison 
within which tbe settlers felt secure from attack during the night. On its 
roof was constructed, of logs, a tower of sulBcient magnitude to contain six 
men with their arras. Port-holes were so arranged in its sides as to afford its 
inmates a fair aim at their assailants without, while secure from their balls 
within. This house stood in the center of the fort, and on the same ground 
now occu]>iod by the dwelling of Chileab Smith. 

After remaining in this state for about one year, standing on their own 
defense— ki!i*pin); watch by night, and laboring by day with their arms by their 
side— they stdicitod and »btaino«l from the authorities of the colony a company 
of nine soldiers, under the command of a sergeant by the name of Allen, for 
their greater security. This guanl arrived, under tlie general ordor of Col. 
Israel Williams, June, 1757. This comiymy continued in the settlement until 
tho close of the war, which was about two years from the time of their arrival 
l^heir duty was to go, under arms, with the people, to protect them in their 
labors during the day, and to return with them into the fort and, in their 
turn, stand sentinel during the night. In the process of time, and before the 
chiiie of the war, another fort, six rods square, was built by the settlers, in the 
same manner as the first, about one mile and a half southu'est of it, near the 
litiUBc now occu]»icd by Mr. Sears. This fort was used for the same purposes 
as the other. 

In the good providence of Gotl the settlement was preserved safe from the 
ottack of the enemy. Nor were any Indians discovered near it except in one 
instance. As a daughter of Mr. Smith was walking out one evening, just as 
the sun was settinff, she discovered an Indian within about twenty rods of the 
fort, surveying it very attentively. With great haste and terror she flew * 
back to the gate and gave the alarm: *' The Indians are u)M>n us t " The sol- 
diers immediately rallied and commenced pursuit; but darkness soon coming 
on, they returned without discovering tho enemy. During the night they 
slept u|H»ii their arms and early next morning renewed their search through 
the woods, but saw nothing save the evident trail of a small hunting party, 
probably sent out to reeonnoiter the settlement; but, finding it well garrisoned, 
they presumed not to molest them afterward. For about two years tho firs« 
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tettlera of this town were destined to live in this state of constant agitation 
and alftrm. Often were their sympathies deeply excited by the narration of 
savage barliarities committed ttiK>n their more unfortunate fellow-citizens in 
other places. 'JMjoy felt themselves in jeopardy every hour. As they retired 
to rust each night they knew nut but that they should be aroused by the yell 
of the war wlioop, to behold their dwolliugs in flames, and their wives and 
little ones in the merciless grasp of the wild men cf the woods. The taking 
of Qublxic by the enterprise and daring of the gallant Gen. Wolf, in ITr^O, 
restored i)eace t<> the colonies, l^ie soldiers stationed here were disbanded, 
and the settlers, to their unspeakable satisfaction, were again- permitted to 
pursue their daily avocations without fear of molestation.* 



rilOritlETOllS* ACTS. 

Tlie first meeting of the proprietors was held in Weymouth, or Hraintree, : 
as the town w:is originally called, March l.S, 1738. They afterwards mut at j 
lladley, then at llatlicld, and Hnally, in 1754, in Huntstown. The following • 
gentlemen, in the order in which their names arc here recorded, scrvetl as pro- ' 
prietors' clerks, viz : William Crane, Richard Faxon, Israel Williams. Ksq., 
Kphraini Marble, Keuben Belding, Jacob Sherwin, Esq., Kphraim Williams, 
Esq. 

The proprietors took early measures to supply the settlement with mills. 
They built, at their own expense, in the year 1743, the first grist mill on Pond 
lirouk, about 100 rods northeasterly from the Episcopal Church, where the 
remains of a similar establishment may now be seen. Subsequently, in the 
year I7rk;), thuy erected a saw mill on IWar Hivvr, about half a mile east of the 
dwelling of Isfiu:! IMiillips. 

At the corauiencemcut of this sketch we noticed in the original grant ux* 
press provision for the snp|»ort of an orthodox ministry. The fathers of New 
England were the descendants of the Puritans. Although they sought no 
•alliance between Church and State, they knew full well that no government 
could secure the morality and happiness of a people without the prevalence of 
pure and undefiled religion. Actuated by the same spirit, the proi)rietors 
took early measures to secure to the town the stated ministration of the Goh- 
pel. At a meeting held November, 1751, a sum of money was raiseii to supply 
the settlement with preaching. lu 17l>3 they settled a Congregational minis- 
ter, and in 1707 they erected and tinisheil a convenient house for public 
worship. I hit more concerning these things will be related in its more appro-; 
priate place. 

DOINGS OF THE TOWN-ACT OF INCORPORATION. 

The records of the town previous to 177G are very imperfectly preserved* 
There arc remaining in the town clerk's oflice only a few separate scraps of 
paper bearing date prior to the aforesaid year. Of this early periotl I have 
been able to glean only the following items : 

The first tOM-n meeting of which any record rctiiains was held March 8, 
17G2, at the dwelling house of Jonathan Sprague. Ebenezer Balding was 



*Ib 17CI there were 19 fflinlltei refldlpf here. 
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chosen Moderator, and Samuel BcUling town clerk. The bnaineti wai not of 
tnfTicicnt importance to be noticed here. 

In June, 17G5, by act of General Court, the town was incorporated by the 
name of An/ifiM, The warrant to call the first meeting under the act of in- 
corp<irati(»u was issucil by Thomas Williams, Esq., of Deerfield, and directed 
to Saiiiuul IWlding, clerk uf this town. The lirHt t<iwn ofllccrs under the 
incorporation were: Benjamin IMiillips, Town Clerk; David Aldcn, Treasurer; 
Chileab Smith, Moses Fuller, Thomas Phillips, Selectmen.* 

Tlio subject of common schools l>cgan early to engage the attention of the 
fathers of this town. They seemed fully to understand the orthodox doctrine — 
that a free government can only be sustaiuctl by an iutclligcut |K)pulation. 
Accordingly, they voted, in 1772, to divide the town into three school districts 
and to build a school house, f 

According to the records, the lirst representative chosen for the purpose 
of acting in the affairs of the State was Capt. Elisha Cranston. In 1775 this 
gentleman was chosen to represent the town in the congress to be convened at 
Watortown, Boston then being in the possession of the British troops. 

WAR OF TBE REVOLUTION. 

A period now approached fraught with the most trying scenes ever expe- 
rienced by the citizens of these United States. It was the War of the Revo- 
lution. In the events which preceded and attended that trying period, the 
citiaens of this town, although removed from the principal scene of action, 
were nevertheless deeply interested, and in them they took a decided part. 
As early as September, 1774, when events in and about lioston began to wear 
the aspect of lioetilities, and the first Continental Congress had commenced 
its session in Philadelphia, the following covenant, previously drawn up by a 
committee chosen for the purpose, was signed by Benjamin Phillips and sixty* 
four others, citizens of this town: 

'* >Ve, the sul)soril>«rs, inhabitants of the town of Ashtield, (nm\ a prin* 
ciplc of self-preservation, the dictate c»f natural conscience, and a sacred regard 
to the constitution and laws of our country, which were iiuititute«l for the 
security of our lives and proi)erty, do severally and mutually covenant, prom- 
ise and engage, with each other and all of us: 

" I. That we profess ourselves subject to our Sovereign Ix)rd the King, and 
hold ourselves in duty bound to yield obedience to all his gooil and wholesome 
laws. 

" 2. That we bear testimony against all the oppressive and unconstitutional 
laws of the British Parliament, whereby the chartered privileges of this prov- 
ince arc stnick at and cashiered. 

** X That wo will not be aiding, nor in any way assisting, in any trade 
with the Island of Great Britain, until she withdraws her oppressive hand, or 
until a trade is come into by the several colonies. 

** 4. That we will join with our neighboring towns in this province, and 
sister colonies in America, in contending for and defending onr rights and 

* See the Town Iloolc of Kccordv— copied In lM7~p«i;« ^I-ll- ^- 1^ 
tin the year 1760, nt ilie llrtt sDQuai neeilof subieqiicut to Hi Incorporatloe, ihejr 
voted £ I fur the Nchool 
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privileges, civil and religious, which we have a just right to tlo, both by 
natnre ascl by charter. 

"5. That we will make preparation, that we may be equipped with am- 
munition and other necessaries, at town cost, for the above purposes. 

"0. That wc will do all we can to suppress petty mobs, trillinc: and 
causctoss. " 

1*hat the signing of tlteso articles of covenant was not a mere matter of 
unmcauin.d* form appears evident from the fact that in the following August 
the town votod to send an agont to Albany for the purpose of purchasing guns 
and ammunition, at the expense of the town. At length affairs at headquar- 
ters came to a crisis. On the 1 9th of April, 177r>, an attach was made by a 
colaiini of the British army, under the command of Maj. Titcaini, upon our 
unofTuncling yeomanry at Jjcxington; and thenceforth commence<l that une- 
qual conilict which, after eight years of toil, privation and blooJ, resulted, in 
the providence of God, in the independenue of these United States. 

Much was the poverty of our government, and such their inability to raise 
the necessary means of sustaining an army snflScient I0 face the hosts of 
Britain, that at the commencement of hostilities it, of necessity, devolved 
upon the patriotism of the towns from which the soldiers were drafted, to fur- 
nish them with supplies and, in many instances, to become responsible for 
th^r wages during service. The cttizens of this town, as their records fully 
evmee, did not remain idle snectaton of this contest. They fell not behind 
the spirit of the times in their devotion to the cause of freedom, and their 
willingness to saerifioe almost any temporal comfort in securing it to themselves 
and their posterity. 

It would extend altogether beyond the limits of this sketch to quote at 
length tlie |mtriotic doings of this town in lending their ai«l to encourage and 
carry forwanl the War of the devolution. A few facts selected from their 
records is all that my limits will permit me to notioe. 

In fully estimating the sacrifices made by our fathers in coming forward 
with their voluntary contributions in sustaining the War of the Ucvolution, 
we must take into the account two important circumstances: first, the fact of 
•their having just lH.*gun to suImIuc the wilderness, and the consequent state of 
dopendenco in which inoit of them were placed m regard to the necessary 
means of sultsistence; and, secondly, the uncertain and changeable state of 
their moniotl currency. Notwithstanding these pressing embarrassments, we 
find the inhabitants of this town at one time voting, in open town meeting, to 
furnish the army with a lot of coats. At another time we Hud them oiTering a 
bounty to such as might enlist from among them to serve in the war; and at 
another, voting a sum of money to purdiase provisions to be sent to the fam- 
ishing army. In 1779 the town voted to pay the soldiers enlisted from among 
them, for nine months' service, forty shillings per month in addition to the 
Imunty olTered bj* (General Court— the value of the money to be regulated by com 
at 29. 6d., rye at 3s. 4il., and wheat at 4«. 6d. per bushel. In 17S0 the town voted 
to give, by way of encouraj^ement, to each man who should enlist in the army 
for three years, '* twenty calves." Said calves. were to be procured in the fol- 
lowing ^Afay and kept nt the town's cost until the three years ha4l expired. How 
many of tbeso men returned to receive their bounty, then grown to be oxen 
and cows, docs not apiKar. In 17Slthe town voted to raise "ninety silver 
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<loUar8 " to purcbaie the amount of beef that fell to their share for the amy. 
The tame year eight men wero enlisted from this toirn fur three months' serv* 
ice ^%'ho were to receive from the town treasury £4 par month, and $10 each 
before they marched. In 1777 Rev. Xehcmiah Porter, in C'.nsequcnce of the 
enfeebled state of his peo]ilc, and the couacqucnt depreciation of his support, 
joined the army on the North lUver [Hudson] in the capacity of Chaplain, and 
continued with them until the capture of Burgoyne. 

During this severe and protracted controversy with the mother country 
the people uf this town, in common with their brethren in other ]>arts of the 
provinces, suffered great embarrassments in consequence of the fluctuating 
state of their paper currency. The enormous depreciation of tliis currency in 
1780 may be learned from the fact that during that year the town raised and 
expended upon the highways tJtree Otovsttud pcviuli/ It was the custom of 
the town, at their annual meeting in March, to choose a *' Committee of Safety, 
to do M'hat in them lay to regulate the price of provisions and to ease the bur- 
dens of the people." A Committeo of Correspondence was also appointed 
annually, to confer with similar oommittees in other places, in relation to the 
trying and critical state of jiublic affairs. 

One item of record in these troublous times — " times which'* emphatically 
'Vtried men's souls" — I cannot omit to notice, although it is somewhat of a deli- 
cate nature ; but inasmuch as it evinces that ever vigilant and stem spirit 
which characterized the patriot of tliat generation, I shall be excused by omit- 
ting names in the narrative : At a legal meeting held July IStli, 1777» it was 
voted '*that Aaron J^yon be a meet person to procure evidence against certain 
penuoiN who arc th<iu^ht to Ite ininiica' to the American States." At a subse- 
quent iiicctiuKi iu Au^UHt r«jlloM'iug, the Selectmen wcro ret]Ueste«l t<» bring in 
a list of persons whom they viewed to be of the above description. This 
report contained the names of nine persons, among whom were some of the 
mof>t rcs]>ectable end leading men in the town. Whereupon it was voted that 
the ]iersons thus reported '* appear so unfriendly to the American States that 
they ought to lie brought to pro]ier trial." It was also voted at the same 
meeting, these suspected men *'be committed to close conHnement in this 
town." One of the prisoners, however, in consequence of the sickness of his 
family, was cxcniptrd from confinement on condition of delivering up his ai-ms j 
and ammunition. The othpin were forthwith dispatched Ut a private dwelling, 
under a strong guard selected and supported by the town. After continuing 
thus iniprisonetl foraliout seven days and nifjhts the town met again and voted 
" to dismiss tlie guard and release the prisoners from close confmement." 
This trans.iction is but a faint si)ecimen of what transpired in every section of 
the country between the resolute and the timid, the friends and the foes of 
war. Many an house was divided against itself; friends, neighbors, bretliren, 
took different sides in the contest and were ffercely arrayed against each other. 
Nor can it be a matter of wonder that men of M'isdom and foresight should 
have opiMised resistance to the power of Ih'itain; so unequal was the contcftt 
and, in human view, so very improbable the attainment of any permanent 
go(Ml on the ]»art of our infant colonics. Jtut the ways of Providence arc not 
as our ways; the result exceeded the uuist sani^uine expectations of the friends 
of the revolution; the God of Heaven went forth with our armies and the vic- 
tory was on our side. Never was there a contest bttwecn nations in the 
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decision and determination of which the overruling hand of God waa more* 
manifest; and the patriots of that day were led to feel that deliverance from 
the ovc:r whelming- power of Britain could alone proceed from the Power that 
rulcth the nations. ]icncc they looked to Heaven, and fasted, and prayed 
for help from a1>ovc; nor did they pray in vain, in July, 1777, in legal town 
meeting, it was voted that " this town will do all that lies in their |.*ower to 
snppreRS vice, and especially that they will nso their endeavors to prevent 
profane cursing and swearing, that the name of God be not blasphemed among 
them. " 

ADOimON OK A STATE CONSTITUTION. 

The question whether this Commonwealth should form for itself a consti* 
tution in consonance with the national compact already signed and ailopted. 
becnnio the subject of general discussion. In August, 1771), Capt. Benjamin 
Phillips and Capt. Samuel Hartlett were chosen delegates to .ittend a conven- 
tion about to be held at Cambrid|{0 for the purpose of forming a eonstitution 
for the Commonwealth. These gentlemen were instructed by the town, among 
other things, to use their endeavors that an article be inserted I in said consti- 
tution, ** that each Kepresentative, previous to his belonging to General Court, 
shall he solemnly sworn not to pass any acta or laws where his constituents 
shall be in any sense, name or nature, oppressed or force<l in matters of 
religion." On tliis subject a portion of the people of this town felt peculiarly 
sensitive, for reasons which will hereafter be noticed. 

In the following year came up the important qnestion resi|)ccting the 
adoption of tho fonntittition prr|inriMl by the aforeiuiid convention An«l sent out 
by theui for the approval of the people. In open town meeting this constitu- 
tion was taken up, debated and acted upon, article by article. The result 
was, that while many of its provisions were approvetl by a majority of the 
town, others were rejectc^l. The Unrd artleU in the Rill of Kiglits, which 
proposed that the preaehiitg uf the Oos]>el sho\ild be sup|>orted by taxation, 
was rejected, on the ground that it was ** unconstitutional to human nature 
and nothing in the word of God to support it.'* The article sjiecifying the 
ap]»ointment of the judges of the Supreme Court b}' the Executive was 
rejected, and a substitute pro^Kiscd, viz : that they should l>e elected annually 
by the Jxigislature. The article constituting the 8enate an essential jmrt 
of the Legislature was rf-jected, on the ground that snch a distinct bo«1y was 
unnecessary. Those articles s]>ecifying the pecuniary qualitications of the dif- 
ferent otiiccrs of government, and of voters in town meeting, were rejected by 
a majority of the votes of this town. An amendment was proposctl that 
Justices of the Peace, instead of being apiK>inted by the Governor, should he 
elected by ballet annually, in legal town meeting, and commissionetl by the 
Governor. It was also proposed that town clerks be the acknowleilgers and 
registers of deeds, and that the Probate ofRce bo lodged in the hands of tho 
Selectmen, and the Town Clerk be ex officio Clerk of Probate. 

These transactions are referre<I to for the purj^osc of exhibiting the views 
of our fatheni reKpocting tho seieneo of eivil government. While it was hapjty 
for (mr Commonwealth that most of the alterations here proposed did not pre- 
vail, it is worthy of notice that the views expressed in relation to the liill of 
Rights on the prevailing views of the Commonwealth at the present day, and 
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After the lapse of half a century, have effected on essential alteration of this 
article in tlie constitution. 

Ill the order of chronology it may be proper hero to notice an incident 
which occurred here in 1781. During this year the north i>art of this town 
waM iiif';ste<l with a coinpniiy of vagrant religious fanatics callcil '* Trcmhlem.'* 
Siit'li cxlrnvn^aiii-** and diHotdiir niid iiidi^cc^ncy were exhilnteil hy them in 
thuir inUinunii'Mi; wilii the iiih.'iiiilHiilM, iiml rN|M*cinlly in llio tw.iM of \v<M-Hhi]i, 
that Ihi; |n'o|i1i* living in the vicinity whcm they hH:atod tlii>iiiHvIv<*M lH*i;iuiii! 
very McridiiMly annoyed and prc8cnted thciii t<» the authorities of the t<iwii as a 
public nuisniice. \Yhet-eu]>oii it wais voted in legal town niecling that *' the 
•Selei-tiiiiMi he rtspiosted to warn iiaid straggling Trffnihlers now in town, 
and thoKc that shall come in hereafter, to dejiart in twenty-four hours or 
expect trouble." 



TKCUNl A JCY KM IMKUASSAIKNT-SII AY*S INSUUKKCTION. 

In I7H*i the pecuniary pressure became very severe u]>on the inhabitants 
of this town and the community in general. 1'he enfeebled and partially 
organizeil condition of the General Government rendered it necessary for indi- ' 
vidual States to make great efforts to maintain their credit and meet the i 
demands which t)ie progress of the war was constantly )>ringing upon them. 
Massachnsctts felt under the necessity of levying a heavy tax upon the |>eoplc. 
The result was munnurings and insubordination from every quarter. The 
piH>p!e of this town voluil ii«tt to collect the portion of the State tax assigned 
to them, and to recommend to their militia ollieers to resign their eomiiiissioiui. 
They drew up and signed a covenant for their mutual defense and sent out a 
committee to inform the neighboring towns of their doings. Other towns were 
excited to similar measures of resistance from similar causes. Taxes were 
heavy and money scarce; county conventions began to be held, and one event 
after another transpired until Shay's rebellion broke out, in 1780. Such were 
the embarrassments of the times that the people not only resisted the taxes of 
government, but the deniands of common creditors. The regular sittings of 
the courts at Northampton, Worcester and Taunton were obstructed by the ! 
peo))le convening in tumnltuotis assemblies. Thousands of our citiycns in dif- i 
feront parts of tlio Commonwealth were arrayed in rebellion against a govern- ; 
meat which they had just established at the expense of great toil and much i 
blood. A majority of the jieople of this town joined in the common panic ■ 
;iiid tiNik Nidci« with the insurgents. By consent of a majority of the Selectmen 
the iiiagaxine of the town was given into the hands of the rebels, and a militia 
officer and a company of soldiers volunteered their services and marched off to 
their assistance. But the same Almighty Hand that sustained our country 
during her contest with the hosts of Knglaud, carried her safely through these 
scenes of civil commotion, and caused them all to Mork together for goo<1, to 
hur future peace and permanency. With a few conllicts, and the loss of a few 
lives, the insurrection was quelled; the people, after further reflection, became 
satisfied that their embarrassments were occasioned rather by the necessary 
expenditures of the Revolution than by any defect in the goveniment itself or 
the manner of its administration. 
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AOOI'TION OF THE FCOERAL CONSTITUTION. 

The cntnmotioiift tiftiTAtecl above eonviuced the people of New Kngland 
that tonic xtmngcr bond of union between tbo States, for tbeir mutual protec- 
tion, was necessary. Accordingly, a convention was called at I^oHton in 17S7 
for the pnrpose i»f consulting U]H>n the adoption of the confederated cnnntitu- 
tion ]iropiiM«>d by the Ton^rcHa of thi! IJnilod StaUui. A«:cnr<lth^ly, Kpliruini 
WiliitiiiiN, I'!mi|.. w.iH i-boHen t«» rupn^ioiil tbiN* town in ruiiil cunvciilioii, ami 
iiiMlriirU'd ** tit iimi; Imm inthurnco that ataid constitution dotb not lak«f place.*' 
Ibit, no.twitliHUindin^ the views of the goo«l i>eopleof this town, H.-iiil constitu- 
tion diti lake phicc, and for nearly tifty years the (Hioplc of thiM town, in 
coiiintiH) with their fcHow-citixcuM throughout the Union, Iiavc rejoiced in the 
many blcsnin^^s which it has imparted. 



KCCLICS1A8TICAL IIISTOIIY. 

It has l>een remark«ul that the original proprietors of this toM'n took early 
nu-asures to supply the lirst settlers with Gospel ordinances. In the original 
grant of the Sobliere* Kights two of tbem were reserved for the »up]>ort of a 
learned and orthodox ministry; and in 1751 a sum of money was raised by the 
proprietors to supply the settlement with preaching. Ilev. Mr. Dickiniionf a 
Congregational minister from Uadley, was the first employed to preach in the 
settlement. Afterward they were favored with the labors of Rev. >I r . Streeter. 
Their meetings were held in the dwelling of Deacon Kbeuezer Ikdding, which 
HtoiMl on the same ground now occupied by an house on the opiMMite sidit of 
the way fnmi Dimiek Kllis, Kut). rNow(IS(VI) .Mr. H.irdweirs.--ll. S. K.] 
Mr. .loMiiua llaJl m»w (I8S7) owns and lives on this farm. 

The first regular church formed in the town was of the Baptist denomina- 
tion. It was constituted July, 1761, consisting of nine members. In the 
foUowing August Ilev. Kbenezer Smith, the eldest son of Chileab Smith, was 
ordaine<l its pastor. In May, 17GS, Nathan Chapin and seventeen others sent 
in a petition to General C*ourt setting forth that they belonged to the persua- 
sion calle«l Anabaptists, and praying to be exempted from the taxation for the 
support of the Congregational ministry. This petition, after repeated and 
persevering efforts, dnnng which the petitioners were subjected to many tr>'ing 
scenes, was at last granted. It is to be regretted that there should ever have 
Ijecn occasion, in this land of enlightened ]il>erty, for such a ])etiti<»n :is this. 
Nothing wouhl sccni to be more reasonable than that auy religious denomiu.ation 
demeaning tbemaclvet as peaceable members of society, should enjoy free tol- 
eration in the exclusive maintenance of their own order, (hir fathers tied 
hither that tltcy might enjoy lilierty of conscience in matters of roli^iim. liut 
it must bo remembered, by way of apology for any seeming inconsistency in 
their legislative acts, that for a long while after the settlement of Plymouth 
the |>eople of this land were very generally of one and the same denomination; 
hence their laws had rcsjiect to this particular denomination alone; and when 
in the process of events other sects sprang up, they were not so cari«ful, per- 
ha|>s, as enlightened Christian charity would have dictated, in so modifying 
their statutes as to give equal toleration to all who mii;ht conscientiously dilTer 
from them. Hence, iu the tardy revision of the laws to meet the exigencies 
of the times, there were, without doubt, insulated cases of what would now 
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be universally pronounced religious intolersnce and oppression. But those 
wore days when free toleration in the things of religion were but imperfectly 
understood. The progress of nearly a century has thrown ranch light on this 
subject; we have occasion to thauk God that we have fallen on better times. 
Jjet not the errors of those years of comparative darkness, Ion*; since gono by, 
be revived and banded down as a matter of rejiroach or recrimination between 
Christian brctlircu dilFerin^ only in modes, and all enjoying, to their full 
satisfaction, liberty of conscience and equal toleration. For a long number of 
years the kintlest feelings have l>een entertained between the liaptist and 
Con;;rogational churches in this town. 

In 1798, after a niinistry of thirty-seven years in this town. Elder Smith 
was dismissed from his pastoral charge in go<id standing. Jlo soon after 
removed to the western part of New York, where he continued to labor in 
diirerent places until he reached the age of 89. ile died at Stockton, in the 
County of Chautauqua, N. Y. Mr. Smith, though not favored with early 
opportunities (or a systematic education, is represented to have been a mim of 
strong native powers of mind, thoroughly ortbodoi in sentiment, and an 
acceptable preacher. [ Sec ( 1 0) page 71.] 

January 14th, 1798, Elder Enos Smith, the youngest son of Chiloab Smith, 
and brother of the former minister, was ordained pastor of this church, and 
still continues in this relation, having now reached the 85th year of his age and 
3Gth of his ministry. 

In ISOO this society, embracing a portion of the southeastern section of 
Buckland, obtsined an act of incorporation. This church has, at different 
periods, cxfierieiictMl seasons of refrestiing from the presence of the Lord. This 
was particularly the fact ihirinji; the winter of 1831, when considerable addi- 
tions were made to their communion. The exact number of communicants 
now belonging to this church I am not able to state. In the spring of 18.H1 it 
was one hundred and six. Their first house of worship stood about Hfty rods 
north of Mr. Chileab Smith's. About two years since the society erected a 
new and convenient meeting-house, about one-half of a mile to the east of this 
spot. 

This society, if not the oldest, is certainly among the oldest, of the Baptist , 
denominations in the western section of Massachusetts. It has always occu- 
pied ground peculiarly its own, having never interfered with that preoccupied ; 
by others. Its church is venerable for its age; many in it have boon raised \ 
up for the Kingdom of 1 leaven. It is entitled to and, I doubt not, it receives, . 
the prayers of the people of God of overy name around it, for its peace and I 
prosperity. 

l)econdx;r 22d, 17(i2, the Proprietors gave a call to Mr. Jacob Sherwin to 
settle with them in the work of the Gospel ministry. February *i*J«l, 1703, a 
Congregational church consisting of 6fteen members was formed by au ecclesi- 
astical council convened for the purpose, and on the following day Mr. Shcrwin 
was, by the same council, ordained its pastor. The Articles of Faith and 
Covenant prepared by this council were consented to and signed by the fol- 
lowing jiersons: Jacob Sherwin, Thomas Phillips, Nathan Waito, Ebenezer 
Bclding, Timothy Lewis and Joseph Mitchell. 

Mr. Sher^vin's ministry in this place continued a little more than eleven 
years and two months. Difficulties arising between him and his people, he 
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M'M liiiaUy (UsnrlsKod by an ecclesiastical council and recommeiKlcd to the 
conGilciicu of the churches. During the mioistry of Mr. S. eighty persons 
M-ere added to this church, including those who became members at the time 
of its constitution. Forty nine of these were admitted by profeuion and 
thirty-on^ l»y lottery of recommvutlatiou from 8i»ter churches. The ordinance 
uf baptiHni was ailministureil to one hundred and nineteen personn. 

Mr. Sherwin wan bom in Hebron, Conn., and was graduated at Yale Col- 
lege in J7o!>. After his dismission from his pastoral charge lie continued to 
reside in the ti»\vn, became a Justice of the Peace, the" fir^t that was honored 
with this commission in the place, wa* elected clerk of the town for a numlier 
of years, and abso clerk of the proprietors, and occasionally <»niciated as one of 
the Selectmen. Afterward he resumed the active duties of the ministry, 
removed to Shaftesbury, Vt., where he was installed and, as far as it appears, 
continued his labors until his decease: 

Ikiceuilier 'J'id, 1774, Rev. Nehemiah Porter was installed pastor of this 
church and continued in this relation until his decease, February 29th, 18*20, 
aged 99 years and 1 1 months. During Mr. Porter's active labors, until the 
settlement of his first colleague, it being about thirty -five years and a half,. 
334 persons were admitted to the church — 240 by profession and 94 by letter. 
Kisht hundred and fifty received the ordinance of baptism. Daring Mr. Por- 
ter's ministry the church enjoyed several seasons of religions revival. In 1780* 
•»a year distinguished in the annals of Xew England for the extraordinary 
ontpouring of the Holy Spirit upon the churches— there were numbers gath- 
ered into the Church of Christ in this place; but more particularly in 1797-8, 
during which season of precious interest upwards of eighty were addc<l to the 
Congregational (^hurch. 

Hev. Mr. Porter was Imm in Ipswich, in this State, in 1720, just abodt 
one century from the landing of the Pilgrims on Plymouth Rock, and lived to 
witness the mighty events that signalized the revolution of almost an entire 
century from that memorable period. He was graduated at Cambridge Col- 
lege in 1745, and studied divinity with Prof. Wigglesworth, of that institution. 
He was tirst settled at Chebosco, now Essex, in the County of Essex. After 
his dismission from that place he removed with his family into the British Do- 
minions, in New Brunswick, whore he labored for a number of years in the 
character of a missionary. From thenoe he came into this region and was 
finally installed over this people in 1774. 

Mr. Porter was a man of active, energetic and commanding powers of 
mind. He was favored with a vigorous constitution and an uncommon strength 
and fullness of voice. His religious sentiments were those of the Reformation, 
and his style of preaching, though somewhat redundant— a characti>ristio of 
the age— -WHS, nevertheless, cncrgetio and impreiMivo. During the War t>f 
the Revolution, his support in a great measure failing, in consequence of the 
severe pressure of the times, he obtained permission to Join the army on the 
Hudson River, in the capacity of chapliin. — He was there during the eoudict 
with Burgoyne and the capture of the British army. That event, so propitious 
to the American arms, he was wont to tay was not the result of human might 
or power, but by the arm of Jehovah of Hosts. During the heat of the battle 
which decided the fate of Burgoyne's army Mr. Porter, being with a reserve of 
men at a little distance from the scene of action, obtained permission of the 
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offlser to retire, \rith us many as were dispoaeil, to a aeclmlcd spot at a little 
distance, for the purpose of prayer^ and, while in the full hearing of the tre- 
mendous onset they were there calling upon the God of Armies to interpose 
with Hia miglity arm in behalf of the cause of liberty and religion, the noise 
of the battle tliod away and the victory of our arms was decisive. Perhaps 
Ihrn* iMiviT wiiM A (;ontust since miraculous ])owors ceased, where the intcr|>o- 
sitiou of llfAvcii \\':vi iiinru i'oiiH]>iuu<MiN, lliiiii in that which rrNtilt<Ml in the 
indupeiidcMicc of tlicnu United States. 

Mr. Porter lived far beyoud the oonimon lot of men. He did not wholly 
ceaae from the labors of the ministry until he was over ninety years of age; 
and, indeed, until the last month of his life he was able to comluct the devo- 
tions of the family and to converse to the religious cdiKcation of his friends. 
With long life ho was satisHo«l. lie came to hi^ grave in full age. He M'as 
gathered to his fathers like a shock of corn fully ri|>e in its season. [Rev. Mr. 
I'ortiT citturcd the pulpit of his church, and tixik part in the Kcrvico, when in 
the 100th ycir of his age. Jle was taken from his house and seated on a chair 
placed on a "stone boat," was conveyeil to the meeting house. Mr. ]^orter» 
the present (1887) proprietor of the Ashfield Hotel, on the Plain, is a descend- 
«nt of his]. 

Hev. Alvm Sanderson was installed coUeagae pastor with Rev. Mr. Por^ 
ter June 2*2d, 180S, and was dismiwod at hiA own request, on account of 
-declining health January 3d, 181G, after an active and successful ministry of 
aeven years and six months. During this period sixty were added to the 
church — forty* one by profession, nineteen by letter; number of baptisms, 
seventy -four. Mr. Sanderson wis born in DeerHeld and graduated at 
Williams College. Although his public ministry was short, yet it proved a 
rich blessing to the people of his charge. His talents were of the active kind, 
and, though he did not excel as a preacher, he was peculiarly qaaliHod to do 
goo<l as a pastor in his daily intercourse with all classes. His laliors were, 
em]ihatically, in season and out of season. In the literary, moral and religions 
education of the young he took a lively interest, and to promote this he 
labored incessantly. The burden of duties which he took upon himself im- 
paired his health, and the fatal blow was struck by an attempt to fill with his 
voice the illy-constructed house of worship recently erected by his congrega- 
tion. The effort to be heard in its high pulpit, and from beneath elevated 
ceiling, jiroducod an hemorrhage of the lungs and brought on a grailnal 
decline. In the meridian of life his sun went down. Hy the last acts of 
his life >Ir. Sanderson more fnlly developed the iulluence of that charity 
wlitch scekcth not her own, over his own hftart. Htving no family of his own 
to provide for, the most of the property which he had acquired by his industry 
and habits of economy he bequeathed to purposes of public learning aud reli- 
gion. The cause of foreign and domestic missions shared each a distinct legacy 
in his will. To the society over which be had been settled he made a generous 
donation as a pcriuauitnt fund for the support of the ministry; and, lastly, the 
academy which bears his name \vsi% originated ami endowed, in his earnest 
desire to do all in his power to improve the minds and hearts of the rising 
generation in learning aud ]>iety. He fell asleep in Jesus June 22, 1817, in the 
thirty -seventh year of his age. The memory of the just is blessed. The 
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name of Alvan .Sanderson will long be hold in grateful remcmlirance by many 
■urviving mem lien of his beloved Hock. 

After the dismission *of Mr. Sanderson the society continued destitute 
of ft pastor for more than three years. Daring; this period it was greatly 
afltictcil witli disiionsiouii— the trying question who Hhonld l>o iIm next minister 
hil woH niv;)i brukeu down it^ energies ;ind prostr.itud its ability to Mii-ilain 
llir i»nb'iiaii<*<*N of Ui«) <tuS|K!l. And y«)t, nveu in thcNu troiiblouM li:ut;M, the 
J^-inl did lint forget his covenant pooplu. During this season of destitntioii a 
revival uwk pbice which brought twenty into the fold of the jtedeemcr. 

The writer of these sketches was ordained colleague pastor with Kev. Mr. 
Porter, over this chnrch and society, June 19, 1S19, and continued in this 
relation with mutual harmony and contidence until May, 1833, when, in conse- 
i|uenueof feeble health andthe-ho|)e of being more useful in a niorn active 
sphere of uiinisterial labor, he was, at his own re(|uest, and by the kind ccm> 
ourrunint of bin pooplu. dimnissod by a mutual ct>uiicil. lie wan born in Norton 
and gnwluated at Hrown University in 1813. During his ministry in this place, 
which continued nearly fourteen year«, three seasons of special revival were 
enjoyed. The first was during the winter of 1821-2, when upwards of eighty 
were added to the church; the second was in the winter of 1S29 30, when 
about the same number was added; the third was in the autumn, when about 
fliirty-ftve were gathered into the visible fold of Christ. During the whole of 
his ministry the nural>er of admissions has boon 274. all but thirty-two of 
whish have been by profession. The number of baptisms during the same 
time were (7irr« hundred andfite. From the origin of the Congregational 
Church until the time of the writer's dismission, it betoff a little more than 
seventy years, 7G0 have been admitted to its communion and the ordinance of 
baptism administered to 1,405 persons. The number of living mem1)cr8 at the 
alMve date, in regular standmg; was 290, of whom 104 were males and ISC 
females. 

In May, 1833, Itev. Mason Grosvenor was uistalled pastor of this church 
and tooiety. 3klr. Qrosvenor was bom in Pom fret, Conn., and graduate<l at 
Yale College. Since the settlement of Mr. 6. some aiUlitions have been made 
to the chnrch. May the Holy Spirit continue to descend upon it aa rain upon 
the mown grass, and many be added unto it from time to time, of such as shall 
be saved. 

The following brethren have officiated as deacons in this chnrch in the 
order in which thuir names are rccordwl, vis: Ebeuexer Bclding, Joshua Sher- 
win, John Ucroeut, Jonathan 'J*aylor, John Porter, Enos Smith, Elijah Paino, 
Samuel Bemcnt, Daniel Williams, Jared Bement Deacons Paino, Williams 
and Jared Bemcnt are still in ollice. 

The first Congregational house of worship was built by the Proprietors. 
The frame was sot up on the hill west of the dwelling of Dimick Kllis, Esq., 
but before it was covered it was taken^down and set np on the southwest corner 
of the old burying ground on the plain. The removal took place in I7l»7. Thv 
pivsoutlunuo of worifbip wa;i raised July, ISPi, and occupied by the congrega- 
tion in the autumn of 1S13. May the glor}' of this latter house be greater than 
that of the former. 

In 1814 a second Baptist society was formed in this town, and a meeting- 
hoase bailt on what is called the Flat, about one mile east of the Congregational 
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Charch. For a number of years Elder Louuimus officiated as the minieter of 
tbu society. In 18*20 Mr. L. removed into the State of New York. Since 
then they have had the occasional labors of Rev. Orra Martin, from Bristol, 
Conn., who resides in the t4>\vD. This society shared in the revival of 1S29-30, 
when a church was ur>;aiiixeii with twenty-seven members. Their present 
number, probably, does not vary much from what it was then. 

In 1S'20 an Episcopal society was formed in this town, au<l in IK29 a neat 
and comuifMlious house ercctctl and consucratotl by the Bishop, by the name of 
St. John's Cliuroh. The society bas been supplied at dilfurent times by the 
labors of Rev. Titus Strong, Rev. Lot Jones, Rev. William Withington, 
Ucv. Mr. Humphrey, and Rev. Silas Blaisdale. who now resides with them. 
Their number of communicants in 1831 was about thirty. Their number has 
probably ijicreased since, but how many I have not the means of knowing. 

During the lour or five years past the Methodists have established a place 
of worship, near the southeast corner of the town, and their circuit preachers 
occasionally ofliciato in other parts of the town. They shared in the revival 
of 1830. Their number of regular communicants I have no means of ascer- ■ 
taining. I 

Moch of these religious societies sustains a Sabbath school, through a part 
or all of the year, and has a library for the use of its scholars; that belonging 
to the Congregational Society contains rising of 500 bound volumes. Among 
these different denominations, mingled together throughout the town, a good 
degree of harmony prevails. Miy the language of Abraham and Lot ever be 
theirs: *' Let there be no strife between me and thee, for we be brethren." 



Kl>lICATi(»N. 

The General Court, as we have before nociced, in their original grant to 
the proprietors, made express provision for the maintenance of common schools 
by reserving one right for this object. In the wisdom of our fathers the cause 
of education — one of the main pillars of a republican government — was not to be 
overlooked in the early settlement of the country. The annual income of the 
school lands is a little rising of one hundred dollars. To this an annual tax of 
about six hundred dollars is added, and expended in tliirteen districts, acoord- 
ing to the number of scholars in each. The whole sum thus expended averages 
about one dollar annually to each scholar. The quantity of instruction in each 
district varies according to the number of scholars; taken together it will aver- 
age about six months to each district. Although the standard of common 
education is not what it ought to be, and what it mi^ht be, in this town, yet 
it has much improved during the last ten years, and is not now inferior, it is 
believed, to what it is in other towns similarly situated in the Commonwealth. 
"Jlio occasional establishment of select schools in the vicinity, and particularly 
those sustained by Miss Mary Lyon, now of Ipswich, has done much to qualify 
teachers for ihc more successful management of district scbools. 

After Rev. Mr. Sanderson had resigned the duties of the ministry, his 
health remaining feeble, he iircpared a building, one-half at his own expense, 
and in the spring of ISIG opened a school for the instruction of youth of both 
sexes in the higher branches of a useful education. Though soon interrupted 
in his iiersonal labors, yet at his decease he laid the foundation for a continued 
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fscininary for tlm promotion of learning. inorAlity an-l reliv^ion in the rising 
gviicratiim. In 1821 :tn Aut of incorporation wan obtaincil uu<ler tlu* name of 
iSiiHiUi'tiOH Aaflettijif, and in the autumn of the same year it went into peruia- 
nent <i|>eratif»n un>ler the care of Mr. Ahijah Cnwe, aj^nuhiatc of Dartmouth 
t'ollei^e. Aftur Mr. ('., foUtiwod euccuuivcly in thu lahor of instruction, 
Mfn^r^. A. (*onvttr4ean(l S. W. (Jlark, from Dartmouth Collu^'e; Mcnsrv. IS. B. 
KUvartU, H. V\x'^^ ami K. C. Cotfin, <»f Amherst Collcifu, ami J!cv. SilaM 
J{iai«ilnlc. l''or a number of yoAra pAst, in uouaeiucnce of the tlcHuienuy of its 
funrls, but more especially the want of the united patronage uf the inhabitants 
of the town, it has almost wholly cestsed its operation. It is melancholy to 
contemplate an institution fouutled in the prayers and charities of a man of 
(«o«l, ^'oin^ to disuse and decay in the midiit of a population greatly needing 
iti advanta;;e9, merely for the want of a little harmonioui fostering care. 

A Kooial library containing aliout 173 well seleotetl volumes, ami yearly 
increased by an annual tax of fifty cents upon each share, ban been in o^icration 
since I SJ 5. During the continuance of the aca'.lemy a debating society, and 
ai'ccrwards a lyccum, were productive of much interest an<l profit to the young 
people of the village. 

TKUI'RKANCK. 

The inhabitants of Uiis town, in common with their fvUow-citixcns located 
in a region of frnit and diMtilleries, have suffered much from the scourge of 
ijitonipe:ance. For years the wave of liiinid lire rolled over those hills and 
valleys, carrying disease and poverty and death in its trail, with scarcely an 
obstacle to withiitand its course. Many of thi* distillories, lirnt Mft up for Ibo 
di-ttilhitiou of mint, by a litllo additional expoiiNc tif vats could bu cni[doyi*d 
for a imrt of the year in distilling cider. It it bclievetl that for a numl>cr of 
years there were as many as eight or ten of these magazines of destruction in 
operation in the town. It W4S almost as much a matter of course fin* the 
farmer to take his cider to the still ami tike houie his stock of brandy for 
family use, as it was for him to carry his grain to the mill and funiish the staff 
of life for his household. But the times are changed — the Spirit of the Lord 
has lifted up a standard against the enemy of all righteousness. In the spring 

of a society was formed on the principle of total abstinence, consisting at 

lirst of twelve members. Many sober men were at first in doubt whether it 
was not pressing the cause too far; farmers were people that they could not 
hire their labor without the use of ardent spirits. Hut on further coiisidera* 
tion their diiUculties vanished one after another; the members of the society 
increased rapidly, until in the course of a few months rising of (»0() names were 
found in the temperance constitutitm. The enemies of the cause were alanncil; 
they made every effort in their power to stay the work of refonn; a strong 
union lictwcen the lovers of strong drink, the lovers of the gain of it, and the 
lovers of ollice, was formed, and showe<l itself at the polls and wherever any 
attack could be nia<le upon the friends of temperance. Hut still the giHMl cauHe 
could not be ]mt down; opposition only served to strike its roots dco|»cr into 
the hearts of its friends; an eflicient society was fonneil in the north section of 
the town, whose fruits were soon manifest in the work of reform. The friends 
01 temperance of different religious denominations go hand in hand in th« 
cause; and, although one or two distilleries, and a few retailing stores and some 
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temperate drinken stand in the M'ay, yet n purifying process is in progress 
which will not stop until the whole town and region is reclaimed from the 
cruel grasp of this common enemy of Goil and of man. 

•' Fly swfn tiroiiiKl, yo ubevU ofllaie* 
And Itriiii; lliu wrlcoiite day." 

ruoi**Ks.SH»rAi. mkn. 

Thr following ]icniuii8, urigiiially inhabitants of this town, have l>con edu- 
cated at collef<e, vix: Ucv. Preserved Smith, graduated at Hruwn University 
and settled in the ministry in J{owe; Kcv. Freeman Scars, Williams College, 
settled in Xatick and deceased in 1812; Ucv. Samuel Parker, Williams Col- 
lege, residing in the State of New York; Frederick Howes, Esq., Cambridge 
College, attorney at law in Salem; Kranciti Hassett, Ksq. , Cambridge College, 
attorney at law in liOMton; llev. Elijah Paine, Jr., Amherst College, formerly 
settled in <;iaremont, N. H.; Hov. William P. Paine. Amherst College, settled 
in Holden; llev. Charles Porter, Amherst College, settled in Gloucester; Rev. 
Morris White, Dartmouth College, settle<l in Southampton; Itev. William 
Bement, Dartmouth College, settled in Easthampton- Leonard Bemcnt, Esq.,* 
Union College, attorney at law, Albany, N. Y.; Francis (villett, Yale College, 
attorney at law in Ohio; Rev. John Alden, Jr., Amherst College, principal of 
Franklin Manual l«alM>r School in Shelburn; Mr. Adell Jlarvuy, Amherst 
College, sitndcnt in Divinity; Uev. Anson Dyer, not publicly educated, lalx>r- 
ing an an evan>;elist. Several young lucu are now in the proccs.i of a public 
education. 

Hon. Elijah Paine, a native of Hatfield, has been the only attorney at law 
which has settled in this toi-n until very recently. Mr. Paine has been s 
member of the Senate of this Commonwealth and the Chief Justice of the Court 
of Session in this oounty until the time of its dissolution. David Aiken, Esq., 
has recently opened an office as attorney at law in this town. 

The following regular anthoriKed physicians have resided in this town in 
the order in which their names occur; Moses Hayden, Phineas Bartlet, Francis 
Mantor, David Dickinson, afterwanls settled in the ministry in PlainKeld, K. ' 
11. ; Hon. Enos Smith, a graihiate of Dartmouth Collc;{e, once a niendior of the I 
Senate from Franklin County, now living in Granby; Rivera Nash, Green Hol« | 
loway, Lee, Atherlon Clark, now living in Cunimingtnn; William Hamilton, I 
now in Providence, R. I.; Jared Bement, a native of this town; Charles Knowl- ; 
ton. The last two are now practising physicians in the town. 

COUNTY AND TO^^TS' OFFICRRS. 

The followiog gentlemen have been commissioned Justices of the Peace 
while residing in this town, viz: Jacob Sherwin, Philip Phillips, Ephraim 
AVilliams. Elijah Paine, Enos Smith, Henry Bassett, Thomas White, Levi 
Cook, Dimick Ellis. James McFarland, Kussell Bement, Chester Sanderson. 

The following gentlemen have rcjircscntccl this town in the Legislature of 
the ConimonM-ealth. viz: Capt. Rlisha Cranston, Dea. Jonathan Taylor, Ben ja- 



*Judge Boincnt rcuioTinl to(irand RapMi, Mich., about 1850, where he died twenty to 
twcnty-fit'e yourt inter, lie wim a highly renftecteU man. 
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iiiin Kog«rt» Chilcab Smith, Wm. WilHamt, Esq., Philip Phillips, j*:s(|., Kphraim 
Williams, Esq., Hon. Elijah Paine, Henry Baanett, Esq., Thomwi AVhitc, Esq., 
Kon. Knos Smith, Capt. Bethuel Lillcy, Levi Oook. Esq., Oimick Kilis, E»q., 
Capt. KoMWcIl Uanncy, Hca. Samuel licmcnt, Chester Siiiitlenon, Ksip, Joiin- 
than ScarM, Scth Church, Anson Hcmciit. 

TUv riillf»\viii^ pci-HiiiiH havu Murvoil an Tnwii CicrkM, viz.: Samuel Bcltliu;;, 
Itcnjuiiiiu rhiliipM. .lacnh Shurwin, Ks«|., Dr. Thineas Hartlut, Dr. Kranci}« 
.M:iut4>r, IiOvi(*<Mik, K»q., Ifon. E. Paiuc, ('apt. Xclah Xoitoii, Henry Ikm^ctt, 
Kmi|., I^>\viM Williams, Hon. Knos Smith, Uimick Ellis, Ks«j., Jamos MoKarlaii'l. 
K<<|., KusKcll l>cmcnt, Es<|., Wait Dement. 

Tlie follciwinir gi-ntlemen have ^ervcll as Town Treasurer*. vi7: Hinjamin 
Phillips, Pnvi«l AKIeu, Dr. Phiueas Bartlet, Warren Green, Jr., Ephraim 
Williams, Ksq., Levi Cook, Ksiq., Iluii. E. Paine. Charles Williams, Henry 
HasHCtt, K«q., ( 'hester San«lerson, J*Isq. 

The following |;«ntlemcn have served as Selectmen, viz: Ebcnexer Beld 
in^, Reu))eu Ellis, Nathan Chapin, Philip Phillips, Esq., Moses Faller, Chilcab 
Smith, Thomas Pliillips, Samuel Belding, Dea. Jonathan Taylor, .\anm T«yon. 
Samuel Allen, Timothy l^wis, Isaac Shopard, Capt. Joshua Taylor, Peter 
Cross, Dr. Bartlet, Jacob Sherwin, Esq., Dea. John Bcment, Rowland Scars, 
WarrunCilrccn, Jr., Triah Cioodwin, John Sherwin, Thomas . Stocking. Benja- 
min Rogers, (*biloab Smith, John Ellis, Ephraim Williams, Esq., William 
Flower, IMiilip Philli]is, Esq., Capt. John licnnut, I^mncl Spurr, Abiier Kol- 
Icy, Joshua Howes, .A biexitr Perkins, Hon. E. Paine, Samuel Guilford, Kbene- 
zcr Smith, John Alden, Thomas W*hite, Esq., Capt liethnel Lilley, Josiah 
Drake, Chipmau Smith, Nathaniel Holmes, Dimiek Ellb, Esq., Capt. Roswell 
Ranney, Jonathan Sears, Samuel Eldredge, Simeon Phillips, Sanford Boies, 
Austin Lilley, Seth Church, George Plall, Capt William Hassett. 



CASUALTY. 

In May, 1827, an event occurred near the center of this town of too signal 
importance in its history to l>e omitted in these sketches. I refer to the acci- 
itcntal drowning of live persons in the Pond west of the Plain. Theii names 
were Doa. David Lyon, a worthy man, agetl 03, and his son, Aaron, ai;v«l IS, 
Arnold Drako, ageil 2S. and two sons of Mr. Eli V>ray, William and ISoU'rt, one 
ir>, the other I.H. These |ienions, attended by a few others, left their families 
and friends on a l)e.autiful m'>ming in May, to follow their flocks to the place 
of washing, under an fair a prospect of retuniing at evening as ever they went 
(»ut with in any previous morning in their lives; but, a!as! they were all 
home homo lifeless corpses, hi a lit of merriment, exeitoti by a poimmoun stim- 
ulant whieli \va5« then deome«la necessary appendage to the washing of sheep, 
nix of the com|)auy seated themselves in a log canoe, with two sheep, for the 
|Mir]>ose of a short sail. On reaching deep water, about eight or ten yards 
frnin the shore, the canoe dipped water, Riled and went under. Two of the 
f-umpany — the cl«1eftts<Mi of Deacon Lron and a boy — »vith the sheep, sprung 
for the shore and reached it safely; Drake, Lyon and the young Grays imme- 
•liately sunk and disappeared. Dea. Lyon, from the shore seeing his son in 
•Linger, sprang in to his assistance, hut on stepping suddenly from shoal to 
•ItM'p water immediately disappeared. It is remarkable that not one of them. 
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jifter Biiiking the firat time, ever rose again uutil their bo<lieii were raised by 
others. Alarm \ras immediately given by those from the bank, the people of the 
village u'erc soon on the spot and measures immediately set ia operation to raise 
their bodies. A yuung man dove anil brought up Dei. Lyon, who had lieen 
under perhaps fifteiMi minutes. They next succeeded in bringing up Drake, after 
pcrhapH thirty minutes' iihmersion; next, the body of young Lyon; and last, 
.tfter being nndcr about an hour, were brought up the bodies of the young 
Grays locked in each other's arms. Pleasures for resuscitation were immedi- 
ately coniuienccd on the shore, and prosecuted after they were carried to the 
house of Mr. Asa Sanderson for several hours, but all in vain; the vital spark 
had Hed, nor could it be recalled; not the least sign of reanimation apjieared 
in either of them. They were ensnared in an evil hour. In an unexpected 
moment their souls were requirod of them. After all hope of recovering the 
drowned persons was given up roossengcrs M*-ero dispatched to carry the sad 
tidingN to the widows, children, parents, bruthurs and sisters of the deceased. 
So«m the messengers returnc<1, bringing with them the widows of Doa. Lyon 
and Drake, and the daughter of ])ea. L., who was the stepmother of the young 
Grays. The afloeting scenes of that interview may in some faint measure be '. 
imaginod, bnt not described. On the following day the funeral of these five 
corpses was attended in the presence of a large concourse of sympathizing 
friends and strangers, at the late dwelling of Dea. Lyon. An appropriate dis- 
course was preaehedon the occasion by Rev. Mr. Martin, from Kccles. ix. 12, 
after which their remains were dcpositoil in the graveyard by the lUptist meet- 
ing- hoiiMe, lit the north part of thi^ town. Who that witnessed any part of that 
apiKilling seciio can pasu* by the b.inks of that Kuvhido«l ponil without rctoallinK 
fresh to mind the events of that melancholy day? And who that pondurs 
ni)on the events of that day can think lightly of the Savior's exhortation : 
** Watch, therefore, for ye know not the hour when the Son of Man comoth." 



CONCLUSION. 

Uat it is time to bring these sketches— already, perhaps, too far protracted 
—to a cloHC. Permit mo then, my brothron and friemls, with whom I have 
be-jii permitted rptietly to sojourn for a time, in conclusion to say; 

It is now about /^ 4 /ir/// yran since the voice of the civilized emigrant 
first broke npon the silence of this, then lonely, wildorui'ss. Throo gen- 
erations of men have come up and passed ofT the stage since your fathers 
came hither. The lofty forests which then crowned these hills and valleys 
have l>owed to the power and industry of man, and given placd to cultivated 
lioldii and thriving villages. Tho haunts of wild beasts have been supplanted , 
by the abo les of civilizid society. You of this generation roam securely over 
vour lit>lds, and iilcep (piiotly on your beds, where once lurked in ambush the 
mereilcHi sava;;o, antl where your fathers toiled by day and lay down at night 
with their arms by their side. This goodly heritage, with all its civil, literary 
and religious blessings, purchased by their toils, privation and blood, you now 
onjoy. i!od forbid that you should prove so ungratctful lui to dcHpl.sc such a 
birthright. Think not lightly, brethren and friends, of the talents committed 
to your care. Ninety years to come, and where will most of you be ? Who 
will occupy your possessions ? Who will dwell in your houses, roam over your 
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hilN and throuxh your valleys, aiul sit in your saDctuariea? Who will break 
the bread of life to the generations who are to come after you, and ])oint the 
dying xinner to the Lamb of God? And what will be the character of tiie his- 
tory which will litl up the intcrvcnini^ ycard ? These are questions of solemn 
import, and the practical answer must be given by you of this geiicrution. 
Ood in nu:roy grant tliat you may so live, and train up your children, and ho 
aid in laying broad ami dcup and strong the foundations of knowledge, mural- 
ity, religion and go(Ml government, that future generations, as they cume to 
reap the happy fruits of your labors, may rise up and call you blessed, as you 
are i)crmitted to do the memory of 3'our fathers, now no more. 

THOMAS SHliPAIM). 



NAME OF ASHFI£LD. 

The t»riginal forests of Ashlield contained a large proportion of White 
and niack Ash trees, ami it is thought that the name given the town, on ita 
incorporation, was thus suggestctl. 



KclKLY S1STTL.EMKNT IK A.SBFI£LD. 

The following item is from Mr. H. S. Rauney, of Ashfield. In (lerusing 
the history of the township of NorthAeld I noticed the following statement: 
*' In 17:K) Jiichard KHih and his son, Ueulicn, built a dwelling-house (log hut) 
and broke np five or nix acres of land in towimhip No. 1 (Westnn'nstor). on tho 
west Hide of Connecticut river. Seth Tisilale and John Karuey were with 
tbein." 

At the time named Nortbtield was the 6rst town above Deerlield, and 
Westminster about twenty miles above Northdeld, in the State of Vermont. 
So Hichard Ellis and son did not come here (Asb6eld) without experience in 
roughing it.** Richard Kllis' son Matthew was bom in £aston in 17.')9, and 
soon after he took his family to Decrtield, where their next child, John, was 
born, in .lannary, 1742. Most likely his family resided in DeerKeld, while he 
and Reuben wei-e enj^agctl in Westminster, and also for the first year or two 
that they were making a start in Ashrtehl. This most have been about I74*J, 
antl it is widl established that he was the Hrst settler in that town. lSe(> 
page II. J 



NOTK II.* 



In the traditions of the Aunablo family, (IJeut. Edward Aunable's wife, 
Jemima .Smith, was a granddaughter of Richard Ellis. See No. 38, page U2,) 
it Wiis related of Richard Kilts, of Ashlield, " tliat his parents were Welsh, bin 
father lieing an olllcer under Cromwell, who overturned tlie Knglish govern- 
ment, which at that time was strongly Catholic. After the downf.ill of 
CroiiiwcU many of hiv ailhorents hail to leave the country, among whom was 
(Mlieer Ellis, who lied to Ireland, where the son Jtichard was born." 

*8cu piiKv 10. 
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It IB hanlly probable that such w&s tlie fact, so far aa Uichartrs father 
))cing an ofKcer umler Cromwell. 

Oliver Cromwvll, one of tbe most notc<l iHsrsonages in Knglisli history, was 
thi: son of a country gentleman, and was born in 15U9. lie was a strict Pnri- 
t.in, a sect or class of i>eople who desired a wide departure from both the 
Kn;;liMli and KoinAii(/atli«i)io churcliua. Chnrlos I. was on the Rnglish throne 
from l(»*jr> to U'tVJ, and hu attomptod to cruMh tliu Puritans. This croatod 
civil war CroniwuU w;i8 a leader a^^aingt Charles, and when the latter was 
dethroned and bchuadcd, in U>l!^ Cromwell was olecte<1 head of the f;overnmunt 
und<*r the title of Ijord Protector of the ( 'omnumwealth. Charles II., Prince 
of Wnh'N, waM the rightful livir to the crown, but di<l not suceoc«l in cstabliah- 
int; hiN vnwu: until HUi4), sifter (-romwuirs death. The latter lUed in lOriS, 
whrn liiN Non, liichard Oimiwoll, was at the lie:ul of thcConiniiMiwunlth aliout 
iMU: yuir, when ho ahdicnled. 

Charles II. wixn then cn»wnetl and ruigned until llksri. Me died without 
heirs, when his brother, dames 11., was crowned, and reit;ne«l until hiS!). 
•lames was a thorough Catholic, and through religious ilisscnsions he was over- 
thrown, and William of Orange, a Holland Prince, wan invited to tho Knglish 
thnme. Prince William was a leading IVotestant, and he ha4l marrieil, in 
htSSy Mary, eldest daughter of King James II., just dethroned. They were 
jointly crowned, as William and Mary, in 1080. Very soon thereafter war 
arose between England and France, on account of the King of France, Louis 
\IV., esjiousing the cause of James II. of England. This was called King 
W' illiam's war, mentioned on page 277. The conflict extended to the Americ&n 
(•ulunies, and led to the expedititm againiit the Canadas by those who were 
afterwards granted rights of land in Ashtield. In 1GU4 Mary died, and Wil- 
liam was sole monarch of England. Daring the last quarter of the seventeenth 
century was the bloodiest era in Knglish history. Protestants and Catholics 
were in constant strife. King William had many conllictn with James 11. and 
his supporters, who were trying to recover tho throne, •lames was driven into 
Ireland, whence he and many of his followers Hod to France and never 
returned. Celebratetl among their battles were Boyne and Aughrim, Wil- 
liam died in 1702, and, as ho had no heirs, Anne, sister of Mary and daughter 
of James II., became Queen. 

In 1G92 William and his army followed James into Ireland, and it is more 
reasonable to believe that Officer Ellis (Richard's father) was connected with 
him than that he was a soldier under Cromwell, whose career ended nearly 
forty years before. 

The account of Richard Ellis' boyhood, as given by Rev. Mr. Shepard, in 
his Sketches of Ash Meld (see page 278), does not dilTer materially from that 
al>ovc, nor that on page 10, which the writer derived from those closely 
related to Richard, and which may be taken as very nearly, if not exactly, the 
true nceount of him. While he was born in Dublin, there is no doubt th.%t his 
father was Welsh. 



C€>TE.nrOHAUY EVKXTS. 



The history of the American Colonies was very closely related to that of 
England and France, as each hatl their possessions on this side of the Atlantic. 
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llunec mtIiuii war aroAe bctwccu thoao great kingdoms it ututUly uxtcmleil to 
tbesu culoniea. 

After tlio death of King William (Prince of Orau(se) in 1702, Queen Anne 
reigned until her death, in 1714. Then came (Seorge I., who was on the 
throne until 1727, when bo was succeeiled by his son, George II., whose reign 
laste<l nntil 1700. During his reign the Hcttlviiieiits in America were grually 
ckluiuhHl. 0^li>lh<ir|iu fi>rniu«l a uolmiy in (iuorgia named in honor of tlit* 
King. Outmit and nicmt of the region west of the AUeghanies was claitntnl hy 
the French. In I7ri.'> Con. Uraddock, with an army of Kiiglish regulars, 
joincil hy many eohmists, marched against the French, who liad ostaldishcMl a 
fort at what in now rittshurg, l*a. In this war the Indians joinud the French 
and litil Hraddook int4) an ambuMh, and would have tlestroyed his fon'cx had it 
not lu'ttii for the aid rrndcrcd him hy young WVihingtim and hiM ro^^inu'nt of 
ViruiiiiaiiN. 

At i\w Hamo tinio, war hctwcoii tho ICnglish and their eohmiKUi on one 
Vide, and the French ami Imlians on the other, was raging in New York and 
New Knglaiid. The French were not always able to restrain their Tmlian allies, 
and many of the colonists were massacred. It was the imminent fear of this 
which led the early settlers in Ashliehl to abandon tlicir possessions and go 
to the older settlements, east of the Connecticut river, from 1735 to 17*kS. It 
IS said that at the beginning of tliis war the French poMCSsions in America 
exceodeil the Kuglish twenty to one. In 1759 the English General, Wolfe, 
captured Queliec; and all of Canaila, indndiug Detroit, fell into the hands of 
the English. Peace folio wetl, and quietness once mora raigned over tho cohi- 
nista, greatly to their rejoicing. 

George IL dietl in 1700, and bis sou, George II U ascended tho throne, 
which he held until 1820, although for the last ten years of his life he became 
imbecile, and his son, Geort^e IV., was at the head of the government as Prince 
Itegeni. It was during the reign of George III. that the American ei>hmists 
luul the long and ile9|ierato struggle *-for nearly eight years — in which they 
finally won their indejiendenoe. It was during George lll.'s time that the 
Irish Parliament was abolished; which now, under the leadership of PamelL 
and Gladstone, is so earnestly sought to be restored. George III. was said to- 
have been pun, pions and honest, often mistaken in policy, but won the love 
i>f the English |ieople. It was by his arbitrary and overbearing acts, mainly, 
which led his colonists in America to ravolt in 1775 and declare their inde- . 
|ieudence. This same unwise course, also, was the cause of the last war of the 
I'nited States with England, in 1812. His son, George IV., was drunken and i 
prollgate, although denominated by his favorites '*the Hrst gentleman in £a- 
ro|xs." The present Prince of Wales, aeo(»rding to reports, is his counterpart 
in most res|iects. His rci^n extended to ]8.'K), when, on his death, having no 
heirs, his brother, William IV., became King, for seven years, up to 1837. 
During William's time negro slavery was abolished in all the British posses - 
•ions. The lirst railroatl was constructed — that from Liverpool to Manchester. 
Kin(( William and the four Georges who prcccdetl him were of the I1anovi<r 
family of Holland Princes. They were all more Dutch than English in their 
Ustes and nature. On William's death, in 1837, having no male heirs, the 
crown fell to his niece, Victoria, the present (1887) Queen* who iuu just cole- 
hrateil the fiftieth anniversary of her coronation. While Victoria is a woman , 
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of nu marked talents, hur ruigii Hm been a crudifc tu her, (iml Hhe ciMninands 
the lr»vc and rcjipcot of the Knglith iK'Ojdc iu a high degree. 

j\Itliimgh Kii;>land in a noted and historic country, her climate is not the 
niimt dcsinihlo, jdd^in^ from telegrajihic rc|»urtt of the day tin whieh this page 
is written (Octulier IH, 1887): "Snow storms, aceuiii|ianicd by tiiuuder ami 
li^litning, prevailed throuf^hout England and Wales yesterday, and tbe country ' 
roads in Wales are blockctl with snow." It is probable that nothins in Xew 
Knglaiid cijualcd this at the date given. 



•NOTK 111. 



* See pftiri* 10. 



As an illustration of the peculiar temper of Richard Ellis' master, during 
his early years in tliis country, he related the foUowin;^ incident: On a time, 
one of the dan;;hters of his master accidentally broke her father's favorite 
cider nmg, and it M'as agreed that for a shilling Richard was t«i assume the 
responsibility of the matter and take the expected Hogging. When the dis- 
covery was made, and the parent savagely askeil tbe daughter who did it, she 
silently pointed to Richard, who sat in the corner and M'ho meekly nodded as- 
sent. The master looked towards the boy and in fierce language said: "Ah, 
you little Irish brat! " and then turned away. Richard missed the flogging, 
and» in consequence, was refused tlio promised shilling. 



KAICI.Y SKTTLKKS IN NKW KNOLANIK 

Tlio I'ilgrims orii;iii:itu«l in Scrooby, Kngland, and were called **Supara> 
tiKts," on account of their separating from the Knglish church. In I(i08, on 
account of persecution, they emigrated to Amsterdam, in Holland, where, 
from internal dissensions, there was another separation, and part of them went 
to Leydcn, in 1009, twenty miles distant. The |>cnalty in England for sepa- 
ration was banishment; and yet, when they attempted to leave England they 
were arrested and detained several mouths, as it was supposeil that they 
intended to leave for the Colony of Virginia, where none could go without 
a royal license. 

In lO'iO the Separatists, then called "Pilgrims," had increased in Holland . 
t4i alnnit «iOO )H!rHons, when they res<dved to find a larger field for their opera- 1 
tiims. In 1020 one hundred and two sot sail in the Mayllower for New Eug- { 
land, where they landed at midwinter in Plymouth, after a passage of sixty- 
six daj's. The balance came over in the Fortune in 1021, the James and Anne 
ni l(i'i.'{, and the llamlmaid in H».*)0. 

The Mayllower landed at Plymouth, in Caiie Cod harbor, in December. 
1020, with 102 persons. During that mouth six died, and eight more in Jan- 
uary, seventeen in Pebruary aud thirteen in M arch . Within the Hrst year fifty 
deaths had occurred. It wai in the face of such discouragements that the 
Pilgrims made their home in the New World. I 

These noble men and women, exiles from their native land, braved the 
ocean's storms in winter on a small vessel of 250 tons, it was known thai 
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thoy intended making tlioir settlcmeut at Now Anutenlam, near what it now 
Xew Yurk city. Iliatoriana have never been able to decide as to why they 
landctl at Cajie Cod, unlcaa it waa from an error in the calculations of the nav> 
igator. After resting here a few days they attenii»t04l to round the ca|iu and 
gu further south, towanls Xew Vork — or V^irginia, as the wbo!e coast was 
then called; but the stonn drove them back and they were glad to make a (inal 
landing. 

From their settlement on the rock-bound shores of New Kngland has 
grown out the greatest conse(|uences ever recorded in the world's history. 
Before their time true liberty was unknown in the world. The name and 
fame of the "I'ilgrims" will deservedly go down the ages as the brightest 
over known to mankind. 

MILICS STAXDJSH, born about 158G, and his wife Kose, came over in 
the Muytlower in li>20. Jlis wife died the next month, and he himself, in 
l)u.\hury, in t(i5<». Trailition says that he sought to marry rriscilla Mullens 
for a second wife, but was defeated in this by his rival, John Alden. Jfow- 
ever, he married Uarbara, who came over in the Ann in 1023, and had Alexan- 
der, Miles, Josiah, Charles, Lorab and John. 

ALKXAXOKU married Sarah, daughter of John ami Priscilla ^f aliens 
Alden, and had Miles, Ebenezer (1672); Lorah, l^ydia, Mercy, Sarah, £lka- 
beth, Thomas, Desire, Ichabod and Davtd. 

Descendants of both these Alden and Standish families settled in Ash6eld 
and have intermarried with the descendcnts of Richard KlJia. 

•lOllX ALDKXy celebrated in the history of the Plymouth Colony, came 
over in the Mayllower in 1020. In IG23 he married Priscilla Mullens, and 
their chililnMi wcro John, tlosoidi, Oavid, Joiiatlian, IClixAbclh, Sarah, Kuth, 
and Mary. 

ilu died in Duxbury in 1087, and his wife Priscilla aliout lOriO. That 
•lohn Alden and Miles Standish and their families were ever on pleasant termy, 
notwithstanding the episode of which Longfellow has made them immortal, 
may be pntsumed f n>m the intermarriage of their chilereu, Alexander Standish 
and Sarah Alden. Later generations of these families intermarried with sev- 
eral of the KUises of Plymouth and Barnstable counties, and also witli 
descendants of Richard KUis, of Asbfield. (See pages UO and iNi.) 



.STOlilKH OP TUI£ KAKIA' SKTTLKKS. 

On one occasion a settler had the misfortune to cut his foot badly. His 
wife was alone with him, and it was not prudent to leave him to seek the 
;uisiiitancv of ucighluirM, but her ingenuity was uipial to the emergency, and help 
soon arrived. The ingenious expedient she adopted woe to tie some blootly 
cloths around the neck of their horse and start him on the trail towanls the 
nearest neighbor. The animal speedily went through to where he was well 
known. The gory emblem told the story of distress, and no time was lost in 
rendering the tlcsired aid. 

A settler, hearing his cowbell ring in a peculiar manner, susitcctod the 
presence of Indians. The bell would be rung violently for a few strokes ami 
then all would 1>e stilL The settler took his gun, and by going out in a circu- 
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itoiis route he disco vered an Indian watcliing in the direction of his home. Ab 
a matter of cour8e, the tettlor got the tir^t shot. The Indian escaped, but 
left a trail of blood for some distance, whence it was suppoi&cd he wom hcl]>ed 
away by his companions, as it was known that the Indians had a great dread 
of their dead falling into the hands of enemies. 



OLD no AD TO IIUNT3TOWN. 

Mr. r. G. Howes has copied from the records of Old Hampshire County 
tltc minutes of a road to JIuntstown wliicli reails thus: '* Koa<l to Hnntstown 
laid out in 1754. We met at Decrfield, began at the cost path, south from 
the top of Ixmg Hill, which leaduth out to the old sawmill, aud in said path 
until it comes to the imth turning out northerly, commonly called Huntstown 
road, and on said road as it was marked by the town of Uuntstowu, aiid'now 
commonly traveled, until it comes unto the west side of DeerBeld bounds, and 
from thence in the Dorthoni road unto Thomas Phillips' house in Huntstown, 
and from thence as the road now goes to the west side of said Phillips* lot, 
and from thence in a straight line to Richard Ellis' new house, from theucc as 
the path now goes unto Meeting-House Hill [Bellows Hill], unto a beech tree 
with stones around it, near Heber*s fence, the whole road to bo ten rods wide." 



I.AM> SOLI) 1IY R'CIIAUD KLXIS, 1751. 

No. 1.— Warranty deed by which Richard Ellis conveyed fifty acres of land 
in Ashlicld to hii eldest sou, Reuben, in 1751. The same being the 6Gth lot 
or "Right." 

Know all men by these Presents, that I, Richard Ellis, of Hunts Town, 
so CiiH'd, in ye County of Hampshire, in bis Majesty's Province of the Massa- 
chusetts Kay in New England, for and in consideration of Twenty pounds 
Uiwful money. To mu in hand before Sealing aud Delivering hereof, well aud 
truly Paid by RuuIkmi Kllis of Sunderland in yo County and I'rovinco afore- 
said, the Roc't w'rof 1 do hereby acknowledge, Have Given, Granted, Jlar- 
gained. Sold and Confirmed, and by these Presents Do Give, Grant, Bargain, 
Sell, make over and Confirm unto him the sM Reuben EUih, his Heirs and 
Assigns, A Certain Lot of Land Lying and Being in ye Township of Hunts 
Town Afore .S'd« and is the fifty-sixth Lot in Number known by the name of 
fifty acre Rights: To >Iave and To Hold the s*d Grantc I and Bargained prem- 
ises with the Privileges and Appurtenances Including, but Half of the after 
Draughts belonging or may hereafter be drawn upon S'd Lot and No more: 
and he the S'd Reuben Ellis Doth by these Presents Promise to pay to his 
Brethren when they come of age the Sum of Thirteen pound Six Snillings and 
Eijs^ht pence of Lawful money in Dollars* at Six Shillings apiece: and I the 
said Richard Ellis, for my Self, ray Heirs, Executors and Administrators, Do 
hereby Promise and Covenant all and Every the S'd Granted and Bargained 

*Tlie PolUr was orlgiotlly a German cola, wbicb is Muld to have been first coined at s 
town called Dale. 
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preniittus unto h'vn yc S'tl llcnbcn Klli? hit Ilcirt, Executoi-s and A«1iniuiiitra* 
ton Against the Liwful Cluioia and Deinaudi of any Person or Persons \Vliat> 
soever for Kvcr hereafter to Warrant and Defend. 

In Witness W'r of— I the S'd Richard Ellis have hereuntd set my hand 
and affixud my Seal this T\i'enty-Hfth Day of Deccm'r, Anno Dom. IT.'il, and 
in ye Twenty -fourth year of the )<eign of our Sovereign Lird (Jcorjjc tlio Sec- 
i»nil of <iri;:it liritain, I*V.iiit:u and Irulniiil, Ivinj;, Dofundcr of the faiili, ol:i:. 

UIUIIAUD KLLIS. IsKAL.] 
SijjncHl, Sealed and Delivered 
in Presence of us, 
Isaac liuniiAUU, 
*.SiMKoN Si-iirr. 
IIami'siiikk, MS., April yc 27, 17G2. Then Kivhard Kllis apiioared and 
acknowlcilged the above Instrument to be his free act and deed. 

EUJAH UILLIAMS. 

Justice of the l^cace. 
Hami*8Ii'k, ss. 

Springfield, May 14, I7ri5. 
Ucc'd and Hccordcd in Libr. 6, folio 3. and Examin'd, 

Per EDW'D PYNCHON, Regr. 



LAND BOUGHT BY KICHABU ELI.IS, 1753. 

Ko. 2. — To All People to whom these Presents shall come. Greeting*: 
Know yo that I Joseph Melton of Hull in the County of Suffolk in New Kng* 
land, yeoman, For and in Consideration of the sum of five i»ounds to him 
iu hand before the ensealing hereof, well and truly paid by Richard Ellis 
of HuntatoM'n in ye County of Hampshire and Province of ye Massachusetts 
Bay in Xew England, yeoman, the receipt whereof I do hereby acknoMledgc 
and myself therewith fully satisfied and contenteil, and thereof and of evcr^* 
fiart and (larcel thereof, have given, granteii, sold, conveyed and conlirmed 
unto him the said Hichanl Ellis, his heirs and assigns forever, ono single lot 
of land, excluding all other lands, lying and being in the ToM'nship of Hunts- 
town in the County of Hampshire in the Province of the Massachusetts Bay 
tforesaid, being Number Seven containing fifty acres be it more or less, it 
l)cing a house lot and no other lands or Rights but that only. * * * In 
witness hereof I now set my hand and seal ye first day of March in the year 
1753 and iu the twenty-sixth year of his Majesty's Reign Ccprgo the Second. 

JOSEPH MELTON. 

Calcb Lorino, 

JosKPH Mrlton, Jr., 

Witnesses. 

No. 3.»December Gth, 17S2, Reuben Ellis deeded to John Ellis 50 acres, 
being the north half of lot No. 53, in the third division of house lot No. 0. 

No. 4.— October 27th, 1700, Nathaniel Benlc, of Braintree, suld to John 
Ellis and Edwanl Anuable, lot No. 12, in the second division, contaiuins; 100 



*TliU SiineoD Scott was probably R^ubeo Ellis' brother-Io>lair. 
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acres by estimate, bountled south by (Jcorge Ranncy, northerly by Scth Waite 
aD<l John .Sher\nn. Consideration, 200 pounds. 

No. 5.— January ?5th, 1708, liarnabas Annable sold to John Ellii about 
sovcu acres of LAnd, bcin^' :i itart of lots Nos. 12 and 1.% lying on the north 
side of highway, by which it is bounded, the north side of the same piece of 
land is the laud of Philip rhillips arid John Kllis' bounds, excepting the 
dwelling'- bouse now on it, which I engage to move oflf. Consideration, >f200. 

April 23<l, 1703, >iathaniel liunn, and Hannah Ounn, his wife, sold to 
Jnhn Kllis fifty acres. [This was probably th«$ old Ellis homestead, where John, 
Jr., Kdward and Dimick were born.] 



RKVOLVTIONTARY INCIDENTS. 

The following are extracts from a pamphlet entitled "Historical Sketches 
of the Times and Men in AshAeld, Mass., during the It evolutionary War;'* 
by Barnabas Howes, Elsq.* 

** The year 1777 was a peculiarly dark and trying one to that part of the 
inhabitants of Ash6eld who were patriotic. Prominent men did not disguise 
their sympathy with the British government, and the year before three men — 
soldiers from AshKeld— had fallen in the Hattle of Long Island. Tbo armies 
of Howe and Uurgoyue wcru driving the Americans before them at almost 
every point. It is therefore an interesting inquiry: What did our fathers do? 
The historical account which has come to us gives the answer. They put 
((»rth vigorouM cirorts and olTcrod cat nest prayer to the Ood of Heaven f<ir 
providential aid. 1 have often heard how, whun a messungcr canto, on the 
ICth of August, to call for soldiers from that town he found men at the old 
meeting-house with their guns, ready to go promptly on to the army. 

Mr. Stocking had nine men to guard in his house because of their Tory 
sympathy. Not only soldiers went on; their minister went as chaplain. The 
Rev. Xchemiah Porter left Ash field soon after August IGth, and did not return 
until after the surrender of Burgoyne. His serving as eliaplaio in Gen. Gates* 
army is the great historical event of Ashfield. He was at the front at Saratoga, 
Fort Stanwix and Bennington. 

Mr. Porter, in the darkest hours of our country, when men*s hearts were 
failing them for fear, and when five Congregational clergymen in what is now 
Franklin county were Tories, went on tu serve as chaplain iu («atcs* army. 
And, so far as we can learn, no other clergymen of any denomination offered 
to aerve in that capacity in his army. The men of Ashlield were fully im- 
pressed with the doctrine that *' all men wore created free and equal." I have 
what 1 deem reliable information that the llov. Jacob Shorwin, the Congrega- 
tional minister in our town, owned a slave, and for his treatment of her he 
was dismissed from the ministerial office. 

Of the other years, and of the other men who served in the Uevolutionary 
war from our to^i'n, my space will require me to be brief and only relate the 
nioHt interesting incidents. Their names wore: 

*A work of 23 pagC9, luiblfHbed In 18S3; price twenty-ftfe cents. Address (lis suthor, 
Ailificid, Mass. 
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Mosct Smith, Sr., killed; Moses Smith, Jr., killed; Cornelius Warren, 
killed; Timothy PcrkiDS, Jonathan Taylor, Jr., Zachariah Howes, Elisha Par- 
ker, John Ward, Samuel Guilford, Joseph Bishop, Samuel Burton, Jonathan 
Lyon, lf»st an ami; Elder Enos Smitb (youngest sun of Chileab Smith, Sr.), 
Jonathan Lilly, Sjienccr Philli^is [see paj^o 112]. Sylvester Phillips, Timo- 
thy Warren, Bcthuel Lilly. Caleb Ward, Lieut. Edward Annable [see page D?]- 
John Belli ing [father of Tiberias Belding, paj^o 1G<J], John Alden, died; Joel 
Cranston, died; Ebcnc/cr Cranston, died; Henry Rogers, died; Josiah Fuller, 
Capt. Asa Cranston, Dea. John Bement, Phincas Bement, Robert Orny. 

[To these may be added the names of Lieut. John Ellis (15), David Ellis, 
Sr. (3*J), Itichard Ellis (20), Benjamin Ellis (2*2), and probably others.] 

Twelve young men who served in the Bevolutionary war settled in Asb- 
field, before it closed or soon after. Their names were as follows: 

Lot Bos^ett, Stephen Warren, Solomon Hill, Caleb Church. Joseph Our- 
ney, Laban Stetson, Caleb Packard, Ezekiel Taylor, David Vincent, Jonathan 
Sears, Calvin Mayuard, Timothy Catlin, Zebina Leonard, Benjamin Shaw. 

[Mr. Howes here follows with a short sketch of each of the above.] 



ASUFIELD MOUKTAIN. 

" There are many rare tights among the Greeo Mountains, one of which is 
Peter's Hill, the highest point on Aslifield Mountain. From this point an 
extensive view can be had, looking over into Vermont and New Hampshire, 
OS well OS a large extent of Massachusetts. The top of the mountain is a level 
plain for some distance. Old Peter had a lot of land and a homo there, which 
Kave the mountain its name, it is said that Peter was captured by slave 
traders in Africa, when he was a boy, and brought to Now England. He was 
said to have been owned by Dr. Bartlett's father, and Dr. Birtlett called him 
a brother and said he seemed like a brother. He was liberated during the 
Revolution, and lived and died in peace, on the mountain which derived its 
name from him." 

In 1S87 Mr. Barnabas Howes published another work, of 20 pages, enti- 
tled ** History of the Town of Ashfield;" same price as above— 25 cents. The 
following is copied from Mr. Uowos' pamphlet: 

A.iUFiELD, May I4th, 1777. 
Hoocived of the Selectmen of Ash6old, for mileages from Ashlield to 
Ticouderoga, the sum of twenty-six shillings and eight pence per man: 

Lieut. John Ellis [see page 7C], Ezekiel Taylor, Zebulon Bryant, 
Eliphalet Lindsay, Stephen Graves, Stephen Cross, Elisha 
Smith, Asa Wait, Daniel Mills, Barnabas Aldon, Sr., Jasper 
Taylor, Abner Kelley, Elisha Howes, Zachariah Howes, 
Johnson Pelton, Bezar Benton, Xathan CooK, Preserved 
Smith [see page 00,] Lsmrock Flower, [father of Mrs. David] 
Ellis, Jr. — see page 154]. 
On August ir>th, the same year, live more men left Ashtield for the army, 
then at Saratoga— Dea. Jonathan Taylor; his sou, Henry Taylor; Joseph War- 
ren, Kathon Chapin and Elisha Parker." 
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IJiTKIl TE^VRS OF RICHARD ELLIS* LIFE. 

AlK>ut the close of the Revohition Richard Ellis returned from Colerain to 
Ashtield, where he lived the balance of his days, with his son, Lient. John 
VMia, and \\\h grandchildren. The latter consisted of Richard and David Ellis 
(sons of Reuben), and Jemima Smith Annable, wife of JJcut. I'M ward Amiable. 
Jeinimu wan a daui^Iitcr (»f Kcv. Ki>chv/cr Smith and his wifo, Ucmcmbcr Kllis 
( Ktcliard's dau^^htcr. Sec jkij^c 7 1 ). 

It iH ]>r<>bablc that Richard's ashury and mercantile biisincHs in Cnloi-ain 
hail not ]>rovcn a success; at least, not Mufllcicnt to have given biin a compe- 
tcncy.for the remaining years of his life. The disorder and instability of all 
business ]uirsuits, consequent n|>on the prolon^'ed war for independence, would 
account for this. Hence his return to his cliildren and grandchildren in Ash- 
ficld, to pass his remaining years in (|uietude with them. 

It is apparent that they formed an agreement among themselves tu pro- 
vide for him a home, and at the same time leave him in perfect frecilom to 
l>ass his time among them or others, and come and go at his pleasure. Ac 
cording to this agreement each one rendered his account at stated times and 
was allowed by the others due compensation therefor. They aasociatetl 
to;rether under the name of ''The Brethren," evidence oi which is found 
among their accounts of the time, one of which is as follows: 

€ «. d. 
Jntyyc ('», 17!H). The Hrcthrcn Dr. to keeping Father Kllia four 

weeks * I ; 4 : 

th't. '2, ** To 4 Wi*eks' and 2 days' keeping *l ; 5 : (» 

Feb. 2(f, 1701. *' S weeks' kcepi.ig by Edward Annable 2 : 8:0 

Aug. 10, •' •* S " '* •2: 8:0 

Jan. 2,1792. "8 " '• by David Ellis 2: 8:0 

Jan. 27, *' "8 " board *2 : 8:0 

Oct. 13, •' "8 '• " by Richard Ellis 1:16:0 

Apr. 3, 17U3. "8 " «• *2 : 8:0 

Sept. 25, " '• 8 " V by Richard Ellis 

Mar. 5,1794. •• 8 " " by David Ellis 

"Squire Phillips, for charges tO : 12 : 



KARLY RKSIDl^TS OF COLEUAIN. 

Namei of persons in Colerain, Mass., and adjoining towns, with whom 
Richard Ellis transacted business from 17C4 up to the Revolutionary war, as 
taken from his journal or ledger: 

Colerain, Mass. : William Sever, Nathan Smith, Samuel Ayres, John Hul* 
burt, Charles Stewart, James Stewart, Samuel Stewart, Alexander Harroan, 
Thomas Mdiee, George Clark, Archibald J^awsou, Daniel Donnelson, Sarah 
Fulton, Robert Fulton, James Lukes, Ann McCreles, John Harroun, Joseph 



*Th«se fhnrgei were evldeotly for times wbee Richard wsa al bis son's, Johu 
mils. 

t This wsi A cliargc fur Minrthing vliich Stjulre Pliillipi hud done for lUohard. Squire 
PliiliitM (Lieut. lMiill|i Pbilli|«) itai a >ouof Tliouiiu PUilliiia,Sr., tiiu Mioml nettlor in Mh- 
field, aud was a nepbcw of RichsrJ*« wife. Jaoe Fblllipt Ellis. 



Digitized by 



Google 



307 

McCluret, John Anderaon, Curtis Clements, Xstbsn Oaks, Robert Willson, 
Hannah Murdock, James Wallace, John Sennate, Joseph Boll, Silas \Vhite, 
John Clark, Benjamin Henry, Mary McGlaaghlen, James Kennady, Hezckiah 
Smith, Thomas Fox, Elizabeth Newman, Kvan KvansfKugh Smith, of Palmer, 
cn^.'i^otl to [Kiy this account, before Wm. Stewart,, of Colerain). John Stuwart, 
.lames Ifarkiioas, Abram Pcnnell, AVi]liam*Mc<^roles tlio *JtiiI, Juhn ritchraii, 
Jr., r»r:i. (.'ochniii, lltigh Itiddio, ThomaH MorriM, James ('lark, Jr., William 
Wilson, John Mills, John Moore, Abncr Newton, John Itolton, Uolicrt Kiddle, 
Ittt, Robert Kiddle, 2iid, Tennct Stewart, Andrew Lukes, William McCreles, 
1st, .lonathan Wilson, hydia Stewart, Deacon Riddle, Uobert Pcniiell, Jacob 
M.i'}iiaid, J<wc]di Thompson, llui^h McClallen, Samuel Morrison, Alexander 
Tliouipsoii, John .Morrison, John St<; wart, 2nd, William Stewart the 1st, Wil- 
liam rlark the Ut, Joseph MuKown, John Workman, l(u(,di Ikdton, Jr., 
Ivaac Orr, IWujamin I^Iun, Thomas Anderson, .loseph Stewart, Nancy Wallace, 
John Wallace, Abraham Peck, Nathaniel Cornwell, Capt. >lugh Morrison, 
Samuel Stewart the 1st, William Clark the 2nd (son of Alexander (.'lark, of 
Culerain), JoMcpb McCluer, William Henry, Robert Cochran, Widow S.irah 
MuCrcIes, Jidm Sennate. John MuCreels, Samuel Willson, James Clark, David 
llarroun iCharlea 8. D. JIarroun, Esq., of Caroenville, Mich., is a descendant 
of the Colerain Harrouns], Klisha Smalley, Robert Crosier, Ebenexer Fisk, 
Caleb Allen, Catharine Mills, Eunice Harronn, l>avid Rich, Idislia Prat, Mat- 
thew lUdlon, .Martha Lukes, John ThomiMou, Jauu*H I'hmniistm, '!'h<imaii ( Vo- 
fo4»t, John Maywatem, Stephen Tones, David Smead, Abraham Shin, Natlmn 
D.-ivis, Nathan Willi.ims, William <2alt, James liell, James Carr, Siliu Her- 
rin^tou, llu^h Mr(2ill, David .Mores, John Uugg, Robert Miller, Daniel Brace, 
Daniel Craee, William Stewart, Watson Freeman, Thomas Fox, Samuel Fisk, 
Thomas Mores. 

<ireenHeld, Mass.; Samuel Hinsdale, Daniel Nash, Matthew Severance, 
Amos Allen, Matthew Clark, Ezekiei Brown. 

Halifax, Vt. : John Crosier, Sanmel Clark, William Henderson, Rol>«rt 
Pattison, Jeremiah Reed, Abuer Rich, Dea. John Pennell, David Bartlctt, Sol- 
omon Bartlett, James Hamilton, John Clark, James Taylor. 

Deerfield, Mass. : John Henry, Samuel Hunter, Alexander dark. 



•CUUItENCY AND TBTCES OF COLONIAL TXAIES. 

Specimens of accounts taken from Richard Ellis' ledger while he kept a 
country store in Colerain. That the currency of those times was greatly 
depreciated is apparent from the high prices of all commodities. 



*In 1743 Maisachiiietts proposeil to the other New Kogland colonies to appoint eoinmis- 
tlonen to agree un Joint sciiou for doing sw«f with colonial hilb. They rcfUied to do so. 
Moti«y was uow scarce as Cfcr again, the better kinds being taomrded, and only the wont 
Itper of all the colonies circulating in any. Tbe Gorcrnor of Massachusetts, In 17-14, said 
that of ii^OO.miO Rhode Island bills in circulation £3SO,000 were In Mouacuusstts. Tli« peo- 
ple of tbe latter colony hatt lo»t £'2ofiOO on this sum in nine months. Tbe Governor now 
took it into his head to capture Louisbourg, on Cape Breton, Troiii the Kreucb, and the New 
Kiighind colon le«Johird In the entorpri^, issuing hills an they were neeilfd lo prc|ure for 
thtexprditluu. The paper iii«uv« of Massachusetts alone aniountctl to £2,466,712. I^uls- 
liuurg was captured and Parliament Totcd to rautom it from the colonies. The sum comio| 
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Amos Allbh, or Gkbbkpield, 
1705. To Richard Ellis, Dr. 

J«n. 24. Tolaxe £2 12t. Gd. 

*• l.(KH)ofvint 14 

August, 1 707. Credit by "J bushels of lime i'l Gs. Od. 

'• •• by cash 20 

James Stkwakt Dr. 

1765. C t. a. 

Jan. To} lb. tea 0:18:0 

April. " 1 broad hoe I : 13 : • 

" *' 8 j.ackct buttons and 1 thimble : .5:0 

Aug. *' 1 cake of soap 0: 0:0 

Oct. " 4 ounces of tea t 10 : S 

Nov. " 10 jack knife : 0:6 

" "101 gala, and 1 quart of mm, at 20s |ier gal. 101 : 5:0 

Ckkdits. .i: s. f/. 

Feb. 1705. By 3 days posting books 2 : 12 : 

*' 20, " 3 bushels of ashes : 13 ; » 

April 2, *< 1 day posting books : 15 : 

Sept. •' 21b8. butter 2: 0:0 

Dec. " 4 bushels of ashes : 18 : 

Silas White* Dk. 

1705. £ $. d. 

May. To 1 spelling book : 10 : 

" *• 1 ivory comb 0: 9:0 

" ••! horn comb 0: 3:9 

•• " 1 paper of pins 0: 7:0 

to MMiaebuMtU wm £ia8,GI9 tterllDg, and mi ib« request of the colony this «u shipped is 
iillvor dollara nod copper coins. Willi tlili lisrd money the inflnifd paper currency of the 
coliioy wss eaocclcd si Ihe rate orotic |iouiid of the former to rieven |iound» of the latter— 
appsroDtly the rullDs szchaoRs at thai daie. The all ver remained In circulailon for set oral 
jsors and iradc refired Hteadlly and rapidly. ICafio Drvtoo, niontluiicd a orcbls an Island 
between Nova.Sootla and Kcwfoundland.] 

In 1751 Parliament forbade any mors lecral tender paper Issues, and allowed no Utue 
■ave In tbo form of exchequer bills redeemable by taxes In a year, bearlDX Interest; or, In 
csee of war, siuiUar Isaues redeemable In four years. The colonies set sbont retiring tbeir 
old imues, bnt the war with Franos in 170C InYoWed them again In war expenses, and large 
amounts of bills of small denominations were issued. In 1762 gold was made a legal tender 
by weight at the rate of two and a half pence per grain. At this rate it was more proQtsMt 
to pay In gold than In silver, and the latter was soon driren out of circulation, while ijai>cr 
money was depreciated Ave por coot. In 17C7 the agitation was renewed for a new Issue of 
psper money. The psper currency of Vennoni appears to have been much more depreciated 
than thai of Massachusetu, and this roust have had lU efftct on prices in towns near the 
border. The culooial money was of all denominations. We have before us a bill Issued st 
Hartford, Conn., in 1777. Its face value is fourpcnce, and It is about four times as large a« 
a postage stamp. At the time of its issue the paper of Connecticut was inflated after ih« 
manner of the later Confederate scrip, worth, perhai«, ten per cent, in gold. At this rule U 
would tako about thirty of thcso Hartford bills to pay for a doxeii of eg^. 1/ike th<i Inir 
Confederate, ihe old Connecticut patriot might carry bis inouoy to the store in a bnski'i and 
eerry hts eggs home in hts pocket.— {^^m Prof, Sumner^s "Bistoiy ^f American Qtrrtncif,*' 

•It is probable that Silas White was a ahoemaker, as among his credits, Feb.. 1767, is 
** one pair of shoes,** and ** mending a pair of shoes.** 
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Not. To 1 quart of rum 0: 6:6 

Oct. 1766. *' 2quarUofrum : 14 : 

" •* ) bushel of wdt 2 : 8.0 

March, 176U. ** Caleb going to (*recn6eld 0: 7:6 

" " Caleb (Iriving plow 0: 7:6 

" " My cattle going to Sunderland '2 : 0:0 

[This account was not Mcttlcd'until the following date;] " 17^5, .Ian. ye 10. 
Then reckoned with Silas White and balanced accounts from the beginning of 
the world to this day, as witness my hand.^RiciiAKD Ellis." 

Ei'NicK Hakrou.v Dr. 

17lM. £ n. d, 

Jan. To -t chin.'i plates I : 14 : 6 

CUKhlT. 

June, 17tM. Hy sug:ir I : 8:6 

John Wallaok Dk. 

17<i4. i* *. d. 

Doc. To 1 p.ii>cr of pins : 7 :6 

" " 1 pair »f shears 7.6 

April. *' 1 cnke uf sonp 0: «:6 

Nov. •• 1 axe 2 : \'2 : 6 

Apr. 1760. '• .1 days, Caleb and oxen :J : :0 

William Clakk, the Fiuat, Dk. 

nor*. • £ «. d. 

Jan. To 1,000 pins : 13 : 

July. «• ;500 naiU* I : 1:5 : 9 

Oct. '* 1 ^altiin of rum 1 : <*» : 

Not. 1707. '• stoning your well 1 : 10 : 

Jan. 176S. '• M.ntthcw.t one day at yo well ..0:15:0 

" •• 1 pairof Kartcra 0: i» : 

'• •• cutting rail cuts by Matthew : 15 : 

Hanxaii Mukdock Dr. 

1765. £ *. d. 

Kcb. To china cup and saucer : 15 : 0. 

•• 2 ditto 1 : 10 : 

•' 10 yards of plaid 10: 0:0 

•• •• 4' yard ribbon 0: 9:0 

Crsdit. 

1765. £ «. d. 

Jan. 20. By 2 pair of stockings 1 : ITi : 

'• 5 yurdmif tuw cloth 3 : 15 : 

* Nails were roads bj baoU and tokl by tbs piece for fifty years after this 
t Richard** son, Matthew Ellis. See (13) pass 3C0. 
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17G6. 



Oct. 



Nov. 

Xiar. 17CG. 
Oct. 



John Stkwart, 2nii. Dk. 

£ 

To 2 doz. of coat buttons 1 

" 2 Bticki of mohair 

" too shoe nails 

" I yanl of mMnmi : 1*J 

" 2 yards uf check cloth 2 : 12 

" 1 hoe 1:12 

•• 2 quarts rum : 14 

" 1 scythe 2 : 8 



«. d. 

2 : « 

I) : 

:j : 9 



('• 

f> 







MM, 



Peb. 1705. 
Oct. 

Jan. 17G6. 
May. 
May, 1769. 



Ckkuits. £ «. J. 

By ) broom 0: 4:C 

" !> bushels of ashes 1 : 2 : G 

" 800 of shingles .'{ : 4 :0 

•« 1200 of shingles 4 : 12 : 

" 9 bushels of ashes 2 : 0:0 

•* IshailGsh 0: 1 :« 

" paid to Matthew 1 : 15 : 



17G5. 

Feb. 
it 

June. 
<< 

July, 1 700. 



Alkxander Clauk, of Dkbkkield, Dr. 

£ i. d. 

To 1 blanket 6 : 5 : 

" sundries for Margaret Conkey 2 : 1 :0 

** sundries— Day liook, page 4 : 11 : 3 

•• p.iid Isaac Orr's order : 12 : 

" .libs. Sox. potash : 10 : 

•• a cider barrel.. \ 1:5:0 

•• i bushel of salt I : :^ : 

" a mistake : 1 : 3 



17G5. CREDIT8. £ «. d. 

fiy carting kettles and clay 5 : 12 G 

<< 14 bushels of ashes 3 : :\ : 

July, 170G. " carting potiish to Ha«Uey : 15 : 

" cartiii^i a load t4» Chcaimide 2 : 5:0 

" cartini; salt from Greenfield 1 : 10 : 

*' carting a barrel of rum from Decrficld 1:0:0 
** a draft chain 4 : 2:0 

Wii>ow SAiiAic McCrklks Dr. 

17G4. £ *. d. 

Dec. To 1 pair of gloves 0:18:0 

Feb. 1765. " 1 earthen pot : 10 ; 

•• •* 1 punchbowl : 10 : 

•• " lawn 2 : 1:7 

•« «• taffety.. 1 : IG : 

Jan. 1766. " 1 teakettle... 3 : 16 : 

" •• 500 nails .- 2: 0:0 
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1765. By 1 cheese 2: 0:0 

17C6. •* 4 Dm. bntter : I4> :0 

•* Hannah : IM ; 

•• S huihcU of imhee I : 10 



FOUM OF SriN.STEK'S INDKNTUUK IN 170(1. 

This Indenture Witnosseth that Dinah Wood Daughter of Simeon Wood 
of AsliHeltl In the County of llampshiru and Province of the M.-uiMachuHctts 
Hay in Nuw Knt;land Jlimbanil Man J lath l*ut Jicntclf and l'*y Th'^u Presents 
Doili Wihtntary and of ilcr Own free Will and accord and With the Consent 
of her Said Kathcr Simeon Wood Put and Biml Ilcrsclf aprentis to Ani/.i 
(^hihln of Deerlield in the C'uunty aforesaid Husband Man \ Tn Submit I lis 
Wife To lA'.-irn their art Tnulc or Mystery and With thcni the s'd Amxt ami 
Su)>iuit after the Maner of an aprcntis 'J'o Serve from the Date of thene Pres- 
ents for and During tlie Term of Eight Years Six Months Three Weeks and 
Three Days from thoncc Next Ensuing To Be Complcat and Knded During all 
which Term the s'd aprentice Her Said Master and Mistress faithfully Shall 
Serve, their Secrets Keep, and f^wfuU Comands Kvery \Vhere (iladly Obey. 
She Shall Do No Damage To Her S'd Master or Mistress Xor Suffer it to Be 
Done of others Without Letting or Giving Notice thereof to Her Said blaster 
or Mistress. She Shall Not Waste the Goods of her S*d Master or Mistress 
Nor Lend them Unlawfully to Any. She Shall Not Ooinit fornication, Xor 
Matrimony Contract Within the S'd Term. She Shall Not absent herself By 
Day or By Niglit from the scrx'ice of her S*d Master or Mistress Without their 
Leave, but in all things Behave Herself as a faithful n]>rcnticc ou^ht to 1>4» To 
wanls Her S'll Master and Mistress During the Said Term. 

And the said Aui/.i Childs for Himself, and Submit His Wife, Doth Hereby 
Covenant and IVoniiss to Teach and Instruct, or Cause the S*d Aprentis To be 
T.iught and Instnieted, in the art Trade or Calling of a Spinster and House- 
oldry By the Picst Way or Means She May or Can of the s'd aprcntiee Capa- 
ble to IxMini anil To find and Provide unto the SM aprcntis («00il and Sullioient 
Meet Drink Washing and Lodging and aparrcll Both in Sickness and Helth 
and To I..carn Her To Read During the S'd Term and at the Kx pi ration thereof 
To <Jivc Unto the SM npreutis T\\«» GchhI Suits of aparell one for Nabbath 
Days and one for Week Days, in Testimony Whereof the Parties To these 
Presents have Hereunto interchangeably Sot their Hands and Seals the lath 
D.iy of Fcbraary in the Ninth Year of the Reign of our Sovereign i^rd iaeorge 
the Third of Great Britain &c anoghe Domini one thousand Seven Hundred 

and Sixty Nine. 

Her 
DINAH X WOOD. 
Signed Sealed and Delivered mark 

In Presence of us, AMXI CHILDS. 

Sau*l Chti.Ds, 

♦SAM*h ClllI.T)il, 20. 



*Tlie hsndwrltiof would Indicate tbst the sbore docuwcot, fonnd amuiiK the Kllit 
pspf fs, WM written hj Sniiiiiel CbiM«, 2d. 
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WALKS AND THK WCL8H PEOPLK. 

The British IsUndt were first visited by the PLomcian and Carthagemaii 
navigators, where they found tin in abundance. This was about 1,000 years 
before Christ. Greek navigators also visited these Islands later. They 
named the country Albion, from its numerous white chalk cliffs. But little, 
however, was known of these regions until the invasion by Julius Caesar, Em- 
peror of Rome, in the first century, A. D. Tho Bomans found here a large 
population of brave and vigorous people.* Caesar and his soldieis had many 
battles with them and finally subdued, for a time, most oi wliat is now Eng- 
land, except that part which is known as Wales. The Welsh have always 
held a portion of England, and they are said to be descendents of the original 
Britons. Wales is a country in the western part of England, and is about OG 
miles in width and 135 miles in length. The Welsh have a written language 
of their own, and in features and many personal traits they differ from any 
otlicr people of Europe. They have ever been noted for their industry and 
iiifU'peudcnce. But few of them have ever become Catholics in religion. For 
centuries they delicti the English Kings and maintained their indc])endencc. 
'i'hrough almost unceasing warfare they gallantly defended their lilwrtics. 
Their last King was Llewellyn, who was slain in 128*2 in a battle with the 
Ku^lish under King Kdward I. To conciliate the Welsh people, and gain their 
consent to union with Gnglaml, Kdward promised them a native born sover- 
eign who could si)e.ik no English. In due time he had their barons sssemble, 
when he presented them with his own son, bom but a few days before in tho 
WvIhU caiitle of Cornowon. He was ramcd Edward Prince of Wales. In ]*W 
111! brriuiiu K iiig I'Vil wnrd llio Second nitd nM;;nu4l twenty yearn. Kver miiicc that 
time the eldest sou of the King or Queen of Kngland has Uten called rriiieuof 
Wslcs, and the Welsh people have been a most conservative and loyal clement 
in the kingdom. 



ITndcr the following date this note was given: 

Jan. 24th, 1783. Dr. to Richard Ellice, for a pair of leather breeches, five 
bushels and a half of wheat. Witness my hand. 

DAVID STEWART. 



Also the following: 

CoLEUAXX, Jsn. 24th, 1777, for value received, I promise to pay Richard 
Elis or order the some of twenty Pound on demand, with intris till paid as 
witnis my hand. 

JOHN NEWELU 

Calvu ELLWjt witness. 

•.Sotno of iliCKc people wcr© cnrrled prlttODcra to Home where thej were called Aug la hj 
their cupiors, but 8t.Urttgory when Uu observed their uuuiual bosuty mid Mjuiiiieiry of 
fona Mid the J were Angeh, 

tSon of RIcbsTd Ellii. See psg e 79 (19). 
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Tbeae tartifie tb*t I, the subscriber, have reteved seven ew sheep from 
Richard Ellis, fur which I promis to pay five pounds and one quarter of good 
clean wooll yerlj' and at the ende of three yeres return the same number. 

Colcratn, Feb. ye 20, 1777. 

JOHN HARKOUN. 



ui:vT. joim KLUS, of ashfiei^d. 

Commission of John EUis (son of Richard), of Ash field, as a .Second l^ient. 
in the Revolutionary Army: 

Colony of the ) 

MaSSACHUSETITS JiAY. ) 

TJie Major Part of the Council in tht MaiMae?tuietts Bay in Neie EngUindt 
To John AUia* Gentleman, Greeting: 

You being appointed Second Lieutenant of the Sixth Company, whereof 
Benjamin Pliillii>a is Captain, in the Fifth Rccinicnt of Militia, in the C6unty 
of ll.iiiipvhirc, whori^of David Field, JCs(|., is i'olonvl, Hy Virtue of the Power 
vested in un^ We do by these Presents (reposing speci:il Tnist and Confidence 
in your Loyalty,*^ i*ourage and good Conduct) Commission you ^icconlingly. 
You arc therefore circfnlly and (Ulli|*cntly to discliarge the Duty of a second 
Lieut, in leading, ordering and exercising said company in Arms, both inferior 
ollicers and soldiers, and to keep them in good Order and Discipline. Aud 
they arc hereby commanded to obey yon as their second Lieut, and you are your- 
self to obHcrvo and follow such Orders and Inntructions as you sh.n1l from time 
til tinii* riTtMvo frtiui tho major purl of the I \miu*il and your .Superior Odicuni. 
(Sivcn under our Hands and Seal of the said Colony » at Watertown, 

the Third day of May, in the year of our Lord 177(K 
By tlie Command of the Major Part of the Council. 

JOHN LOWELL. Dep'y See'y. 
[sKAL.] James Otis, W. Spooner, Caleb Cushing, J. Winthrop, B. 
Chadboum, T. Cushing, John Whitcomb, James Pres- 
cott, D. Taylor, 8. Hatten, Jabex Wisher, B. White, 
Moses Uill. 



Lieut. John Dlis was» a portion of the time during the Revolution, on 
duty in Ash field, where he was assigned to service ordered by the General 
Court, in session in Boston. Among his papers is a memorandum as follows: 

" Fines collected agreeable to an order of Court of Aug. 15th, 1777: " 

Ashel Amsden 15 

EliColton 15 

Jedediah Sprague 15 

Lieut. P. Phillips 15 

Scth Waitc 15 

KcubcnKllb 15 



•This Dame wai a clerical trrer, aflerwanb corrected. 
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.i' 

Thomas Phillips 15 

Joseph U. Paine 15 

Hhenc/cr IW'hliiig 15 

Daniel Jicldin^ 1 •'> 

.lolin Slierwiii 15 

.li-ronii.'ih Waito . . ITi 

Moses Stiiith 15 

Samuel KeliHni; 15 

])ea. Isaac Shcpard 15 

David Allien 15 

** Fines paiil Agreeable to an onlcr of Court of Juno lOUi, 1778: " 

M 

John Ikhling 10 

Oliver Cook 10 

Samuel Cranston 10 

Liout. Philip Phillips 10 

Isaac Shepard [ 10 

Philip Mati^'an 10 

Abner Phillips 10 

Daniel Bacon 10 

Ahel Smith 10 

Vcspntian Phillips 10 

Johnson Pelton 10 

Silas Lilly 10 

John Ames 10 

Samuel Truesdcl 10 

Abel Cook 10 

Josiah Cook 10 

Samuel Batchcld«r. 10 

Samuel Beldinp; 10 

Scth Waito 10 

Jesse K<lson 10 



'* Pines pai«l agreeable to an order of Court of June *iOth, 177H: '* 

i; 

Samuel Ikhlin*; 20 

Kbcnezcr Bclding, jr -0 

David AldcD, jr 20 

John II. lUackmer 20 

Ashel Amsden 20 

Chilcab Smith 20 

*' Fines paid agreeable to an order of Court June 5th, 1780: ' 

i' 

Johnson Pelton 150 

Scth Wait« 150 
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Jt is known tliat tome of tlieae men were stanch loyalists, or ioriei as 
tbe3' were called, and were 02>poBod to the Revolntion or revolt against the 
King of Kn^'land. Such m'os the division of sentiment on the subject of the 
war at that timo that many families were dividuil among their iiienibcrH. 
Many tory fathers had patriot sons who were tightiug for the iiideijciidence of 
the colonics. Hut in AsliHcId, as ulHuwhoru, thcro waf! a strong Immi' f/nnnl^ 
ulif> did all tlicy rould to ciicuuragu the soldiers. At a town inittliii^' held 
June loth, 1777, it was voted "that Aaron Lyun was a suiUblc person to pro- 
cure evidence agaiuHt certain persons who were rcganle<l as enemies 'of the 
Anierie:m StatcM." 

About this timo iiurgoyne, who was at the head of the British army near 
Saratoga, N. Y., was expected to push his way through to join other l^ritish 
forces in Massachusetts and Uhodc Island. It was sup|X)sed that his route 
woulfl l»e to Fort Massachusetts (now North Adams), where he would cross the 
Ifoosac Mountain over into the towns of 11 oath and Bucklaud, then ford the 
DeerHeld river and pass through the north part of Asbticld, exactly by where 
Aaron Lyun lived. 

This ma«1e the torics jubilant, bnt Aaron Lyon did his duty, and in Au- 
gust, 1777, he, with Tetcr Cross and Dr. Phineas Bartlctt, Selectmen of tlie 
town, brought in a report "that * ♦ ♦ ought to be brought to a proper 
trial.*' (Nine torics. Their names are omitted hero.) 



CIIARUICS ANI> rUlCKS OV KAUI.V TIMKS IH ASIIFIKLI). 

Specimens of accounts taken from an ohl account Iniok of Lieut, .hdin T 
of AshlieJd: 

Maj. Lam rock Floweu, Sr. 

To JojiN Ellis— 1>R. 
1774. e «. 

Jan. ye S. To 1 bushel of r}'e and oati : *.* 

•« (^ashby Bildad : T) 

Feb. er). •• •• •• Kbcnezcr Bcldiug 0:3 

May 10. " my oxen ouo day : 1 

Nov. ** my liorso to Spring! tcld : .'» 

1784. 

Mar. 3'e -L *' I pint of rum 0:0 

Feb. -.M, I7S<;. ** Aapinetree : !» 

Oct, •• 1 barrel : :\ 

Juno l!*, I7SS. '* 'J days* work by Dimick : H 

•* days' work by John 0:0 

•• •• 2 bushels of wheat : S 

Feb. *2S, 17UI. " 1 pound in grain for Thomas Phillipe 1 : 

May 3. " my John one day 0:2 

Sept. 2S. " Dimick one day : I 

'• " Edward one day 0:1 

Aug. ye 20, 1702 •' my horse to Conway 0:0 

" my cart to Buckland : 1 

*' my horse to Goshen 0:1 

Deo. 10, 179*. •' Edward and Dimick one day 0:4 



His, 



d. 
: 
: 
: S 
: A 
: 4 

: 
: i\ 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: G 
: (i 
:)0 
: 
: 
: 
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Capt. Lamkock Flowsr, Jon. Dk. 

1799. JC ». d. 

Mar. 21. To ten hundred of hay 1:0:0 

•' 211>«. cheese : :10 

$ e. m. 

May.* " a plow 2 d.ays and a half : 84 : 

" " 1 bushel of i>arsni|» : 33 : 

" Clbs. of iron : 24 : 

Cit EDITS. € a d. 

1774, May 10. By 1 day with Phineas and your oxen... : 3 : C 

Oct. 29. •• i •• '* " *• ** ".-0:1:6 

1774. JoUSf BELDlKOt DR; 

.Fail. yc24. Then reckoned and settled all book accounts. 

John Bkldiko. 
Joiiir Kllih. 

€ «. d, 

Apr. 28. 1785. To 1 bushel of com 0:3:0 

" my horse to New Providence 0: 4:0 

Mar. " my horse and sleigh to Springlield : 14 : 

" my two boys and one yoke of oxen and plow 

two dsys : 10 : 

Mar. G. 1788. '* my sleigh to DccrHcld : 1:0 

•Ian. yu (i, I7S9. Then rcckonod all InK'k account and settled the whole. 

John IIki.iiinu. 
KitKNK/.KU Bkldino.^ Ou. 

1774. i: i. d. 

Apr. 25. To keeping of a heifer 8 weeks Q • *^ ' ^ 

Jan. ye 30. 1775. " " " cow 15 •• / 0:13:4 

"5 lbs. of cheese i 0: 2:4 

Samuel Bbldiko | Db. 

1774. ^ : d, 

Sept. yo 24. To 2 baskets 0:4:0 

Jn]y;30, 1782. " cash paid Capt. Flower :7 :G 

" 0, 178C. •• 2 lbs. of tobacco 0:1:0 

1782. Orsditb. € «. d 

Kov. 25. By making 8 ropes to tie up cattle : 2 : B 

•* 25. •' 1 bed rope 0:2:0 

<* 13, 1785. '* making 3 small ropes 0:3:0 

Dec. 12, 1791. " making one draw ro|>e and leading line 
and three small ropes 

*0n and sflcr this date tlio scuount was contiuucd Id dollan, cents sod mills, wbich 
wsro written In the maoDsr iliuUar to that of pounds, shlUlnga sod penes. 

t(j rand fat iicr of Hcldlni; llrnM., ■ilk niunufacturera. 
{ Father of Aabcr Ueld inf. Seo pass 1 17. 
I Great Grandfather of IWIiling Hrothura. 
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Doer. Moses Hatdbk Dr. 

1773. € *. d. 

Dec.yclS. To 8 hundred of hay 0: 8:0 

Jail. -20. J 774. •• cash 0: .*l : 

Mar. IS. " keeping your horse 14 days :0: 4:0 

Juiic'JI. •* IG hundreil of hay : Ki : 

Conway, Aug. yc (ith, 1774. Then reckoned and balanced all acct. with' 
Doet. Moses Haydon, as witness our hands. 

MOSKS HAYDK>f. 

DotT. Pkineas Bartlet Dr. 

)773. e s, d. 

Jan. ye X To slcding two loads of boards from Abner Phillips' 

mill ' 0: 3:4 

" ** sleding ono load from uiy mill : 1 : (i 

F«b. 1774. •• 4 lbs. butter 0: 2:0 

Jan. 1775. " six hundred of hay 0: 8:0 

Oct. 1777. " 13 lbs. of pork 0: 0:0 

Nov. 1779. " 4 Inishcl of salt : 10 : 

June 0, )7sr». " one quart of rum 0: 1:0 

Sept. 4, I7S8. •• !>4 lbs. of flour 0:3 :0 

Mar. 24, 17!)2. Then reckoneil and settled all book acct. \i-ith Lieut John 
EUis in full. 

PlITNKAM BaKTT.KT. 

[Dr. Rartlot was a pliysician in Ashnold forty years. | 

Aaro.h Lyom Dk. 

1774. t «. d. 

Nov. ye '^3. To keeping a colt 3 weeks 0:1:0 

Aug. yc 19, 1776. " my horse to Charlcmont 0:1 : 2 

Aug. yulO, I7S5. " \\ gallons of rnm 0:0:0 

Crkdit. 

Doc. H, nSTi. By 1 buahol and 10 quarU of wheat : '> : 

June yc20, 17BC. Then reckoned all book acct. with Mr. Lyon and found due 
to him six |)ence. Aahon Iaon. 

Juii.N Ili.lih. 

KiStBEL UOWBS Dk. 

177d. £ $. d. 

Julyyo IS. To cash 0:0:0 

Jan. 21, 1777. " 8 Imshels of com 1:4:6 

Credit. 

i* *. d. 

July, 1770. By 8 days' work 1:4:0 

•• '• ''cRsh 0:0:0 

Jan 21, 1777. Then rcoktMiud and Icwlaucvil all lH>ok acct. between Kinibel 
HoM'ev and John KUis, as witness our hands. 

KiMllKI. HOWBH. 
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1789. 
Sept. 4. 

Apr. \VJ\. 

Oct. 
•• l7tM. 



A III,'. I71U. 
Kel,. I7i»:;. 
A]»r. 
Apr WXi, 



1785. 
May 2i\. 



3»8 
Samuel. ijNcoi.K 



To 1 bushel of wheat 

" one half a Bide of leather 

** Kilwanl two ilays* work 

" Dimick one •• •* 

** I Uiiiick mill tliti iixnii I ilay t) 

•* my liorMu in Ihirilwiok'' 



Dk. 

€ *. d. 
4 :G 
\'2 : :\ 
4 :0 
1 :9 
:i : 
fi : s 



Cukhit. 

£ n. if. 

By wo.i\ iii;^ iMI yanlM of cl<ith : 1 1 : !» 

** weaving ;» : Ml : I 

•• wcaviiii^ a ciivcrlid : 7 : <» 

Theu rt'ckonocl ami Mcttleil all accoiiiitii, :u* witticvM our haiiiU. 

SaMIIKI. |j|K«clf.N. 



(■BOKOK KANNJCYf 



To 1 rjiiurt of old ruin . . 

« •> l< «l l« 41 



Dk. 

€ $, d. 

.0:1: 6 

: 1 : 11 



Cridit. 
1785. £ 1. d. 

May -JO, Hy cash 0:1:6 

" Hax : 1 : U 



LiiuT. Edward Ankabls 



17sr). 
Mar. yc 12. 



Dr. 



To 1 quart of old rum /. . . . ; 

•• more for rum... .(. ; 



** 1 barrel of cider ."^ 

** cash lent your father 

Feb. 20. 178C. " 38 feet of pine boardi 

Dec. 27, 1790. «• 3 buihcli of rye : 10 : 

May, 1791. " 1 bushel of salt 0: 6: 

Oct. : 29, 1793. " my IMward 1 day at work 0: 2: 

'* 2 days Edward, oxen and cart : 8 : 

Oct 24, 1794. •• Dimick and oxen one day : 3 : 

Feb. 16, 1795. This day reckoned and settled all acct. between Lt. KUis and 
Lt. Amiable. Kowakd Annaiu.k. 



d. 
G 
4 


10 
3 




C 



Juno yo 19. 1785. Then received of John Ellis eight shillings and two 
pence, being the tax due on the Lot No. 53, on the north side of said lot. 

Philip Pjiillips, Col. 



*lliird«riik U lu \Vorir!<tor Co., Mn'<i«.. uliuiit 40 mile* foiilboKJi fioiu AsbntlJ. Aa I 
niid no other Liiieolns in Afhfldil, I think it probnbU that BaiiiucJ caiue froiu llsrdwick. 
.Sec pa^e l«7. 

firuiidi'iithcr of Haiiiiali Ranney Ellii (see page 176), and H. S. lUnney, of Ashfleld. 



Digitized by 



Google 



3'9 

ELIi£U KUKNE/.KR SmITII Dr. 

nst). i* «. d. 

Jan. 3. Tu my sl«iKh to Ctosbcn : I : 

•• ** * * for a number of scmodh : 1 : 4 

••butter 0: '2: li 

May 11, 1781). •• i^rimling 2 bu»beU of whoat ami 2 of rye I . :, 

'• *J «bro|i tiitil Wcigbisil I. 'iff lb* O I'J : II. 

Mar. n, I7!MI. •• I piuk uf wluat f«ii fatbcr I : I 

May II, 17-yi. 'rbisii rcckfiiic«l aiul Mutllctl nil pavt ncctniniN botwcvn Kblfr 
Sniitb and iiiybulf. 

Joii.H Km. IS. 

KllKNKZKIl S.M1T1I. 
J{|rllAliI» Kl.US* l)i(. 

I7sr». !• *. i/. 

Apr. IS. To I pint of «ilil ruiu 0:0 : 10 

•• 4 •* •• " 0:0: 4 

17Ht>. Crkiut. 
Mar. -24. Hy oa«b 0:1:0 

Hkn.)am]M Ellw, SK.t Ck. 

1789. i* «. rf. 
July 15. Credit by hoards, to be paid in Bo«f or grain at the 

market pricv 1 : : 10 

DCOTOK 

1789. € $. rf. 

July 25. To meat 0: 4:2 

Dec. 14. •• USIbi. of beef : Hi : 5 

Nov. 20, 1790. '• lahecp 0: 0:0 



March 7tb, 1701. Tbia day reckoned with Edward Annable for keeping 
Father KUis, and all other accounta, and found doe him one shilling, as wit- 
ness our hands. 

John Ellis. 
Edward Annablis. 

i 

Besides the foregoing the following-arc names of fYorsoas in Ashlield with 
whom Lieut. John Kills did business between the years 1773 and 1800. It is 
probable that most of these persons lived in the Ellis neighborhood, or north* 
east fiart of the town: 

Samuel Annable, Jr., Barnabas Annable, Edward Annable, John Am^den, 
James Andrews, Erastus Andrews, David Aldcn, Abel AUis, Isaac Aider, Kbu* 
iie/cr Rvlding, .liiii., Jolni lioMing— was a soldier in the Ucvolutionary army, 
Daniel Dclding, Samuel liclding, .lubu lUackmore, Dr, Phincas Bartlet, Samuel 



•Son of KeulH*n KUii. See (39) imgo 8S. 



tSee page 90 (32). 
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lUrtlet, Davis lltitler, Nathan Ritchcldcr, Dea. John licmeitt. Koliii Blackmoro, 
Samuel BardwcU, Bozer Bcntou, William BilHiigH, Benjamin OritieD<lcn, Jore* 
miah Center, Noah Crou, John Conley — a tailor, Nathan Cbaptn, I^vi Cook» 
D.ivid (*obb, J^njaniiu Ellis, Bicbard £lHs, David Kllis, Samuel Elmer, Maj. 
Uimroc'k Flower, Sr., Capt. Lamrock Flower, Jr., Hildad Flower, \ViUiam 
Flower. Vhioeas Flower, Oliver Field, Moses Frarey, Uriah Goodwin, Mr. 
Oriswold, Mr. Gay, Dr. Mosei Hayden, of Conway; Kimbel Howes, Aaron 
Hayden, Kpbraim Jennings, Ueuben Ken<lrick, John King, Caleb King, Jacob 
Kilbuni- a shoemaker, Samuel Linconin, Archibald Ltndaey, Jonathan Lyon, 
Eliab Lindscy, Silas Lilly, Aaron Lyon, Dr. Francis Mantor, Samuel Moody, 
Ca])t. Norton, Jacob Orcutt, Richard Phillips, Abner Phillips, Philip Phillips, 
Timothy Perkins, Enos Pomcroy — clothier, of Buck land; Thos. Phillips, Jr., 
John Perry, John Porter, Samuel Porter, Rufus Perkins, Joseph Potter, Samuel 
Prince, Si>cncer Phillips^was a soldier in the Revolution, Daniel Phillips, 
Kliab Perkins, Elizabeth Potter, Samuel liockwood, George llanney, Abel 
Smith, Levi Steel, Jacob Sherwin — first minister of the Congregational Church, 
Elihu Smead, Ephraim Smith, Stephen Smith, Lemuel Spurr, John Sherwin, 
Nehemiah Sprague, Thomas Stocking, Rufus Sears, Mehitable Smith, Ezariah 
Selden, Chileab Smith, Jr., Ebenezer Sprague, Elder Ebenezer Smith, Jona- 
than Taylor, Oapt. Thomas Warner, Seth Waite, Josiah Ward, William Ward, 
Samuel Washburn, Caleb Wood, John Wilke, Elijah Ward, Jonathan Yemans. 



CRI^KItRATlON AT THK KLT.I8 AND FHILI.IPS FORT IN 1§8«. 

ScptomlNsr Kth, I8SG, a vt;lcbratiou was held at tho Mite of the old fort, 
near Thomas Pliilli2>s, Sr.'s, house, in Ashfield. This fort was situated aljout 
fifty rods north of Bear River, and twenty rods west of the north and south 
road which run from Uicliard Ellis' house to Ba^)tist Corner. Rev. Mr. 
Shepard, in his sketches [see page 280], locates this fort at about one mile and 
a half southwest of Mr. Chileab Smith's residence, and near the house occupied 
in 1833 by Mr. Scars. The spot is really about one-half mile south of Mr. 
Smith's. This fort was the principal one in Ashfield, that at Mr. Smith's 
house being mostly of a private character and constructed mainly by the 
Smiths. Early residents of Ashfield say that the site of the Ellis and Phillips 
fort was the one, and only one, pointed out to them by their grandfathers, the 
first settlers, as being the site of their ancient refuge in the war of 175G. Mr. 
Lewis Ellis [241], of Belding, Mich., who was in Ashfield in May of the pres- 
ent year [1887], together with the writer, informed the latter that his father 
and grandfather had often pointed out this spot to him as the site of the old 
fort. His grandfather, Lieut. John Ellis [see page 7G1, was fourteen years of 
age at the time, and aided in building the fort. Mr. Lewis ICllis was thirty- 
one years of age when he removed from Ashfield to Belding. He was well 
acquainted with the Smiths and others at Baptist Corner, but never lieanl 
mention of tho fort there. 

The following is an oxtract from a letter from H. S. Ranney, Esq.: 
" KuMiMH:ting the niuuting at tho site of tho old fort ou the Sih inst. |Se|)» 
tember, lS8ti], 1 have to say: There was a very largo attendance and a time 
of much enjoyment to all, a report of which, in the Gazette and Courier, I send 
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you. 'j'lic locAtioii i« called 'Fort KIHb & IMiilHpa.' Tbo fort woe not an 
earthwork, hut was conatnictctl of nprigbt 1o|;r of aufllciunt tbicknoaa to be 
bullet proof, act tbrce feet into the earth, and riaing ten or twelve feet above. 

'* The location ia at the apot whero it ia believed Tboniaa I^hillips first set- 
tled, forty or lifty roils 7iort?i of Ilear river, about twenty roila we»t of the road 
and a little more than half a mile north of the first Richard KIlis' house, 
l>cing on the south side of the discontinued road that led due cast from the 
place where Obed Elmer lived fifty years ago. 

"The stockade or fort that enclosed the dwelling-house of Chileab Smith 
was a half mile north from this." 

But it is probalde that Mr. Shepard was mainly right in what he states of 
the Chileab Smith fort, as he derived his information from Chileab .^mith, Jr., 
who was fourteen years of age at the time the fort was built by his father and 
brother Kbeiie/er, and perhaps others. I 

'Pho f.'iot of the cclcbraticm of ISSG at the KUis M\d IMiillips t<itc is contirni- 
atlon that this was the historic fort of Ashfleld — or lluutstown, as it was then 
called. V*y reference to the Map of that section of Ashiield, it will be seen 
that this locality is between the early residences of Richard Kllis and Thomas 
Phillips, and but a few rotls south from where Mr. .Sears lived in 1S33. 

The report of the celebration alluded to above is taken from the GreuiHeld 
Gazette and Courier of September, 188C: — 

Away np in the town of Ashfield, three miles northeast of "The Plain," 
is a sort of basin formed by the hills, with a bottom nearly circular, a half mile 
or more in diameter. Upon this Imttom, on a little rise not far from its cen- 
ter, the anvants will show yon a half-doxeu hollows in tJie ground, the largest 
of which a half-dn/AMi rnrthtmla I'f raitli would (ill up, and a liole ;is big as a 
man's boity and lour feet doo[». The hollows, they will tell you, were tiie cel- 
lars of buildings constructed within a stockade, and the hole was the well 
from which the water for the occuiiants was drawn. This stockade was the 
fort to whose protection the settlers would lly M'hen danger meitaeeil. From 
some of these early settlers it is supposed it took its name— Fort l-.Uis and 
PhilliiM. This was the spot of the celebration on Wednesday last, untler the 
auspices of the I'ocomtuck Valley Memorial Association (named from a locality 
near Deertiuld, Mass.], an or>!Aiii%atiou whose pur^Ktse it is to preserve ancient 
things, to mark with monuraenta historical spots, and gather ui> and preserve 
all fragments of local history. 

The tlay was a tine one, and the thousand, more or less, of |»oople who 
assembled in the fragrant pine grove, a few paces from the site of the fort, had 
a most enjoyable time. They feasted the inner man on the good things they 
had brought with them, or on tlie viands so bountifully provided at the table 
for the guests, and their eyes ti[>on those worthies wiio i>ecupy the scats of 
honor uiMin such occasions, and who by their labors antl pre-eminence in this 
field aro worthy to occupy them, of whom two good s|)eciuicns arc Hon. Ceo. 
Sheldon and Jou.ithau tlohnson. The coniniittce of arrangements, of which F. 
O. 11 (»wes wvis chairman, had^made every provision in way of ]ilatforms and 
seats for the comfort and convenience of au<licnc6 and speakers. 

lit lh«! forenoon at aUiut lOiIlll F. K\, Howes, for the eouuniUee, niatle the 
atldrcsH of welcome, and in the absence of Mr. Sheldon, who had not yet ar- 
rive«l, George William Curtis was designated to act as presiding ollicer. He 
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happily introduced Prof. J. Stftnley Hall, of John Hopkins University, and a 
native of Ashfield, to whom had been assigned the historical address. The 
following is a brief outline of what he said: 

The history of AshOcld is preceded by a lef^end never written or printed, 
the ck-ments of which are clearly of ^re.it antifiuity; hut which is only loosely 
allotted to thcsu hills. 1 was iinit '* let in " to it this summer by an aged man, 
known :iiid rcvurctl by nil, only after lung {icrsuasion, for fear lest 1 hImmiM re- 
gard it or him as ridiculous, and after a promise not to connect his name with 
it. It runs about as follows: 

The world began in the vicinity of the " Tunnel Mountain,*' which first 
of all land in this part of the worhl rose out of the watery chaos. After many 
ages pale-faced men of great stature and sagacity appeared from the northeast 
and settled miles apart upon the best hills — one upon Indian Bill, one upon 
C'atauiount Hill, and others elscwlierrt, these two being the headquarters of all 
high hills and wild Indians. These two brothers were not satistied with the 
M'orld as they found it, and would make it better, and first sought to remould 
the great features of the landscape. What is now the Decrlield river was far 
larger than at present, and (lowed south of these hills, making a broad and 
deep lake over linckland Hay, tho only outlet of which was by the Kiehuiond 
or Jlermon Jiowes place into the pond. Thence its majestic current covered 
all the plain and South Ashtleld, with a dangerous rapid between them, down 
to Dug Way (the newer and narrower channels not being yet cut), and thence 
through Conway to the Connecticut. These two great squatter sovereigns 
agreed to employ large troops of Indians, working with sharpened sticks day 
and night for many years, first to d* ain Buckland lake toward the northeast, 
and finally to turn the river further up at Catamount liill into its present and 
geologically new and unnatural course. The Indians followed the river for 
new fishing ground, as it washed over upon the barren wastes of Shelburne 
Falls and left Ashfield to the peace and solitude she still so devoutly cherishes, 
and with new and fertile acres. For several generations Ashfield flourwhed, till 
men grew idle, too comfortable, and therefore discoutcnte<1, till the older fam- 
ilies died out, public spirit languished, and reverence and love of truth had Hed, 
and at length Indians and re-encroaching forests closed in and destroyed all 
trace of a period which, had it developed as nobly as it began, would have set 
an example in morals and industry that the world would not soon have lost. 
♦ •♦« „♦♦••• 

After tho address camo the intermission for dinner, and about two the 
seats were all occupied and the platform fringed by those desirin;^ to hear the 
M|)eaking. The .SheDnirne Falls band, which wiis in attendance during the 
day and frequently reB])ondcd to the calls made upon it, opened the exercises, 
and then came an address of half an hour by Hon. George Sheldon, who had 
been felicitonsly introduced by Mr. Curtis*, as the maiiter of ceremonies for the 
rest of the day. His address was in the historical line, and extracts are pre- 
sented below : 

Through the joint action of the committees having in charge the exercises 
of this day, I have been assigned a part in which it becomes my pleasant and 

•IIuu. c;cor;if Willlnm riirtls, editor of Hnrper*s Wecltly of New York City. Kor tweuly 
two yvtin Mr. Curt in bs.« pMMCil tb« tuniDicra lu Ashrield. 
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grateful duty to thank the people of Aah6eld for the cordial weluomc which 
has been so gracefully offered, and especially to congratulate them on the pos- 
session of that spirit which aloiie made this gathering possible. ^ * As yet, 
I have found no s|K>nsor for your name of Ashtield. Jt may hare 1>oen naiiic<l 
as, acconliui,' tt» tradition, were thetowuH of Athol, Orange, Coloraine, Shcl- 
burne, Montague and Warwick, after some KngliMh, titled man, in itoiiHidcra- 
ti(»ii fur a cliurch IhsU which he was to presvut to the town hdiiorcd by his 
name. * * Now, this is a pretty romance; but, to my knowled^^e, it has 
not f>een adopted by your people. I am sure, however, you have just as good 
a right to such a tradition as the towns named, provided you first catch the 
necessary i^ord Ashtield. As I have not faith that you will succeed in that 
field, 1 will venture another theory to account for the name Ashfield— a theory, 
not a historical fact. Dut I give the facts on which tlie theory is fmnided: 

Tlie grant of IFuntstown was to be laid out west of and adjoining Deer- 
iicld. When the settlers began their battle with the sylv:in irodn, it is recorded 
that it was '*near the easterly bounds, so to be near our DeerfKrhl neighbors," 
.iiul consequently it must have been on the easterly tier of lots. 1'hc mighty 
uak, tiie t(»weriiigpinc, the dark, 8]>roading hendock, the fruitful chestnut — 
diudenis in the glorious crown uf a priuieval .ige — bowed to tlie ground before 
tbetr sturdy blows. The fierce ttamcs assailed the prostrate jo^ints, and in 
place of the green woodland nothing met the eye but ciiarred stumps and a 
field strewn with ashes— an nnhfitld literally. It was this very clearing that 
DeerHeld people claimed as being within their bounds, and while the process 
of cutting down and burning was going on, the Deertield neighbors, near whom 
they were so anxious to live, would taunt them from the border woods, and 
cry out: ** Clear away as fast as you can; we shall soon come and occupy it." 

1 wish here to acknowledge the lasting obligations which the valley towns 
lie under to Huntstown. But for her v.nlor the river settlements might have 
been all swept away in the last Frendi war. I speak now of her own estimate 
of her own prowess, given under her own hand, as found in history. It may 
be thought rather late in the day, but now, after 130 3'ears have passed, as a 
representative of the valley, I tender grateful thanks to Ashtield; and no spot 
is so fitting on which to make this acknowledKinent as that where we meet to- 
day. Here stood the bulwark of our safety. Here was shown — taking, as in 
common courtesy we are bound to do, Huntstown *s view of it— the patriotism 
and self denial which assured our safe continuance in the land of the living. 
In a petition addressed by the {leople of Huntstown to the (icneral Court, ask- 
ing aid in bidding the fort, one of thu prime considerations set forth was its 
benefit to the settlements in the valley below. They say, from their own sit- 
uation they are a " S]>esil gard to HatHeld c^ dearfield, & thar viligscv, to wit. 
a place cald rorcing brook, ft place cakl Scras (V) and a place cald Moody brook, 
i^ the place cald the B:irs &% place called wopin." This was in 17*Hi. For 
the information of the General Court a map of this region was sent %vith the 
alMive. The Connecticut Valley — its base was represented by two circles with 
a dot in the center of each. One was marked: " Hear is hatHeld;" thence ran 
a straight ru.'ul m.irked: "Northwest alniut 18 miles is Huntstown." The 
other circle was labeled ** Hear is Deertield," and a similar road thence was , 
niarko<l "Alx>ut S miles west is Hunts town." The acute angle where these > 
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VoA<la meet muBt he at this Very ftpot Thii map was evidently honie*inaile, 
and I assume it to be tbe work of Iluntstown's Hrat highway surreyor, Wil- 
liam Curtis. • • » 

(Jur Association comes here to-day, Mr. Chairman, to awaken a new]ni))- 
lie interest in one particular event in the life of Ashfidd — the erection on this 
spot of tiiat fortification which was the ark of safety to thesrttlers in I75G. 
Wo trust the interest so m.inifestly shown today will not die out until some 
a]>pro])riate monument marks tbe spot; to tbe end that coming generations 
may seek this place and take note of the patience and fortitude of their ances- 
tors in battling against tho forces of nature and a savage foe, and thence draw 
streii;;th for their own M'arfare. 

But from a different ]K>int of view this locality is worthy of another mon- 
ument, to be dedicated to brave Chileab Smith, his faithful son Ebenezer and 
their compeers, who battled for long years to obtain what tire Pilgrims sought 
afar — freedom to worship (lOtl after ways of their own choice; freedom to think 
for themselves. For this the}' struggled against the combined forces of churcli 
and State, which strove to stifle their thoughts and bend their consciences to 
one narrow crce<l. The men who planted themselves on this corner and on 
this principle were men of pluck, with iron wills and muscles of steel, with a 
tenacity which enabled them to hold their own against all comers— the Indian 
barbarian, the land-grabber from Deertield, the exactions of civil and ecclesi- 
astical oppression. They were jMirsecutcd, but not suUlucd. >Vlien their 
lands were sold and their cattle taken to support a doctrine to which they 
could not subscribe, they submitted, but with solpnni protest and righteous 
indignation cxpreHHed in strong tvnis. What thotjfgh their theological integu- 
ments were as ttnigh as tiicir own buckskin garmoiits, it niatteiii not. Tlicy 
stood up manfully for libcirt}*. They fought a good Hgbt for an inborn right— 
the right to think for themselves. They sowed good seed, but for them the 
harvest was scant. All honor, tlien, to Chileab, Kl>enezer, the brave Bemem- 
bor, and their fellows, for their vigorous tugging at the cords with which the 
standing order essayed to bind the thoughts and emotions of men. Liberty 
stands tu-day on a broader foundation; thought to-day is more free all over our 
wide land for tho earnest and incessant protest that went up from Baptist 
t 'orner. 

Mr. Sheldon also gave an account of what ho called tho linit Fourth of 
.luly celebration in HuntatOM'n, M'hen Kbenexer Smith, with Kemember Kills 
|Mec i>age 71] on a pillion behind him, M'ith his father riding in front as a lK>dy 
guard, rode through the wilderness to Deerficld, whent the two former were 
united in marriage by Parson Ashley. It was during the bight of the last 
French W^ar and a bold adventure. ** Go back to the deeds of chivalry," said 
the speaker; "explore the whole circumference of the Round Table, and 
among all the heroes, clad in silken doublet and encased in burnished steel 
and gleaming silver, where will you find m more daring and romantic quest V 
Wlicre a braver and more knightly heart than that which beat under tbe 
homespun butternut of your good Knight Chileab ? " 

At the close of Mr. Sheldon's address the St. Cecelia Club, of Shclhnrne 
Falls, composed of l^Irs. Baker, Miss Bardwvll and MeMsrs. lIuM-ks and Had* 
ley, sang most acceptably, repeating their success of the morning. Later they 
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w«rc called upon again, and made an excellent hit, proving once more that 
tUia in a musical combination of unusual merit. 

J. Jobiisnn» of GrecnHeld, gave a brief account of the organi/Jition of the 
r. V. M. A. and a brief review of some of the celebrations it h;is been inatru- 
mental in lioMing, and closed with an exhortation to the young to make col- 
lectiuus of relics similar to that at Decrficld for every village. I'rof. \V. F. 
Sherwin, of the T^oston C<inscrvatory of Mu.sic, a native of liucklaud, made a 
very felicitous speech, of which the main idea was that these K«ithering» are 
excellent for kindling anew the love for old-time tnings and the old-time \ irtues 
uf tiie futiiunt. ilun. W. |i. Uaveiiport, of New York city, happening to be 
present, was presented, and he, too, dwelt upon the propriety of keeping green 
the memories of the early st-ttlcrs, through whose pluck and endurance we 
have this fair heritage. Vrof. Charles Eliot Norton, of Harvanl I'niversitv, 
the next s|H:aker, warmly urgcil that in the public hall of each town mur.-il 
tabletd be put up, and, under the inscription: *' These have done their part for 
AshKeld," or Charlemont, or Hawley, as the case may be, the names of the 
men who have been the leaders in the town's progress may be chiseled, that 
succeeding ages may have constantly before their eyes an inspiration to «Io 
their part in bearing public burdens. Judge Conant, of Greenfield, had a few 
words uf the same general tenor, giving due credit to the P. V. M. A. for the 
unselfish work it ia doing. The closing address was made by George William 
Curtis. ]VIr. Curtis spoke of the pridu New England takes in these historical 
places, hallowed by the virtue, patriotism and persevering industry of tlie 
fathers, and thought that while this feeling of reverence for these consecrated 
things remains thero need bo no fear for the safety of the Kepuidio; but whi'ii 
Cuucurd and Trenton and Bunker liill cease to warm the feelings and tpiickeu 
the pulses, a decay in patriotic sentiment has begun that will end in the down- 
fall of the nation. l^Ir. Curtis spoke on this theme with great eloijucncci 
fascinating bis hearers by a magic power of oratory possessed by few other 
Americans, if by any. 

It was a little after 4 o'clock when the gathering broke up, and all went 
away feeling, as one man said, that *' it was the most enjoyable picnic of his 
life." 



SOI.UIEUS* GUAU1> AT IIUNTSTOM'N IN 1750. 

The ftdh>wing is taken from % ** History oC Dcerlield," by lion. it«orge 
Sheldon: 

" March 'I7tl\, Col. Williams writes Shirley that * Huntstowu i»eoxdo «iuit- 
ted their place last summer for want of protection, bat several families returned 
and lived thero through the winter, A others will join them if they «*an have 
help. Encouraged by what tbey heard from you by their messenger they have 
begun to fortifie ds in a few days will have a garrison completed. Before the 
M-ar they had tittetl a large area of land for^tillai^e & raised considerable provi- 
sions. That is gone and they know not where to look for their bread, or what 
method to tako for their support, & unless somuthing can bu dune for thcni 
they niuNt again leave the place^With a guard of lU or V2 men they think 
they may work upon their land with tolerable safety.' Williams recommends 
putting part of the men under pay to guard the rest." 
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"July Sth, Col. ATilliamv in directed to send a ^uard to Ifinitstown." 

"Sept. Gtli, Capt. John Cntlin returns a list of men he had ' * iin])re88ed 
for his majesties Service," doubtless for the army under J^rd Loudon, near 
Albany. Tliey were: 

•• 'Serj^t. .John Sheldon, Scrgt. Joseph Smead, Sergt. David Hoyt, Corp. 
N:illiiiii Krnry: <VnliiinlM St'Ui 4\'kt1iii, Saniiirl MifUinMon, .InHopli Milirliell, 
.lolin IliiiNdalo, .li*lin llawkn, Jr., I>iivid IMiildM, ('ulfli Allen, l!lii»kiiii AniiH, 
Sannu'l lit'lik-n, Mohch NIiuh, Au^umIuh WcIIh, 'loiia. Tnllin, Solonutii Newton, 
S.iuuit'l Min.sdale, .Instin Bnll, Hcnj:imin Munn, Jr.' 

"Theau men were tlio real bono and muscle of Deerfield and could not well 
bo spared in her straitened circumstances. Greenfield and Korthficld were 
drained in the same manner of their best material for Loudon's army." 

In the above extract Mr. Sheldon gives the names of two—JnMeph Mitchell 
.ind Samuel Ik'ldin^— who l^uamo, soon afterwards, residents of lluntstown. 



COM.MlSSI«>N OF LIKUT. UAVIII KIJ.IS IN 17tl5. 

Hy his Kxcellcncy, Samurl Adam.s, R^g., Oovernor and Commander-in- 
Chief of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, to J>avid Kllis, (ientleman, of 
AMhIiehl, erecting: 

Von being appointed Lieutenant of a(-omj>any in tho Kifth Kcginiontof 
the Second lirigade. Fourth Division of the MiUtia of thisComnionwcaltli, Uy 
Virtue of the l*owcr vested in me, 1 do by these presents (re|)osing special 
Trust and Confidence in your Ability, Courage and good Conduct) Commision 
you accordingly. You are therefore carefully and dilligently to discharge the 
Duty of Lieutenant in leading, ordering and exercising said Company in Arms, 
both inferior oHlcers and soldiers, and to keep them in good Order and Disci- 
pline. And they are hereby commanded to obey you as their Lieutenant. 
And you are yourself to observe and follow such Orders and Instructions as 
you shall from time to time receive from me or your Sui)erior Officers. 

(liven under my Hand and the Seal of the said Comra9n wealth, the fourth 
day of Septem}>er, in the year of our Lord 1705, and in the Twentieth year of 
the 1 ndex>cndeuce of the United States of America, 
liy tho iJi>vernor, 

SAMIKL ADAMS. 

John AvKnv, Jun., 

See*y. 

May 1st, 1793, Lieut. David Ellis was honorably discharged, at his oirn 
request. 



COM.MIS.SlOK OV LIEUT. DIMICK KLLIS IK ISOG. I 

On the Tith day of May, 180C, Mr. Dimick Ellis, of Ashfield, was commis- 
sioned a J Jeutenantof a Company in the Fifth iiegiineiit of the Second lirigade. 
The commission is in the same form at that above, but signed by Calxb 
SriHiNt:, (lovernor, ond John Ij, Austin, Secretary, 
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CXI*X^\NATI«>N OF THE MAV OK THE NOIiTIIEAST PAllT OK 
ASUFIEI.D. 

Tlie Map is engraved from drawings kindly funiiihed by Mcaitrs. ITenry S. 
Kanncy and Krudorick O. J(owe«, of Aihlield. The rcailcr ii alno indulited to 
the public spirit and generosity of these gentlemen for much ol' tlie descrip* 
tious fulliming. 

A. Is the roadway running from ConM'ay westerly through the KUis sot- 
tlentent up to the Plain or village near the center of the town— a distance of 
aUiut three miles, its many crooks and turns are to avoid impasnable 
lodges of rocks. The whcde face of country hereabouts is very uneven. 
Standing at the site of tlie old residence of Lieut. John KUts (So. 14 on 
the map), is a plat of four or live acres nearly level. East and north is a 
steep descent of about 200 feet to White Brook and Boar Kiver. South and 
southwest is Mill Hill, about ;iOO feet higher than the Kllis residence: <lirectly 
west is iScUows Hill, about 100 feet lower than Mill Hill. Between tliesc ele- 
vations is a depression, through which the roadway passes. North from the 
«lohn KUis home about three-fourths of a mile, and across Bear Iliver, are hif^h 
lands again, which, like all hereabouts, ar ecomposed of immense ledges of 
rocks, coveretl in places M*ith thin soil. In early times these mountain sides were 
dcareil, and maile fair pasturage for cattle and sheep. Many of these places 
have been uej^leeted, and are now covered with young pine and hemlock trees. 
Some of the valleys between these hills and along the streams are quite fertile, 
producing considerable tf rass and coarse crain. 

B. Is the roadway to South Ashfield and Ooshcn township. 

C* iCoad north to Baptist Corner (the Smith ueighborhooil) and Shcl- 
bunic Falls. From Baptist Comer north to the Buckland town line is Cfo'J 
roils. 

* 1>. Hoail from Baptist Comer, west and southerly, to the Plain (Ashfield 
village). This road now runs from No, 4U in a northerly direction to Baptist 
Comer. Tliat |iart which originally ran from 49 easterly by the okl fort at 
30 to the north and south road is now discontinued. 

£• Road from the Plain southeasterly to South Ashfield and Conway 
tOM'nship. 

F. Koad from the Plain southwesterly to Plainlield township, and Pern. 
Hinsdale and Daltou in Berkshire County. 

G. Uoad northwesterly to Hawley township. 

U. Stage road northerly to Buckland township and Shelburae Falls. 

OO. Uoad laid out in 1754 from Deerfield to Heber*s fence, 20 (see pace 
:U)2). What was then calleil ''Deertfeld bounds" included what is now the 
town of Conway, up to the line of Huutstown or Ashliold, roarketl A. on the 
map. Part of the roml from A. to :I5 is now discontinued. 

The Streams of Ashtield are very unpretentious in size, except in times of 
freshets, and are of no importance as waterpowers. Bear River is the largest, 
and ordinarily is not more than twelve feet in width and eight to twelve inches 
in depth. It rans easterly through the eastern part of AshBeld, and then 
nort1u*ast«*r1y tlinmgh Conway to Ducrliold llivor. There are now u«> mills tm 
it within the limits of Ashtield. 

Pond Brook is tbe outlet to Great Pond. It rani in the rear of the villa^^e 
on the Plain down through South Ashfield, where it becomes or u called 
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South River, then runs northeasterly and ctuptiea nito ]>cerlio1d River, two or 
three miles east from Bear River outlet. At South Aihfield there were dams 
on this stream, with small mills. At the Pond there is a dam which raises the 
water about eight feet. In 1878 this dam was overflowed in a freshet and 
<^arried away. The waters of the Pond rushed down the narrow ^orge, destroy- 
tii«{ ji iiuniliur of iiiilU and othur buildings in its course. 

Wliilo l*ru<ik niid Alduii'si ltfu<ik iiru Hinnll iiioiinlnin ntruaiiiH niNHit a 
mile in length. 

t. Site of Jlichard KIlis' house in 1742. About 170-1 Mr. KIUh remuvetl 
to (-olcrain, and Mr. Samuel licldinpr then lived on this idaoe. Hi.s son, John 
lM>rn 175G, succeeded his father on tlita houicsteail, where be livod until \H:V.). 
J Ic raised a lar>;e family. His youngeat son, llirain, lived hero until alunit 
ISTio. when ho removed to Otisco, (now Jielding), Michigan. (Sou page 117.) 
TliiM location is not the oxact site of tho *Mog oabin partly under ground, in 
the iiide of the hill," which IViost Shopard, in hiM Skittclicn («ee page 278), snys 
wan about {ifty ruils further ea^t, near the burying ground, and where tho 
present road runs. In early times the road ran over the hill, in nearly a 
straight line from the Alden house (5) to the schoolhouse (8), and on the north 
aide of the burying ground (7). Mr. hswis KIlis, of Riding, Mich., born in 
AMliiield in 1811, says the location of his great grandfaiher's cabin wm painted 
out to liim as being on the aide hill near White liro«tk, where Richard felled 
the first tree, and not far from where Mr. Thincas Flower (12) liveil in 183^1. 
In 1754, when the *'old road to Jiuntstown" (see page 302) was laid out, it 
ran from Thomas Phillips' south "to Richard Ellis' neto house,*' which is the 
aite marked 1 on tho map. Thi.< makes it evident that Richard's first log 
cabin was not situated exactly at the comer, where the new house was built, 
and where the Beldings for four generations lived, and where Mr. Leonard D. 
Lanfair now resides. This farm, or " Right," where Richard Ellis Hrst settled, 
was said to have been one of the best in that part of the town. It was lot 49, 
and was about 00 ro<ls in width east and west, and 100 rods from Be.vr River 
on the north, to about (lO rods south of Richard's house at No. 1. 

2* Is the house where Reuben Ellis (see page OS) lived and raised his 
family. He lionght this farm— ''the 5Gth Right"— of his fatlier, in 1751. 
(Sue page :{02.) This house, like all others in those days, was built of logs. 
It wasi occupiuil until about 1705. 

•{• .Mount Owen, a rocky and almost inaccessible peak, about 100 rods in 
the roar uf Jicul>en KIlis* house. It was named from a Mr. Owen, a surveyor, 
who became lost on the mountain when making the Hrst surveys Jin the town. 
Its top is about 1,700 feet above the sea. 

4. House built by David and Jonathan Ellis (sons of Reuben) about 1705. 
D.'vvid Ellis, ."^r., (page SO) lived here until 1818, when he sold the house and 
farm to Mr. Jesse Ranney, and moved to Springfield, Erie Co., Pa. Mr. Ran- 
uey lived on this pbce until his death, about 185U. He raiseil a large family, of 
whom five are yet living— Hannah (see page 175), Erastus, Eiwin, Lucretia 
and Huth— all living in Michigan except Ruth. 

Mr. Ch.irles W. Mann now lives on the old Ellis-Ranney homestead in 
Ashlield. 

5, The Alden home. I>ea. David Alden settled here in 1705. John 
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AMoji, a vory aged man, son of Oaviil, lived there as late as 1840. John, 
Jr., and Cynis wure his sons. A Mr. Kelley noi^ lives on this place. 

G* Old prrist mill on Bear Kivcr, built about 1750 by Richard Ellis and 
Chikab Smith, Sr. It waii on the north side of the stream and about 20 rods 
east of the present bridge and roadway. Remains of t)ic mill were visible 
until recent times. In ISSCi one nf the old niillMtoneM w:iM reiiiovfd ti> tin? hiIi) 
of lb«t :uii'i<Mit KlIi.M iind rhilli|iM furt, Alxmt KM) mdH iiorlliwuMl. 11 i.s mil i|iiit(i 
curt-iin whullivr this \va:i tbs lirst ^rist mill built in AshUebl, or the onu 
markoti ['2*2) near the I'lain. I>oth have long since gone to decay. 

7. Hurying ground ncir Kich.ard Ellis'. 'J'his w.aH tlie secon«i burying 
grouuil in Ashlicld. It is small in extcMit — not «)vor one aere — and only used 
for the immediate ncighborhiNMl. Thero lie the remains of Kichard KUis and 
wifu. (See cut of monument on anotlier page.) 

On tbtH ^^ronntl .ire scvcr.al tnmbslonos bearing an early ilate. One niarko«l 
*' K. It., 177<i," isi a dark, rough gi*anitc, uigbt or tun inclioM aiTOMH the ftioe, 
and perhapx 15 inches high. It is i>resumed to mark the burial M|Mit of 
Eliunezer Beldtng, Sr., the grandfather of Asher Belding. (See page 117.) 

8« The Kllis neighborhood schoolhouse. District school where Mary 
Lyon taught three terms, about ISlTi-lU. 

i>» Old Fort, built in 1750 around the house of Ohilcab Smith, Sr^ at 
•• Kaptist <;orncr." (Sec page 1\S0.) 

10. House Where Tiberius Bcldiuu(see ^tago 1G9) lived from 18:<.)to 1S40. 
Mr. Clarence Hall now lives on this place. 

11. House where Dea. Ebenezer Belding lived at au early date, and 
where his son Asher (see page 117) lived and raised his family. Kl>enezer died 
about 182a 

12. Site where Fhineas Flower lived, from an early date up to alMut 
1S40. The house was built by his father, Maj. William Flower. The Major 
was a captiin of militia, and aided to put down Shay's Uebellion or insur- 
rection; just after the Revolution. 

1?). House where Maj. Lamrock Flower lived from the earliest times, in 
Ashfteld, until his death in 1S15. His son, Oapt. T^imrock Flower, raised Jiia 
family here. (See page 15*2.) Mr. Joshua Hall has lived here for at>ont thirty 
years patit. He has erected new buildings and roconvtruuttMl the idd in a very 
haudmimo manmir. This house stands oppositi^ thu Lieut. John Kllis house, 
where Dimiek Kllis, Ksq., livc«l in 1833, when Kev. Mr. Shupard wnitc his ; 
skcti'licH. Mr. Shepard (sec ]t.-i;;e '2S'7) states that Dca. Kbcnexer Helding livetl i 
there in 1703. He may have done so for a short time. • 

14. llouMe of Lieut. John Ellis, erected about 1705. His fintt house w.ns I 
built of logs, almut 1703, and was some twenty rods west of the present bouse. [ 
Lieut. John Ellis raised his family on this place. (See page 70.) His young- 
est son, Dimiek, livetl on the homestead after the death of his parents, in 1S27» 
and until about 1 842, where he raised his family. Dimick's son, Lewis Kllis, 
now of Belding, Mich., was born in this house, in ISll, and lived on and 
worked the farm until bis removal to Michigan, in 1S4*2. Mr. Charles Rogers 
now owns and lives on this place. This house is on the southeast corner of lot 
7, or the southwest comer of lot Ko. 8 according to the original survey of the 
proprietors. 

15. Site where Samuel Amiable, Jr., settled, abont 1702, and whoro be 
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lived until about 1802. when be removed to Cayu/^a Co., K. Y. He raised a 
large family here. One of his sons, Lieut. Edward Annable, was a prominent 
soldier iu the Jlevolutionary army. (See page 92.) Kev. Jacob Sherwin, the 
first C'cngrcgatioiial minister, lived at one time on tAis site, or very near it. 

10« Ni;;htiiigalc's place. One of the first settlers was Samuel Nightin- 
gale. His cabin was on the north side of the road, the back of which was 
built up against the face of a large rock. This rock is one of the ancient land- 
marks. It has a perpendicular surface t^n or twelve feet square, facing to the 
southeast. Ni;;htingale was an emigrant from England, and was a man of 
uncommon learning but, M'ithal, so queer in his ways that he was counted a 
** wizanl." 

17. Site of Joseph Mitcliell's tavern, the first public house in the town. 
No remains of it are now seen. 

1 8. Site of sawmill. Built by Lieut. John Ellis and Abner Phillips before 
the devolution. It went to decay about 1790. About 1825 Luther Phillipii 
built a carding mill, or works, on this site. No remains ara now visible here 
except the mud-sill to the dam, at the lower edg^ of the bHdge which crosses 
Bear Hiver at this point. Before the Revolution 8amuei Elmer settled about 
100 rods ea«t of this point, on the north side of the road. 

1 !>. Site, on Bellows Hill, of the tirst church (Congregational), built tn 
the town. The frame was put up in 17G7, and the following vear it was taken 
down and re-erectcd, and the building completed in the cemetery on the Plain. 
(Marked 23 on the map.) 

20, Mill Hill. Purchased by Des. Dimick Ellis, about 1820, for a wood 
li>t and Hhocp p(u«tiiro. Tliu top of tliiR hill is about 1,700 feet above the sea. 

121. Oray Brutburs' house. About 18SU the llrays— two brothers — 
erected the largest and finest bam in the town, if not in the county. It is two 
stories hii^h above the basement, and furnished M'ith every convenience. The 
following year they erected an elegant and costly house on this farm, a few 
rods south of the barn. 

:22. Old Mill on Pond Brook. Erected by the Proprietors about 174.1. 
After this went to decay another was bnilt, which also disappeared many 
years a^o, about 1831. 

23. Cemetery, where stood the Congregational Church after its removal 
from Bellows Hill, in 176S. This is tho principal cemetery in the town, and 
has many beautiful monuments in it. 

24. Kesidence of Henry S. Ranney, Esq., town clerk for the past forty 
years. This is also the site of the ancient tavern of John Williams, built in 
1792, by Zecliariah Field. It is one of the finest locations on the Plain, or 
Ashtield village. 

24^. Residence and farm of Krederiok G. Howes, Esq., an enterprising 
citizen of Ashtield. 

2«. Site of Philip Phillii»s, Esq.'s house. He was a son of Thomss Phil- 
lips, the second settler in the town, and was a very intelligent and iiiliucntial 
man. He had thirteen children— eleven of whom were tons, each one over six 
feet trtll. l«:«4]uire Philli])s was an officer iu the French and Indian war of 
1700. He formed his sons into a company and took gr«)at prido in exhibiting 
them at military trainings. 

27. Residence of Mr. Samuel A. Hall. Previous to 1800 this house 
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8toocl about 20 rodi louth of I, and u-at occupied by David, Bon of John 
Belding. 

28. Site of a house on Bellows Hilj, where Philip Pbillipe, I'lsq., once 
lived. Samuel Annable xdso lived there for a time. This is near the south- 
west corner of lot or J light No. 1. The old cellar- hole is yet visible. 

• 21i. Site of Ueber's cabin, on the west side of Bellows Mill, lleber was 
a black man, said to have been brought a slave from Africa. JIc came to 
Ashliold with the rhillipees, from Easton, or the eastern part of t!ic State. 
Lot or liight Xo. 1, where his cabin was built, was taken by him from the 
orij^inal Proprietors. JLots 2, 3 and 4 were on the west from this lot. Lots 
7, S and 9 were on the east side of lot No. 1. That Heber was an houcHt and , 
respectetl man is evident from the early records of the town, where ho is men- 
tioned in several places, when taxes were assessed to him, as "I-fcbur honest- 
man," a compliment which an^' person might be proud of. 

:UK Site of the KIlis and Phillips Fort. (See pages 2S0 and :{2().) 
3 1 • Site of housti of Mr. Sears. This is the place to which Hcv. Mr. 
Shepard referred as being near the fort. (See page 2i>0). 

32. Site of residence of Thomas Phillips, Sr., brother of Tichard Kills' 
wife. Jle was the second settler in the town. There is a tradition that his 
first house was about SO ro<ls south of 32, near the point marked 0, and a few 
rods nortlic.isterly from the fort, where there is yet to be seen a cellar hole. 
Nearly oppoMite (32) lived Thomas Phillips Jr., and after him his son, Kusnell 
Phillips*, who married Rboda, eldest daughter of llannali Ellis Williams (sue 
Ijage 101). All of their children were born on this place. 

33. Burying Ground at Baptist Corner. 

3-t, KirMt M\c of thu lliiptinl (Mmrch, built about I77r>. 

35. Second site of the liaptist Church, about sixty rods cast of the Cor- 
ner. This church was built about 1830. A school house now stands there. 
In early times Israel Standish lived about GO rods east of No. 35. 

3(K House where John Sadler, an early settler, livetl. 

37. The farm where George Itanney settleil, in 17S0, and where he raised 
a large family. His son, George Banney, Jr., and Henry S. Banney, Ksi|., 
son of the latter, were bom and reared on this farm. 

38« Site of Capt. Samnol Bartlett's house, where the nine tories were 
confined, in August, 1777. This site should l)o marked about GO rods nearer 
the Plain on the discontinaed road. There is yet to be seen a cellar- hole at 
the site. 

30. Seth Wait's tavern in 17S3; now the Episcopal parsonage. 

40* Cai>t. Moses Fuller's tavern in 17G7. Moses Cook has built and 
now lives on this site. 

41 . Timothy Perkins* tavern in 1778. Tlie Ashticld House, now kept b^' 
Lewis Porter, Es()., is on or near this site. 

42. Chileab Smith, Jr.'s. tavern in 178G. 

43. .lonathan Yeoman's house, 17G7. 

44. i'eters Hill, or Mountain, is abont one- half mile west from this point. 
It is the highest elevation in Ashfield, being, according to U. 8. survey, 1. 800 
feet alM>vu the sea and GOO feet alktve the PLiin, or AshlioM village. It i« now 
cleared of trees and affords some pasturage, and also grows the rinest and largest 
wintergreen berries the writer has ever seen. The writer was misinfoimed, 
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on \K\^Q 27(>, al)out lion. J. K, I^wcU'a having puruhaectl a lito on thia moun* 
tain for a niimmer reaidcnco. 

45. liiilgc }IilJ, a mountain in the north part of tho town. 

40. Dea. David Lyon's residence, being the saine where his father, Aaron 
Lyon, settled as early as 1705. 

M.\i{V I <von's birthplace was al^ut one mile north front her uncle, Dea. 
David Lyoit'd. (Sc'u pn^u *J.'iS). 

47* That part of (irent J*oiid where Dea. David Lyon and four others 
were drowned in 1827. (Set pai;e 21)5). 

48* Site of residence of Dea. S.iauiel Washburn in 1704, and of his son, 
.Samuel, Jr. David Ellis, Sr.'s wife, Sarah Washburn, was reared on this 
place. (See page SS.) John Pfersich now lives hero. 

4!>» Site of Cap t. licnjamiu rhillips' house in 1705. Capt. Phillips was 
the lirnt town clerk of Ashtield, on its i:icori»oration. ^'ho old cellar-hole is 
yet to )>e scon a few rods south of the ligurcs 4t). / 

50. The site of the resilience where Elder Kbenexer Smith lived is about 
80 rods north of this point (See pa;;e 71). His younger brother. Elder Enos 
Smith, also lived on this place or very near it. From Ko. 50 north to tlie 
Buckland town line is about one<ha1f mile. 

5 1 . Where Wuv, Thos. Shciiard lived in 18*20, while pastor of the Congre- 
gational Church. See his Sketches of Ashfield, pages 275 to 2117. Itefore Mr. 
Shupanl settled in Ashlield he was a niission.iry and teacher in CSeorgia. After 
leaving Ashfield, in l&iS, he was agent of the American Bible Society alxiut 
two years, when he wan installed as pasitor in Bristol, K. 1., in 18.35, where he 
remained in active and succeasful s( rvice until hia death, about 1875. This 
house is now the summer residence of Prof. C. E. Norton, of Cambridge. 

52. Site of Dr. Phineaa Bartlett's residence in 17G5. Dr. Bartlett was a 
physician in Ashtield over 40 years. At his death, it is said, there was the 
largest attendance at the funeral ever known in the town. He was a great 
]>atriot in Revolutionary times. One of the seven tones whom he voted to 
confine in 1777 was a near relative of his. lu 1702 Dr. B. built and lived in 
the house marked 51. 

5t{. Ilcsidence of Rev. Nehemiah Porter in 1774. This spot is 100 rods 
Houtliwcst of where Dr. Bartlett lived. 

54. Center Cemetery, in the geographical ecnter of the town. In 1812 
the Cungccgational i'liurch was erected on this ground, the (dd church in the 
cemetery (at 2H) having gone to disuse. About the year 1855 there was a 
division in the church, and a part of the congregation ereeted a new church 
building at the Plain, on the north side of tho main street, the two societies of 
this church have united, and in 1857 mo7ed the church building from the 
Center (cemetery to the south side of the main street tm tho Plain. This is a 
large and commodious building and is now the Town ilall, 

n.*!. Sawmill on White Brook, built about 1828 by Dimick Ellis, Ashcr 
liclding and Phiueas Flower. Water to run it was brought from Bear River, 
in a race across the flat, shown by the dotted line. This went to decay and 
diaa]»peared twenty years later. 

50. Site where Israel Phillips lived in 1/95. 

57* Location where Dea. John Bement lived in 1759. On this place . 
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were raiiMNl .Iml^u LifOtiard ftnd Kdiiiiinil liAmout, wlio livocl in («raii(l HapiilM, 
Mick., ill 1S(»0. 

C8« iSito wlioro IXmi. Iwiac Shcpard lived in 1764. ilia daughter Jemima 
was the wife of Aaron Lyon, Jr., and mother of Mury Lyon. 

O0« New lunimer house of Mrs. John W. Field, of Philadcl]»liia. 

Gl. Site of a Baptist church, built in 1870. 

iV2. KiiiMitfipnl church, liuilt in IS*J7. 

0*{. Silo of .old houHu where lived Thonuui White, Ks(|., in 171M; father 
of C:ipt. Thoinas White, who lived in (trand Haven and iirand Kapitis, Mich., 
from ahout lS.'tl> to 1880. Jlis sister Amanda, who married Uev. Wm. M. 
Ferry, was l>orn in this bouse. Mr. and Mrs. Kerry wero Congregational 
missionaries among the Indians of Maukinaw and Craiid Haven, Mich., in 
early times. They were the {parents of Hon. Thomas White Ferry, V, S. sen- 
.*itor from Michii^an many years, and Vice-President pro tern, previous to the 
inauguration of Hayes anil Wheeler in 1877. The old house was burned in 
February, 18:20, and rebuilt in the same year. It is directly oppoHite the 
town hall, and is now owned by Mrs. Anuuida Ferry Hall, a granddaughter 
of the original owner. 

04. Site of residence of Levi Cook, Ksq., an early resident of Ashfield. 
It is now the summer residence of }Ton. George AVilliam Curtis, of Xew York 
city. 

05. Town Hall, and Soldiers* Monument and Fountain nearly in front 
of it. 

OO* Kesidcnee of Hon. Knon Smith, M. D., in 17Utt. Present .residence 
of Lomuel Cross, ICstj. 

07. House where James llaimcy, JCsq., eldest son of At^^^ lived from 
about 18*J5 to 18G0. 



RROARDINO •« ANGELS' VISITS "-NOTE TO PAGKS 80 AND 00. 

By request the following comments on the "Angels' visits," mentioned 
on pages Sil and IK), are given by Kev. A. F. Frost, pastor of the New Jerusalem 
Church, Detroit, Mich.: 

'J*ho statements made about the visits of angels to certain members of the 
Kllis family seem to be well authenticated and are of an cxeeeilingly interest- 
ing nature. 'JMiat such visits arc not only jiossible, but to those in their 
sitnation^cut oil', as they were, from all other means of knowing of the exist- 
of a («od and a life after death^t would appear as if the visits were wholly 
providential. AH who read and believe in the Bible as a Divine revelation 
will not be slow to believe in the possibility or usefulness of such visititions, 
since the Hible in full of accounts of the ]HK>ple of all ages who have seen, 
heard and conversed with angels. Swedenborg, from actual exjieriences in 
the same direction, has very clearly explained what is said in the Bible about 
Kuch visits, and the purpose of them. In his work entitled *' I* he Aporatifpue 
Revealed" which is an explanation of the book of Kevelation, commenting on 
the words: " I was in the spirit on the Ixinl's Day'* (llev. i. 10), Sweilenborg 
says: " This signifies the spiritual state in which John was M'hen he was in 
vltioM, Concerning the prophets, it is written that they were in the spirit or in 
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vision; also, that the Word came to them from the Lord. When they were 
in the spirit or vision they saw with their spiritual eyes but not with their 
natural eyes. They were not in the body, but in their spirit, in which state 
they saw such things as are in heaven. In the state of vision the eyes of their 
spirit were opened, and the eyes of their body shut; and then they heard what 
the angels spake, or what the Lord spake by the angels, and also saw the things 
which were represented to them in heaven; and then they sometimes seemed 
to themselves to bo carried from one place to another, the body still remaining 
in its place. In this state was John when he wrote the Apocalypse; and 
sometimes, also Kzekiel, Zcchariah and Daniel; and then it is sikid that they were 
in vision, or in the spirit. Kzekiel says: "The spirit took me up and brouj^ht 
mc in a vision by the Spirit of God into Chaldca; so the vision that I had seen 
went up from me*' — xi. 1, 2, 4. It is also said that the spirit took him up, 
and that he heard liehind him a voice of a great rushing, and other things — iii. 
12, 24; also, that the spirit lifted him up between the i^arth and heaven and 
brought him, in the visions of God, to Jerusalem^ viii. 3. The same was the 
case with Zechariau, with whom there was an angel at the time when he saw 
a man riding among the ro3'rtle trees— i. S; when he saw a man in whoso 
hand was a measuring lino— ii. 1. 5; when he saw Joshua the High Priest— iii. 
1; when he saw the candlestick and the two olive trees— iv. 1. In a similar 
state was Daniel, when he saw four beasts coming up out of the sea— vii. 1;. 
when he saw the battle of the ram and the ho goat— viii. 1,. which things he 
says he saw in visions. It was the same with John, as when he saw the Son 
of Man in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks, when bo saw a throne, 
a 1>c)f»k sualcd with seven seals, four hoi-ses coming out of the liook, when he 
liuanl the suven anguls sound with the seven trutti|H)t)«, ulicn he Haw tlio dragon, 
the two beasts, the great whore, the white home, the now boaven and the new 
earth, and the New Jerusalem. All these things he says he saw in the spirit 
and in vision — i. 10; iv, 2; ix. 17. It appears, evidently, from these examples, 
that to be in the spirit is to be in vision; which is effected by the opening of 
the sight of a man's spirit, when the things in the spiritual world appear as 
clearly as the things in the natural world appear to bodily sight. I can testify 
that it is so from many yean' experience. In this state the disciples were 
when they saw the Lord after his resurrection, wherefore it is said that their 
eyes were opened — Luke xxiv. 30, 31. Abraham was in a similar state when 
he saw the three augels and talked with them. So were Hagar, Gideon, 
Joshua and others, when they saw angels. In liko manner the lad with Kli- 
sha, when he saw the chariots of tire and horses about Elisha; for Elisha prayeil 
and s.iid: '* Lord, I pray thee, open his eyes, that he may see; and the Lonl 
opened the eyes of the young man, and he saw "-*-2 Kings, vi. 17. 

This will easily explain the process of all genuine visions, where persons 
have seen, heard and talked with angels. Every man, as to his interiors, is a 
spirit, and is surrounded by and in association with spirits and angels in the 
Hpiritual world, although not ordinarily conscious of it. The spirit of man has 
eyes, cars, tongue, hands, feet, and all the other organs uf the human frame, 
sincu the u\*\rii is in a substantial human form. The eyes and ears of the spirit 
may be o)H:ned by the IjotxX whenever Jio sees that it is for some i;o<Nt and 
useful ]mrpose. This frequently happens with those who are dying. They 
see those in tho spiritual world with the eyes of the spirit, and are filled with 
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rapturu at the ihongkt of toon joining thorn. The organs of the apirit of man 
are in a perfect state, however imperfect or deformed are the organs of the 
body. On their entrance into the spiritual world, thoae who hail been blind, 
deaf, dumb or lame here, would at once see, hear, speak and walk. And if 
the spirit of those deaf and dumb should be opened while they were living in 
the iKxly, Uiey could perfectly hear and sjieak the language of t)ie spiritual 
world, which is a universal lan^age, is interiorly impressed upon the spirit of 
everyone; and hence all understand all in the other life, whatever may have 
been their nationality or language in this world. It is perfectly reasonable to 
believe that the deaf and dumb persons of the Ellis family saw, heard and 
talked with the angels; and that deaf and dumb persons could speak with each 
other, provided both wore in the spirit at tbe same time. The disciples talked 
with the Lord, and He with them, after the resurrection, when the Lord was 
in the spiritual world, and the interiors of the disciples must have 1>cen opened; 
for, otherwise, they could not have done tliis. Also in the mount of transfig- 
uration, when l*eter, James and John were in vision and saw the Lord in glory, 
they also saw und heard and spake with Moses and Elias, and likewise talked 
with each other. This would be just as perfectly the case with |>ersons who 
were deaf, blind and dumb as to the body, siqce an impaired condition of the 
bodily senses does not extend to the spirit of man at all. As there was no 
sign language, or other means of instruction for the deaf and dumb, in the days 
when these members of the Ellis family lived, there was no other way for 
them to know anything about God, religion and the life after death, than by 
some SDch direct communication with angels as it is related took place. The 
Lord gavo them those opportunities, which are denied men onliiiarily, iMtcauso 
nitnit nioii can read tliu Hi bio and hoar pruiichiog and by Uivse means Icaru 
Kpiritual truth. That Jonathan Ellis had both his speech and hearing when 
under angelic inlluence is easily explained, therefore, since both the tongue 
and ears would be controlled from an internal induenco and power, and not by 
an external power, as is ordinarily the case. The angel that stood in the way 
of Balaam caused it to appear tliat even the dumb ass spake. This was only 
the appearance, however, as the angel himself, and not the ats, spake; but 
Balaam was so obstinate that he oonld not listen to the angel; he could be 
brought to consider his situation only when startled by the remarkable 
appearance that he was being reproved by his ass. Although at times, 
and for special reasons, men may see and speak with angels, yet the orderly 
way of receiving instruction in spiritual truth is by means of the Scriptures. 
It is dis«>rderly, dangerous, and forbidden us in the Bible, to seek intercourse 
with the inhabitants of the spiritual world, or to come into communication with 
the dead. Under no circumstances of our seeking will any good spirit or angcl 
api>ear to us. The spirits that operate by speaking, writing or other manifesta- 
tions through modem mediums, are always evil spirits, of a low and sensual 
nature, who deceive and flatter, and lead men away from the Lord, lieavcn, 
the church and the Bible. As in the case of the members of the Ellis family 
there was no cHbrt on their part to pry into spiritual mysteries, but a real 
need because of their inability to speak or hear, that they should k-arn al>out 
< 1*0(1, religion and the future outside of the ordinary m»uus, it is reasonable to 
believe that what ik related of their angelio visitants is true. 
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ItlCIKK ACCOUNT OV Till-: I.IFK AND TltlAT^^ OF Kf.DKH KIIENKXKIt 
SMITII. OP ASIIFIUI.D, B(A.S8.->AVK1TTKN IIY HIMSELF. 

I KldiT Smith yviin a son in-law of liiclianl Kllin, of Aalifidil. For an 
account of liitn sec page 71. The manuscript from wbicli tlie following 
article is printed was sent the writer by Dr. A. P. Philli|is, of Freilonia, X. V., 
u'lioHo wifu is a >;rcAt grnntKlnti alitor of KMcr Smith. Sco pago !KS.] 

*'Coiiitt and near, all ye thnt fear (iml, ami 1 will declnru wbal llv hmli dene for my 

NOIll." 

"Oiiu i;ciicniilon tlinil pmliiu Thy works lu iiuotlior,and almlldoclaruTlijr niifhty lu-ift.'* 

I David. 

Having been requested to write some of the experienced I have met with 
in my life, 1 did not conclude to do it until I received a letter from a much 
esteemed friend in which was the following: " I reail your letter at the meeting 
of our Missionary Board, and the nienibem expressed a wish that you would 
commit to writing the most remarkable circumstances of your life, and the 
observations you have made from time to time relative to the cause and church 
of Christ. You have outlived most of your cotemporaries; of course, you have 
more ex(>erioncu of tliowaysof Clod than many of your junior brethren; yon 
have also experienced many trials which most of us have been exempted from. 
1 hojje, dear sir, while your health and powers of mind hold out, you will 
devote a little of your precious time to this labor of love, for the good of the 
cause and for the benefit of »hose who may follow after you." 

Ui)on receiving this letter 1 thought it my duty to enter upon the work, 
concerning which, I would observe t^at I am now almost eighty -six years old, 
and I have nothing to write from but my memory, but I shall be careful not to 
write anything but what I am sure is the truth. Perhaps, in writing what 
was said many years ago, I shall not always use the same words, but I shall be 
very careful to give the true sense. — Stockton, Chautauqua Co., N. Y., Aug. 
29, 18W. 

1 was bom in South Hadley, Mass.» October 4, 1734. There was but very 
little schooling for anyone in my young days. I went to a woman's school a 
little while and learned to read, and afterwards to a man's school and learned 
to write, which was all the teaching I had except what I received at my 
father's house. I could read pretty well, could write so aa it might be read, 
and had a knowledge of arithmetic sufficient for the business of a common 
farmer, but never saw a grammar till I bought one for my own children. 

In my seventeenth year my father removed to Ashfield. There were but 
t%'0 families in the to¥m before him. I had serious impressions on my mind 
when very young and, by turns, throughout my youthful days; at times would 
be light and merry with my mates, but never went to what was then called a 
frolie. After we removed to AshOeld [then Huntstown] my father proposed 
to the neighbors to meet together on the Sabbath for religious worship; they 
assented, and my father took the lead in the worship. 1 was under deep con- 
cern of mind until in the month of March, 1753 (I do not remember the day 
of the mouth, but lite place where and the time of the day— between sundown 
and dark), as I was looking to Ood alone, as a poor, guilty sinner, I m'ss 
enabled to give myself into the hands of a just God, and a peace and joy fol- 
lowed which I never knew before. 
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I cannot tell of such vicwH of tho llanies of lioll, and of ChriHt hanj;ing on 
tbe cinsa as I bavo Iicartl othera relate, but my vntUmtandififf was lud to sue 
the liolini*iu of Ctod*! law and my utter inability to do anything to recommend 
myiiclf to Ifini; and 1 also law the infinite fullnosi of the Sa\'ior*i merits — 
that pardon could l>c had through His atoning blood, and juntilication throuj^li 
His s^wtlcss righteousness. And this in all my ho|)c; wluitovur houDincM of inn 
.*il l.tMt, 1 t:iin only pluiul: 'MhmI 1ni nioreifnl to mo, a Minnor;'* and I }»vliuvc it 
M-ill he inliniloly Mafu to ho in this way. 

I now liegan, an opiiortiiiiity olVuro«l, to si>eak of tho things of (Sod. Jn 
the course of the summer my mind was led to particular texts of Scripture 
that would open to my view. This one often came to mind: "As every man 
bath received the gift, so let him minister the same;" but I am but a child; how 
can I s|>eak to those who are so much older than I ? To this self-ciuestioning 
tho answer would return: "As every man hath received tho gift," followed hy 
" U), 1 am with you.'* So 1 labored along under these trials until November. 
On the 20th day of that month 1 was called upon in such a manner that I 
could no longer refrain, and attempted to preach unto the people. From that 
day to this^sixty-seven years next November— >1 have endeavored to improve 
and to speak forth thu truth according to my ability. 1 must new begin to 
relate some of the trials in my exi>erienee. 

The next summer after this beginning I was requested to go and preach 
in another town. A great number assemble<l to hear; the minister of the 
town, and another scholarly man who had just begun to preaeh, were present, 
and they both remained seated during prayer. The minister several times 
interrupted my discourse, but the rest of the people behaved orderly. After 
the meeting the minister asked mo what a butler was. I answered: a " cup* 
bearer.'* He said I used the word ** butler" instead of " buckler," in my dis- 
course. I cannot say but I might have made such a slip, and a few years after- 
wanls my utterance at the time allnded to was ridiculed in the public prints 
by him. A further example of the minister's treatment of me i^'as as follows: 
In praying for the ministers of Christ I used these words: " That they may 
stand in their lot." In his talk after the meeting he asked: " In what lot 
must ministers stand in — home lot or second division lot? " His whole con- 
duct was in this line of mockery. I have ever been grateful that through the 
goodness of God I was enabled — yonng as I was, and among strangers— to go 
through with my discourse. 

Soon after this the war of 175G broke o«t, and for two summers we were 
forced to leave town from fear of the Indians. I was called to go into 
the army for about throe months, and then we built a fort [at Ashlicld or Hunts- 
town] and had some men sent to f^anl us. So we lived in the fort in the 
summer for three summers, and in onr own houses in the winter. We were 
in a broken situation at that time, but I stiU continned to preach, when there 
was time for it. 

I was brought np to believe that sprinkling infants was baptism, and 
never had much thought but such was right, until I was married and had a 
child of my own, Uien 1 thought more about it. I had never seen a liaptist 
nor a Baptist's writings. I heard there were Baptists, but they were spoken 
of as a deluded people, and my further inquiries about theordinance of baptism 
led ma to conclude that the subject was left in the dark— there was nothing 
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certain about it, and I might accept what my father hod done for me, and let 
that ;;o for my baptism; but I could not get my own children baptised. O 
what blindness ! - — ^ 

In April, 17<>1, a Ba])tist elder came into town on busineu. Inviting him 
to my house, I desired him to tell mc how ho came to bo a Baptist, and J found 
tliat /i** w:is settled and unshaken in regard to that ordinance, whereas I had 
thought that iiohodtf could be certain whether he was right or not. After dis- 
covering that one could be established in regard to that ordinance, I came to 
the doteruiioation to search carefully at once as to what was right, and I can 
truly say that I could not Hnd, then nor since, that I had the least choice but 
to accept Uie tnit?i; and this Scripture came to me «dth great solemnity: ** Let 
(vod be true, and every man a liar." I went to my Bible; I read no other 
book; I said nothing to any man till I hod become settled beyond doubt, that 
l>clievcrs in Christ, and none other, had any right to that ordinance; and that 
to be buried in the water, and raised out oc it, in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, is the only Gospel baptism. 

And now I was brought to see the reason why I m'os so long in tlie dark 
about that ordinance. It was because I let the traditions of men be of wcigut 
in the balance with the word of God. And 1 am persuaded that every true 
believer in Christ that reads the Bible, if he has but a single eye, will let that 
doctrine of Antichrist— that sprinkling infants is baptism — go, and embrace 
the pure ordinance of Christ; delivered to the saints; for Christ saith: ''If 
thine eye be single, thy whole body shall be full of light;" and He will fulfill 
His word. 

Making my mind known to tuy friends I found some who had a desire to 
be baptisetl; and I knew of but ono elder on earth that wo could apply to, 
and he was sixty miles away; but I went to htm with my errand, and he 
came, with one of his brethren, and baptised seven one day, and one the 
next day; and there was one of that elder*s members who had moved into the 
town a little before; he joined us, making our number nine. We formed a 
church, the elder gave us the right hand of fellowship, and administered the 
Lord's supper. 

It mode a great tumult among the people. Such a thing was never heard 
of in that part of the country before. All manner of evil was said about us; 
and we a feeble band and no friends near us. But he that is a sanctuary 
to His people through His grace we were enabled to keep our ground, and 
the church gave me a call to lie ordained and to become their pastor. AVc 
sent to the same elder (CO miles), and to another elder (tK) miles), and to a 
church that had no elder (IK) miles), they came, and I was ordained August 
20, 17C1. 

From this time the Lord carried on His work, and additions were made 
to the church. One thing that took place a few months after my ordination 1 
will mention, as perhaps it may do good: There oame a young man from a 
distance of ninety miles, in order to bo baptised. Ho wont to meeting with 
n)c, but when it came time for him to tell his experience he was so dark in his 
mind that he could not do it. 1 pitied the young man, and took him with me 
to my house. After some uouversation, J tultl thu young unin that I luniUl tull 
what the difficulty was with him that kept him so in the dark: ^'ou live near 
one of the elders that attended my ordination; some of his church livo in the 
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same town with you, and yon could not bear to take up the cross or bo bap- 
tised amonK your old acquaintances, so you come up here into the woods to be 
baptised and shun the cross. He freely confessed that to be the very reason 
of his coming, and ho soon had such liisht and comfort in his soul that he «1c- 
cidcd to ruturn homo and bu baptistnl among his own iieoplo. 'J*hu next I 
heard of him he Mas bajitiscd and preaching the Gospel, and became a worthy 
minister of Chridt. 

If we mean to be Christ's friends wo must deny ourselves and take up the 
<cro8s. 

When 1 was ordained above half the people that were then in the town 
were agreed in it and attended my ministry ; but, the war being over, the Pedo- 
baptists [l>clievers in infant baptism] came into the town, and in 17i>3 they 
settled a minister. There were 300 acres of land for the first minister who 
settled in the town. They took all that and did not let me have one foot of it. 
There were 300 more, the use of which was for the sup^Kirt of the minister, 
which was rented out to the. utter exclusion of the I>aptiBts. The (leneral 
Court made a law that all the land in town might be ta.xed to jtay the Pedo- 
baptist minister and build their meeting' house; end if any did not pay, the 
land could be sold to obtain the tax. We .sent a petition to the Court for 
relief, and, not being heard, we all agreed that we would not pay the tax, let 
M'hat would come of it. In the mouth of ApriU 1770 they came forward with a 
tax of .1*507 for their minister and meeting-house, and began selling our lands. 
They sold about 4C0 acres in all— tea aeres of my home lot, that were worth 
ten dollars an acre. The man came with a surveyor and a band of men, to 
measure it ofl*. My little son, about four years old, came crying to mo, say- 
ing; : ** Father, has the man come to take away our land?" 1 saw the man 
next day, who told me to go and put up half the fence between us and he 
would put up the other half. I replied: no, there should be no fence put 
there; if he had a mind to sue me for the land I would stand trial, and see who 
had the best right to it ; but come on it he should not — and I have never seen 
his face since. To be short about the matter, I went five times to Boston to 
try to get that law repealed, bnt failed in my errand. Other trials of those try- 
ing days are worth mention : One day, when Col. Dexter and some other mem- 
bcrs of the Court desired to see my ordination, the rcconl was shown him; ho 
read it over and said: '* This looks like an ordination ' according to the i>attem 
shown in the mount.* ** 

i^nce, when the matter was being debated in Court, Col. i^owers said he 
would " not call it highway robbery, but if such things were done on the high 
seas, he would coll it piracy." 

One morning X went to see CoL Tyler. He was unable to ko to the Court 
that day, but he wrote a letter for me to carry to Dexter, to have him help 
me, and in the letter he said: "They are devilishly oppressed." 

Discoursing with a number of the Court one day, one of them said: "Sup- 
pose eight or ten liaptists ;;o into a new town and settle a minister, and then 
the other order are not able to settle a minister without the Baptists* help, 
must tlioy do without a minister because there arc eight or ton Baptiiils there?" 
1 replied: ** Tho i.'uurt alliiws sixty proprietors to every now town. Now ten 
Baptists go in and settle a minister, and the fifty cannot settle their minister 
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without the ten support their own minister and help the fifty support theirs, 
too. Do look at it!" 

AVhilo these things were goin^; on thcro appeared an article in public print, 
said to have come from a minister residing near Ashfield, in whiph the writer 
says: " It is a common observation that the Haptints in Ashfield will not stick 
at any falsvhooil, to serve their purposes;" and to prove his charge, he says 
that we say in our petition to the Court: " there are £507 pounds raised for tlie 
minister and the meeting house, M'hereas .€100 were for highways." A heavy 
charge; to come from a minister, too, and from one that lived near us. I 
thought it time to appear in my own and my brethren's defence. I sent to 
the Clerk and got a copy of the vote for raising money, and went right down 
to Boston and put an answer into the same paper, just four weeks after the 
other article ap^Nsared. 

I said, in my answer: ''We did in our petition say that the sum of 1'«j07 
was raised for the minister and meeting-house; then, he adds that ' i'lOO was 
for highways,' which is a notorious falsehood. That i'lOO M'as raised for high- 
ways I well knew, but it was no ])art of the JL'507 for the minister and meeting- 
house; and, to satisfy the public, here follows a copy of the votes, atteste<l by 
the clerk, that said £507 are for the minister and meeting-house and £100 for 
highways." I heard no more of that charge. 

The last time that I went down to the Court at Boston, one of the men 
who sold our land also went down to meet me there. The Court chose a com- 
mittee of five men, with Col. Brattle as their chairman. AVe pleaded our 
cause before them and left it for them to make their report. Col. Bowers told 
me that his airairs were such that he thought ho must go home. I desired he 
M'ould stay till the committee reported. He replied that if his going would be 
any damage to me, he would stay if it coat him £100. Accordingly he did 
stay. I cannot tell the very words of the report, but the substance of it was, 
that in the sale of our lands there was nothing unjust, but all was right and 
we had suffered no wrong; and, notwithstanding all my friends could say, the 
Court accepted the report. Thus were we left by an act of the Government 
in the hands of our neighbors, who might tax and sell just as much of our land 
as they ]>leased. This looked like a dark day, bnt I had this for my support, 
that there is a ' God in heaven that governed the affairs of men. ' 

By the help of some friends the matter was sent over to the King. This 
was in April. The King's order came the same year, in October. I suppose 
there were but three men in the country who knew it had gone to the King, till 
his order came» by which order he overthrew the tale nnder our law, and put 
a stop to their taxing us any more. This was " good news from a far country, ' 
and rejoiced the hearts of my afflicted brethren. 

Perhaps the reader will ask how I was exercised in mind by the trying 
circumstances of these times. I can say that I viewed them to be of the prov- 
idenee of God— that He east my lot where it was, and that it was the cause of 
truth that I was callad upon, according to my ability, to defend; and being in 
the path of duty I had God to go to; and, having His fear before my eyes, 
creatures vanished from sight; that I felt under obligations to speak my mind 
plainly, before high and low. At that time there was much said about liberty, 
and the people in this land was complaining of Britain's oppression. One day» 
when I was discoursing with a number of the members of the Court, they 



Digitized by 



Google 



343 

plcailocl for their right to tax the Baptista, and thAt they could not Hupport 
their mtniatera without the Baptiata' help. I say the truth — I lie not; my 
spirit waa stirred within me; not with anger, hut with an ahhoreuco of such 
tyranny; and with a zeal for the cauae of truth, and to defend my oppressed, 
hrcthrea, 1 told them they were calling themselves the eons of liberty xuid were 
erecting tlieir liberty poles about the country, but they did not doacrve the 
name, for it was evident all they wanted was liberty from oppression that they 
might have liberty to oppress ! 

I was told that the man M'ho went down to meet me before the Court said 
to his ncigh1>ors, after he came home, that *' Klder Smith would sjicak the 
truth, let the conactjaences be what they would." 

In those days of trial 1 received many favors from my brethren in ami 
about liciflton, which I have not forgotten. But they arc now mostly all, if 
not all, gone home to glory, I trust; while 1, ]ioor and unworthy, yet ctuitinue ; 
in this vale of tears. O that I may l)e enabled to be faithful unto death. But ' 
to return to my narrative: j 

Tlie brethren in Newport sent a request to me to come and see them; and 
a little after the King's onler came into the town, and we had gainc<1 my 
brethren's liberty, 1 went to see them. 

As I was on my way home I met one of my acquaintances, in a town where 
I intendetl to tarry over the Sabbath, and he told me that since 1 had left 
home they had sent out a warrant to take me for counterfeiting money. I told 
him I never was afraid to travel the King's highway, and I should not turn out 
for that noise. He said they would take me as soon as I got home, or before. 
I went on to where I intundoil to put up. When my friend saw me come in, 
he aaid: *' Are you here? I just now heard that you were in SpringKeld jail 
for counterfeiting money!*' 1 told him it was not worth while fur me to say 
anything about it, for people would reply that if I would counterfeit money I 
would deny it; but you know that I am not in Springfield jail, because you see 
me hero. 

He sent out to let the people know that I was come. I did not see but 
there came as many to hear me preach as ever before when I had been there. 
As I went on my way homo there was a great stir about the affair, but I got 
home the day I meant to, and they never showed me the warrant. May God 
have the glory. 

[It is astonishing to what indignities the Baptists were subjected during 
tliese times, es^ieciaDy Mr. Chileab Smith, Sr., the father of Elder Ebenezcr 
Smith. Mr. Smith was the third settler in Ash Held, and was the most noted 
resident of the town for thirty years or more. He was an ardent Baptist, and 
was ordained into the ministry when 80 years of age. He died in ISOO, in his 
93d year. In the year 1771, in the midst of the persecutions mentioned above, 
it was reported that he "had put off a bad dollar " upon a Mr. Pike, a resident; 
and although Mr. Pike said that ** there was no truth in the report,*' Mr. 
Smith was arrested and taken before the Judge of the Court at Hatfield, twenty 
miles away. Ten witnesses were summoned and no evidence was found against 
him, yet the Judge was very insulting, and held him to bail in a sum so large 
that he sup|>osed Mr. Smith could not procure it, and hence could be kept in 
jail a few months. The result was, as he himself stated, that *' he was greatly 
injured in his health and lost most of a winter's work." It turned out that 
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his arrest wa* mainly duo to the fact thftt smoke was seen, by jealous persotu, 
to issue from tbe chimney of bis sbop on Sundays, where he had built a fire to 
warm those who came to his house to attend meetings— Baptist meetings for 
several ytun being hold at his house. Previous to this, his orehard had been 
torn up and twenty acres of his best land sold, to jiay taxes to another minister 
and for building the meeting-house of another denomination. " His house was 
searched; and when he went abroad about his lawful business his track was pur- 
sued, to see if they could not find some evil thing done by him." His |>eople 
were taunted with the saying: " W'^hen the negroes get free, then the Baptists 
may,** &c. In all the trials to which these people were subjected they were 
fully vindicated; and the verdict, finally, of all who ever knew Chileab Smith, 
Sr., the champion of the Baptists, was: " that he was as honest a man as ever 
lived.*' He never wavered in his faith or purposes, and could have gone to the 
stake with as much heroism as any martyr of old. He was the human embodi- 
ment of that inspiration which at Baptist Corner gained for religious freedom 
one of the greatest victories in the world s history. Yet, for one of the present 
time who looks over these "rock-ribbed and sterile hills," now mosUy deserted, 
the wonder is, how these hardy pioneers gained a bodily subsistence, even. The 
name and fame of Cuiliab Smith, Sr., shoold be perpetuated forever among 
men, and a monument erected to his memory on the sanctified ground of Baptist 
Comer. Some future generation will do this. — It may be said that the odium 
which was sought to be cast upon tho Baptist people by other denominations 
continued for thirty years later, until the time when that great missionar>', 
Adouirara Judson, was sent out from Massachusr.tts to India in 1812 to con* 
vert the heathen. i)a his passage to that country he investigatc<l liaptist 
doctrines, ami soon after his arrival announced his convorsion thereto. I^his 
was the end of the persecution of the Baptists in this country, the humiliation 
of their opponents being complete. See page 324] 

And now they took another method to annoy me: They put me into the 
civil tax three years going; made up the tax and put the collection tliereof 
into the hands of three collectors. One of them called on me to pay. I told 
him 1 should not pay, and forbade his taking anything of mine; I agreed not to 
go out of his way, so that he might take me if he would, but meddle with my 
proiKTty he muHt not. Before he distrained on roe another Klder in the county 
was taxed in the same maimer, who sued the town for his riglit, in the Su- 
preme Court at Northampton, and gained his case. These three collectors 
were present at that trial, and never again called on me to pay the tax. 

Concerning this afioir I would make the following remark: The assessors 
who mode up the tax were under oath to proceed according to law. The law 
forbade taxing a minister of the Gospel, and the only way they could tax me 
M'ithout violating their oaths, as they thought, was by denying that I was a 
minister. Had I paid the tax when it was demanded I would seem thereby to 
have acknowledged that I was not a minister, and thus have brought reproach 
upon my calling, my jicople and the cause of Ciod. Tliesc considerations moved 
me to refuse to pay the tax; the money was only a trifle, but the honor of Cod 
rcquirecl that I should not wound His cause or give occasion to the adve:'8ary 
to rcjuico. I fully ox|xictod when 1 refused jiaynicnt that my pru]»crty wouKl . 
be levied VL\>on, and my escape from loss or annoyance was duo to the judgment 
of the court in tho case of tlio other elder. It appearetl to me a providence of 
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(■oil in my behalf that the cate wai tried jutt at this time, and that the three 
collectots should have been present at the trial and have been convinced that 
they had no ri;;ht to collect a tax from me. Sach things do not come by 
chance. To God be the glory ! 

But I turn to relate things of a different nature: Though our adversaries 
had lost the iiow^r to o]ipress us, they yet manifested their spite by all man- 
ner of reproaches and evil-speaking, and the ministers would try to prejudice 
the people against the Baptists. One instance I mention: A man belonging 
to the Pedobaptist Society desired me to go and preach at his house. I passed 
the house of the minister on tho way to my appointment, and the minister, 
seeing me, set out to follow me, keeping a distance behind, so as to avoid 
speaking with roe. He came into the house a little after my arrival and began 
to reprove the man for inviting me to preach at his house without leave from 
him. The minister displayed much heat of spirit, but T thought it prudent 
not to interfere between them, and sat silently by. When, however, the people 
had assembled, I spoke to the minister and told him the time for worship had 
arrived. He arose and said: ** If you will go on, I charge all my people not 
to stay to hear yon," and went out. As he was going these words came to my 
mind, which I repeated so that he might hear: 

' Whj should the nations angry be? 

Wbat Doiss Is tbii we hear? 
The Gospel takes sway their B<xbi» 

Aiul that they cannot bear." 

One man followed tho minister; all the rest remained throughout tho 
service. 

But «tcstts is King u|>on the holy hill of Zion, and notwithstanding all the 
rage of the devil and antichrist, He carried on His own work and the church 
increased; another charoh was formed in New Salem, and I was sent for to 
bsptize a number in Chesterfield— I suppose the first ever baptized in that 
town— and soon there M'ere enough to form a church. 1 was soon after called 
to baptise in Colerain, and a church was gathered there; another chnrch 
ormed in Montague ; another in Leyden; a second church was formedin Cole 
rain; another rose cp in Charlemont, and I had the happiness of assisting in 
ordaining elders in five of these churches. M'hat hath Goil wrought in my 
day ! Olory to His holy name ! 

When the Pedoliaptists fonnd they could not stop the work of iiod by 
oppression nor reproaches, they turned to flattering. " Come, let us all bo 
one; we allow yonr baptism to be good; we can commune with you, why will 
you not coiumnne witli us?" And a number of their ministers invited me into 
their pulpiu to preach for them on the Sabbath; and it so liappened that I 
went into my own county town, where I was bom and brought up— South 
Hadley— and their minister lieing away they requested me to preach for them. 
That was a good occasion for me to preach the Gospel of Christ to my kinsmen 
according to the flesh, and to those who had been my neighbors from my in* 
fancy. What will bo the fruit of that day*s labor I must leave till the Lord 
brings it to light 

In those times of llnttery there camo throe persons to me from a town 
adjoining, where they had no minister— men who had been acquaiutoil with 
iiie a unnilH*r of years and had often been to my nioctings— to see if 1 would 
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not go and be their town's mtnitter. They offered ne a good salary and con- 
tented to my baptizing in my own way all that ao desired; bot also to sprinkle 
infants for them who requested it, and so to commune with them. I suppose 
these men were really honest in their own minds, and thought that baptism 
was such a nonessential thing that we might compromise. I thought that if 
tlicy liatl over felt thu {lOWcr of that word: *' Tx)t Ood lie true, luid every man 
a liar,*' they would not have iiia«lo such a propoiial t<> me. I tiild tlicni 1 could 
not sell the truth. I pitied thcui, for tliuy wore uicn for whom 1 hail a hi^h 
regard, :uul tlicy api>carcd to be rtally grieved that 1 couhl not ^raut their 
ri:qucst. 

This brings me down to the year 1795. And now, to look back and see 
what the Lord has dooo iu thirty-four years, when m'o were but nine in num- 
ber, surrounded by enemies that would gladly have rooted us out of the world 
if they could, and the nearest of our Baptist brethren sixty miles from us, but 
now M'ith churches all around us, but a few miles away, and elders ordained 
with whom I could take sweet counsel; verily, it is all of the Lord, who hath 
said: "A little one shall become a thousand and a small one a strong nation; 
and the Ixird will hasten it in his time. " 

In this year 1 was called to part with the dear compsnion of my youth,, 
who had been a partner with me in many joys and sorrows, through more than 
thirty -seven years; and now, being left alone in the world, I took a journey 
into the new country, starting the first of November, and being absent six 
months, traveling and preaching in the new settlements where there were no 
churches nor ministers of any order. From the middle of ]>ecember to the 
middle of March I preached as many sermons as there were days, and was so 
favored, "through the good hand of my (Sod upon me," as never to have 
missed an appointment in all my journey, and I trust " my labor was not alto- 
gether in vain in the Lord." I reached home the last day in April. After a 
while, in 1796, I was married again, to one who was truly a helpmeet to me, 
with whom 1 lived over twelve years. In the year 179S, the church having 
another elder ordained, I requested a dismission, which the church granted in 
January, and thereafter I preached where Providence opened a door. There 
was a Church newly organized in a town then called Partridgefield, containing 
two parishes — the first is now called Pent, and the second Hinsdale; they will 
be called by these names in what I have further to say. The Baptists lived 
in both these towns. In June they sent two brethren to request me to come 
and see them. In response I preached to them and administered the Lord*s j 
supper. They were a church of eighteen members, and desired mo to visit | 
them again with a view of settling among them, and in the course of the sum- ' 
mcr I baptized a number thcre^one a man about 80 years old. Some of the 
townpcople had said they thought Elder Smith would not baptize children, 
but I baptized one child, though he was not so young bot that while he lived 
—which was a number of years — he was an honor to religion, and his wife as 
well, who had been baptized before. They brought forth fruit in old age, to 
show that *' the Lord is upright, and there is no unrighteonsness in Him." 

In November I removed into that town, joined the church and became 
their pastor. Here new trials awaited mb that I had not thought of. The 
people in Hinsdale were building a costly meeting-house, which was about half 
completed at the time of my settlement. They had sold the pews in advance^ 
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and were paying tbe coets of erection from the proceeds of these sales. Vexy* 
soon one of the building committee came to me saying many who had engaged 
pews had moved away without paying therefor and the cost of the building was 
to be met by a tax upon the town, and su^estcd that the Baptisu should thus 
help to build it and have the use of the hoiue part of the time. \Vc considcre«l 
the matter and rc)ilie<l that such mcaMurcs woultl not acuoiiiiiuxlalu us and wo 
durliiicd tii accvdc to tlivin; thuy might build and enjoy the full fruits of their 
wurk, which was the same privile^'O that wo asked for ourselves. 

Upon this they voted to lay a tax upon the town — Baptists and all — and 
made up the tax roll. To give an idea of the burden upon the Baptists it may 
1)f! mentioned that one poor man who had no land, but supported a large 
family by his daily labor and h.id only one cow, was taxed ten dollars in one 
tax, buMJdcs other small taxes; and others were taxed in like proportioL to their 
means. When the money was called for the General Court was sitting in Bos- 
ton; it was in the month of February, in the year ISOO. The brethren desired- 
mc to go down to Boston and see if I could get any help for them. Setting 
out on lliursday morning, when the weather was so cold that some travelers I 
met would not encounter it, I made thirty miles that day. The next day at 
about U o*clock it began to snow, and a northeast wind as severe as any I ever 
experienced blew directly in my face, yet I pursued my way for another thirty 
miles before putting up for the night. The third day I made six miles over an • 
unbeaten track before breakfasting. As the people began to break the road I 
M'ent on and passed out of the town of Worcester as the clock struck twelve. 
I rode until nine o'clock. The next morning I came to a gaide-1»6ard, a few- 
rods from where 1 had tarried for the night, which said: **liS miles to Worces- 
ter.** 1 write this that others may know what 1 have gone through to help 
my brethren when in distress. I went into Boston on Monday^ put in a peti* 
tion to the Court setting forth our distress and praj'ing for help, and they chose 
a committee of both houses to look into the affair. When they came to meet 
and consult upon the matter they said we were free by the law of the State, 
and there was no right to tax us, though they did not see as that Court could 
help us; our remedy for such oppression should be sought in the civil courts. 

1 became acquainted with a number of dear friends in Boston from whom 
I received no little kindness, for which I here record my thanks and wish tliem 
the best of Heaven's blessings. 

When I came home they began to seize my brethren's property and sell it 
at vendue. One man whom they carried to jail desired me to go with him,, 
and take advice of a lawyer, which I did. The advioe was to pay the tax and 
•ue for its recovery, as there would be no advantage in remaining in jail. I 
assisted that man in counting out upwards of sixty dollars for one tax, to en* 
able him to get out of jail. Then one of the brethren sued the town for his 
money. I was called upon to attend the court. As an incident I may relate 
that the lawyer for the town, durinic his plea began to disparage me. He had 
spoken but a few words in that vein before he was interrupted by the first 
judge of the court, who said: *' Gould (his name was Gould), yon had better 
let Klder Smith alone; he is a man of as good credit amone his own people as 
Dr. Stilman, of Boston. Don't let me hear you run on against Elder Smitk 
here." I could not but rejoice at the goodness of God, that He should move 
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the beart of such ft man, at such ft time, to defend mo from roproftch, for the 
court-bouiie was very full of people. 

The Court gave jud^cnt in favor of the Baptist, and the town appealed 
to the Superior Court. When it came to trial at that court the judges said the 
case had not been brought in the lower court according to the fonns of law, 
which ruling turned the case against the Baptist and involved him in $100 
costs. This was a distressing day for my poor brethren, left, as they were, in 
the hands of thvir oppressors by the highest tribunal of tlio State. 

At their desire 1 went down to Boston again, to soo if 1 could get any 
information as to how to proceed for relief. I found that by taking the matter 
up in my own name there was a prospect of gaining the case. When the town 
learned that I was going to take it up they oflbred to pay back half the tax, 
and the Baptist agreed to that and so settled tho matter; thus they got half 
the tax and $100 court charges of the liaptist, as unjustly as if by highway 
robbery; and this to build a house for tho worship of that <iod who says: " I 
hate robbery for burnt offering;" aye, by those who call themselves thechnreh 
of Him who said to His followers: " All things whatsoever ye would that men 
should do unto you, do ye oven so to them, for this is the law and the prophets. " 
' ' Bo astonished, ye Heavens* and amazed, O Earth!" Inasmuch as the town, 
by paying back half the tax, plainly confessed that they had been unjust, and 
restored the half only from fear that otherwise they might lose the whole. 

But my labors in defense of my brethren did not end here; I had still an- 
other trying scene to go through. Part of my brethren lived in Dalton, where 
a minister was about to be settled. A farm was bought for him for $1,300, 
and for this sum and the minister's salary the Baptists were sought to be taxed. 
I went there and rei|ue8tod that my brethren should bo let alone. "No," the)' 
said; '*if they can escape by bw they may, otherwise we shall tax them." 1 
put a short account of our persecutions in the public print. A writer undertook 
to answer it, and charged me with falsehood. By town records attested by 
the clerk, and writings received from inhabitants of the town of the Pedobap* 
tint, I proved his article to be a complete libel. 1 never heard more of my 
alleged falsehood, nor did the writer attempt to reply. Who he was I never 
knew. 

lie said: "If the Baptists in Dalton think they are exempt from paying 
taxes to the minister, let them try it in the courts; but they dare not try it.'* 
As the judges of the Supreme Court had said that the minister must sue for 
the money because those who paid the tax could not recover it, I thought I 
wouhl venture to "try," notwithstanding that writer had said I dare not. 

The town authorities said I had better sue for one man's tax; that if I got 
the CISC for ono they would |iay the whole, and such a course would diminish 
tho eosttf. Accordingly, 1 sued before a single justice, who gave mo the case. 
They then appealed to the County Court, where I also won the suit and the 
bill of costs against them, which was $30. The town's agent advised me to 
let the costs lie over, for they intended to carry the case to the Supreme Court, 
and if the decision went against mo I would have to refund to him. I replied 
that 1 knew that as well as he, but as tho town had had tho use of tho money, 
1 believed it right for me to have it now, and so the bill must be paid. 

They took it to the Supreme Court by what was called a writ of error. 
It came up for trial on Tuesday. The court mot in the afternoon, discussed 
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the matter till sutulown, when the judges said they woald eonsidcr it until 
morning. ]$ut what an afternoon it was to me! The court- house crowded 
with people, and no faces known to me exce]>t those of the mcmliers of the 
court; and by all that the judges said, it looked as if they intended to turn t)ie 
case against mc. I went to my quarters with the sole consoling thought that 
there Mas a (lod in heaven that disjioscd of all events on earth, liut little 
stlcep visitctl me that night. In the morning I went to the court-houne to see 
my attorneys, one of whom said it looked as though the decision would lie 
against niA. The other said he had talked with the judges after the court 
broke up, and was inclined to believe that I should win the case. This was all 
my encouragement till the afternoon of Saturday, when the Court gave their 
judgment— and gave it full in my favor, which put a stop to taxing the Bap- 
tists in that part of the State. 

After I was ordained parties came to me to be married and i married them, 
M'hcreiipon ai^nnit outcry was raived. Some said they would complain of me, 
and there was C50 Hue. It went on a few years; 1 married when applied to, 
and the threatenings continued. At length I was told that they had carried a 
complaint to the grand jury at Springfield, but could get nothing done. 
During my residence in Ashtield nothing more was heanl on this subject, but 
after my removal to Binsdale, going tonourt one day I met a neighbor who said 
he should enter a complaint against me for marrying people. I replied: "Very 
well, you may complain of mc and I shall continue to marry, and we will see 
who holds out the longest." After further conversation, I remarked that it was 
my inieutioD to act up to my profession before all mankind; it was well known 
that a settled minister had a right to nutrry and I professed to be one; should 
T refuau t<i jiorform tho ceremony when callc«l on it would be a virtual denial of 
my profesMion; so you may complain, and I will marry. 

•1 saw one of the grand jury after they had completed their business, who 
»aid that the man had entered his complaint to them, but that they would not 
entertain it. This ended tho whole matter. 

l<et mo here remark, that I have lived in the world and dealt with my 
fellow-men almost seventy years, and never had so much diflfieulty with any 
man in my own private concerns bat that it could be settled quietly without a 
mediator. But, in defending the liberties of the Baptists in tho State of Mas* 
sachusetts I have had as much law, and perhaps more, than any man in my 
;lay. It seemed to be laid upon me in the course of Ootl's holy providence, 
and through the good hand of («o«l upon me I have always obtained the right. 
Sometimes matters woultl look exceedingly dark, yet it was so overruled that 
the enemy did not triumph over me. O the marvelous goodness of God! 

And now, that throngh tho good hand of C *od my brethrou were fret? fntni 
oppre«siuii, 1 thought it best to leave thoni, and they gave me a dismission from 
the pastoral care of the church and a recommendation, but a request to con- 
tinue my relation with them as a member. In November, 1S07, 1 move<l back 
to Ashtield, and in the coarse of the seven following years met with nothing in 
my religious life uncommon to (^hristiaus generally. I continue«l to prciioh 
where ]*n»vidi?nce «ipenc<l thu door, made one journey up to the new country 
of eight weeks' duration, buried my second wife, married again, and buried 
my third nHfe in October, 1814. Being now left alone in the world, in 1 SI 5 I 
et out on a journey, spending sixteen weeks in the new settlements in New 
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York State, traveling and preaching. And the land was not a wildentcas, nor 
a land of darkness to me; I enjoyed much of the Divine Presence, and have 
• reason to think ray labors were not in vain in the Lord. Though I had not the 
care of any )>articu1ar people, J was called to preach somewhere the chief part 
of the time. 

In ISlii my Mon dcHi'rcd nic to accompany him to a ]>ermancnt residence 
in the now country. I thcrvrciru spent thu summor making farewell viNits to 
the churches and people with which I hail formerly been associatoil, preaching 
and endcai'oring to confirm the souls of the disciples, and exhorting them to 
contioue in the faith. The visiting finished, I set out on my journey the 10th 
day of September, having many calls to preach during my progress, insomuch 
that my destination was not reached until May 27th, when 1 found 1 had 
traveled 1,G00 miles, preached 140 times, assisted in one ordination, attended 
«»nc council where a church was under some trials, attended the Tjortrs 8up|>or 
three times, and about twenty other religious meetings. 

When arrived at my new home I found a small church had formed just 
previous to my arrival, which 1 joined; and there has been a number added to 
it, and four now churches raised up a few miles distant. There is a large field 
' for labor in this M'ildemess, and though I am old and feeble, truth appears at 
precious as over. Tliere are many errors and false doctrines in the M'orld, yes 
I am at rest, because I believe truth will finally prevail over every error; and 
it is a comfort to me that God is raising up witnesses for the truth that may 
stand when I am laid in the! grave. Oh, in looking back through the years 
since I was called to be a witness for the cause of God, and against the doc- 
trines of Antichrist in the face of a froK Aiing world, I cannot but rejoice at the 
ovcrwhebning goodness of God, who has carried me tiirough so many trials; 
that He should so care for a poor unworthy worm, and sufier me to live to see 
the churches of Christ on tho right hand and on the left. I exhort all to keep 
on the side of truth and trust in God; we have nothing to fear; let us bear a 
faithful testimony against the mother of harlots and all her daughters, and 
never cherish the thought of a oonfederaey with Popish errors. Oh, that all 
the world would oome out of Babylon, that they be not partakers of her sins 
and receive not of her plagues. The day will come when every plant which 
our 1 1 eavonly Father has not planted shall bo rooted up. May the Ixird hasten 
it in its time. 

KilII hsN iny life new woiidcni seen 
Jlo|ie«tcU oTory year; 

Behold, ray dayi thai yet remain, 
I trusi them to Thy care. 

The land of silence and ofdesth 
Attends my nsat remove; 

O iiisy theee poor remains ofbrsnth 
Teacli tbo wido world Thy luvo! 

By long experience bsTS I known 

Thy loTerelgn power to save ; 
At Thy command I venture down 

Securely to the grsre. 
lY hen I He burled dcop In duxt 

Uj fleib shall be Thy ears-* 
These withered limbs with Thee I trust 

To raiee them itrong and fair. 
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When tbe a1>ovc was written I thought of concluding, but on further con- 
sideration a little more will be added. 

I never |;ave much weight to dreams, but about the time of beginning the 
land miit ii'ith Dalton 1 liad a dream that I will venture to relate: It wa^that 
the U»ril or«1orc<l iiic to luacl the tril>c8 of Israel out of Kgypt to the land ot 
Canaan; I tliought the T<ord siuiko to me iilainly, as we ruitd )iu N|H)kn lo Miimiui. 
I ^ol th«! trilMTH l«»p'thf;r ami \vu set out on our march, but )i:ul not gone far 
before I'hnnuih met us with a mighty army. The people were in great dis- 
tress, but I told them to be qniet, we should l)e relieved, though I knew not ■ 
how; I had a calm and assuring faith in our deliverance. The ]/>rd spoke and j 
bade nie go to Pharaoh and demand a free passage for the chosen tribes through I 
his hot»t, also s:tying: '*lf he does not grant it, I will smite him and all his 
host. " I was not bidden to make the threat, but only to demand the passage. ' 
Telling my people to halt, T went np to the anny and called for Pharaoh. 
JSonic of the leatling men came forward and inquintd what was wanteiL My 
reply M*as: I nmst see Tharaoh and deal directly with htm. At length he 
came, I tlemaiided a quiet passai^ for the chosen tribes through his host — that 
we nmst go throngh unmolested. The request was granted, so that 1 led the 
tribes safely through, got them clear of danger — and awoke, and behold it 
was a dream. 

Having related my dream I now give a more i>articalar account of the law- 
suit with Dolton. There were but few Baptists in that town, they were not 
very forehanded, and the town kad taken about forty doUan from them for 
the first tax, and the case could not be prosecuted unless they could lot me 
have what money was needed for the purpose. They said they did not see as 
they could do it, so they must submit to the oppression, (or the town said the 
tax must be paid unless they could get clear by law. And they sank down, 
liaving no hope of deliverance, apparently as much distressed as the tribes 
were in my dream. Then one of my hearers who lived in Peru heard how tlie 
matter stood, and the Lord opened his heart, so that he offered to assist me 
with what money 1 should want to carry on the suit, provided those who 
paid the tax should make a free gift of it to me in case I recovered it; he said, 
moreover, that he could spend $1,300 without breaking in upon his estate. 
Having rc|K>rtc<l this oircr to the brethren concemetl, I further added that 1 
would prosecute the case without cost or trouble to them— would take it all 
on myself. In other wonls, as in my dream, 1 caUe«l to the triltes to halt 
M'liilu I Wi*nt Ui Bix'k a way for them. Without repeating what has before 
been written, some other circumstances of this trial may be mentioned: The 
case was continued through several terms of the courts to await its tuni, so 
that three years elapsed before a final judgment was obtained, which made 
it necessary for me to Ik) present at every session of the courts during this 
time, l>ccauso of not knowing when the erise would be called. Twice had 1 to 
leave Lenox on Saturday night after sundown — and once in January, when the 
cold was as severe as wo have in winter — and ride home 20 miles, and on the next 
morning go eight miles the other way to preach. But the Jjord carried me 
through, so that I never disapix>inted a religious meeting by attending courts. 
AftiT three years' labor and toil, through '*the good hand of my Goil upon 
me," I brought the chosen tribes through the Egyptian host in safety, to where 
they were out of all danger. 
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And now, lookiof^ back over these timet, it bring* to my mind what the 
prophet >liciUi said: ** Uemoniber, my people, what Balak, King of Moab, 
consulted, and what lUdaam the son of l^or answereil, that ye may know the 
rigliteonancss of the liOrd. B«-ilak built his altars throa times to have Israel 
cursed, and Italaam was no better friend to Israel than Balak, yet ho had to 
bless Israel i^y try time." So in this case, Daltun consulted to have the Bap- 
tists cursed, and built their altars throe times; and the judges, and the attor- 
neys that had the management of the case against us, were none of them 
Baptists, and yet they blessecl them altogether. It was not my wisdom, nor 
any power of mine; no, it was the Lord who did it, and may all the glory be 
given to His holy name. 

While this case was in the law three years they kept taxing the Baptists 
and getting their money, and it took me another year to get those taxes back. 
Once while the men were talking to mo who were to see that the taxes were 
refunded, their minister came in remarked: " You must wait for your money; I 
have to wait for mine; I can't get it so soon as I should." "There is a great 
difference," I rejoined, "between your waiting and mine; yoo wait on your 
own people; my people have paid their money and you have had it, and now tell 
me I must wait; no, you ought to pay me that money now.** Some things 
were trying to the old nature within me. I found there was much need of 
M'atching and praying, that 1 might not say or do anything that would dis- 
honor God, or bring reproach on the lUdecmer's precious cause. 

There was one thing that I passed over when writing about my ordina- 
tion and, on further thought, I will give it here: We appointed the ordination 
to Iw on Thursday, and the elders we invited sent word that I must preach a 
sermon on Wednesday in tho afternoon, that they might hoar mo before my 
ordination. On the week before an inllamed sore came upon my foot I maile 
out to attend the Sabbath meeting and preach, though in much pain. After 
returning home from meeting my foot grew more painful and distresses! me 
exceedingly all night. The cause of God lay near my heart, and how would 
our enemies triumph if I were unable to keep my appointment. This thought 
caused me an anxiety less endurable even than mv physical pain. I tried to 
carry the case to Goil, and finally was enabled to leave it with Him; then was 
my spirit comforted by the promise of the prophet to King Hcxekiah when he 
was sick, that the King should ** go up to the house of the Lord the third 
day." l^lio passage was presented to me with such ^lower and sweetness as to 
bring entire relief to both botly and mind, and 1 was enabled to rest under tlie 
most complete assurance that I should perform my duties for the week, as usual. 
This peace was given to me on Monday morning, and Wednesday afternoon 
would be the "third day." I said to wife that however dark matters might 
ap]iear at the present, I should certainly go to the house of the Lord on the 
third day. The boil broke that day, the pain abated, and when the third day 
arrived 1 jicrformcd my preaching and all my work with coirfort and satisfac- 
tion. J low marvelous hath been Thy goodnoss, O (Joil, to such a poor, 
unworthy worm as I. Oh, that all might trust in God, keep His command- 
nu-ntM, deny themselves and take up the cross. , 

1 have ex|>ericnced many trials, also, among my own brethren, that for ' 
the honor of God should not enter into this narrative. I dismiss them in 
silence. Let them be forgotten. Amen. 

EBEXEZER SMITH. 
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THK ORIGINAL PROPllIETOKS OF ASIIFICLD, 

The proprieton of Aahfield, or HanUtown (bm pig^o 277), lived in the 
eaetem pari of the SUto. They mostly sold their claims or " Rights'* to others, 
and but few of them ever settled in the town. The following are the names of 
the original proprietors in 1739: John Hunt, Thomas White, Nathaniel Wales, 
Benjamin Ludden, Gideon Turrel, Richard Foxon, William Crane, Kbenczer 
Hnnt, Kev. Joseph Belcher, Jonathan Webb, Scth Chapen, Capt. John 
Phillips, John Herriok, Zechariah Briggs, Job Otis, Jonathan Dawes, 
Hebr. Pratt, Riehard Davenport, Ezra Whitman, Solomon Leonard, 
James Meares, Joseph Good, Thomas Bolter, Ephraim Emerson, Benjamin 
Beal, Barnabas Daily, John Miller, Josiah Owen, Samuel Thayer, Ephraim 
Copeland, James Hayward, Samuel Gay, Ebenezor Staples, Samuel Staples, 
John King, Samuel Nilea, Jr., Joseph Penniman, Joshua Phillips, William 
Lintield, Ebcnezer Owen, Samuel Darby, Jonathan Webb, John Btss, 
— :— Keith, J. French, Amos Stetson, Joseph Drake, Thomas Wells, Samuel 
Andrews, John White, Benjamin Stuart, Joseph Veckery, Joseph Lobdle, 
Joseph Melton, and John Bartlet. 



EXTllACTS FROm PROruUSTORS' RECORDS. 

A few notes from the *' Proprietors' Records" will indicate the measures 
taken by the proprietors to induce settlement and make it permanent. For 
several years their meetinc;s were held in the eastern towns. 

May 28, 1741.— " Vbted that William Curtis bo ouiploycd in mending The 
Way to said Township, the Labour done on said way by him not to ExooiHl 
ten pounds." 

By the following votes it seems the proprietors had a good deal of trouble 
in getting a saw miU or com mill that was satisfactory: 

June 28, 1739.— "Voted that One Hundred and twenty pounds be as- 
sessed on ye Proprietors, as an Inconragement to him or them yt^shall build a 
saw mill in some convenient place & Convenient to ye Lots allready Laid out; 
Provided, The Owner or Owners of said mill saw for the Proprietors for the 
first seven years For twenty shillings per Thousand; Provided, also, that the 
said miller or milleres, viz*t. Owner or Owners, do keep said mill in order for 
businoss for seven years, and as he or they shall have water; and if said Pro- 
prietors do bring logs, that he or they saw them as aforesaid. Passed in ye 
affirmative." 

Sept IG, 1741.—" Voted that those who build a saw mill do not have lib- 
erty to draw the money from the Treasury." 

Feb. 12, 1842.— ''Voted to do nothing further in the matter of a saw 
mill." 

Sept. 21, 1742.—'* Voted, That a good Whip Saw be procnrcil at the ox- 
pense of the Proprietors, and that Samuel White and J ob Porter have said saw 
delivered to them for salving boards for the Proprietors, provided that they 
saw sd boards for said Proprietors for .€4 Old Tenor per Thousaml, for the sd 
Proprietors; and Chileab Smith, Nathaniel Kellogg and Richard Ellis be a * 
committee to procnre saw and files, and take bond from said White and Porter 
in behalf of the Proprietors; also that 18 pence per pound be paid Richard Ellis 
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for a crank And gudgeon for taw mill, to be delivered to Ichabod Smith." A 
committee was appointed at the same meeting *'to take Care that no White 
pine timber be Cnt and Convoy'd ont of the Town, and to Prosecute all such 
olTundera/' 

July 1, 1743 ^( At Hadley, the previous meetings being held at Braintroe.) 
'* Vt>toil, 'I'hat wo will prouoixl the present year t«> IniiM a corn mill in said 
lliintMt«>wn, tmthu Tond Unxik, so onllud, where a ctininiittoe for that pur|K>su 
shall think proper. Voted that this com. iij^rco with some person or )icrHuns 
to hiiild it; also to lay out a mill lot; alvo, to give opix>rtuuity for ponding;, 
shall servo the people with grinding, as they shiU have occasion, for lawful or 
customary toll.** 

At Braintrec, Fob. 1, 1744. — "Voted to take tlio accounts of work done 
on the corn mill." And Apr. 4, " Votetl that Caleb IMiillips [probably a son of 
Capt. «lohn IMiillipfl, of KiMton] be intrusted the Ciro of the corn mill lately 
built in lluntstowu, and be tender tiiereof.*' 

Dec, 1751. — '* Voted to raise rive pounds six shillings and eight pence to 
repair the corn mill- "Mr. Chileab Smith and Mr. Thomas Phillips to be paid 
the money." And in May, the next year, Chileab Smith directed to put the 
gristmill in order at once, and have charge of it for one year. Committee 
chosen to see if tlioy can find some one to build a saw mill. 

July 6, 1752*-*' Voted tliat Chileab Smith, Samuel Smith and Charles 
Phelps 1)0 a committee to see about a new corn mill; meanwhile to see if they 
can't agree with some person to keep the present grist mill in good repair and 
run it." 

Apr. 12, 1V53.— Granted the com mill to John Blackmer, also 50 acres of 
land on Mill Brook and 50 more near it; Provided he will put the mill in good 
repair, live near it and do grinding for the inhabitants; must bind himself and 
heirs to do this; failing to fulfil, the property reverts back to the proprietors. 
At the same meeting: ** Voted to grant William and Nathaniel Church sixteen 
acres of land at the [north] end of Jli*d Ellis' lot, also the right of Boar lliver, 
if they will set up a saw mill within six months. ^ 

Voted, May 20, 1754, the mill and its appurtenances, ( to C*hileab Smith, 
) to ICIiplialot Cary, of Bridgcwatcr, and } to David and Barnabas Alden, of 
StafTonl. 

May 20, 1701.— Voted to leave it to indifferent men what Chileab Smith 
should have for sawing, and accordingly made chotoc of Col. Joiin Hawks, 
Lieut. David Field and Mr. Zadoc Hawks, all of Deerfield, to settle that affair/ 
And, Deo. 9, voted to choose a committee, vis: Ebeiie/xir Belding, Samuel 
Belding and Ueubcn Belding, to confer with Mr. Chileab Smith as to why he 
docs not |ierform, as he is obliged to do, the sawing of boards for the Pro- 
prietors. 

1 703. —Voted, That complaint now being bro*t to this meeting that Mr. 
Chileab Smith has a corn mill at some place which is said to be detrimental to 
the saw mill, and to boards being sawed for the proprietors, it is tliorefore 
Voted, That said Chileab Smith be ordered and directed forthwith to remove 
his corn mill, which he has erected at the saw mill dam, as he would avoid 
what may ensue upon his failure hereof. Voted, That Ebenezer Belding, 
Samuel Belding and Philip Phillips be a committee to warn said Smith to 
remove his corn mill as aforesaid. 
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(It looks at if the com mill on Poad Brook was aot well built, and failed 
to give satisfaction, therefore the com mill on Bear River was built [at 0« 
Sec Map, page :<28.] Tradition says that Blackiner failed to rc|jair the mill 
in a satisracUiry niannor, under his le:ise. — K. C!. 11.) 

August 22, 1777.— ••Voted yt ♦ * * [nine torics] be committed to 
cloMC conlincment in this Town." 

•' \'oU*d that Capt. Hartlet's house be the placu of their coiilincinout. " 

" Votetl yt the Selectmen niako Provision fur the support of those who 
arc put under confinement;, as also for the (juard which sh.iH have the care of 
them, upon the T(nvn*scost.'* 

May 24, I7H1. — ** Voted to allow Klisha Itartlet .L7 for going to Surrotnga 
to Carry Packs to the Soldiers." 

** VoUmI toalh>w C!4 as Uations for fourteen Men from Ashfiold to Tieon- 
deroga, in Feb., a. ix 1770, &e." 



PARTIAL UST OF VOTERS IN 1708. 

In the records of Ashfield for 179S the list of voters is given. In this list 
of names are the following (there being then a property qualification, this list 
does not include tlie names of all the men of the pro]>er age for voting): David 
Ahltn, Davttl Alden, .Ir., Samuel Annabic, Sanmel Annable, Jr., Barnabas 
A unable, Samuel Belding, John Boldiug, Klienezer IWlding, Daniel lielding, 
Bezur Benton, Dr. Phineas Bartlet, Lieut. John Ellis, Lieut. David Ellis, Capt. 
I«amrock Flower, Msj. William Flower, Jonathan Lyon, Lient. David Lyon, 
Aaron Lyon, Philip Phillips, Esq.; David, Simeon, Thomas, Elijah, Abner, 
Lemuel, Philip, Jr., Israel, Vespasian, S|>enoer, Caleb, Sylvestrr, Daniel and 
Joshua Phillips; George Ranney, Thomas Ranney, Francis Kanney; Chipman 
Smith, David, Chileab, Jr., Chileab, 3d, Jeduthan, Elijah, Martin, Abner, 
Jonathan and Ebenezer Smith, Jr. ; Israel Standish, Aik>11os Williams. 



gELECTSIBN OF ASUFIELD. 

On the list are the following names: 
17C2. Rlienexer ]k>ldiug, Chiloab Smith, Thonias Phillips. 
I7(»3. Nallian Wait, lleuben Ellis, Samuel Bcliling. 
17G4. 1leul»en Ellis, Jonathan Edson. Nathan Chapin. 
17(iS. Moses Fuller, Koubcn Ellis, Philip Phillips. 
1774. Samuel Iteldtng, Reuben Ellis, Jonathan Taylor. 
17S4. Thonuis Stocking. Chileab Smith. Jr., John Ellis. 
181G.I0. Nathaniel liolmes, Dimick Ellis, Bethuel Lilly. 
1820. Bethuel Lilly, Roswell Ranney, Jon.ithan Sears. 
18.'i4. Aivan Hall, Henry S. Ranney, Addison (Graves. 
1SG5. Alvaa Hall, Frederick G. Howes, Josiah Cross. 



UErRESKNTATITES IN THE LEGISLATURE OF MASSACHUSETTS. 

Among the Representatives from Aihficld are the following: 1775, Oapt. 
Elisha Cranston; 1787, Chileab Smith, Jr.; 17S!), Capt. Philip Phillips; 1S09, 
Thomas White; 1814, Dr. Enos Smith; 1823, Dimick EUis; 1820, Capt. Ros- 
well Ranney; I85I and 18C7, Henry S. Ranney; 1874, Frederick G. Howes. 
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TOWN CLERKS. 

The first Clerk wae Samuel BeMing, from 17C2 until the incorporation of 
the town, in 1765. Then foUowed Benjamin Phillipe, up to 1775; Phineae 
Bartlett, in 177C; Dimick Ellis, in 1823; Honry S. Ranney, from 1839 to 1847. 
and again from 1873 up to the preient time. 



INDUSTRIAL PURSUITS IN ASHFIBLI>. 

As has already been remarked, the leading industrial interest of the town 
is that of agriculture. The want of ample water-power has prevented capital 
of much amount from being invested in manufacturing enterprises. Saw mills 
are erected on the streams, and considerable timber is sawed during the season 
of high water and carried to other places for sale. Gristmills have also always 
existed in the town. The first was built in 1743, to supply the first settlers in 
the town with meal, and stood about one hundred rods northeasterly of the 
present Episcopal Church (22 on Map), and was in use until about the year 
1831. In 1753 a saw mill stood upon Bear River, one-fonrth of a mile east of 
the dwelling-house of Solomon H. Doming. At the present time A. D. Flower 
has a gristmill at Ashfield Plain, and Walter Guilford another at South Ash- 
field; L. A J. S. Gardner a saw mill at South Ashfield; Kelson Gardner a saw 
mill at Spruce Comer, and William £. Ford one in the west part of the town. 
Besides these, difTerent varieties of wooden- ware are manufactured in the town 
by Nelson Gardner, Marcus T. Parker, Walter Guilford and Charles H. Day. 

Many considerable fortunes were made in earlier portions of the present 
oentury in the traffic of various essences and oils. There were several distil- 
Icrius where all kinds of herbs and plants that could find a market woro made 
to contribute of their peculiarities. Ashfield essence-peddlers could be found 
all over Massachusetts and neighboring States, and many even sought the West 
and South. 

About the year 1814 Samuel Ranney introduced here, upon his farm, the 
culture and distillation of the peppermint herb, which was found to bo for 
many years quite a profitable pursuit. For a number of years the price of oil of 
peppermint was from $0 to SIC per pound. Its production was continued to a 
considerable extent until about the year 1833, many acres being raised each 
year. At that time and before, its cultivation had been commenced in Phelps, 
N. Y., where the soil and the climate were better suited to its growth, and , 
where it was produced at much less expense. Of late years the crop is largely 
raised in Wayne and St. Joseph Counties, Mich. 



ASHFIELD FOR SUMMSR RESIDRNCB. 

The writer learns, with much satisfaction, that quite recently there has 
been " a boom" in the price of desirable sites for summer residences in Ashfield, 
The salubrious mountain air in the warm season, with its inland quietude, 
commends that town to those who seek relief from overcrowded cities in hot 
weather. A mile or so southwest from the Plain are a number of very de- 
cant building sites, looking down a valley between the mountains, which by a 
little iuiagioation some consider to be the '*Switxerland of America," 

The streams and hills of Ashfield also are quite a resort for sportsmen. It 
is said that there is no game there, but this makes all the more " hunting." 
Several acquaintances of the writer go there periodically for this amusement, 
which they find quite invigorating. 
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MONUMENT TO KICHARD ELLIS AND WIFE. 

The above cut ii a foe i'mile of a monument erected in 18S7 to the 
memory of Richard Ellia, and Jane Phillips his wife, in the Ellis bur}*- 
ing ground (marked 7 on the map on pagn 3*28). The monument is of highly 
polished Quiucy granite. The upright part is tM'O feet square [and three feet 
two inches high. The base, also of Quincy grsnite, is tM'O feet six inches 
square and twelve inches in hight. The sub-base, of sandstone, is three feet 
two inches square and sixteen inches high. Total hight, five feet six inches. 
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In Mfty, 1887, a party of Dlis' r«lativei were ▼ieitingin Ashficld, composed 
of tbe folio \rinR, Mr. Lewie EUit and wife, of Belding, Mich., and their son, Geo. 
W. Ellis and his wife, of Philadelphia; Dr. John Ellis snd his son, W. D. Ellis, 
and wife, of New York City, and the writer. M'hilc the party were looking 
over the old burial place, ^Ir. George W. Ellis proposed that a monument be 
erected to the memory of their first progenitor in this country, and offered to 
contribute $100, or more if necessary, towards the same. Dr. John Ellis 
and W. D. Ellis cheerfully responded, and the next day the contract was made 
with the Shclbume Falls Marble Co. for tbe erection of the monument for the 
snm of $350. 

It is further proposed to have engraved on the monument, at some con* 
veniont time, tbe inscription that " Richard Ellis* first cabin was located abont 
ten rods south of this spot." See page 278. 



BUnXAL FLACKS IN ASHFIBLD. 

The oldest burying ground is in the northeast comer of the town, and was 
probably laid out at the time of the organization of the Baptist Church in that 
Icicality, in 1761. It comprises about half an acre of land. Some of the earliest 
settlers of the town are buried there. Three Chileab Smiths are buried there, 
but with no inscriptions on the stones at the head of the graves. The follow- 
ing inscription to Mary Lyon's father is found: 

" AsroQ Lyon, died ]>cc 21, 1802. Aged 45 jesn.'* 

"A lorlng huabiind, kind and true, 
A tender father wai, «lso; 
A faithful lOB, s brother dear, 
A pesceful neighbor was while here. 
Though now hif body here doth reat. 
We trust his seul'i snioDg the bleat.** 

The next burying place in point of age is a mile and a quarter south of the 
first named. Kichard Ellis, the first settler of the town, and others of th.it 
name were interred there; also the Beldings and Kanncys, and other settlers 
of the town. It was laid out about the same time as the other, comprises about 
an acre and is still in uso. 

The burying ground near the '* Plain ** was in uso as early as 17C7, though 
not formally devoted to public use until 1770, in accordance with the following 
vote of the town: 

"Dec. 17. 1769. — Voted to purchase a piece of Land by the Meeting- 
House for a Burying- Place; also^ voted and Choso Mr. Xathan Waits and 
Capt. Moees Fuller and Timothy Perkins a Committee to purchaso and lay out 
a burial place. 

There are other local burial places at Spruce Comer, Northwest, South 
Ashfield and Brier Hill. 

Some of those grounds have been sadly neglected, but last summer (18S7) 
the "Ashfleld Huriid Ground Association'* was formed, having for its object the 
improvement of these old places, and the work in some of them has already 
been commenceil. 
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CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION IN ASHFIELD. 

June 21st, 18C5, jutt one hundred yean from the incorporation of the 
town, a Centennial Celebration was held in Ashfield. A large assembly gath- 
eretl, many of which were from abroad and had been former residents, or were 
descendants of those who once lived in the town. 

Rev. Dr. William P. Paine, of llolden, delivered the aildress. 

Itev. Charles S. Porter wrote the following poem for the oocasion: 

OKE HUNDRED YEARS AGO. 

One hundrod jears ago 

Tho sun walked In the skj, 
Stan In their fsr-off homes 

Blinked bright and silently, 
And savage beasts and saragc men 
Were raonarchs sole of bill and glen. 

The bordx pioneer 

Itoso mid the syWan scene. 
The woodman's sturdy stroke 

Rang loud o'er bill and plain ; 
From hillside and from mountain nook 
Curled slow to heaven the cabin*i smoke. 

Since then the scroll of time 

Hath record of vast change; 
Harveits have graced the flelds. 

Flocks, herds, the mountain range. 
And humsn life batn been ablaxo 
With bridal and with burial days. 

We stand where others stood ; 

Where others sowed, we reap ; 
Transmit the garnered good, 

Then with them fall asleep. 
God over all does thus fulflll 
His purpose vast, His sovereign will. 

One hundred years to come, 

Fled hour by hour away,* 
Who then will here find home 

And celebrate the day r 
That history of Joy or wee 
Kor man nor angel can foreknow. 

God of onr Fathers, hear;1 

Coiiiiiiaud 'J'liy grace to rest 
On coming thousands here, 

All blessing and all blest 
A grand succession here arise. 
Bo called and garnered for the skies. 

An incident of the celebration was a toast by Hon. Henry L. Dawes, U. S. 
Senator in Congress from 3Iassachusetts, who presided at the table, and given 
in honor of Mrs. Eunice Forbes, then living at 104 yean of age, as "the only 
living bridge then spanning the century of time." Mrs. Forbes was mother 
of Daniel Forbes and Bliss Forbes (or Forbush), who married Mabel Phillipi, 
daughter of Elijah, tlio eldest son of Philip Phillips, Sr., Esq. 
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INCIDENTS. 

On December lOtb, 1878, a great freabet awepc over tbe Green Mountain- 
region of tbia State, caueed by a powerful rain falling upon fifteen inches of 
newly-fallcn snow. As evening came on tbe temperature rapidly grew warm, 
tbe tbermometer rose twenty- five degress in two bours, and tbe melting snow, 
filled by tlio accumulated rainfall of tbe day, came down tbe billbidcs in tor- 
rents. At D o'clock in tbe evening tbe Great Pond reservoir in this town, on 
South Uiver, gave way, immediately draining off tbe 75 acres of water that bad 
there been bold in check, thus precipitating a great flood into the valley liolow. 
The gristmill of A. li. Flower and the tannery of L. C. Sanderson, at the center 
village, were ilcstroyed. At South Aslitield, three dwelling-houses, two barns 
and a blacksmith shop were swept away on the instant that the flood reached 
thoni. In the southwest part of the town Darius ^Villiams' reservoir broke 
away, carrying his large saw mill to destruction. The roads and bridges here 
and throughout the region were greatly damaged. Through the valley, in tbe 
course of South Kiver, tbe fields, fences and bridges suffered almost total de- 
struction. This saw mill was originally built in 1771, by Darius Williams* 
grandfather, Kphraim Williams, Ksq., who came from Kaston to Asbtield, a 
journey of 120 miles, on foot, with a hired man, carrying on their backs what 
tools would be necessary to build a saw mill. 

In June, 1830, a full-sized bear was captured and killed. He was discov- 
ered when crossing tbe road near tbe present residence of L. W. Goodwin, 
ebaped into a tree near by where Stephen Jackson lives, and soon made to 
smell powder. 

ITKAIS FROM COLERAIN. 

About 17C4 Richard £llis moved from Ashfield to Colerain, where he 
lived until about tbe dose of tbe Kevolution. During tbe war of 1756 the set- 
tlers in Colerain had a similar experience with Indian incursions as bad tbe 
settlers in Ashfield. They were driven to tbe eastern settlements for two or 
three years. After tho war they returned, and '* by I7G7 ninety farms were 
occupied and nearly 1,000 acres cleared." 

in 17U5 Richard Ellis, William Henry, John McCreles and Matthew Bol- 
ton were selectmen of tbe town. 

During the Revolutionary war there was great patriotism manifested by 
tbe people of Colerain. In 1779 tbe town resolved that: 

'*Xo ])erson belonging to any other town shall purchase cattle or any 
other provisions in this town, unless such person shall produce a certilicate 
from tbe town to which he belongs that be is not a monopolizer or forestaller, 
and that he is a friend to the United States." 

At tbe close of tbe war, in 1783, it was voted that "the people called 
refugees that have gone to tbe British shall not return to live among us." 

in I7r>3, on April 12tb, tbe members of the settlement observeil a day of 
fasting and prayer, and a record relates that Mr. Abercrombie and 3Ir. Ashley, 
ministers of Deerfield, were invited " to come and keep tbe fast" 

Hugh Morrison kept a house of entertainment very soon after the earliest 
settlement, and be presented a bill in 1753 "for hording the ministers and 

t likyure si>ent at tbe ordenation.*' ; 
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A bridge wai built over North River, ft atremm in the town, in 1752, and 
for the "Rhumb," furnished by him on the oocaaion of the raiainj^ of the 
bridge -frame, Hugh McLelUn presented a bill. 

It should be borne in mind that tlie uae of liquor was universal in those 
days. The writer's great-grandfather, one of the earliest residents of Ash- 
field, and a pious man, regarded it as "one of the good gifts of God to man, 
when used with discretion." Even Scriptural arguments were used then to 
sustain this custom, as it was, one hundred years later, to defend human 
slavery, by its mistaken advocates. But times change; »he world does move, 
even if slowly, and the best-loved customs of one generation are often over- 
turned by the innovations of the next. Physicians have taught, and mankind 
have believed, for ages, that alcohol " atrengthened" the system. This is the 
greatest falsehood ever invented. Its first action is that of an irritant or 
excitant, followed, if taken in large doses, by congestion and partial, if not < 
eoniplete, paralysis. If used continually it alwa^i disorders the system, cor- 
rupts the morals and tliortent life. The sooner its use as a beverage, or as a 
medicine, is forever abolished, the better will it be for mankind. 



THE ••TRR1IIBL£RS'* OR SHAKERSi, OF ASHFJELD. 

The "Tremblers/' spoken of by Rev. Mr. Shepard (p. 2S6), lived and hold 
their meeting's on the old road, about eighty rods east of where Mrs. Samuel 
Hale (near 3r)) now lives, where the old cellar is still visible. They were pre- 
sided over by a wouiaii callud the " Kluck 1<ady,"And she \itu\ the reputation 
of being "a witch." The old people remember hearing them spoken of as 
" Sha kers, " of tener than " Tremblers. " The meetings were attended by people 
from other parts of the town, and created much excitement. Many who came 
into their meetings out of mere curiosity, in a short time "shook " or "trero- 
bled " with thd rest. Tn the churches the members were warned to beware of 
the " Tremblers," and finally the action taken by the town cleared them out. 



VALUATIOMS AND ANSESHMENT8 IH ASIIFIKLI) IN 1760. 

The assessors of taxable property in Ashfield in 17G6 were Richard Phil- 
Ii])S, Aaron Lyon and Nathan Chaptn. The number of pciaons assessed was 
71. Tlie total number of acres assessed was 735; of houses, 4U; oxen, 37; 
cows, 8G; horses, 19; swine, 76; sheep, 1S5; goaU, 4; mills, 3. Total amount 
of assessment, £1,G33. It docs not seem possible that this comprised all the 
property in the town; and if not, the balance may have been exempt from 
taxation. 

Those who were assessed for mills were: Reuben Ellis, 1; Thomas Phil- 
lips, H; Philip Phillips, J; Jonathan Sprague, 1. In another valuation, in 
1771, the following were assessed as noted: Benjamin Phillips, i'G5; David 
Aldcn, V61; Aaron Lyon, £30; Ebenezer Belding, £37; Ebcnezer Belding, Jr., 
.1'2^; Chilcab Smith, .€25; Reuben Ellis, l'G3; John Ellis, .1*57; Capt. Moncs 
Fuller, £74; Samuel Belding, £113; Isaac Shepard, £3G; Joseph Mitchell, jL'J?; 
Philip Phillips. £90; Thomas Phillips, £54; Zebulon Bryant, £25; Timothy 
Perkins, £34; Samuel Allen, £49; Jonathan Lilly, £29. 
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FIItST DIVISION OF LANDS IN ASHFIELD. 

The original survty comprised but one divieiou; a small portion of Hunts- 
town» or Ashlield. 

To carry out the conditions of the crant, a meeting at Braintree, March 13, 
1738, WAS held. The Proprietors voted: "That the lirst lots laid out in said 
Township shall, at the least, be Fifty acres; and, on account of badness of 
land, the said lots should extend to the number of G5 acres, according to the 
Goodness or Meanness of the land in the opinion of the Committee." Tliese 
lots were accordingly laid out in 173S, lot No. 1 being described as follows: 
"The N. W. corner is a stack and stones which stands about 23 rods south of 
Bear River, where there is a Beaver Meadow, so called, on said Kiver, from 
which it runs south 20 degrees, >vest ICO rods, thence east, 20 degrees south, 
50 rods; thence north 20 degrees east, ICO rods, thence west 20 degrees north, 
50 rods, and closed at point of beginning." This includes just 50 acres. 

This beaver meadow is now a part of the mowing lot of L. F. L W. H. 
Gray, of the "Beaver Meadow Farm." The west line of the lot runs a few 
rods east of their buildings, now south about 22 degrees west, insteail of 20 de- 
grees, and the S. W. corner is near the old cellar hole (28 on the map), at the 
south end of Solomon Demming's pasture, close by the highway: then the line 
runs over the hill to a point about 12 rods north of the green level s}M)t in Mr. 
Bogers' pasture (site of Mitchell's tavern, 17), thence north 22 degrees 
east, through the west part of the locust grove, crossing the highway just west 
of the ** Factory" bridge, near IS; then continuing to the northeast corner, on 
the line between the Gray fann and land now owned by George Church. lx»t 
No. *J is directly west of lut 1, and uxtcmls to the corner where the highway 
goes north past the Gray Bros. ; Kos. 3, 4 and 5 being west of that. No. 7 
was east of lot 1, the southeast comer being near the old cellar hole near 14. 
This is the lot sold by Joseph Melton to Richard KUis (page 303). Nos. S and 
d -fcre east of this, the east boundary of being a little west of the highway 
I'.ading north to Baptist Corner. The first division of lots extended north to 
'* No Towu" (afterwards Buckland), east to what was supposed to be Deerfield 
line, south to land now owned by Job Lilly and Hiram Warren. Kichard Ellis 
scttle<l on lot No. 4\} (I on map), Thomas Phillips probably on No. 24 or 25 
(at 30 or 32 uu map); he also paid taxes on the nortli end of No. 9, where the 
Phillips & Kllia Fort was, and might have first locatctl there (at :I0 on map). 
In 17.'UI it was voted "That the 'i'wcnty- fourth liOt be for the Minister, that 
the Fifty-Hfth be for the Ministry, and the Fifty- fourth Lot be for the 
School." The minister's lot was where E. D. Chureh and J. Yeomans now 
live, extending north to the road east past Houghton Smith's (35 on map). 
The school lot included the top of the hill southwest of the village or Plain, a 
large portion of the Flat and old cemetery extending south to Job Lilly's and 
H. Warren's land. In 1742 Chileab SmiUi, Richard Ellis and Nathaniel Kel- 
logg were chosen a conimittco to lay out more lots, but for some rc:iMon they 
were not Laid out, probably because the Hrst division was not sold and settled 
upon as soon as the pro])rietors anticipated. In 1754 it was again voted to lay 
out a second division of lots, and additions wore made to this committee, but 
the lots were not laid out until 1701. A large portion of these lots were laid 
out in South Ashfield, and contained 100 acres each' instead of 50; the rest 
were scattered. 
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Between this time and 1800 three more divieions were litid ont— the third 
of 100, and fourth and fifth of 50 acrci each. The third divieion was mainly 
in the south and southwest part of the town, the fourth mostly in the north- 
west part, and the fifth over tlie town, to fill up some vacant spaces that were 
left. Those irregular gores, and the four rod roads left between the lots, have 
iii.'ule many diNputcs over lines liotwucn landhtildurs, and ik)U1o serious tioigli- 
lN»rh(HNl (|UiirriU. • Most of thu largo swamps— soiiio now being valuablo 
meadow land— were not laid out at all, beiui; called worthless. Some tif those 
old lots were laid over into other towns; at loasi Dcorfield claimed about two 
tiers of the lots through the whole length of the east part of the town, causing 
the proprietors and settlers much trouble. The dispute was finally settled by 
a committee appointed by the General Court, who reported June 18, 1765, giv- 
ing the disputed territory to Huntstown. See Prmnee Latei, Vol, JV,, p. 
iG5, Differences also arose afterwards between the towns of Buckland and 
Plainfield in regard to the lines. Nathaniel Kellogg was the surveyor em- 
ployed in laying out the early lots, and Ephraim Williams, Esq., those later. 

About twelve years ago a map was made of these old lots from the Pro- 
prietor's records, and in 18S0 all the school lots in town were survey od, located, 
and a map made of them by a committee chosen for that purpose. These maps 
are deposited in the Clerk's oflBce. 



EARLY FAMILIES OF ASHFIELD. 



TBB ALDEMS. 

The Aldens (page 00) were oonspicuous actors in the early history of the 
town. Elder Noali Alden, of Stafford, Conn., was the minister who ordained 
Elder Ebenezer Smithy over the Baptist Church, in 1701. In 1753 Daniel 
Alden, of Stafford, deeds lots Nos. ?2 and 28, also 100 acres to be laid ont, to 
his son Barnabas. In 1754 Daniel Alden is Moderator of a Proprietors' meet- 
ing held in Huntstown. In 1701 he sells to Israel Standish, of Stafford, lota 
35 and 28. 

May 5, 1704, David Alden and his wife, Lucy, joined tlio Congregational 
Church, by recommendation, from Stafford. He settled on the place now 
owned by T. k C. Kelley (No. 6 on map, page 828). His house was a few 
rods to the west of the present building, a part of which he bailt in 1701. He 
had Isaac, David, John, Enoch and Lydia. In 1760, on the first town valua- 
tion, he is taxed for 30 acres of improved land, showing that dilligent work 
had been done on the settlement. Isaac (page 90) was the oldest son of David. 
He was of the sixth generation in descent from John Alden, who came over in 
the MayJUitttr in 1G20. The descendants of the Aldens tell this story in con. 
nection with Isaac's marriage to Irene Smith, daughter of Elder Ebcnczer and 
Remember EUis Smith: David, whenever a question was asked him, had an 
inveterate habit of rolling up his eyes before answering. In those good old 
days of filial respect it was the custom of the son to ask the father's consent 
before marrying. When Isaac asked the consent of his father to marry Irene 
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he told him ho need not reply, but sif^nify hie asaont by roUiDg up his eyes; 
which, it it aaid, David did. Their children were Philander, Joshna, Pliny, 
Hiram, Enoch, Richard, Philo, and laaac, Jr. Philander waa drowned in Lake 
Erie. Joahna went to sea when a lad, waa preaaed into the Britiah aervice, 
eacapcd off the coast of Spain near Cadiz, went to 8onth America, came lioiiio, 
nmrriuil, ami ditMl aUiut IKTiO. IMiny, lliram and Knoch aru dead. Kiuliard 
MuttliMl in Warruii, l*a., and IMiilo and laaac, Jr., settled in Ijouiaiana. Isaac, 
Sr., diotl in Punusyh'ania, aged 05 years. John» the second son of David, 
remained on the old farm in Ashfield and married Nancy Gray; while her 
brother, Jonathan Gray, married Lydia Alden, John's sister. 

John left a numerous posterity in the vicinity, and Lydia was the grand- 
mother of the Gray brothers, now living on the Beaver Meadow farm (21 on the 
map). Rev. John Alden, now living in Providence. R. I., was formerly prin- 
•cipal of the Shelburne Falls Academy, and was the second son of John; Betsey 
married William Ranney; ArmiUa married Aaron Lyon, a brother of Mary 
Lyon; Lacy marrieil Dr. Charles Pnffer, of Colerain; Eunice married Luther 
Ranney; Nancy, Capt William Bassett, and Cyrus, who died about 1842 
His widow now lives at Shelburne Falls. William Ranney and Aaron Lyon 
moved into the State of New York. The wife of John Alden, Sr., died 
in her 42d year, and was buried with her fifteenth child on her arm. He 
afterwards married a Mrs. Gillett, who had a son, Francis, attending school at 
Sanderson Academy while his mother waa living here. He was afterwards 
United States Senator from Connectieut. 

Barnabas Alden, Jr. , a relative of David, came to town later, and settled 
near whore Elisha Wing now lives. 

In February, 1814, the Baptist Church voted to give Bro. John Alden a 
^'iLetter of Recommendation, as having a Gift of Publiok Improvement by 
way of Doctrine." 



TUK AKKABXJBS, 



The first of the Annables who settled in Ashfield was Mr. Samnel Anna- 
ble, Jr. He came from Windham, Conn., where he had resided but a short 
time; Barnstable County, or "The Cape,'* as it was more generally calKnl in 
thuse days, being the place of bis nativity, asi well as that of his wife's family, 
the Dimioks. Freeman's ' ' History of Cape Cod " states that Anthony Annable 
came over in the ship Anns^ in 1G23, with his wife Jane, and daughter Sarah. 
His wife died in 1643 and he married Anne Clarke in 1645. He was a promi- 
nent man, much in public affairs. In September, 1642, he formed a company, 
•of which Miles Standish was captain, to guard against the Indiana. He died 
in 1674. His children were: Sarah, bom in England, married Henry Ewell 
in 163S; Hannah, bom in Plymouth in 1625, married Thomas Freeman in 1645; 
Susanna, born 1630, married William Hatch, Jr., in 1652; Deborah, bora 1637; 
Samuel, born 1646; Desire, bom 1653, married John Darker in 1677. 

Samuel Annable, bom in 1646, married Mchitable Allyn in 1667» and 
died in 1678. His children were Samuel, Jr., bom 1669; Hannah, 1672; John, 
1673, and Anne, 1676. 

Samuel Annable, Jr., bom 1669, married Patience Doggot in 1C95. He 
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died in 1744, and his wife in 17G0, aged 90 years. Their children were: De- 
sire, born 169G; Anne, 1697; Jane, 1G99; Samnel, 1702; Paiienoe, 1705, and 
Thomas, 1708. 

John Annable, bom 1G73, married Experience Taylor, daughter of Edward 
Taylor, in 1092, and had Mebitoble, bom 1C94; Samuel, 1097; John, 1699, 
Cornelius, 1704, and Abigail, 1710. 

Samuel Annable, Sr., bom 1697, was a farmer at Cape Cod. He died in 
1794, aged 97 years. His son, Samuel Annable, Jr., was born in 1717. He 
married Desire Dimmick and settled in Ash field about 176*2, as above noted, 
where he raised his family of eight children. Mr. Aunable, Jr., was a promi- 
nent man in Ashfield many years. Ho resided at No. 15 on the map, a little 
west of the residence of Lient. John Ellis, whose wife was Mrs. Aunable's sis- 
ter. About 1802 Mr. and Mrs. Annable removed to Sompronius, Cayuga Co., 
N. Y., whore some of their children had scttlcil before them, and where Mr. 
Annable died, in 180G, aged 89 years. Mrs. Aunable lived with her s«>u Barn- 
abas until her death in 1818. 

Samuel Annable, Jr.'s children were Mebitable, Thomas, Edward, bom 
1753; Barnabas, Samuel 3d, David, born 1771; Mary or Polly, born 1774, and 
Bcthiah. 

Sept. 14, 1768, Mehitable Annable married Dr. Phineas Bartlett, of Ash- 
field, where they lived, and where both died — Mrs. Bartlett about 1785 and 
Dr. Bartlett in 1800. Their children were Moees, Mabel, Phineas, Jr. and 
Hannah. The last named married a Hall. Closes Bartlett married, had four 
children, and lived in Saline, Michigan. 

Thomas Aunablo never niarriod. He was a school teacher in Ashfield, 
where ho livml and died, llu wan a peculiar character, and said U» hnvo lioeu 
very odd in his ways, but a man of talent and worth. 

Lieut. Edward Annable, son of Samuel, Jr., was bom in Windham, Conn., 
Jnne 22, 1753. He married Jemima, a daughter of Elder Ebeneser Smith, of 
Ashfield, and lived about 50 rods northeast of where Mr. Nelson Drake now 
lives, just north of the present Ashfield line, in the town of Buckland. The 
lot is called the "Annable Lot;" the cellar hole is still pointed out, and tho 
house he occupied was moved off and is now occupied by Mrs. Samuel Hale. 
The lot is about one-half mile from where his wife's father. Elder Ebenexer 
Smith, lived, and the houses in sight of each other. 

A]>out 1802 Lieut. Annable and family removed to Aurelins, Onondaga 
Co., N. y., where he ilied in 1S:IC. The youngost and last survivor of his cbil- 
dren,'Mr. Fernando C. Aunable, of Almena, Mich, died in 1886. For further 
account of Lieut. Edward Annable and his descendants, see page 92. 

Bnniabas Annable, son of Samuel, Jr., married lluth Moon, of Ashfield. 
About 1802 they moved to Sewpronius, Cayuga Co., N. Y. Mr. Barnabas Au- 
nable was a ywy worthy and extremely pious man. He was a great Bible 
student and religious enthusiast— and preacher, a portion of his time. His 
father and mother lived with him in their lat»r years, and he and his wifeM-ere 
greatly devoted to them. After the death of his mother, in 1818, he removed, 
the mxt year, with his family, to Mt. Vernon, Indiana, in the extreme sonth- 
weitern part of the SUto. From Sempronius they went overland to Olcau, 
Cattaraugus Co., N. Y., on the Alleghany River, where they went on rafts 
and flatboati down that river and the Ohio, to their new home in Indiana. 
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There they lived the remainder of their lives. BamAbu Annable died in 1S35,. 
and hi« wife Ruth in 1827. Their children were Electa, Nancy, Samuel, 
Fanny, Bromley, Bartlett, David, Daniel and Enot. Electa Annable married 
Elisha Phillipi, a ion of Vespasian Phillips, of Ashfield, and brother of Abilena 
Phillips, the wife of John Ellis, Jr., of Sempronius (see page 111). Elisha 
Phillips and wife settled in Farmersville, Indiana, in 1818, where they raised 
their family. Two of their sons, Itansom and Moses Phillips, yet live near 
Farmersville, lutl. Each of them has several sons. 

Elisha Phillips was bom in Ash6eld. His parents were VespasitOn Phil- 
lips and Abilena lUslding. Vespanian was a consin of Joshua Phillips, of Ash- 
Held. Klisha Ellis, and Enos and Bromley Annable, went with them to Indiana. 
They all went down the Alleghany and Ohio rivers on boats and rafts. Capt 
EIiMha Ellis, then but 13 years of age, is yet living there (see page liH»). 

Samuel Annable, son of Barnabas, went to Mt. Vemou soon after his 
parents left Sempronins, N. Y. In early life ho was a school teacher. He 
was an unusually bri;;ht and scholarly man. He was bom in Ashfield July 7, 
17U4, married M. W. Davis September 13. 1832, and had one cluld, David D. 
Annable, born October 12, 1840, and now living in Grayville, 111. Mrs. Sam* 
ucl Annable died J.anoary 29, 18U1, and Mr. Annablo married Hannah Kirby 
June 10, 1862. Mr. Samuel Annable died April 4, 1870, in Grayville, where 
he had lived many years. 

Fannie, fourth daughter of Bamabas and Hoth Annable, bom 1812, mar- 
rietl in 1830, in Mt. Vemon, Ind.. Mr. J. C. Wellborn. In 1840 they removed 
to Lafayette Co., Mo., and in 1854 to Sherman, Tex.; and to Pilot Point, 
Denton C -i). , Texas, in 1S()8, whore they now live. She hrnl two sons and three 
daughtem. Her eldest son, D. A. Wellborn, was a strong Union man, and ia 
now a thorough Republican. When the rebellion broke out, in 1801, ho came 
north and enlisted as a private soldier. Before and at the close of the war he 
was a captain in a regiment of which Gen. George Spalding, of Monroe, 
Mich, was the colonel. He is a man of unusnal intelligence and worth. 31r. 
Wellborn, Sr., and the balance of the family, were Democrats. The other 
son, Somnel N. Wellborn, went into the Southern army. He is now dead. 
Mrs. Kannv Amiable Wellborn is in her 77th year, and in vigorous health for 
that age. Pilot Point, where they live, is a thrivinfc place on the Missouri 
Pacilic Railway. 

Kirtlctt Annable, son of Barnabas, went to Texas in 183H. Alwut IS48- 
lie htartud for tlie City of Mexico with a drove of cattle. It is supposed tliat 
he was murdered by the Mexicans, as he has never been heard from tinoe. 

Bromley and Enos Annable, sons of Bamabas, went to Indiana in 1818 
with Elisha Phillips, their brother- in-law. Thoy lived and died in Famior- 
ville, Ind. Bromley had a daughter Rhoda, who married a Mr. Sessions and 
moved to Texas in 1858. She died in 1801. 

Daniel, David and Nancy Annablo, children of Barnabas, removed to Far- 
mersville with their parents in 1819, where they all died, leaving no children. 
Enos had no children. 

S.iniuol Annablo, .*kl, was a son of Samuel, Jr., of Ashlield. He married 
Rebecca Standisb, a daughter of Israel Standish, of Ashfield, a lineal descend- 
ant of Miles Standish, one of the pilgrims who came over in the ^lay flower in. 
1G20. They were married in Ashfiidd, Feb. 4, 1790. Mrs. Rebecca Standish . 
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Annable was a tiiter of Mr. Peleg Standiah, a prominent man, in his day, of 
^Semproniua, K. Y. Mr. Annabla and his wife Rebecoa removed from Ash- 
field about 1800 and settled in Sempronins, where Mr. Annable died, about 
1810. lie hsd no children. 

T)r. David Annabic was bom in Asbfield, February 23d, 1771. He mar- 
ried Lucy Whilin;;, who wnM lN>ni in Crotoii, Conn., May 25tb, 1774. Tlioy 
were married iA 1800 and settled in Moravia, near Sempronius, N. Y. Dr. 
Annable was a physician aud surgeon, and practiced extensively in Scipio, 
Moravia and Semprooius. He died November 23d, 1829. His wife died June 
2d, 1S.51, St Ann Arbor, Mich. Their children, all bom in Cayuga Co., N. Y., 
were Minerva, Whiting, Lucretia, Lucy, and Wealthy Ann. Minerva, bom 
Nov. 13th, 1801, died May 7th, 1851. She married Dwight Kellogg, in Mora- 
via. 1'hoir childrun were Charles, Calvin, Julia, William Honr>', Daniel W. 
ami <i0orgo D. .lulia KeII<»gg uiarriutt llichard Morritt ami lives at liattle 
Creek, Mich. Whiting, bom October 3d, 1802, died at Dubuque, Iowa., Au- 
gust 31st, 1834, leaving no children. 

Lucretia, born November 20th, 1803, died at Ann Arbor, Mich., in 1862. 
She married Dorr Kellogg, and they settled in Ann Arbor, Mich., in 1838. 
He came from Cayuga County, N. Y., on horseback, in 1825, and remained a 
•few weeks, buying some land. He returned in 183G and, in company with hit 
brother, built a mill about 1^ miles up the river from the city, known as the 
McMahon mill, which was burned a few years ago. Since 1874 he had been 
living a retire<l life at the University city. In 1835 he went with a brother to 
Buenos Ayres, South America, being on the water 47 days, the time being the 
shortest that had been made. He had held many responsible offices, having 
been Justice of the Peace, City Collector and City Treasurer. He died in Bat- 
tle Crock, Mich., March 15th, 1884. They had no children. 

Lucy Annabic, bora Mareh 25tb, 1807, lives at Iowa City, Iowa. She 
married Oliver Keynolds, in Ceneva, Cayuga County, N. Y. Their children 
were Julia, Mary and Augusta. Julia Reynolds married L. 8. Saunders, and 
they live at Iowa City, Iowa. 

Wealthy Ann Annable, youngest daughter of Dr. David Annable, was 
•born December 25th, 1808. She married Matthew N. Tillotson October 11th, 
1832. lit. Tillotson was bom February 1st, 1800. They settled in Owoeso, 
Mich., about 1842, where Mr. Tillotson died, March 23d, 1851. Their chil- 
dren were Whiting A , William K., Seth H., Dorr, Lucy A., and Charles N. 
Tillotson. Whiting Annable Tillotson was bora in Sodus, Wayne Co., N. Y., 
Septiimber 3d, 1833. He lives in Detroit, Mich., and is in the fur trade. 
William K., bora November 13th, 1835, in Sodus, N. Y., married Miss Beach 
and lives in Owosso, Mich. They have two sons and two daughters. Mr. T. 
was a Union soldier. Mr. and Mrs Tillotson are prominent and highly re- 
spected people in Owoeso, where they have lived many years. 

Dorr Tillotson was bora in Owosso, where he now lives, September 20th, 
1844. 

Charles N. Tillotson was bora in Owosso, September 24th, 1848. He is 
married and lives in New York city, and is employed in the oHSce of the fin- 
entifie Anuriean, 

Seth H. and Lucy A. Tillotson died in infancy. 

Mrs. Wealthy Ann Annable Tillotson was a widow thirty-fonr yean. 
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She livcil most cif tho time with her son, William K., in Owosso, where the 
died. The writer was acrinainted with her for nearly twenty- live years, and 
can truthrnlly s%y that she was a woman of uncommon intelligence and worth. 
Of her a fri«Mid, in tho local paper {OtroMno /V/vrx), vomniciits as fullown: 

** Aftcraprotractcil illncMS, Mrs. Wealthy Ann Tillotaon tliitil, at th«* vvh\ 
• liMin* of Iter moii, Mr. William K. 'rillotNun, Sntiirdsiy, Sfpt<*iiilN*r r>l.li, (ss'i. 
Sliu.wA.1 iliu widow of Matthew N. Tilluts«in, one of tht> early nvttlurs of Owiimmo, 
and one of its first merchants, lie maintained also for years a promi- 
nent trailing post for Indians. Mrs. Tillotson was a v^ry useful, active 
and |Mipnlnr woman in society in her vigorous days — one of tbe old 
pionuor Ktock that ** pushed things "in the early times of Owos«o, aihl lii-r 
nlhicnce and work wcro felt in the community. She was a true (Miriatian 
woman, an early menilier fif t!ie M. K. Church in this city, and alMo a hrarty 
«*o o|it*r:il«ir Willi otlior donominatiouii in (Mirislian ami IumicvoIimiI work. The 
«»iti*em in which she was held hy our ohlcr citi/.ens, who knew her in her days 
of viv;or and public usefulness, was manifested by the large atiendauce of 
prominent citizens at the funeral services, which took ]dace at the residence 
Monday afternoon. Uev. Mr. Wilson, of tho CHini^regational Church, of which 
church, we underst*iud, she was of late years a member, ollinistetl. There 
wem beautiful llowers and floral designs placed ujmu tho casket — tributes of 
love to this esccllent woman. 

*' Wealthy Ann Annablc began to teach school at the early age of fifteen. 
Later she finished her education at a yount: ladies' seminary, after which she 
continued to teach until her marriage with Mr. Matthew Norton Tillotson. 
Mr. Tillotson was a merchant at Sodus, N. V. In ISSG, with the tide of emi- 
gration setting westward, Mr. Tillotson and bis little family came into the 
Territory t»f Michigan and settled at Ann Arbor. A few years later thoy came, 
pioneers, into Owosso, then oply a trading post. Mr. Tillotson opened a store 
where Mr. Mcltain's clothing store now stands, and became famous among the 
Indians of this region as " Bekanoga," the oheap trader. Mr. Tillotson died 
in 1851. The eldest sons, William and Whiting* oontinned in business and 
cared for their mother and younger brothcn. Dorr and Charles, till the break- 
ing out of the war, when William and Dorr enlisted in the army and Whiting 
moved to Detroit. This sc]»aratioa of the family and anxiety for her soldier 
boys, though she with true Christian patriotism bade them obey their country's 
call, so wore upon their mother thai she never again recovered her health or 
former exubersnce of spirits. Mrs. Tillotson's rare social qnalitics, tempered 
by a most lovely Christian character, endeared her to a large circle of friends 
in the chnrch and comnmnity. She was keenly alive to every plan for doing 
good; in her home she was ever mild, gentle, and loving; her presence has 
been a benefaction upon the grandchildren, and in tho years to come how often 
will her sons, with their children, 'rise up and call her blessed.' " 

Polly Annable (also called Mary and Molly) was a dsu^ter of Ssmuel An- 
nable, Jr., of Ashfield. She wss bom in 1774 and married Dea. Dimick Ellis. 
They lived at 14 on the map, page 328. For further account of her see 
page IIG. 

Bethiah, youngest child of Samuel Annable, Jr., was bom in Ashtield 
about 1776. She never married. She lived %rith her brother Barnabas, and 
went to Indiana with him and his family, where she died. 
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AcconliDg to tlio records of Aihfield Anna Annable was married Decem- 
ber Otli, 1778, to Pclatiah Phillips. No other account of ber is found, and it is 
not known whether she was a daughter of Samuel Annable, jr., of Ashfield, or 
not. 

(In an old letter, written in 1804, by Mrs. Desire Annable, wife of Samuel 
Annablc, Jr., then living in Sempronius, N. V., and directed to her daughter 
Polly, wife of Deacon Dlmlck Ellis, of AshSeld, she mentions Thomas Annable 
as an uncle of Mra. Ellis. Hence it is an error on p&ge 3GC, where Thomas is 
given as a Aon of Samuel Annable, Jr. It seems that he was his hrot?ier.) 



THE IIAKTLKTTS. 

Dr. Phineas Bartlett, a son of Rev. Moses Bartlett, was born in 1745, at 
Chatham, now Portland, Conn. , on the place now occupied by Wm. H Bart- 
lett, Esq. 

He settled at Ash field in 17G6, and at the age of 21 began the practice of 
his profession, which after a few yean became extensive and lucrative; and 
ho earned and enjoyed the esteem of the community which he served. 

He was quite active and prominent in the public affairs uf the township; 
was for many years its clerk and treasurer, and was permitted to witness a 
rapid and large increase in iUi i»u])ulation, which increase was from about 300 
at the time of his arrival, to nearly 1,800 at the d%te of his death, Oct. 20, 
17011, at the age of 54 years. The manner of his death was by falling from 
his horse in a Ht, while on a visit to patients in a distant part of the town, 
after which he lived but an hour. 

He married, Sept. 14, 1708, Mehitable, daughter of Samuel Annable, Jr. 
She died Oct. 31, 1780, aged 30. He married (second) March 20, 1781, Sarah 
Ballard. She died Jan. 9, 1832, %i^ 81. His children were Mehitable, born 
Nov. 14, 17C9; Moses, born May 22, 1772. He married, Feb. 1, 1801, Persis, 
daughter of Thos. Ranney, of Ashfield. Hannah, born Aug. 13, 1778; Lydia, 
bom Jan. 17, 1782. She died June 14, 1807. Phineai, bom Aug. 8, 1783, 
hamcas maker; settled at Conway, where ho became a leading and inllu* 
ential citizen; hold various oflHoes; had a family and died in old age. Jerasha, 
born April 31, 1785; Horatio, bom Oct. 8, 1780; remained in Ashfield and 
died Feb. 23, 183G; unmarried. William, bora Jan. 7, 1793; went to central 
New York, where he became a leading man; was member of State Assembly 
and Senator, and one of the Court Judges. 

About 1770, and later, three of Dr. Bartlett's brothers came to Ashfield 
to reside, one of whom, Capt. Samuel, wm a leading cittzon here, and repre* 
seuted the town in the General Court in Boston. 

It is probable that Moses, son of Dr. Phineas Bartlett, soon after his 
marriagtf in ISOl, lived for a time in Somprunius, K. Y., and afterwanls in 
S.aliiic, .Mich., whore ho raised a largo family and died at an advanced ago. 

The Bsrtletts were an influential people in Ashfield, and took an active 
part during the Revolution in aid of the iudoiicndonoo of tho (Colonies. 



Digitized by 



Google 



37* 
THE 1IELI>INGS. 

Two of t)ic early families in A«h field wore thoee of Samuel Belding, of 
Decrlielfl, and Cbenezer Beldioff, Sr., of Hattittld. U is not known wliother 
thoy were relatives, but probably they were cousins, or if not, then more 
remotely connected. 

1. William Belding, of Wcthersfield, Conn., in 1646 removed to Nor* 
walk ; married a Thomasine. 

Oliiluren: Samuel, July 20, 1647 of Xorwalk, 1734; Daniel, Nov. 20. 164S 
(2); John, Jan. 0, 1650; Susanna, Nov. 5, 1651; Mary, Feb. 20, 1653; Nathan- 
icl, Nov. 14, 16M. 

t!. Daniel Belding, son of WillUm. (1) b. 1648; of Hartford, 1671; of 
Dccrtield, 1GS6; lived on No. 10. Sept. 17, 1696, a great part of his family 
was killed or captured by Indians. He was a leading man in town, and d. 
Aug. 14, 1731. M., Nov. 10, 1670, Elisabetli dau. of Nath'l Foot, of Weth.; 
she was k. Sept. 16, 1696; (2) Feb. 17, 1699, Hepzibah (Buel), wid. of Lieut. 
Thomas Wells; she was cap. Feb. 29, 1704, and k. on the route to Canada, . 
aged 54; (3) Sarah, dau. John Hawks, wid. of Philip Mattoon; she d. Sept 
17, 1751, a. 94. 

Children: William, Dec. 26, 1071, (3), Richard, Mar. 29, 1672; Klizbeth, 
Oct. 8, 1673; m. Ebenezer Brooks; Nathaniel, Jan. 26, 1675; cap. Sept. 15, 
1696; d. Aug. 21, 1714; Mary« Nov. 17, 1677; m. 1698, James Trowbridge; 
Daniel, Sept. 1, 1680; k. Sept. 16, 1696; Sarah, Mar. 15, 1682; m..Mar. 27, 
1702, Hcnj. Burt; cap. 1704; Hester, Sept. 29. 1683; cap. Sept. 16, 1606, not 
after heard from; Abigail, Mar. 10, 1686; d. June25, 1696; Samuel, Apr. 10, 
1687; woundeil 1696, (4); John, June 24, 1689; d. the next day; Abigail, 
Aug. 18, 1600; wounded 1696; d. before 1732; John, Feb. 28, 1693; k. 1696; 
Thankful, Dec. 31, 1695; k. 1696. 

3. William Belding, son of Daniel (2) b. 1671; rem. to Nor^ralk, 1725; 
m. May 2, 1700, Margaret, dau. Wm. Arms. 

Children: Margaret, Feb. 10, 1701; m. Dec 17, 1719, Nathaniel Stoffon, 
of Norwalk; Daniel, Sept. 14, 1702, (5); Elizabeth, Nov. 10, 1704; Thankful, 
Feb. 9, 1707; d. Aug. 26, 1717; Mary, June 25, 1709; Abigail, Jan. 4, 1711; | 
Ruth; Jan. 18, 1713; Miriam, Nov. 11, 1714; Esther, Oct. 11, 1716; Thank- j 
fnl, Oct. 5, 1718; Sarah, Aug. *^, 1721; Azor, Deo. 10, 1723. j 

4. Samuel Belding, sou of Daniel, (2) b. 1687; d. Dec. 14, 1750; m. Feb. ! 
26, 1724, Anna Thomas; she d. Dec. 13, 1724; (2) Sept 26, 1726, EUzabeth, ; 
dan. Nathaniel Ingram, of Had.; alive in Hatfield in 1761. ] 

Children: Samuel, Apr. 1, 1729, (6); Elizabeth, Nov. 1, 1731, m. Jan. 24, ' 
1751, Seth Hawks; John, Aug. 15, 1734; Daniel, June 17, 1737; d. Aug. 27, 
1743, and Prob. Lydia, who m. Joseph MitchelL 

5. Daniel Belding, son of William, (3) b. 1702. In the spring of 1744, 
"his brethren, with six horses, came up after him," from Norwalk, and that 
is the last heanl of him here; m. Feb. 22. 1727, Esther, dau. Samuel Smith, 
of Hatfield. 

Children: Father. Nov. 1, 1727; Daiiiol, July 10. 1729, d. Jan. I, 1730; 
Patiicl. Dec. IS. 1730; d. Jan. 21, 1731; Sarah, Jan. 27, 1732; Eunice, Dec. 
5, 1734; Abigail, Dec. 12. 1736; Margaret, Feb. 16, 1739; William, Jan. 22, 
1741; Miriam, May 14, 1743. 

(Tlio alHivu account of the Beldinc's is taken from Hon. Geo. Sheldon's 
genealogical reports in the Greenfield Sazette and Courier for July, 1887.) 
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G> Samuel Hehliiiif, son of Samuel (4), born 1729, was a resident of Deer- 
field previous to his locating in Ashfield, or Iluntstown, as it was then callecl. 
He wan tbe first town clerk in 17(>5, when the town was incor|K>rAte(1 as 
AsbfieM. He scttletl at tlic four ':ornuni--inarkeil 1 on the nia]i, paj^e :t2S — 
whcro Kicharil Kllis made the first settlement in tlic town. It is ])robab]e 
that Mr. IVMiii^; pinvliuMtMl IIiin farm ttf Itirhart) KMin. Kroni n'cnnlN ^iv4»ii 
on \mi*v. .HMi, it in prtibalih) that Mr. IU*lilin^ wan a iiianufarlnrrr of ro|N*M aw 
well AM a fanner. Me niarried, .Inno 2S, t?*")'!, Mary« «lau^hter of .loMopli 
Miti'hel, of Dcerlield, wlio afterwards kept tavern in Atiblield, at 17 on Un« map. 

<'hildren of Sninm'l and Mary Holdinj;: Daniel, l»orn dnne 17, I7ril; 
John, I>ee. 17, 17."»i»; -Mary, March 3. HM; Mercy, Nov. •iS», MM); niarrie.1 
Sept. «», 17S1. Aziiriah Coolcy ; Esther, April 18, 1761; Saoiucl, .)r., Nov. 2ti, 
17(»*if (died yonn^); Ascnctb, Feb. IM), 17G4; lx>uisa, June (», 17<»r); Samuel, 
Jr., Nov. 10, 17<i7; Klizabeth, Jan. 7, 1770, and Aaron. July 21. 1774. Manicl 
Helding born I7M ; scttletl in Sbolbnm, Mass. 

John lielding, born 175G, married, July 15, 1784, Priscilla Waite, and 
livcti on tlie old farm of 'his father's at Ko. 1 on the map, page ^28, where he 
raised a large family. He died in 1839, and his wife near the same time, very 
aged and resftoctcd people. Their children wero: Aaron, Moses, Jieubeii, 
iCsthcr, Submit, David, Tiborius (sec page 1G9) and Hiram. 

Hiram Holding, youngest son of John, married Mary Wilson, stepdaugh- 
ter of Deacon Dimick Kllis. of Ashfield. They remained on the old place at 
Nob 1, where they raised their family of six childrou. About 1855. Mr. 
Hiram Delding removed to Otisco, Mien., and purchase<l what is now tbe site 
of Belding in that township. He died there sonio years later. Mrs. Miry 
Belding is still livinf, at an advanced sge, most of the time ^vith her son 
Hiram H., in Chicai^. Her four sons (see pa;»e 117) constitute the firm of 
extensive manufacturers of silk thread and cloths. One of their large fac- 
tories is located at Bcldin^;, besides which they have recently erected a laryce 
brick and stone hotel building and opera house. The Bolding Broe. have 
other large manufacturing interests in Belding, at well as an extensive farm 
adjoining the village. They reside at follows: David Wilson Belding, in 
Cincinnati, Ohio; Milo M., in New York city; Hiram H., in Chica^, HI., and 
Alvah N., Rockville, Conn. Their youngest brother. Prank, died in New 
York city in the fall of 1887, and was buried at Belding, Mich. Their 
ouly sister, Jennie, married Mr. Jerome Vincent, a farmer nuar Belding. She 
died about 1875, leaving two sons. The Blessrs. Belding often visit Ashlield, 
their native town, and take much interest in its prosperity. Some of them, 
with their families, usually pass the hot season on the Plain. 

Mr. Hiram H. Belding usually si>cnds the summers in Belding with his 
family, where he has a large farm and commodious buildings. Of the other 
sons and daughters of Mr. Samnel Belding the writer has no further 
account. 

Of Mr. John Belding's children, David married and lived on the old fann 
in a liouse situated about 20 rods south of No. I, where his father lived. One 
of his daughters, Jennie, married a Baptist clergyman, and they now reside 
at Shelburne Falls. 

Submit Belding, daughter of John, married Elder John Liscomb. In 
t)*«*.ir old age they lived with his son, Horace Liscomby one of the earliest set< 
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tiers ill OtiMco. They died ftbout 1855. Mr. Horace Lisoomb has a farm two 
miles west of lioldiug, where he lives a hale and hearty old gentleman of KO 
ycani or over. 

One of Mr. John lielding s daughters married a Mr. Putney, uf Ashflcld. 
Of their children, Mr. Charles Putney has lived at Belding, Mich., ahout 30 
yviiVH p:u«t. I III inn |iroiniii««nt ninu tlioru, and an anient NU|)|NtrL<*r of lh«i 
(Mii-iMliaii iTlinivh hi lirliling, of whicli himsuirnnd wife are nicmlH*m. 

Another kuii (hntiliur of i'h:ii-lcs), Nttrnian Putney, has lived in Ionia, 
Mii'h., for iii.iiiy yitiuti. 

IK'aoon KlMriic/.er Holding, Sr., \v;ii an early settler in Ashfiuld. lie 
w;iH hoiii llatiicld, a town uhout '20 miles suuthc:ut of AshKelil. The writer 
};vtH Init littK* acconnt of him, except what is given in K«.v. Mr. Sheiiard's 
skcii-hi'M, |Ki«;e '2'*X llu live«l at the ititc marked II on the map. In the 
ol«l liiiryiiig j^nmnd at 7, there is an ancient looking hoadntone marked '* K. 
I>., I77(>." It in ]>resumed that this stone marks his grave. 

KUiiexcr Kelding, Jr., (son of the above) married Jenezer Ingram. They 
lived at No. 11, where they rsisetl children as follows: Kbenezer, born Aug. 
2:t, 170!); Abigail, Sept. '2, 1771; Nathaniel, June 2'!, 1774, and Asher, born 
Jan. 20. 1777. Asher married Sylvia KIlis (see page 117). Of the others no 
further account is found. In the early settlement of Aslilield, and up to 
.ilMmt IS-lt), the lichlings were numerous there, but the writer is infonncd 
that none of that name now live in the town. Most of them went " west " 
as they reached manhood. 



THK KLAIKR-S AND LILLIKS. 

Samuel Elmer, before the Revolution, settled where Geo. B. Church now 
lives. Most of the Elmers in this vicinity are his descendants. One of his 
daughters, Kesiab, married Ebeneier Smith, Jr., son of Elder Ebenezer. She 
and her husband settled at Stockton, N. Y., in 1815 (see page 9G). 

Of the Lillies, David, Silas, Samuel and Jonathan, all Stafford people, 
mentioned in the old records, only Jonathan left descendants. Dsvid and 
Silas owned laud on the Plain, and .Fonathan, in 17(»4, bought of Jonathan 
Sprague, of Muntstown, for .i'lOO, lot No. Ul, with a dwelling house thereon 
standing; als<i all rights iiehmging to No. 32, of undivided land. l^otNo. Gl 
was woit of whore Henry Lilly now lives, and was where Jonathan settled. 
All rights lielonging to No. 32, meant one sixty-thinl part 4)f the tlion unsur- 
vcycd part of the township. 

«lonathaii Litlie served four years in the French war, and was in the 
licvolutionary war. He h:ul seven children, snd left numerous deitcundantA 
in this vicinity. 

Alonxo Lilly, of Newton, a grand-son of Jonathan, has been a liberal 
benefactor to the public institutions of this, his native town. 



TllK rL4>\VKlt«i. 

Major Lamrock Flower was an early settler in AshHeld. He M'as bom iu 
Connecticut iu 1720. His wife was a Goodwin, of West Hartfonl, sister of 
Uriah r»iM>dwin, of Ashlicld. The Hrst of the Flower family in Now England 
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WM Lamrock Flower, born in England About ICGO. Tbe "American College 
of Genenlogical Registry " atates tbat he was probably a ion of Capt. Wil- 
liam Flower and grandson of Sir William Flower, of Whitwell, England. 

Lamrock Flower, bom ICGO, emigrated to America, and was in Hartford, 
Conu., where he married in IGSO. He had eight children, four sons: Lam- 
rock, born 1CS9; John, 1G95; Francis, 1700, and Joseph, 170G. Lamrock, 
born IGSO, had two children: Elijah, bom 1717, and Dinah, bora 1714. John 
Flower, born 1G95, M'as probably the father of Major Lamrock Flower, of 
AshHeld. Major Flower lived across the road from Deacon Dimick Ellis, at 
No. 13 on the map, in the gambrcl- roofed house where Mr. Joshua Hall now 
lives. He was a prominent man in Ashfield, and raised several children. Ho 
died Jan 8, 1816, aged 05 years. His children were Hannah, tii1d.ad, Lam- 
rock, Jr., and others. 

Hannah Flower married, it was said. Major William Flower, of Ashfield, 
and their son Phineas resided there until about 1840, when he removed to 
Phelps, K. Y., where he died many years ago. " Unole Phiu's" sons, James 
B. and Chester, now live in Greeley, Colorado. Mr. Chester Flower, bom in 
Ashfield about 1812, always lived there until in the autumn of 1887, irhen he 
went to Colorado. Calvin was also a son of Phijieas. 

Bildad Flower, son of Major Lamrock, was bora about 1750. He married 
and had two daughters, Ruth, who married Jesse Ranney, of Ashtield, and 
Amanda (see page 111), who married Edward Ellis, and second. Rev. Lyman 
Forbush, of Semproniua, N. Y. 

Capt. l.Amrock Flower, son of Major Lamrock, was bora in Ashfield, 
where he raised a family of several ehild.-en: Uhuda, Kumina (see ps^es 152 
and 154), llorace ami others. Mr. Jioracu or Horatio Flower runiovotl to 
Otisco, Mich., about 1850, and later to Muir, where he died. One of his sons 
now lives at Muir, in the jewelry trade. Lonisa, a daughter of Horace, mar- 
ried Mr. Volney Belding (see page 18G). 

The Flowers, of Connecticut, and their posterity were numerous. 

Hon. Roswell P. Flower, of New York city, a Democratic |>oliticiau of 
note and prospective candidate for the Presidency, is a descendant of the Con- 
necticut branch. He is said to be one of the most charitable of New York 
millionaires. He was born in Theresa, N. Y, in 1835. His father was Nathan 
Munroo Flower, of Oak Hill, N.' Y., bora in 179G, a son of Elijah Flower, of 
New Hartford, Conn., bom 1750, who was a son of Elijah Flower, born in 
Hartford, Conn., in 1717, a son of J^mrock Flower, of Hartford, born 1089, 
who was a son of Lamrock Flower, of Whitwell, England, bora about KHiO, 
and who settled in Hartford, Conn., previous to 168G, as above. 



TIIK CHAPIMS. 

Nathan i*hapin was a descendant of Samuel, who settled in Springfield 
in )G42, and wlittsc statue has recently boon erected on one uf the parka of 
that city. 

There is u legend current among Nathan's |M>9terity here that he was one 
of the guard sent to Hunts town, and that while hero he fell in love with 
Chileab Smith's oldest daughter, Mary, and married her in 1757. After liv- 
ing here a number of years he moved back to Springfield, where several of his 
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chiMrcii were bum. AfterwArds he returned to *A«hficld, where he spent 
the rent of hit life. He lived ftt OQe time at or near 32 [see map, page 32S], 
owning quito a tract of land tu the northeast of this, on which he probably ; 
lived for many years. He was a Revolutionary soldier, and waa taken pria- 
uner at the battle of Ticundcroga, but escaped in a short time with nine others. 
He was one of the selectmen as early as 17G4 and 'GS. One of his daughters 
married Samuel Klmcr, 2d, father of Erastus Elmer, now living in this town 
at thd age of 90 years. Nathan's spn, Japhet, was a justice of the peace for 
many years, and in the southeast part of Buckland. He was the father of 
Lttthcr, now living iu this town, who has in his possession a diary kept by 
his father, from which this extract i^ made from the year 1S3I : 
** May 4. — Raised the Baptist meeting-house in Huckland. 
May 5. — Raised the Baptist meeting-house in Ashtield, moved down 
from the hill." Moved from 34 to 35, see page 333. 



TUE DI.MICKS. 



Lieut. John Ellis and Samuel Annable, Jr., residents of Ashfield, married 
sisters^ Mary (or Molly) and Desire Dimick (see pages 78 and 360). They 
were from "the Cape/' or Barnstable Co., Mass., where the Dimicks were 
numerous. 

The first of this family in New England was Elder Thomas Dymiick, as 
the uttuw WiiH then fpolkul. Uv died in ItSriS, Iciviug ii wifo, .\unie, and mov- 
oral children: Eliza, John, Mehi table and Shubacl. The latter, Shubael, born 
IG44, married Joanna Bursley in IGG3, and had Thomas, John, Timothy, Shu- 
bael, Joseph, Mchitablc, Benjamin, Joanna and Thankful. Shubael, bom 
1673, married Tabitha Lothrop, and had five children: David, Samuel, Shui> 
bad, Joaima and Mehi table. 

Joseph Dimick, born 1075, married Lydia Fuller in lOUll, and had Thomas, 
Bethiah, Mehitable, Ensign, Ichabod, Abigail, Pharaoh and David. 

General .1o:ieph l^imick, a lineal descendant of Elder Thomas Dimick. was . 
bom in 1734, and died in 1822. At the opening of the Revolution he took a 
derided stand on the side of liberty. He was early a professor of religion , 
and ever maintained a consistent Christian life. Hit married Mary Moi};gs in 
1759. Their children were Bra«ldook, J*rince, Martha, Temperance, Mary, 
Joseph, Anselni, William and Tabitha. Hon. Braddock Dimick, bom 1701, [ 
was many years a member of the State Legislature, and a deACon in thi* (*on- , 
gregational Church for 35 years. Ho died iu 1845. His son, \Villt.am K.. now 
lives iu Falmouth, Mass. 

Lieut. I^t Dimick, brother of («en. Joseph Dimick, was a most daring 
soldier durint; the Uovtdution. Ho was of a party who captured a liritish 
brig, a valuablu pri/e, in Nuutuckct harbor. It is said that "he handU'd his 
gun so as to make sure to get two Britishers in range." On his tomliKtimc is 
written: '* Ku merited tiic noblest of mottoes — An Honest Man." Uv dietl in 
1810, aged SO years. 

Charles, Edward and Constant Dimick, of Barnstable, were probably 
brothers of Desire and Iklolly, of Ashfield. 
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TBK LTONR. 

Aaron Lyon, Sr., and Mary, bis wife, probably came to town in 1764. 
Tbey lettled on Lot 44, and tbere is little doubt tbat be built tbe bonae where 
Arnold Smith now lives. 4G. Tbcy joined tbe CongregfttionAl church by let- 
turs from Stur)»n<1ge, Nov. 17, 1704, hut in 1707 joined the Baptist church 
uii'icr Killer KlnMie/ur Smith. Tlu^y had live sons and five daughters. Of 
these, Nathan scttlcil in liaptist C'urncr, Aaron 2(1, locatdl just over the line 
in Itmtkland, and David continued on the home farm until bis death hy drown- 
ing (pagu *i05). In 1784, Aaron, tir,, married Jemima Shcpard, daughter of 
Deacon isnac Shcpani, who lived at 5N, just over the hill from where Aaron, 
tIr., lived. Her mother was .feminm Smith, dangliler of Cbileab, 8r. 

The young cmipic moved into thuir little houHc about half a mile noKh 
of AKhfield line into Ihickhuid. Here ficveral children M'cre lioni previous to 
17*^7 wlien Mary Lyon was Ihihi. y\aron, Jr., died in I8<)2, whi*n Mai7 was 
live ycai-M old. .Mnry attended the district schools in liuckland iind Ashlield, 
and the Sanderson Academy on the Plain. The story of the life of this won- 
derful woman has been toM hy several authors,* and is familiar to most 
people. The little house where she was horn has gone to decay ; the cellar 
and chimney foundation, ])artially grassed over, remain. There is a very 
large Ixtuhlcr . jiuit west of the old cellar, and into the si<lc of this rock is 
cementotl a bronxc tablet, bearing this inscription: 

MAUY LYON, 

THE rOUKDBH OF THV 

mo it nt holyokk 8em1nary, 
^ was isorn hbub, 
Frb. 28, 1797. 

Hundreds of people every year visit this secluded spot, and at tbe road 
corners, within several miles, are placed guide boards, giving the direction and 
distance to the *' Birthplace of Mary Lyon."— [See page 2:%.] 

Her brother, Aaron Lyon, 3d, moved to Stockton, N. Y. Two of her 
sisters married Klisha Wing, of Asblield; l^vina married Daniel Putnam, of 
Huckland. Electa, who is remeuil»ered by some of our oldest people as an 
excellent schoolteacher, went to Stockton. None of the Lyon jMsterity bear- 
ing that name aro now in town, but are found in the Wing and Klmrr families. 
Mary's mother, for her second husband, married Deacon Jonathan Taylor, of 
Asblield. 

Deacon David Lyon, who was drowned in 1827, bad seven children. 
One of his sons, Marshall Lyon, married a Sherman and removeil to Oirard, 
Kric Co., I*enn., about IK34, where tboy raised a family. Kuuice, one of their 
daughters, married Dr. (jeorge Ellis, of North SpringAeld, Pa. (sec psge 238). 
Other children of Marshall Lyon were Elvira, married Marshall Pengra, and 
lived at Juda, Wis. Washburn lives at Union City, Erie Co., Pa.; David at 
Platca, KrieCo., Pa. ; Sophia, Betsey, Josiah and Minerva, who married Henry 
Howard, of Irving, Barry Co., Mich. Marshall Lyon died in (>irard in Jan. 
18b'0, and bis wife Aug. 16, 1875. Children of David and BeUay (Washburn) 

•See *'Ufs of Marf Ljon," hj Dr. Edwsrd Hltclicock; •• Reeollcctions of hturj 
Lyon/' bj Mi»s Fisks, she ** Life of Mary Ljon/' pablUhcd by American Trsct Society. 
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Lyon: BetMy, Achtah, Davids Marshall, Sally, Hepztbeth and Aaron. 
Betsey married Eli Gray; Achsah m. Amna Hall; Sally m. Constant Dimick; 
Marshall ra. Chloe Sherman, daughter of Caleb and Eunice (Baeon) Shermaui 
of Conway, Mass. Their children were: Joseph, John, William, Caleb, Orra, 
Chloe, Lydiaand Riinico Sherman. Marsliall Lyon and (/hltic Shcriiiaii were 
uiarricil in Cimwuy, Apr. !!0, \H\H, Tlioy wvro the paruats of twelve children, 
five of whom arc now living. 



TlIK rilllXIfSICS. 

Of all the families of AahlichI, whether in early or later times, the Phil- 
lipsi'M wcro thy mimt numeriuiM. j 

111 (hi* }t«'ltlciiiciit of the tiiwii ill 17*4*>, 'rhiima!! rhillipM, mm of <'ai»tain | 
John rhiilipii, of Kantou, .M;iss., was the second settler, his brother in law, I 
Uiehard Ellis, being the Hrst. Thomas married in or near Kaston. lie and ' 
his wife, Katharine, Jivetl at Deertield a time previous to settliu^i; in A:dilicld. 
He was bvrn in E;i*iton, Jan. *jr>, 1712. Ho located in Ashlield at No..'<*Jon the 
map (pa){c 1128), or possibly his first cabin, as many of tho dwcUiiii^ were 
then c:illc«l, was about SO rods farther south, and at or near the Kllis and 
Phillips fort, No. :{0. 

Capt. .lolin Phillips, of Easton, father of Thomas, M'as a soldier in IGOO 
ill an expedition undertaken by the Colonies for the reduction of Quebecy 
Canada. For this service he became entitled, abont 40 years afterwards, to 
" Rights " of land in what is now Ashlield. Undoubtedly this fact is what 
le«l 'Hiomas Phil]i|>s and Richard Ellis, a son-in-law of Capt. John Phillips, to 
seek homes in this then wilderness region. 

Of Capt. John Phillips, of Easton, it is said that he was a man of unusual 
ability ami iutegrity of eharactor. He was one of the earliest settlers in 
Kaston in U>04. He removed from Weymouth, J^Iass., to Easton, with his 
wife, Ulixaboth Drake, daui^htcr of Thomas and sister of Henjamin Drake, 
residents (»f Weymouth, who sottloil in Easton about 1700. Capt. Phillips 
was a pnimiiient man in tho early town hist(»ry, and was the first town clerk, 
serving for twelve years. In bis bold handwriting is found on the reconls of 
Easton the marriage of his daughter, Jean, to Richanl Kllis in 1728. and tho 
names and date of birth of seven of their children. The writer is greatly 
indebte<l to Rev. Wm. L. Chalfin, of Easton, for these reports, without which 
he could have made little or no progress in tracing the descendants of Richard 
Ellis. (Mr. Chaffin has searched the records of Easton thoroughly, and has 
lately pnblisheil a volume of over 800 pages of tho history of that town). 

Capt. John Phillips is noted as the Hrst person in F^tou who held a com* 
mission as captain. He was a son of Richard and Elizabeth ( Packer) Phillips, 
and grandson of Nicholas Phillips. 

Capt. .lohn Phillips' children were John, Jr., William, Ex]>cricnco, Sam- 
uel, .)oshu.i. ('alcb, Jean (or .lauo), Thomas niid Uiehanl (sec page 10). 

John, Jr., was bom at Weymouth in 1G92. He died in Easton in 1758. 
His son. Deacon Ebcnczer I'hillipi, livc«l there after him. Samuel, sou of 
Capt John, was bom 1702, He married Damsris Smith, of Taunton. He 
lived and died in Easton, and his son, Samuel, also. 



Digitized by 



Google 



378 

WilHain Pbillijis, ion of Capt. John, was born about l(i()5. He was a 
carpenter, and built aiul owned a taw mill in Kaston. 

A f(.'w yean after the •cttloinent of Ashlicld there were Jonliua, Caleb 
and Kichurt) Thillips'H naniesi «)n the town rcconlv. J t in not now ecrtnin whether 
thvHo were all sonii of Capt. •lohn, of KaMton, or not. Ihm'uver, Huuh is prob- 
ably the fact, as Thomas and Jane (Richard Ellis's wife), children of Capt 
John, had become permanent residents there, which would naturally Icail 
others of their kin tc the same locality. Jean or Jane, daughter of (^apt. 
John IMnlli'im, of J:«aston, married Aichard Ellis, the first settler in Ashlield 
(sec* page IG). 

Thomas Phillips, Br., son of Capt. John, was bom in Easton, Jan. 25, 
1712. He lived in Deerfield for a time, and then followed Mr. Ellis to Ash- 
field about 1745, where he remained the rest of his life. His children were: 
Philip, born Feb. 3, 173U (one account gives the year as 1738); Simeon, April 
15, J742; Chanty, Oct. 10. 1744; Thomas, Jr., June 7, 1747; Eli/Jtbeth, Oct. 
31, 1749; Sarah, 1752, and Caleb? 

Of Thomas Phillips, Sr's, children, Capt. Philip Phillips was the eldest, 
and in his time one of the most prominent men of Ashlield. It is said that 
his mother died when he was a babe, but it seems that his father married 
again, for the Congregational Church records say that Thomas Phillips and his 
wife, Catharine, were among the fifteen members that first formed that church 
in 17.G3, and that she died in 1775. When Thomas, Sr., settled in Ashfield, 
there came with him a colored man, Heber (Honestman), by name, and his 
wife. It is said that this colored woman was a nurse for the childreu, and in 
return fur her and her husban«Vs kitidmws, tboy wore taken care of by Capt. 
Philip l'hilli[ie in their old a^. Ileber occupio<l a cabin at 2!l, just north «»r 
Capt. Phillips, a short distance above the spring. According to the old Con- 
gregational records, Heber joined that boily at its formation in 1703, and died 
in 17G8, agetl G7 years. 

<^apt. Philip Phillips lived at 28 on the map, on the southwejt eomor of 
lot No. 1. He afterwards moved 1(X) rods north and located on the corner at 
2C, where he built a lai^e frame house. He was a Justice of the Peace, 
Selectman, and represented the town in the State Legislature. He married 
Mercy, daughter of Joshua Philiii>s, of Dighton, Mass., a tom-n aliout 15 miles 
south of Kaston, She was born in 1737. and died Oct. 15, 1815. She was a 
sister of Richanl Phillips, a resident of Asl\field, and of Abiather, Samuel 
and JoKliua Philliiw, of l>i|;lit4m. One of her sisters inarriod a Truosdale, and 
the other a Dwelly. 

Capt. PhUlips died in Ashfield Aug. 10, 1800. He had 13 chUdren, 11 
sons and two daughters. Each of his sons were over six feet tall, and formed 
a plattMm or military company, in which the father took great pride in exhib- 
iting at trainings and on other public occasions. The names of Capt. Phillips's 
cliildren were Elijah, born 1759; Abner, 17U0; Lemuel, 17l»2; Philip, Jr., 1704; 
David, 1700; Simeon, 1708; Israel, 1770, Joshua, 1771; Abiather, 1773; 
Samuel, 1775; IJscomb, 1777; Hannah, 1779, and Anna, 17S2. 

Elij.ah Philliin, born Feb. 14, 1750, ni.irricd ('yntliia (.oodwin, of Ash- 
lield, and rcmoveil to West Virginia, where he died in 1840. They had 17 
children. Elijah, Jr., married Fannie Rude, and had a family of 10 children, 
some of whom live in Huckland, Mass., with their descendants. Mabel mar- 
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riccl Hlias Forlica, or Korlmsh, of Aahficld. Ansel, Abicxer, More/, Kiisobia, 
Lyinaii, Cyiitliia, SamAnthu, iJelia married Cliai Terry, ami once lived in Kre- 
donia, X. V. Kdwiii, Lydia, Jouatliati and othom died young, all chiUlron of 
Klijali, Sr. Ilia tlcHcrmlaiiU in Wo^it Virginia took an active ]iart in the 
I'nioii army in tliv j^rcat Uubollion. They were noted for ilaring bravery. 
One (if Mercy's sous w.-ia a captain, and bad 14 Phillips' relatives in bis com- 
pany. Tbcy lived at Froncb Creek, and did noble service during tbc war. 

Abncr Phillips, born March 25, i7C0, died in Ashfield, Nov. '.Ni. IS'J!). 
lie uiarricil Molly Cransun, and hail five children. 

Lemuel Phillips, born Nov. 2G, 17G2, married »Sarah Cransonf or Cranston, 
and had 11 children. He died April 28, 1S43, in Ashfield. It is stated that 
he had U children. Many of the descendants of Lemuel Phillips and his 
brothers, Israel, Simeon and Samuel, are now in the vicinity of Ashfield. 

Philip Phillips, Jr., was born July 20, 17()4. He married Kli/^alnsth 
Smith, only daughter of Chiluab Smith, Jr., of Ashdeld. In 181(i they 
removed to Cassadaga, Chautauqua Co., K. Y., where they located on a farm 
and remained until their death. They had five children: Sawyer, bom 1701; 
Klizabeth marrietl John Robinson and died about IS2S. Esther married Israel 
Smith, Jr., and died about 1S30. Philip died about ISOS, aged eight years, 
and Joshua, who died in Cassadaga, unmarried, aged 28. Sawyer, bom 1701 , 
married, in Cassadaga, Jane Parker, a daughter of Benjamin Parker, and 
granddaughter of Thomas Parker, of Washington Co., N. Y. They had 15 
children, all born in Cassadaga. 

AJonzo, bora 1821, died 1826. Thomas D., 1822, resides in CaHsadaj^a, and 
has three chiMron-.Williston, 1824, lives in <^aNM«laga; Kosina, 1825, diod ISCdi; 
Dr. Al(»iiy4> 1*., Dec. 2%S, lN2(i, resides in Krcdouia, Chautauqua Co., N. V., 
where he has an elegant home on a high blnff, about 100 rods from the center 
of the village, surrounded with several acres of the choicest gardens, grape 
vines, fruit and ornamental trees, eto. I>r. Phillips has been a practicing phy- 
sician in Chautauqua County for many years. He has mostly retired late 
years, and is enjoying the well earned luxuries of a long and active profes- 
sional life. His wife was ^liss Fidelia Wood, a daughter of Elijah Wood, 
and his wife, Fidelia Smith, daughter of Ebenezer Smith, jr. Mrs. Dr. Phil- 
lips is thus a great granddaughter of Elder Kbenezcr Smith, a celebrated bap- 
tist minister in the early history of Ashfield (see pages 71 and OS), and Dr. 
Phillips is a great-grandson of Chileab Smith, jr. (he of 100 years of ai;e), 
a brother of Kldct Kli«*ne/ur. Dr. and Mrs. Phillips have ha«l three ohihlron, 
none uf whom are now living. From' personal acquaintance the writer can 
say that they are most genial and worthy people. They have aided him greatly 
in furnishing material for this part of the work. 

William W., sixth child of Sawyer Phillips, was born Oct. S. 182S, and 
now resides at Cassadaga. Ho has two sons. 

Charles, born 18:10, lives at Cassadaga. Sawyer, jr., born 18.11, died 
I8r>4; Joshua, 183.1, died 1850; Philip, born 18.14, is noted as the "Singing 
Pilgrim," in 1880 he published a volume of nearly 500 pages, giving an account 
of a **.Song Pilgrimage .Vroiiiid the World,** which he had made, a mosit inter- 
esting work, giving an xu.'eonut of his trip with numerous incidents connected 
therewith. 
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Rotina, eleventh child of Sawyer Phillipe, was born in 1836. She mar- 
ried M. E. Beebe, and reeidet in Predonta. She hat one aon. 

Iknjainin C. and Alphonao U., children of Sawyer, died young. 

< I Gorge II., born 1841, resides in Spnugfield, Ohio, and hns two children. 

/crah Rarnvy, youngest child of Sawyer, born 1843, died in 1S7U, leaving 
four children. Mr. Sawyer l*hilli|Ni, father of this large and very intelligent 
family, died in IS72, in Cassadaga; his wife a few years previously. 

David, son of Capt. ]*hilip Thillips, of Ashlield, was lK>rn Kcb. '2, I TIM*. 
He in.irriod Anna (!oi>dwin, of Ashfield. They had nine children. David 
movcil tt» Went Virginia with his oldest brother, Elijah. They went overland 
with tciinis and wagoiix, containing their families and goods. 

Siiiieou, sixth child of (.'.apt. Phillips, was born in AshHcld, .lunc I, 17(kS. 
Ho marricil Knth .Amlrews, of Ashlield, a very sujiorior woman, and had live 
children, lie lived in Cuiiway, Mass., and died about IS.V1. Their children 
were: .laines, Phillip M., Simeon, jr., and othen>, who died yonng. 

(^apt. James Pnillips, eldest son of Simeon, was a farmer all his life in 
Atthlield and Conway. Jfe marrie<l Mary Ann Wheeler, ami had two chil- 
dren. Joseph, a farmer, who lives in Conway, and has two sons: Charles, in 
Hatticld, Mass., a Hne piano tuner, and James, living with his father in Con- 
way. Capt. James Phillips had a daughter, Harriet, now Mrs. A. P. KIdred, 
residing in SpringHeld, Mass. She has two sons: Willis and Fred, now living 
in the same city. Capt James Phillips died in Conway about 1873, at an 
advanced age, a few weeks after the death of his wife. 

Philip M., second son of Simeon, wa 1 a farmer, and silent his life in Ash- 
field and Conway. He married Dollie Carrier, a woman dearly beloved by 
all. He died abont 1879, and hii wife two years later. They had four chiU 
dren, the first dying in infancy. The second, Buth, now Mrs. Lee, a widow, 
living in Conway. She has four children. George married and living in Con- 
way; in trade there. Frank, unmarried. Capt. Kber, unmarried, a carpen- 
ter in W. T., and Nettie, now Mrs. Eddy, living with her mother in Conway. 

Philip M.'s second daughter, &Iary, now Mrs. Emerson Markham, lives 
at Hoosac Falls, N. Y., where her husband is iu trade. They have three chil- 
dren. 

Philip M.'s third daughter, Julia, now Mrs. R. M Tucker, lives at Orange 
City, Florida, where they have orange groves. 

Simeon Philli|»s, jr., was l>orn in AshBeld, Feb. *2*2, 1815, at a house sit- 
uated on the road from the Plain to Buckland four corners, and about half way 
down tliu long hill, lie lirst married iu Plymouth, (/Oim., Emily Wolteo. 
She died four years later ehihiless. He then moved back to Conway, where 
he engagcil in farming, and married Tx>uisa Carrier, of Hawley, ^fass. After 
four years he moved to (Ireun field, Mams., whuru he now lives; he is a machin- 
ist. They had three children; Jennie K., now Mrs. Fr.ank K W«H>d. Mr. 
Wood is a brick ni:i8on anti plasterer. They have no children, and live with 
her father, Simeon. Mr. Simeon Phillips had two other children, who died 
young. His wife, Louisa, lived 18 years, after which he was married 14 years 
ago t(> Lucy Wade — a young widow — had two children: Haymond, now eight 
years, a very bright child, and Harold M., who died in infancy. Mrs. liucy 
Phillips died in 1884. 



Digitized by 



Google 



38i 

Israel Phillips was bom May 23, 1770. Although not a doctor, he was, 
oil account of his being the seventh son, called •' Doc " Philltps, from a super- 
stition tliuti iiopniar that the suvcnth son had neccsisarily S4jmc inysU'riouM or 
ctirAtiv«* virtiicH as a phyMiciaii. He mamcd Mabel, or Mchitabli! lU'Miiig, 
aud had one child, Jsracl. jr., who married Sabrina Ward, and had nine ithil- 
drcii: Knutliiic niarriid lleiiry liarrowH, of Ashliuld; John \V. iiiarricii h. I). 
Kcniir, of Uuckland; AIoii/o married Klixa (irccu, «if Axhlicld; Wiiisor, uiiiiiar- 
rittd, accitlcntnlly shcit and killed, agml 37; l^uis married ileury (ircvii. of 
AshKcld; .Mabel married Alou'/^) Paine, of Ash/ield; Kdwin married Eliz:i Ann 
iMiillip^i, of Ashtield; Ann Kliza married Henry Bas^ctt, of AshHeld, and 
Kalph, who married Mrs. K. M. Wilder. Israel Phillips, .Sr. and Jr., live«l 
all their lives at Xo. 5G on the map. 

Joshua, son of Tapt. Philip Phi]]i|Ni, born Nov. 30, 1771, died unmarried. 
May 9. ISJii, in Ashtield. ' 

Abiather Phillips, born Oct. 27, 1773. married Hannah lianney. They 
moved about ISlii to Orleans Co., N. Y., where they lived for a time, and 
from there to Allogany, Cattaraugus Co., about lS:iO, where they died about 
18oS. They had 11 cbihlrcn': Esther married a Leach, and lived and died in 
Michiifan; Ann married Elios Fish, and died in Minnesota; Kiiza married 
Uobert Wilbur, bad three children, and- lived in Cattaraugus Co.; Abiather, 
jr., married Amanda KUis (one of Barzillia Ellis' descendants of Chautauqua 
Co.) hod one child, and lived in Hillsdale. Mich; George married M. Andrus. 
hod four children; lived and died in Wattsbury, Penn.; Sainuol iUmney Phil- 
lips married Safronia Smith, had three children, and lived ami died in Catta- 
raugus Co.; William 11. married Elmira McCIure, and lives in Clearwater, 
Minn. ; Charles married Elmini Blockman, and lived in Cerro Gordo, Iowa; John 
married Mrs. Safrona Hughes, and lived in Allegany, Cattaraugus Co., N. Y. 
AloDzo dietl in Michigan, unmarried. Harriet, youngest child of Abiather 
aud Hannah Ranney Phillips, lives with her brother, William H., in Minn. 

Samuel, tenth son of Capt. Philip PhiUips, of Ashfield, was born Aug. 
14, 1775. He married Sally Kanney, and hod six children: Solly, bom 1794, 
married a Manstteld, and died in 1S53; Rachel married Ansel Elmer; Emily 
married a Bossett; Francis married, and his son, Francis R, Phillips, now 
lives at or near 5S on the map of Ashtield; Aim £., bom 1S03, and Asson. 

liseom, youngest son of Captain Philip Phillips, was bom March 23, 
1777. He married Nancy Padelford, and had nine children. He was a phy- 
sician, and lived in South Adams, Mass. He died Oct 10, 1821. His chil- 
dren were: Henry P., bom 1S07, was a physician in North Adams. He died 
in 1880. Sarah, bora in Savoy, N^ass., in 1808, married William Smith; 
Erasmus D., bora 1810, resides in Geneva Wis.; Charles F. lives in Black- 
water, Wis.; W^illiain, bora in South Adams, died at 11 years of ago; .luiia 
Ann marrietl S. E. Dean, of South Adams; Benjamin F. married Miss Moran, 
and second, O'Neil; Albert Liseom, youngest child of Dr. liscom Phillips, 
was bora in 1821; he married a Miss Green, and resides in Racine, Wis. 

Hannah, daughter of Capt. Philip Phillips, was bora Feb. 5, 1779. She 
married Mr. Henry Bassctt, one of the principal citizens of Ashfield. She 
died Feb. 14, 1849. It is said she had nine children. Many of her descend- 
ants are now living in Ashfield and vicinity. Esquire Boasett's children have 
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often heard their mother relate how the family used to go from their cabin 
down to the EUii and Phillipe fort to stay nights from fear of the Indiana. 

Anna, youugeat child of Capt. Phillips, was bom Oct. 27, 1782. She 
marrie<l Ebcnezer Porter, of Ashtield, a grandson of Rev. Nehemiah Porter, a 
celebrated Congregational minister of AshBeld. She is also grandmother of 
Mr. Lewis Porter, the present landlord of the "Ashfield House," on the 
Plain. She died Dec 2G, 1S20, leaving six children. 

Of Thomas Phillipe, sr's, other children: Simeon, bom 1742; Charity, 
1744, and Elizabeth, 1749; the writer gets no further report. They probably 
loft Ash Held in an early day. The Congregational church records say that in 
1770 Simeon Phillips was killed by the falling of a tree, but his age is not 
given. There was a Simeon Phillips on the valuation list for 1706, hot his 
name does not appear on the list for 1771. Hence, he may have been this 
second son of Thomas Phillips, sr., and brother of Capt. Philip Phillips. There 
were other Simeons, but they came on later. 

Sarah, daughter of Thomas, sr., was born 1752, and died Dec. 22, 1822, 
aged 70. She married Elisha Craiison, jr. He died May 27, 1813, aged 62. 
She married (second) Zachariah Howes. One grandchild and later genera- 
tions of hers are now in Ashfield. 

Caleb, suppose<l to be a son of Thomas, sr., married about 1780, Sally 
Green, of Aslifield. They had six or more children baptized at the Congrega- 
tional church. Early in this century they moved on to a farm in Phelps, N. 
Y., and died there, where they have descendanta. 

Thomas l*liillips, jr., son of Thomas Phillips, sr., born June 7, 1747, mar- 
ried Elizabeth Noyes, and resided in AshBeld until his death, July 9, 1829* 
They were married in Eaaton, Nov. 7, 1771. Their children were: Ahoda 
married Enoch King; Molly (or Mary) married Zenas Elmer; Betsey married 
Roger Bronson; Rachel married Samuel Bronson; Dorcas married Rev. Ibri 
Cannon, and Russel, born 1785, married Rhoda Williams, eldest daughter of 
AimHos Williams and Hannah EUia, his wife (see page 101). 

Dorcas Phillips, daughter and youngest child of Thomas, jr., was a woman 
of remarkable piety and loveliness of character. Aged residents of Ashfield 
remember her as "the most gifted person [in prayer] in all that section/* 
At .30 years of age she married Rev. Ibri Cannon, a Methodist miniater, and 
lived in 1*roy, N. Y. She had several children. One of her daughters, Aohsah, 
now Mrs. Thomas M. Dunham, lives at Ocean Grove, K. J. She is a highly 
educated and accomplished lady, and has a family of four daughters. Her 
parents are both dead. Mr. Cannon, her father, died in Troy many years ago. 

Thomas Phillips, jr., had another son (brother of " Unde Russ "), who 
left home when young, of whom no trace has since been ha4l by his rdatives. 
This may have been Caleb. Many of Thomas Phillips, sr*s, descendants are 
still in town, but they are descendants of Capt. Philip Phillips. Thomas, jr., 
lived with his son, Russell, in a gambrel- roofed house, nearly op|iosite No. 32, 
on the map, where he died in 1829. This place was just west of where Mr. 
Houghton Smith now lives. It is said that none of his descendants are now 
in Ashtield. 

Of the other Phillipses, of Ashfield, the writer gets but litUo informa- 
tion. Vespasian, Richard, John, Spenoer, Pelatiah, Benjamin. Caleb and 
others lived there in an early day, 100 years and more ago. Vespasian Phil- 
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lipi married Abilena Belding, May 7, 1772. Their nameii were on tbe Baptist 
Church recortU in 1708, and were diamisied in 1S03. Their daughter, Abilena, 
marrio<l John KUia, jr., and settled in Sompronius, N. Y., (see i>ago 110). 

Richard is said to have been a brother of Mercy, M'ife of Captain Pliilip. 
J Ic joined the iVaptist Church in 176G. His house was a little eaitt of O on 
tlie map. lie is said to have had several children, and Spencer, Vespasian, 
Petctiah and John may have been his sons. John joined the Baptist church 
in 1773, and died in 177C. Pelatiah married Cynthia Wait in 17S9. 

C^alcb Phillips was early spoken of as tender of the com mill. It is sup- 
posed that he was either a brother of Thomas, sr., or Richard. He disap- 
peared soon, and about HtSO another Caleb joins the Congregational church; 
also DAuiel. Caleb has first child baptized in 1787, and a number more up 
to 1 800. About this time he went to Pliolps. X. Y. There was a general 
exodus from Ashfield about this time to central and western New York. 

Spencer Phillips married, Nov. 28, 1783, Dorcas, the widow of Bildad 
Flower, who died in the Revolutionary army (see page 112). One of his sons, 
Spencer, jr., livcil in Ohio, near Sandusky, about 1850. Another son, Bildad, 
settled at Chirkston, Mich., About 1835. He died there about 1862. His 
widow and several sons live there now — Theodore and Sylvester, and two 
daughters, Mrs. Jane Vliet and Mrs. Ruth West, and a grandson, Clarence 
Phillips. 

lion. S. \V. Smith, of Pontiac, Mich., is another grandson of lUhlad's. 
Mr. Bildad 1*hillii>s M'as born in Ashtield in 1707, and his wife about )KOS. 

Samuel and Daphne (Butler) Phillips lived in f>eerHeld. It is not known 
whether they were of the Ashfield Phillipsoa or not. Their daughter Theo* 
docia married Kbenezer Ellis (see page 159). 



THE RANMEYS. 

Thomas Ranney, believed to be the progenitor of all of the name in 
America, was bom in Scotland in the year 1610, the year of Shaks|>eare's 
death, lie migrated, when young, to this country, and was one of the orig- 
inal settlors in Middletown, Conn., boin;; one of the 15 or 20 who lirst stnick 
tho axe into the forest at that place. In May, 1059, at the age of 4.> years, 
he married Mary, aged 17, daughter of George Hubbard, also an early settler 
there. 

He subssqnently purchased the homestead and other lands of Oeorgc 
Craves, situated in the south part of that part of Middletown called *' Upper 
Houses,** since 1850 known as the toum of Cromwell, beside the Connecticut 
river. It is the location on which the J^Ieriden Railroad Company have built 
their deiMit. The house which stood on the street at the west end of the laud 
was the home of the adventurer and the birth-place of four generations of his 
descendants. The deed of sale to Mr. Hanncy was made Nov. 17, ICdri. 

lie was energetic and thrifty, and was rated second in amount on the 
township tax list of 1670, and was identified with the settlement and growth 
of the town. He lived 54 years with the bride of 17, and died June 25, 1713, 
aged 97, t>cing the first one buried in the second cemetery consecrated for 
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burial purposes in Middletown. As the snows of almost a century of winters 
had silvered his locks, he was doubtless one of the very last of that patri- 
archal band of pioneers who first settled in the town. 

His wife survived him some eight years; the record of her death being 
Dec. IS» I7'.M, aged 71^ Tlic inscription on his hcadstun*} is nearly il legible, 
and thon; is no utlirr .ttotii: of tiir Hh:i|»c of that wliich marks tlie t^rave of this 
lirst American Kaiiiu-y. Attimen he wrote his name Kliciiy. 

This hsLH bt»eu a highly rcM|»ectable and moral family b»r more than two 
centuries; many of their posterity have helped the now States, and a few 
remain in the land of their fathers. And it has been a ))ruliKc race, embrac- 
ing Mcvcral thouMandii who have lived in this country, the names of several 
hundreds of whom are in fiossossion of the writer. 

1. ThnmnM Kannoy, farmer, born in tho y«;ttr IlilO, in ^Scotland; settliMl 
at Middletown, roiin.; d. June *2r», 17l*{, aged 1)7; m. in IG.VJ, Mary Hubbard; 
she die<l l>ee. IS, 17J1. ai^ed 7«. They ha.l 10 ehihiren. 

Their children: Thomas, jr., luirn March 14, llUil (*2). 

John, born Xov. 10, 1(>G*2; marrictl, in 1093, Hannah Turner. Had eight 
children. 

Joseph, born Sept., 1(»G:); m. in lti03, Mary Starr; bail uight children; he 
died in 1745. 

Mary, born Oct., 10C5; m. John Savage, jr.; had 11 children; she died in 
1734. 

Klixabeth, liorn April 12, MW; ni. in 16il8, Jonathan Warner; had two 
children; she died Feb. 11, 1737. 

I'Isthcr, born in IG74; m. 16%, f^eut. Nathaniel Savage; had nine chil- 
dren; died April 1, 1750. 

Kbenezer, born 1G78; m. 1G98, Sarah Warner; had five children; died 
1754, aged 76. 

Hannah, bom ; m. Samuel Wiluox; died Nov. 29, 1713. 

Margaret, born ; ui. Stephen Clark, of New Havcir. 

Abigail (twin of Margaret), bom -^-; m. Walter Harris, of Olaston- 
bnry; had one child, and died Dec. 16, 1714. 

2. Thomas Rannoy, son of Thomas, (1); bora Ang. 14, 1061, farmer; 
removed in 1710 across the river and settled in Chatham; died Feb. 0, 1727; 
he married. May, 1090, Rebecca Willet» of Hartford; she married, lecond. 
Dee. 10, 1720, Jacob White; they had seven children. 

Children: Thomas, bom Aug. 14, 1692, (3); WiUet, born March 30, 1094; 
m. April 20, 1720, Anna Johnson; ahe died March 29, 1731; he aa., second, 
Dec. 23, 1732, Deborah White, and had six children; Qeorge, bom Oct. 28, 
1095 (4); Rebecca, bom Dec. 10, 1700; Nathaniel, bom June 17. 1702; died 
Sept 25, 17C6; m. Jan. 16, 1734, Rebecca Sage; had eight children; Ann, 
bora July 23, 1700; Margaret, bora Aug. 21, 1708. 

3« Thomas Ranney, son of Thomas (2); bora Ang. 14, 1692; died 1764; 
m. Feb. 20, 1720, Esther, daughter of Ephraim and Silence Wilcox. 

Children: Jeremiah, bora July 13, 1721; m. Martha Stow, and have chil- 
dren; he removed to Woodford, Conn.; Thomas, bora Feb. 13, 1723; dl Mary 
LitUe, and removed to Westminster, Vt; had two children; Ephraim, bora 
April 10, 1725; died 1762; m. Nov. 26, 1747, Silence Wilcox; had seven sons 
and four daughters. He accumulated for those days nnch wealth, giving 
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each child at their inarriAge $1,000, and leaving a large dividend at death. In 
17G0 tliey removed to Westminster, Vt. He was prominent, and an active, 
inilaential Chriitian; for many years a deacon of the Congregational chnrch. 
With but few exceptions, his descendants have followed him in his religious 
faith, in:uiy of whom have been professional men, and among whom were Dr. 
W. K. Kannry, late Ijitait. Covunior uf Wriiidiit, niiil AmhroMO .A. I<aiim>y, 
laUi Ku|iruHentAtivu in l*oiigrusM frum Mojuuiehusotts. 

4, Ceorge Kaiiiiey, Mon of 'Jliomas (2); born Oct 28, 1605: died March 
2r», 17*25, aged 20; his wife, Mary, died Nov. 2G, 1749. 

Children: (leurge, born 172.*t (5); a daughter, born 1725; died you nir. 

fl, (tcorge Kanney, noii of <teorge (4); born 172r{; live<l in Chatham, now 
IVirtlamt, Conn.; ttied Keb. 2:i, IS04, aged 81; he m. Jan. 2:1. 1740, Hannah 
Sage; she died Juno t), 17^7; had nine children. • 

(MiildrtMi: <ie<irge. lioni .Ian. U, 1747 ((i); Thomas, bom July t>, 1741> (7); 
Kranciii, born April lU, 175:) (S); Hannah, bora May 9, 1755; m. Joel Hall; 
her sons were Capt. Joel, Samuel, Joseph and Jesse Hail; Molly, born June 
9, 1757; m. a Hosworth; Esther, born Jan. 8, 1701; m. a Parks; Lacy, 1>orn 
Sept. (>, 17(»3; ni. Scth Knowles; Jonathan, born Sept. 3, 17G5; died in 1K3I; 
ni. Sally Parsons; she died in 1851; they had nine children; Nabby, hc»rn 
about 1707; ni. Capt. Ithamar Pelton. 

0* George Ranney, son of George (5); born Jan. 9, 1747, at Chatham, 
Ct.; was in early life in the West India trade; he died in Ashtield, Jan. 14, 
1822, aged 75 years; he m. in 1770, Esther, daughter of Capt. Samuel Hall; 
she died March 3, 1807, aged 50; ni., second, Aug. 8, 1809, to Alithea, widow 
of Oliver Patch; she dietl Aug. 0, 1827, aged 70. In the spring of the year 
1780 he removed with his family to Ashtield, where he had purchased from 
Lamberton Allen the 100 acre farm now owned by Charles Howes. Only a 
small portion of the original forest had been cleared from his land, and a house 
of logs was the only dwelling place ready for their reception. That house 
was on the hillside, somo 35 or 40 rods westerly frum the residence of Charles 
Howes, where the site is yet visible. He was a man of industry and perse- 
verance. To clear and bring his land into proper condition for crops, a great 
outlay of strength and vigor was required, but with the ultimate help of his 
nigged boys growing up around him, he accomplished the task, and the farm 
became one of the best in the township, and here he brought up his lai>;e 
family of children. Upon the location, in 1798, of the new county' rood 
through this farm, leading from South Ashfield to the Plain village, Mr. Ran- 
ney erected the substantial two story house where Mr. Howe resides (37 on 
map, page 328.) Mr. Ranney was for more than 40 yean identiHed with the 
growtli and prosperity of the town; a man of retiring disposition; an exem* 
plary character, and much esteemed. His religious associations were with the 
Society of Congregationalists. His children were: 

Samuel, bom March 6, 1772 (9); Sarah, born Dec 20, 1773; died Jon. 11, 
1774; Jesse, bom Oct. 13, 1775 (10); Joseph, bom July, 1777 (11); Hannah, 
bom Oct. 3, 1781; m. Dec. 4, 1800; Abiathcr, son of Philip Phillips, £sq.; 
they had 12 children; she died July 28, 1857; Esther, bom March 5, 1784; 
m.May3, 1804, Benjamin Jones, Jr.; he died Sept. 20, 1804; she married, 
second, July 27, 1809, Forest Jepson; they had 12 chadreo; he d. Sept. 20, 
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1844; tho d. Aug. 23, ISO'2; Aiida, bora Jane 20, 1780; m. Nov. 27, lliOfi, 
James McFarlAnd, Ksq.; had four children: George, bom May 12, 1789 (12). 

7. Thomas Uanney, son of George (5); bora Jnly G, 1749; settled in Ash- 
tiehl about 1792, on the farm now owned by Chaanoey Boioe; died April 20, 
1823, aged 72, m. widow Mary Miles; she died Oct. 5, 1819, aged 72. 

Children: Persif, born ; m. Feb. 1,J801, Moses, son of Dr. Phineas 

Bartlett; Catherine, l>ora ; m. Jan. 1, 1799, Wm. Balding; Roswell, 

born Nov. 22, 1782 (13); WillUm, born June 30, 1785 (14). 

8. Francis Ranney, son of George (5); bora April 19, 1753; settled in 
AshHeld, Feb., 1780, in south part of tho town, where Charles F. Howes 
lives; died April 7, 1804, aged 51; m. Rachel, daughter of Oapt. Samnel Hall; 
she d. 1827. He was a Revolutionary soldier. 

Children: Sally, m. Samuel, son of, Philip Phillipa, Esq.; Giles, bora 
Aug, 15, 1773; Daniel (10), born 1770; moved to LeRoy, N. Y.; m. Anna 
Uittcni; Dr. Geo. E. Rannoy, now or formerly Sec of State Medical Society, 
at Lansing, Mich., is a grandson of Daniel. Hia children: Charlotte, Joel, 
Hezekiah, Ozias, Julia and Laura Ann; Betsey, m. Feb. 17, 1802, had five 
children; Ruth, m. Josiah Wells; Jjuther, bora Sept. 0, 1785; Rachel, m. 
an Eastman; liucy m. Enos Bush. j 

O. Samuel Ranney, son of George (0); bora ^larch 0, 1772; settled in 
Aahfield on the farm next south of his father's. In 1821 he built the two-story 
brick house that is yet standing there. In 1830 he removed to Phelps, N. Y., 
where he died June 27, 1837; m. 1795, Polly Stewart, of Branford, Conn.; 
ahe died in Michigan about 1850. 

Children: Lucrctia, born June i7, 1790; ahe d. May 17, 1879 at School- 
craft, Mich.; she m., 1810, Lemuel Sears; he d. May 28, 1819; she m., 
second, 1820, Col. Nehemiah Hathaway, blacksmith; he died 1844, at Grand 
Rapids, Mich.; she had five children; Charles W.and his son, Charles S., both 
living in Detroit, Mich. ; Emily, who married James D. Lyon, of Grand Rapids, 
and another daughter who married Dr. Freeman, of Schoolcraft. [Mrs. Lu- 
cretia Ranney Hathaway was a woman of unusual intelligence and worth. She 
lived many years at Grand Rapids after the death of her husband; the last 
few years with her daughter in Schoolcraft.] Braddock, bora May 20, 1800: 
d. Sept. 0, 1803; Harriet, bora March 12, 1802; d. Aug. 22, 1803; WUliam, 
born Oct. 23, 1805; he moved to Michigan about 1838; was, in 1800, living in 
Iowa; postmaster and deacon; m., 1828, (?) Eliza Ann Smith; she died April 10, 
1832; ho again m.. and had several children; is now living in Potawotamio, 
Kansas; Dexter, born June 5, 1803; was droi»-ned Aug. 22. 1850, in Grand 
River, Mich.; m. I^Aura Robinson; Lucius, born] June 17, 1812; d. Feb. 1, 
1SI5: Julia, born Nov. 7, 18ir>; d. Sept., 1838, unmarried; Emily, bora Jan. 
9, 1818; died April 22, 1837; she m., April 12, 1837, at Pliulps. N. Y„ Dr. 
James Davis; Frederick T. was bora March 12, 1820; he married and settled 
in Grand Haven, Mich, where he was in the lumber business many years. 
After the death of his first wife he married, in 1857, Miss Fannie A. Bates, 
a very estimable lady, by whom he had tfvo sons and three daughters. Mr. 
Ranney lived in Potoskey, Mich., 10 or 12 of his last years, wlicre he died 
about 1885. His eldest son, Frederick T., m. Jan. 20, 1887, Miss Mary E. 
Balch, dau. of Geo. W. Balch, Esq., of Detroit, Mich. Mr. R. lives in 
Detroit, where he is doing a laro^e and successful business in real estate. He 
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graiUiatcd at Williami College, Mast, in 1884. Hia mother and her three 
younger 'children now live in Oliiret, Mich., where the children are being 
educated in Olivet College. Mr. Ranney waa a very active bueineaa man, 
and highly reapected by ail who knew him, and hia children give promise of 
great naefnlnets. Samuel H. ia a eon by hie firat wife; m. and Uvea at Grand 
Rapida, Mich, (a lumberman); and a dau. Mary, who married Albert D. Reed, 
of fiatavia. 111. 

Of Mr. Ranney *a children, by his second marriage, Fred T. waa bom Apr. 
19, 1859; Florence, ]8C2~Uving in Detroit; Lewis J., 1872; Eli7.abeth, 1875; 
Francis A., 1877. 

10« Jesse Ranney, son of George (G); bom Oct. 13, 1775, at Chatham, 
Conn. ; settled on the farm in Aahtield next north of his father's: built a house 
on that farm, which he sold to his brother Joseph, and in 1818 removed to the 
large farm in Ashfield that he purchased of David Ellis [sec page 8G], where 
he died July 18, ISOl, aged 8G years. For many yearn ho hail been a con- 
sistent and worthy member of the Baptist church; was a man of sterling good 
sense; of retiring disposition; of exemplary life, and most esteemed by those 
who knew him best. He m.. Doc. 5, 1798, Ruth, dan. of Bildad Flower. 

Children: James, born Sept. 15, 1799; Bildad, bom Feb. 27, 1802; d. 
Aug. 4, 1815; Oharlea, bom Dec. 4, 1803; Hannah, bom Dec. 10, 1800; m. 
Nov., 1827, Richard, son of Dimick KUis, Esq.; Erastus, bom Oct* 8, 1807; 
Amanda, bom Aug. 17, 1809; died Oct. 19, 1884; m., March, 1829, Elijah 
Richmond; m. (2) Wilson Elmer; she had three children; Edwin, born July 
25, ISll; Polly, born Feb. 10. 1815; m. Augustus F. Daniels; Luer6tia, bom 
Feb. 7, 1810; m. Darius Crom: Ruth- Ann, bom June 23, 1821; m. Sylvester 
\V. Hall. 

[Of these children of Jesse and Rath Ranney, the following may further 
be said: James m. Sally Andrews, and lived at 67 on the map, where ^e 
raised a lar^ family of children. About 1878 he and his wife came to Hold- 
ing, Mich., where they lived three or four years with their danghter, Mrs. 
Field, a widow, and their son, Charles. Mrs. Field married Mr. Wheeler, 
and moveil upon a farm in Augusta, Mich, (near Kalanuzoo), where l^Ir. and 
Mrs. James Ranney died about 1683, at advanced ages. They were very 
worthy and highly respected people. Their children were: Jane (dead) m. a 
Woodbridge; Caroline (dead) ^m. Alden and Young; William, Charles, James 
H. (dead); has a widow and several children in Hartford, Conn.; Elizabeth 
m. Field and Wheeler; has two children: Edgar Field and a daughter, in 
Hartford, Conn.; Austin in Concord, N. H., and Silvador 0. Ranney, in 
Hartford, Conn. 

Charlca Kauney, son of Jesse, m. Sarah Hall, and had .two children. He 
remained on the farm in Ashfield and took care of his parents. He died 
about 1870. Mrs. Sarah R. died about 1847, and he again m. Mrs. Nancy 
Davis, and had two sons. Mrs. Nanc3' Ranney died many years- ago in Ash* 
6eld. Mr. Charles Ranney's children are all living. Martha, wife of Theo- 
dore Wood, lives in Shelbume Falls, Mass.; Ge(»rge in Portland, Mich., 
uniiiarrictl; Thomas and Frotlcrick K., in llelding, Mich.; Fred. £. ni. Mary L. 
KUis (see page 258). 

Hannah Ranney, mother of the writer (751), m. Richard Ellis. She now 
lives at Belding, .Mich., in her 83d year (see page 175). 
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Krasiuf Ranney, son of Jesse, left Ash Held when a yonng man and teiUed 
on a farm four miles east of Eaton Rapids, Mich., whom he and his wife now 
live in comfort, with their only sou, Charles. Their only daughter, Climena, 
died in 1887. They are most worthy people, and enjoy the esteem of all in 
that ro^inii of C(»iiiitry, whore tlioy have lived nearly CO years. 

Aiiiniida Kiiiiiioy in. Miijali Kicliiiinnil, jiiiil livoil U>r a fow y<tarH in the 
north part of Ashfield, about 20 rods north of the KUis and I'hillips fort, where 
their chiltlrcn were born — Alnnson, Diatlema and Lucretia. • Alanson now 
lives on a farm near Shclburno Kalis. Uiadcma, now dead, m. Mr. Whiting, 
ami lived in Sholbunic Kalht many years, whcru her sister Lucretia, now Mrs. 
Ware, lives, with her Imsband and marrieil daught«ir. Mr. Klijah Kiehnioiid 
was a man of unusual enterprise and capacity. He died about 1850. J lis 
widow, Amanda, m. Wilson Khner, about 1870, and lived in Ashficld, a few 
rods cast of No. 35, where she and Mr. Elmer both died, about 1885. 

Edwin Kanney, son of Jesse, was a coo|>er, lived in Pittstown, N. Y., 
when a young man, where he m. Elixa Button, a very superior young woman. 
After n few years they removed to Beldiog and purchased a farm, one-half 
mile north of the village, where Mr. Jerome Vincent now lives. Their chil- 
dren were Edwin J., Marcia (m. a Smith), Alvor, Franklin, Loudon, Cora 
and Charles. Mrs. Eliza Ronney died about 1870. Mr. Edwin Ranuey lives 
most of the time with his son, £. J., on the latter's fam^ near Hnngerford, 
Mich. Alvor, Franklin and Loudon are in Colorado, on/a ranch near Bear 
river. 

Polly Kanney m. Augustus Fre('erick Daniels and settled on a farm six 
miles south of Adrian, Afich., about 18-M), where they had three children. 
Mrs. Polly Daniels died about 1870, and Mr. Daniels married again and still 
lives on his farm. 

' Lucretia Ranney m. Darius Cross in Ashiield. They settled on a farm 
four miles south of Adrian, Mich., about 1840, where they now live, on a large 
and valuable farm. They have one son, Edwin, and two daughters. 

Ruth Ann Ranney, youngest daughter of Jesse, m. Sylvester Woodbridge 
Hall in Ashfield. They have lived in Greenfield, Mass., many years, as do 
also their children.] 

1 1. Joseph Kanney, son of George (6), born July, 1777. He died Jan- 
uary 15, 1838. Early in life he worked for many years as a stonecutter, at 
the Chatham (quarry, fur his uncle. In 1818 ho settled in Ashfield, upon tlio 
place ho bought of his brother Jesse* He m. Sarah Allen. She d. Sept. 9, 
1825; m. (second) Feb., 182G, Tempey Eldredgo; he m. (third) May 17, 1831, 
Lucy Seldcu, widow of Lemuel Eldred^se. Mr. Ranney was killed in his wood 
lot, in Ashfield, by a blow from a falling tre^. He was a member of the Epis- 
copal Church. 

Childrcq: Clarissa, b. 1803; d. before 1830; unmarried. Harriet, b. 
Sept., 1805; m. Lyman Williams. Emily, born Dec, 1808; died Aprils, 1811. 
Samuel A., born Sept., 1811; lives in Ashfield; m. Sept., 183G, Flora, dau. of 
Jesse Selden; had six children. Edward, born Nov. 9, 1814; d. Dec. 15, 1839; 
m. Nov. 1837; Alarvilla Soldcn, she m. (second) Levi Gardner; no children. 
Sarah Amelia, born Nov., 1817; m. Levi C. Kingman. Elixa Ann, b. Sept 9, 
1820; m. Samuel Kingman. Sabra, b. Dec. 25, 1828; m. May, 1848, Oscar, 
Richardson; has two children. Clarissa, b. 1832; m. C. Thos. Parker. 
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112. ^teorge. ton of (Jeorge (C), b. May 12. 1789. He 8iicc(*e<loi1 to his 
father*« old hoincstoad in AtbHcld, where nearly all hit children were born 
and reared. With his family, in Oct., 1833, he removed to rhelps, N. V., 
where he dic<l, Sept. 9. ISt'J, aged .^3 yoara. In the years 1S:i(j-37 he spent 
alwHit a year on (irand Kiver, Mich., with two of his hoiis aiitl (N»l. llaUiuway, 
on ;i «'tiiilrncl whi«'h th«ty l^Nik for ;;t}Lliii^ liiiiibor th>wii tho river to < ■rand 
Haven. Mr. Itanney much reseniblu<l his fatlier in personal ap|M:araiico — was 
short in stature, thick -Ntft, with a compact, vigorous frame. Of a mild and 
retiring disposition, he M'as kind, unobtrusive and exemplary in his conduct, 
anil highly ru«^«cctetl. Near the close of life he became a professor of tho 
religion of ('hriitt. and died in that faith. He m., Nov. 11, 1811, Achsah, 
dau. of Paul Sears, of Ashlield. She d. Aug. 7, 18(59, aged SO: a woman of 
unusual worth. She united with the Congregational Church at Ashfield, 
in iS30. 

Children: Alonzo Franklin, b. Sept 13. 1812. (ieorge Lewis, b. Mar. 
10. 18ir>: d. Apr., 1881 at Hillsdale, Mich.; m. Sarah ^IcConnell; had no 
children. Henry Sears, bom Mar. 5. 1817(15). Lucius, l>orn Apr. 12, 1819; 
lives at Allen, ^lich; farmer; town treasurer; m. Clarissa A. Wilcox. Their 
daughter. Caroline K.. d. Feb. 2, 1858. aged 8 years. Priscilla M.,b. Jan. 19, 
1822: lives at Allen. Mich.; m. Kandolph Dcnsmore. He died in Michigan. 
Had a dau. that died young. Harrison J., b. Mar. 4, 1824; merchant; lives 
at Clearwater. Minn.; m. Helen McConnell; has three children, that arc mar- 
ried. Lyman A., b. Aug. 1, 1828; d. Mar. 7, 1854, at Van Buren, Ark.; waa 
a merchant's clerk; unmarried. Lemuel S., bom Jan. 7. 1831; lives at Hills- 
dale, Mich; alderman; supervisor, formor member of legislature of Michigan; 
m., .M.iy 24, 1882. Maggie, dau. of Samuel (Silmore; has one son, Samuel 
Owen. Ans«m P., b. .M.iy 31, 1833; d. Mar. 24. 188G, near Killsdsle, .Mich.; 
famier; m. Caroline lUggcrly; had one son, Everett B. 

13, Capt. Roswell Ranney, son of Thomas (7), bom Nov. 22, 1782, at 
Clijitham, (^onn. : liccamo prominent in public alfairs; C&ptaiu of Militia twice; 
twice Representative in Mass«chusetts Legislature; held various town offices 
in Ashlield. With special qualiHcations as a presiding officer, he was often 
called to serve as moderator in town meetings. He was an enterprising and 
honorable business man; was a farmer and speculator, dealing largely in pep- 
permint and other essential oils. His sagacity and integrity were crowned 
with Much a iU;groo i>f suvt;ciis that huaccunmlated and left a largo csttitv. He 
succeeded his father in |K)ssessiou of the farm in AshKeld, and in Sept. 1839, 
removed to ?hel|je, N. Y., whore he died Sept. 7, 1^8, agod OG. On his farm 
in Phelps he hatl built a large house and barn, both of cobble stone. He m. 
Feb. 17, 1S03, Irvinda, daughter of Des. John Beroent, of Ashfield. She died 
Apr. IJS. IS44. 

Children: Horace, b. May 22, 1803. He removed, about 1832, to Pbeljis, 
X. Y., and thence to PenBeld, where he died. He m. Sept. 24, 18.34. Waity 
Phillips, li.nd three children. Willis, b. Sept. 24, I80*'>; liecame a lawyer; 
has been for many years a merchant, at J/Ouiitville. Ky. He ni. Nov. 8, 18.17, 
Sophia A. Ijcight: has four children. Clarissa, b. Oct. 3. IS07; d. Mar. 15, 
1849; m. Sept. 4. 1834, Wait Bemenl, Kiq.; had one daughter. Madison, b. 
Oct. 9, 1809. He was long connected with railroad business at Fraroingham, 
Mass., where he died. He m. Sept. 9, 1S40, Adeline M. Cary. Mary, b. Oct. 
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9, 1814. She m. Apr. 23, 1839, Doctor Milo VViUon. She had thre^ 
children. Dr. Milo WiUoii waa a brother of Louisa, who tn. Lewis Ellia 
(see paj^e 177). Dr. W. practiced medicine in Ashiidd several years. He 
lived on the Plain, and about 1850 removed to Shelburne FalU, where he con- 
tinued in practice until his death, about 1870. He left two children — a son 
and daughter. The son, Charles, is a physician, practicing in Kansas. His 
mother lives with bim. Amanda, b. Mar. *23, 1817; ni. Oct. 7, 1S41, Jacob 
Jenkins. She d. June 14, 1R47. Hiram, b. Aug. 7, 1819; m. Jan. 7, 1841, 
Sarah, dau. of Lucius Smith. He lives in Monroe Co., N. Y.; has three chil- 
dren. Thomas, b. Aug. 7, 1825; was for many years chief clerk in the olllce 
of collector of United States revenue, at Boise City, Idaho Territory, where he 
d., about 1881. He m., Sept. G, 1848, Cordelia Butler; had a daughter. 

14-. William Ranney, son of Thomas (7), b. June 30, W8G. He removed 
from Ashfield in 1823, to Aurclius, N. Y ; from thenoe, in 1835, to Elbrid^c. 
N. Y., where he died Sept. 9, 1857; a farmer. He it re]>resented as having 
been a leading man, of good judgment, and large influence in the communities 
where he resided, and was honored with their contidenoe. He m.| Dec. 1S07» 
Beteey, a daughter of John Alden. She d. \*ay 0, 1870, aged 8L 

The Aldens trace their lineage directly back to John Alden, who landutt 
from the MayHower, on Plymouth Rock, lG20>-tlie same John who aHkcil 
Miss Priscilla Mullens if she would have Capt. Miles Standish, and she hiiitid 
to him to ask for himself, and he knew enough to take the hint. The AhlviM 
have been noted for their great longevity and strong Puritanic religious char- 
acter, Itiany tif thcni having lionn clurgynioii. 

Children: iioUey, m. Fernando C. Aunabhi. They removed to Aliiu'iu. 
Mich., and died there (see page 9()). John, b. 1811; settled at Alnu^na: un- 
married. Luke, b. Nov. 8, 1815; is a resident of Elbridge, Onondaga Co.. .N. 
Y.; a farmer and surveyor; formerly a teacher; member of State Asscinhly. 
A man of sterling qualities; he has fre<iuently been called by his fellow-cltixviu 
to iiositions of honor and trust. He m.. May, 1844, Rebecca, daughter df 
Dea. Cyras Lyon; they have children. Martha, — — . Mary, ni. Kdwiit 
Whitney. 

When in the legislature of New York, Hon. Luke Raimcy*s sjMiuchcti gave 
hint a Stitc reputation as one of the best debaters in the assembly. Mr. tt.-m- 
ney says that the greatest gno<l hu ever accomplished ftir his country wan in 
the orgauixatioii of the opposition to the increase of the way fare on the Now 
York Central Railroad, and continuing the contest until its final defeat by tbv 
veto of Irov. Feuton. By this defeat the way pavsengers are saved from jKiyiiiK 
into the treasury of that mammoth corporation from live humlred thotisuiid x*» 
one million dollars annually. 

He has been extensively employed ai a surveyor, and often on diKptitctl 
lines has harmonixed parties and saveil litigation. He has had many estaiti 
to settle, as executor, administrator and assignee, in Onondaga and C*:iyii^'A 
counties, and in Michigan. He is president of the board of trustees of Munm 
Cullugiatu Jiistittitc, an institute of learning hardly second to any in t)i« 
county. 

15« Henry Scars Uanney, third son of George (12), was born in AMhiicM 
March 5, 1817. In early life he was a merchant on the Plain, and in Hovtvn 
for four years. Of all the Ranneys, who were so uumeroas in Ashlicld from 
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50 to 100 yean ago, he is ooe of the few now remainiog there. He has been 
town clerk for most of the time since 18.10, and has been Justice of the Peace 
since 1851. He hsa been also twice a member of the State legislature, and; 
one of the mnst useful as well as noted men in the history of AshHoM. He is 
thorongbly infonned regarding every item of value in the history of the town, 
from the earliest times to the present, and has aided the writer greatly in! 
compiling this work. For the great amount of time and labor he has thui 
expended he is entitled to the thanks of every readier of thi< book. Mr. Ran 
ney married, June 20, 1S44, Maria Jace, daughter of Anson <^i:ii>lwia, of 
Athjeld. She died Jan. 14. 1&S5, a^ed 33y*An. fie married f«<.\}:Li Jzzt 
'2C 155^. Julia A., daa^hter oi TnacU B&ssect, £*{.. of Ai^ieli. They 
PMidt 03 th* PlafsL at •4. 

<.»f .V!r K&szer J f>&r children ao&e are now lirii^, RHi'z Hesj^' wu 
bora ia A^hdeli. March Id, l>^z he died in Boston. tVt. 3t), U'"', He s.. 
16»><, K*j«a tSauett. Bii children: Clara M. wai bora Jan. >, !>;:": l^rzL'^zl 
R., born July 21MS:i. ' | 

Ella L . com m Charlestown, Mass., ^«pt. '24. 1S47; she died:.-. A^zttLl 
I>«c. *il, 1S:4. She m , Jan. 21. 1m;9. Albert W. PAckard. S«.- .n:i.-»s: 
Acitia fr. was bo.«n ia Brookirn, X. V., Jan. 24. l<7ih Ula M. S rz r«k. ii. 

LJL-a Mara. i.:.-r Azf. 2. 1^51: c;*i Sepc 2>, IsiS 

'xfr.r^ O . :-:.-s Mat i». iSW: ii*! >«pi % liZ-l 

IH InzUl Kiir*z*y, loa cf Fraacu s . was cca m ^crui^-si i. M^as.. 
about ITTd. He live%i in Aihd^M until 1S21, when he went to L«^R»\v. \\*afM^ 
1*0., N. Y. Ho had four daughters and thrae sons: Charlotte, who m. liorrin 
llavensi of LeRoy; she dieil leaving several children, onoof whom is Mrs. Susan 
Ueilge, of Downer's Grovo, IlL Heiekiah Bartlott Rannoy, son of Daniel, b. 
1808, d. 1832. Julia, dan. of Daniel, m., about 1836, Asiel Crittenden, of 
l*avilioa, N. Y. ; they both died about five years later, leaving one scm» >Mward, 
who has since lived wivh bis aunt, at Downer's Grove. Ozias Ramiey, sou of 
Daniel, m« Abbie l<iorthmp. He died in LeRoy in 1845» aged 28. leaving one 
ilaughter, Marian. Laura Ann, m. Alpheus Wilsey, and they now live at Dell 
Kapids, Dakota. Thoy have one child married and living near them. 

Mr. Daniel Ranney died in 1857, in Dupage Co., IlL, being at the time 
with his ilaughter, &lrs. Havens. He was aged 8G and very smart for bis years. 
Joel Kann«ty, son of Daniel (16), was bom in Massachusetts in 1807, d. in 
IN5I. He m. Klixtbeth Peck Champlam in 18II0. She was a dau. of laaao 
and Karah (Peck) Champlain, who oame to West Bloomdeld, Out. Co.. N. Y., 
in 1803. Isaac died in 1815, at 33 years of age, from injuries received in the 
war of 1812. He was a lineal descendant of Samuel Champlain, a celebrated 
French naval officer who, in 1600, discovered Lake Champlain, and founded 
V*telieo in 1608, and to whoee courage and enterprise Franco owed much for 
tlie cstablbbment of her colony of Canada. Mrs. Elixabcth P. Ranuey 
wai bum in 1811. They had four children: Hesekiah E, b. 1833, d. at the 
sKeof 49. He was a physician, m. Martha Bamctt KlisahethJano, b. 1835, m. 
John Morris, exwar^leu of the Midiigan prison, at Jackson. Dr. George E.« 
b. at lUUvia, N. Y., in 1839, m. in 1861, Uves in Lansing, Mich., is a noted 
physician and snrgoon; and John S. Ranney, b. 1S12, yonngest child of Joel, 
is a pine land and real estate dealer in Chicago, IlL Mra. Joel Ranney now 
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lives with her son. Dr. George K., in Lansing. Dr. lUnaey entered the Union 
army in 16(»l at a private soldier, and was soon made hospital steward of the 
Second Michigan Civalry. In 1863 he wjm made assistant sur^on, and soon 
after l>rigaJv surgeon and place<l in charge of Corps Hospital of Cavalry of the 
Divinion of the Mississippi. Since Feb., 1 8G6, he has praetioed in Lansing, Mioh., 
and has Hci|uiruil a widu culubrtly. Ilo is a niciidier of scvural Aiiicricaii aiNl 
KiiroiMMin uimlical stHsictios, an«l consulting surgoon for sevoral railroads in this 
State. Dr. lUnnoy m. in I8G9 Isabulhi K. Sparrow, «L of the Uite llai-tholo- 
mew Spanrow, of *< ICelteboq," Knuisjarthy, Ireland. Thoy have one son, 
llalph S., aged 15; and a dau. Florence, 7 years of age. 

Other JUnnoys of the same descent as the above are Jadgo Kafns P., of 
CloveUnd, 0.; also three sisters living in HowolK Mich., wiyes of Dr. Wells, 
Philo Gay, Kaq., and Mr. McPhcrson, and Hon. Poyton Uanney, of Kalama- 
xoo, Mich. 

HON. RUJAU PAINK. 

Conspienotts among the prominent men of the town was Klijah Paine, 
Esq., a lawyer, who settled in this village near tho close of the last century, 
and spent the remainder of his days here. He was a son of Dr. Elijah Paine, 
of Hattield and Williamsbnrg; was bom in Hat6eld, Nov, 29. 1760. graduated 
at Yale in 1700, and died Aug. 3. 184l(, aged 85. Ho nt.. Jnly 1, 1795, Patty 
Pomeroy, «if Northliokt She d. Jan. 28, 1842, aged l»9. JCsnuire Paine lie- 
came a man of much usofuluess and inlluoueo in tho community; of sterling 
character, with dt|piiHe<l bearing, and manners of a gentleman of the old 
sohod; a ruflle on his bosom was alwa)*s a port of his attire. He served as a 
member of each branch of the legislature; and, on the division of the old 
county, in 1811, was appointed Chief Justice of the Court of Sessions, and 
held the ofltce some fifteen years, until it was abolished by law. For his 
dwelling he built, in 1794, the house where Mrs. Pease now resides, and 
whioh, with land adjoining, is yet owned by his graachildren. For many 
years he was a deacon of the Coogrsgational Chnreh, and three of his sons— 
Klijah, William P. and John C— became clergymen. 

His children wore: Ixmisa, bom Nov. 21, 1705; Elijah, Deo. 9, 1797; 
Henry. Mar. 20, 1700; William P., Aug. 1, 180S; Mary, Juno 16. 1804; John 
C, Jan. 20, 180G; Lucius H., Jan. 7, 18)9; Martha was baptisetl Ock, 1811, 
and Frederick baptised Nov., 1816. 



TUK TAYLOIM, 8KAK8, PAUKKRe, MALUI AMD UOWKS. 

Dee. Jonathan Taylor, mentioned in several plaees in these pagee, was 
one of the three brothors settled near each other in the northerly part of Cape 
street. Jonathan settled about half a mile south of where Harrington Kelley 
now lives, and built a sawmill near there. He was in town as early as 17C9, 
coming here, with his wife, from Hardwick, although originally from Yar- 
mouth. He and his wife. Thankful, joined the Congregational Church, but, 
having Pome trouble with Mr. Sherwin, the minister, he left and joined Elder 
Smith's church, at lUptist Comer, and he and his descendants were ever after 
strong supporters of the Baptist denomination. ' Quite a number of his ehildren 
went West His son Jonathan remaiueil on the old place for many years, and 
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was the father of Mrs. Kpaphroditus WillUiizit and Miss Sally Taylor, later, 
wife of KUler Peaso. 

I Mac a»(l .lasher Taylor came to town later, from Yarmouth; prohably 
in 1771. laaac nettled on the farm where his preat graiuUoii, llcury, uow 
lives, lie bad four sous, of whom Kzckicl and Stc]>hcn staid in AMhIield. nn 
thr. old fnnii. K/nUiid was thu i;raiidf.ithur of Danivl antl llunry, now living 
in town, and Stephen was thu fiithvr <if Ansul, who wunt to Ihiukland and left 
iinnierous dokcundantM. Isaiah, the third son, settled in the northwest part 
of thu town and w:ui the gnmdfather of Alvah Taylor, of Auckland. .Icrcmiah 
moved to lluwlcy, and from his family have come a large number of ministers, 
•lasher, the third original Taylor settler, moved to Jiucklaud. Geo. Taylor, of 
Ruckland, alfto Wells and Darius, of this town, are his descendants. 

Howland, .lonathan, l*aul and Kaos Sears were also early aetUert in Cape 
street, Kowlaud being in town as early as 1772 He and Paul, althou;;h only 
distantly related, bought and worked a tract of land together. They built 
two frame houses ati«l then cast lots for the occupancy. Howland drew for the 
north house, where Mr. Cowan now lives, and Paul about thirty rotls south, 
the house afterwanls occupied by the Kelley family. Rowland, when asked 
how they could live together so peaceably, said that Paul wouldn't quarrel, 
anyway. They both dietl in town. Rowland ha<l eight children; of the sons, 
only Abini staid in town. He lived and died on the old place. !*anl had 11 
children; and t>f the daughters CUri«sa nmrriutl Sanford lk>ice, Achsah m. 
(•corgc llaiMioy .*ind was the miither of 11. S. Kanney, Kii|., Ketsey in. Ansel 
Taylor, and I'rincilla ni. Mr. Pnitt, of Huckland. Koos was a brother of Paul, 
Olid liveil where his grandson, Nathan, lived for many years. 

Jonathan Scars settled on the farm where Benjamin Sears now lives, and 
was his great grandfather. He had Jonathan, Jr., who settleil on the old 
place; Freeman, a minister, located in the east part of tlie State, and 
Atarelah, who 8ettle<l on the south part of the old farm. Other settlers, about 
the time of the Revolution, were Elitba Parker, grandfather of Marcus, and a 
Revolutionary soldier; Levi and Eli Eldredge, Abner Kelley, Asa Selden and 
Samuel Hall. 

All tho settlers through that street came from Yarmouth, on the Cape; 
hence, "Cape street." Kliaha Parker settleil on the hill, about 50 rods south 
of the suhoolhouse; Levi Eldreilge, ftouth of Eqos Sears, building the house 
uow standing where Levi's sou Samuel lived; Abner Kelley settled jnst oppo- 
site him, and Asa Selden 50 rods farther south; Samuel Hall settled about 100 
roils south of the Taylor Comers, and was the ancestor of Shmuel W. Hall, 
Atherton, of Savoy, and Daniel and Joshua. Nearly all of these settlers had 
large families, seventy-five scholars attending the school in that district in the 
winter. "CAfw Street'* is in the south part of the town. It was so named 
because all the settlers who came to that losality and settled, near the close 
of tho last century, were emigrants from Capo Cod. It is simply a school dis- 
trict, nearly all the inhabitants of which are on one road a mile aud a half in 
length. 

Mr. Marcun Parker says that thu settlors of (*apo street catut* up one year 
and cleared their land antl built their log huusei, and the next year brought 
up their families. While here the first soa«on thtty hoirded a portitm nf the 
time at Aaron Fuller's tavern, where Hiram Warren now lives. 
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Besides the Samael TUll who setUed in Cipe street, there were Joseph 
And Beuben Hall. Joseph came from Yarmouth in 1797, and bought of Jona- 
than Taylor lot No. 2, 2d division, being the farm whore his grandson, A. G. 
ilall, now lives. He married in Yarmouth Lucy Scars, sister of Jonathan, 
who married Joseph's sister. Of Joseph's children, Joseph, George and Scth 
lived and died in Ash Held. The others cmigrate<l to the State of New York. 
Joseph Hall, of Hartfonl, Conn., son of Seth, has bcea for twenty five years 
principal of the Hartfonl Hi^h School. 

David Rail, brother of Samuel, came here previous to 1780, with his son 
Kenbeu, and settled about 100 rods west of where Allen Hal] now lives. 
Reuben was an officer on the ship from which the tea was thrown overboard 
in Boston Harbor. Ueaben was the father of Thomas, who left a large pos- 
terity in this town, and great grandfather of Dr. O. Stanley Hall, professor in 
the Johns llopkin University, of Baltimore, and a noted writer on eduoa- 
tional topics. 

Of the Howes families there were seven different men by that name who 
settled and died in town. Kimbal and Zachariab oame to town in 1775 or 1776, 
and settled on laud now occupied by Kphraim VVilliams, Kimbal living where 
Kphrnim now lives, and Zachariah 100 roils farther south. Afterwards Kimbal 
moved to New Boston, where hu died. Ho was the father of Capt. Kimbal 
and Barnabas, and grandfather of Barnabas, late author of the two books of 
AshHeld history before alluded to. 

Zachariah move«i to Briar Hill, on the farm now occupied by his grandson, 
Otis Howes. Me was also the father of Nsbhan, and grandfather of Mrs. 
KlfmctiCo«>k. 

Samuel came to town about the same time and settled on the farm north 
of Great Pond, now occupied by his great grandson, Charles Richmond. His 
son Hcman married Eliakem Lilly's sister, and the same year £liakc*m mar- 
ried Heroan's sister. Heman lived and died on the old place, raising a large i 
family, most uf which scttloil in Ashlield and vicinity. ' 

tlxekicl an<l Mark, mmn uf "Sailor Thomas," settled a few years later in 
the northwest part of the towiL They both raiseil large families. David S., 
son of ivxcki^'l, now lives on the farm his father uccupiml, and Henry A., 
grandson of Mark, now tills the farm his grandfather cleared up, 

Dea. Anthony lluwcs and Joshua, his brother, distant relatives of tho 
other lluwes, settled on the hit], about i 00 rods south of Mrs. John KioUrs 
new house (GO on map), on the old road to South Ashfleld. They came previ* . 
ous to 17S8. Anthony was the father of the late Frederick Howes, Esq., of 
Salem (see page 204), also of David, who was the father of Mrs. Wait Bement. 
Joshua had one Hon. Joshua, who married a lister of Seth Hall and emigrated 
to tho Mohawk Valley. None of the detcend.ints of Anthony or Joshua are 
now in town. All these families were descendants of Thomru Howes, of Yar- 
mouth, who, with John Crowell, bought of the Indians, in lO.'tC, what now 
comprises the towns of Dennis and Yarmouth. , 

One of t)io best known and highly respected men of Ashticld at the present 
time is Frederick O. Howes, l^lsq. He is a farmer and resides at 29 (see map, 
page 32S), a member of the Massachusetts State Horticultural Society, and a 
surveyor by profession. An old resident of Ashfield says of him: " I wish 
you should not fail to know that he has for many years been a leading and 
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influential citizen here; has had moat of the town olBcet; wai for a long time 
school teacher; has done valuable and long continued service on school com* 
mittcea; wan memhcr of State legislature, and is in service as Justice of the 
Peace.'' Mr. Howes has kindly given much time and labor to preparing 
matter for this part uf the )>ook. 

Tll£ ^VILMAMjSES. 

The following is an extract from an address delivered by Rev. Francis 
Williams, of Chaplin, Conn., at the Williams family gathering, in Ashfield, 
Sept 4, 1878: 

Our grandfather, Ephraim Williams, Esq., was descended on the maternal 
side from Capt. Hunt, who had command of a company of men who did such 
gootl ser\'ice in the early conflicts of the colony, that Ashtield, first called 
Huntstown, was granted to that company. His mother was a Hunt, and it 
was from his connection with this grant that he came to settle in Huntstown. 
He was a skillful surveyor, and his services were called in constant requisition 
among the Hrst settlers of the town. He bought out many of the soldiers' 
claims and owned more than 1,500 acres, most of which he afterwards gave to 
his children. He was for a time reckoned one of the wealthiest men west of 
the Connecticut river. He came tu Ashtield in 1771, a journey of 120 miles, 
on foot, with a hired man, carrying on their backs what tools would be neces- 
sary to build a sawmill, and a few necessary pieces of sawed lumber. They 
fixed ui>on a place for the mill where the mill of Darius Williams now stands. 
The tint night he elept between two hemlock barks, on his gi-cat coat, keeping 
up his camp-fires ns a protection against wild aiiimals; and during the night 
the howling wolves appeared near enough for him to see their eyes glisten 
from the light of his tire. By the second night they had a cabin built, where 
they could sleep with a sense of safety. The millwright, who came from 
Rostitn t4i do the work, finiaheil tliu job, and his bill is now in the hsndsof one 
of your numlter prvsent to-day, and it was ;^13.:i:), M'hen computed in our cur- 
rency. Wages were really low then, and yet strikes for higher wages were 
not won dreanietl of. The iMiards for covering tliu mill wvro ttawed in it as , 
soon as they could put it in running order. , 

When he could esbildi^h a homo, like a gotni domestic man, as he was. he | 
went tu Mcndou am! toiik his britlv elect, Mi»s Mercy Daniels, who was born j 
Aug. 7, 1757. The}* M-ere married Sept. 14, 1775. and set out immediately for I 
their wilderness homo. Both were of good families, but their weilding trip ! 
differed essentially frum that of persons in like position in modern times. An j 
ox wagon wan oonst meted, the wheels from two earta of the same aixe wore | 
put u|H>n it, two yoke of good stout oxen were yoked to it, some nocvasary ! 
household furniture hiadcd on, a scat jirnpared for the bride, and they left the 
old homeatead, with many g(H>d wiahcia for their success and happiness in life. 
The roads were^rough, but the young bridegroom, cartwhip in hand, started 
his gentle team with the precious freight, all carefully cared for by joyous, 
youthful love, lie walked by the side of his team wheie the roads were rough, 
and when they came to the smooth plains she gladly gave him a seat by her 
side, and they talked of the new home, anticipated with so much interest. 
When hunger told its story— as it will, even to loving couples—the oxen were 
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fed, the bride eet out the frugal luach from the boxes And baskets, the bleat- 
iDg WM Aiked, and a feast, better than a stalled ox without love, was enjoyed. 

When they oome within a little more than three lAiles of their new home, 
nothing hut a bridle path lies before them; they can go no further. At a 
li'iiiMo «)ii or noar tlio place i>f the lato ^f r. Fuller, on the opposite side of the 
road from the old Williaiiis homo, whore grandfather died, and whoro Mr. 
Orvillo Hall now resides, she remained for about a week, until her young hue* 
band, and kind friends from near and far, could out through a roail for an ox 
team to pans. Then the young bride, amid the congratulations of most persons 
in the vicinity, was conveyed to her new home, of which she became the light 
and joy. 

When winter came no com could be ground nearer than Williamsburg, 
southeast nine miles. Snow foil to the depth of four feet on the level. He 
pounded corn in his 5-pail iron kettle, with his millibar, and was happy in 
the thought that he was so conveniently situated, with so good implements for 
obtaining his meal. Before he went back for his bride he went to what is now 
New BoKton, bought half a steer, bound it upon his saddle before htm and 
startetl around through the center near by, as there was no bridle path nearer. 
Night drew on, and the wolires began to call and answer each other. He 
knew they scented meat and were gathersng the pack for pursuit. His horse 
was good, and anxious, like himself, to reach safety and home. His plan was 
ipiickly formed— to hasten as fast as |)ossible, and if they overtook him to cut 
the cord, dnip the sido of beef, M'ith which ho thought they wouhl bo fully 
occupied until ho reached homo. But his g jo<l stectl liore him safely through, 
and his new bride found the beef in good order for her winter cooking. Others, 
however, were not so well provided. It was thought the road must bo opened 
to the mill in Williamsburg, snd the scattered inhabitants of Ashfield started 
with their teams and shovels to break out roads. After a few days of earnest 
work they met, in Ooshen, a party from Williamsburg who were breaking 
through to relieve those they feared were suffering form hunger. That was a 
joyful meeting for the tired men and teams from AshBeld. They realised the 
good of having kind neighbors, if they were nine miles from them. 

By hunting and tishiug the early settlers helped out the winter's 
provisions. The bears, raccoons, rabbits, partridges, squirrels and other 
game often made a well filled larder and a cheerful fireside. Grandfather, 
with his gun and traps, often came from the forest a successful hunter. The 
home circle was also enlarging, and a numerous family cheered the hearts of 
father and mother with their joyful, loving greetings. 

Grandfather had ten children^nine by his first wife and one by his 
second. David, bom Doc. C. 177C, died in Ashfield, in the house where we 
are now assembled, at a good old 94^. Daniel, b. Mar. 2, 177tt» was a most 
consistent Christian, deacon in the Congregational church, and lived and died 
on the old homestead of his father, where his son Darius now iivos. The old 
place where grandfather commenced domestic life has always remained in the 
family, and the sawmill ban alw.iya been a place of busy activity in the lumber 
business since thin town was a %trilderness. Rebecca Mantor, b. Nov. 28, 1779, 
d. in Hawley ill 1807; Abigail Warren, b. Miy 7, 1781; d. in Conway; Eph* 
raim, b. June 2% 1783; d. while a member of Williams College preparing for 
tho ministry, and his room-mate, Gordon Hall, afterwards a misiiouary, pro* 
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noancttd bis college eulogy. ApoUoe, b. May 24, 1785, died in Aahfield; Ezra, 
b. May 21, 17S7, d. in Aehfield; larad (my father), b. Sept 4, 1789, d. in 
Geneva, Wie., Oct. U, 184U, at the ago of 57; Moaee, b. April 0, 1793, d. at 
the age of 14; Abel, b. Sept. 2G, 1794, eon of grandfather's .eccona wife, resided 
with his father upon the now homeatead until after grandfathor's death, and 
Moiiic y«*}irN .'irturwanlM Hold hin placo and nfinoviid to Windsor, wlutru tut ilicd 
aftur a fuw years' rcKidciicc. 

[Kcl>. 14, 170:), Joaoph Iklcher of •Stoughtoa, conveyed to Daniel Williams, 
ICsq., of lilaston (Ephraim's father), "so much of that share of the common and 
undivided lands in lluntstowu, that l>elonged to my honored father, Joseph 
Belcher, as to make up and entitle him to 250 acres;" consideration, .L'30 
S(|uiru Williams lH>ught tho place now occupied by Orville Hall in 1793.] 

Apollua Williams, who married Hannali Ellis, (see page 101), was a 
gramlson of Daniel Williams, of i'^toih Daniel married a Hunt, proliably 
a daughter of Kbenezcr, the head petitioner for the grant. Daniel owntHl lauds 
in different parts of the town. ApoUos was a nephew of Epliraim WiUiams, 
Esi|., and lived on or near the James Ranney place, about 150 rods north of 4S. 



TBIS 8HSrARl>S. 

Dea. Isaac Shepard was in Huntstown as early as 1763, and was then 31 
years of age. He married Jemima, the fifth child o/Chileab Smith, Sr. It is 
not known that he live«l at any other place than 58, on tho farm now occupied 
by Francis U. Phillips, where he is supposetl to have settled, and ui>on which 
he dietl. In 1770, by tliu Spriugliold records, he b«iught of John Blackniar lot 
No. 22« which was the lot adjoining his on tho west. Not long after, 
Isaac's brother, Samuel, settled on this lot The house upon the lot was 
already built when Samuel settled there, and is now occupied by Ohapin 
Elmer, a great great grandson of Samuel Elmer, Ut, and Nathan Chapin. 
The house must be 120 years old, and was probably built by John lUackmer. 

Dea. Isaac had Isaac, Jr., who married Jemsha Phillips and moved to 
Stocktoo; Stillman, who died on the old place; Jemima, who married 
Aaron Lyon, Jr., and was the mother of Mary Lyon; Almena, who married 
Deacon Harris Wight» of Bnckland, and Lura, who married Deacon William 
Putnam, of Bucklandt Isaac was chosen deacon in Chilcab Smith's chnrch, 
just after the division in 1788, and continued in the office until his death. He 
was a man highly esteemed in the town and served on the Boanl of Selectmen 
and in other offices. He was bnried in the Baptist Comer burial ground, and 
on his headstone is inscribed: 

** In lucittory of Dtscon bate Sbeiitrd, who departed this life May IS, 1802, sged 69 
years. 

A buabasd dear, a father kind, 

A pious heart, a patient mind ; 

He's left all things below in peace, 

And gone, we trust, where aorrows cease. 

Ilia body rottbooeath this bed 

Till Gabriel's truaip shsll rsise the dead.** 

Samuel, with his five children, went to Stockton. Pamelia, his eldest 
daughtert married Quartus Smith, grandson of Elder Ebenezer. Mr, Smith and 
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his wife celebrated their i;olden wedding a few ytt^n since, and both died soon 
After. Not many years before their death they visited AshKeld, and were 
greatly interested in looking over the places familiar to them in their youthful 
days. They were much afTected when they bade a final good bye to tho old 
birth places, and looked upon them, as they said, for the last time. (See 

THE 8BIITHS. 

Chileab Smith, Sr., moved with his family to Huntstown, from Hadley, 
in 1750. It is probable that he was there before tliat time, and held some 
interest, as he was chosen, at a moetinfr in Hadley in 1742, a committee, with 
Richard Ellis and Nathaniel Kellogg, to lay out lots. The next year he was 
chosen on a eommittee to "provide and agree with a minister to preach to such 
as Inhabit at Huntstown." Between this time and 1750 he was on a commit- 
tee to build the com mill, and for other purposes. He settled on lot 27, and 
built his house at the soutlierly end of the lot, about a dosen rods southeast 
of the house occupied by his great grandson, the late Ziba Smith. 

A history of the Baptist Church in this part of the town is a history of 
the Smith family at this period, and their peculiar traits of character can be 
shown no better than by giving extracts from the early records of this church, 
now in the hands of private parties. 

"RbOORD of THI PlANTXKO, OaTIIBRINO A2fD PrOCBIDIKOS or TBI 

BArrisT Church of Christ in Ashfirld: 

" In the spring of the year 1753 Chileab Smith moved it to bis Neighbors 
to set up llcligions Meetings, which they did, and a Blessing followed; and a 
Number (in the Jutlguiuut (»f Charity) wore brouglit savingly home to Christ. 

" Oct. !!5, 1753. A number met to Gather for solemn fasting and prayer, 
and Chileab Smith and Sarali his wife, Ebenezer Smith, Mary Smith and 
Jemima Smith entered into a written covenant together to keep up the Wor- 
ship of God, and to walk up to farther light as they should require it 

'* Not. 29, 1753. ICbeneaer Smith, being desired, began to improve among 
them by way of Doctrine." 

At this time Chileab Smith was 45 years old; his son, Ebenezer, just 
named, 19; the daughter Mary older than Ebenezer, and Jemima younger. 
The records continue : 

" In the years 1754 and 1755 they were Forced to leave the Town for 
some months, for fear of the Indians. 

" 1756. They continued in the Town and kept up the Publick Worship 
of God on the first day of the week continually. Refreshing all that Came to 
Hear and Attend the Worship with them." 

July 2, 17GI, they were emboiUod as a church of ten members, of whom 
six were members of Mr. Smith's family. Chileab, Enos and Eunice, three 
mure of his cliildrcn, a short time after united with the church. The records, 
after giving the formation of the church, articles of faith and the covenant, 
with a list of those baptised and joining the covenant^ continue thus: 

** Kul>., I7G3. Tho po<ip)e of another Porsuasion settled a Minister in the 
1*own, and obliged the Baptists to pay their proportion of his Settlement and 
Salary till 1768. Then the Church sent Chileab Smith to the General Court, 
at Boston, witli a petition for Help; but Got None. 
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"In 17i»!) the (Jliurch made their case known to the Baptist Auoeiation 
ftt Warren [Worcester Co.] and Received from thorn a Jjettcr of Admittance 
into that IMy. 

"In April, 1770, the other Society sold 400 acres of the Baptist I^ands 
for the support i»f their Minister and Meeting- J louse. 

" Under our Oppression wescnteighttimes to the General Court at Boston 
for help; but (iot None. 

*' In Oct., 1771. We were set at Liberty by an Order from the King of 
Great Britain, and our T<ands Uestored." 

Between 1771 and 17S5 the reccinis are meager and incomplete, eight 

pages being missing during this time. The church seems to have ilourishe<l 

• and received large accessions under Elder Ebencxer Smith's ministrations. 

The church on the hill [34 on map] was built during this time, about twenty 

rods north of Chileab Smith's house. 

In the year 1785, with Enos Smith as clerk, tbe records give a minute 
account of a difliculty which arose between Elder Ebenezer Smith and his 
father Chileab, respecting the salary of a minister, the Elder contending that 
he should have a Hxed salary, and his father that ministers should not be hire- 
lings, but should preach for a love of the work, and fie content with what the 
church sees fit to give him. The church and Mr. Chileab Smith's family were 
divided on the question. Meeting after meeting was held» the advice of neigh* 
boring churches sought without avail; the breech grew wider. Finally, 
(resuming the record): 

" Oct 25, 17S6. The Church Concluded that any further Labour with 
the Elder amongst ourselves would be fruitless, agreed once more to send to 
siait«'r ChurchoM for hulp." 

The Council, being convened l>oc. 27, after hearing both sides, decided: 

"That the Elder was justifiable in his conduct; and advised the church, 
after they ha4l concluded their acts were invalidated, to receive the Elder into 
his oilice in the church again, and to let him know that we have made him a 
Reasonable Compensation for his Ijibours amongst us, and then to Continue 
the Relation as Church and Pastor, or Dismiss him in Peace." 

'* Jan. 24, 1787. The Church considered the Result of the Council before 
mentioned, and found that it wanted the' Testimony of Scripture for its sup- 
port, by which we desii*cd to be tried; and that if we followed their Result 
and advice we must leave God's word as to our understandings. Therefore, 
Voted, That wo cannot agree with their Result, for many obvious and Scrip- 
tural Reasons, which may bo seen at Large in the original Records. 

"Aug. 29, 1788. Friday the Church met for solemn fasting and Prayer 
to Abnighty God, it being a dark time with us, we being Despised by men. 
Elder Smith and his party having taken from us our meeting-house, and we 
turuetl out to meet where we could find a place, and the Association, on hear- 
ing his story, having dropped us from that body." 

But ( 'hilcab Smith did not despair. He immediately set about 0rg.1ni7.ing 
a church again, without the aid of ministers or other churches, and, Jan. 14, 
1780. <!hileab Smith, Sr., then over SO years of age, and Enos Smith, his son, 
weiu ordfiiiied as elders and leaders in the church, and Isaac .Shepurd and 
Moses Smith, deacons. They united with Baptists from Buckland and built 
a ohurch building just opposite where the house of Kelson Drake now stands. 
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It was a one-aiory building, with a foui-tided, pointed roof. There i« good 
evidence that they bailt thia house in 1789. ' (It was a little over one mile 
north of the church then at 31.) The church seemed to gain in numbers* and 
wa« by ilugreea receive«l into feilow^hip with the other churches. Jan. 23, 
170S: Vntud to receive back KUlcr Kbeuezer Smith, with such niembors as 
nru willing t«> tell thuir ux|icriuiicu. ICiglitccn incmbor« arc rccordiul as 
received into full communion. Among them were John Aldcu, Mchitaldo KUis 
[widow of Itcubcu KilisJ, Klisha .Smith, Japliet Chapin, Thomas Phillii>a and 
Nancy Aldun. 

Chilcab Smith, Sr., died in ISOO. Kldcr Cno4 Smith continued to preach 
for many years. Ho lived up to his belief, chnrged nothing for preaching, 
but waH HupiH>rtcil by voluntary contributions. Iflrastus Klmer, now !K) years 
of aifc. well remembers the neighbors and his father carrying in their gifts. 
Elder Kiios lived on the opposite corner from Nelson l>raLe*s house. liUder 
Kbcnezcr lived nearly opposite where Mr. Temple now lives. Both were gooil 
men, highly respected by all who knew thom. KIder Enos died in his old 
house, and lOlder Bbonexcr movotl to Stockton, N. Y., in 1816. 

Oue of Klder Euoa' slaughters married Ifiram Richmond. Several of her 
sons are now living in this vicinity. Nathan Elmer married the other daugh- 
ter, Julia. Enos' son Calvin moved to Stockton, Emory to Wisconsin; Enos, 
Jr., died in TuUy, N. Y. 

Chileab Smith, 2d, died on the old place in 1843, aged 100 years and 7 
months. He had two sons, Chileab, 3d, and Jeduthan. Chileab lived where 
Mr. March now does, and Jeduthan on the old place. When Jeduthan went 
to Stockton, N. Y., Chileab, lid, moved to the old plaoo, whore he died, leav- 
ing Ziba, . Eliai, Daniel and Russell. Ziba lived with his father, and died on 
the old place; Elias lived and died on a farm one-third of a mile south; Daniel 
was deaf and dumb, and Russell went West, to a locality unknown by his 
relatives here. Chiluab, 3d, had six daughters, four of whom married in ad- 
joining towns; Sybil, a Fairbanks, of Adrian, Mich. , and Louisa, a Fisk, of 
Rrattleboro, Vt. Elias left no issue. Three of Ziba's children are now living; 
one son, Houghton, now lives on a portion of the original form, with three 
boys and one girl, and these members of Houghtmi's family are the only de - 
scendants of the Cliileab Smith family in Ashiield bearing his name. 

The houses built by the Chileabs 1st and 2d are torn down; the house 
built by Jeduthan, and occupied by Chileab, 3d, and Ziba, is deserted. The 
meeting-house on the hill just above, was taken down and moved 60 rods east, 
in 1831. Very soon desertions to the Free Will Baptists made havoc in their 
already enfeebled ranks, and between 1840 and 1850 Millerism and the Second 
Adventists so diminished their numbers that meetings ceased to be held. The 
building soon went to ruins, and now a modest schoolhouse stands upon the 
spot. 

Not only the building, but the church itself, which Chileab Smith and his 
sons planted and gathered with so much labor, has ceased to exist. 

The following document was written by Elder Ebenezer Smith the year 
before his death: 

"Stockton, Chautauqua Co., N. Y., May 1st, 1823. 

" For the information of 'my children I write the following account of my 
grandfather's |iosterity. My grandfather's name was Preserved Smith; his 
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wife, Mary Smith, by whom he hod one cUughter and eiz eona. He died when 
they were all small. Hia daughter, Mary, and oldeat ton. Preserved, died 
young, and were not married; his second son, Ebenezer, married, had a son, 
Preserved, and a daughter, Hannah; he was killed at raising my Grandfather 
Mooily's house; his son went into the army and died with sickness; his daugh- 
ter nuirriod, had a family, and dicil in old age. My grandfather's third sou, 
Samuel, married Sarah Morton, and had 12 children. My grandfather's fourth 
son, Chilcab Smith, who was my father, married Sarah Moody, and had 13 
children. My grandfather's fifth son, James, married Sara Smith; had only ; 
two daughters that lived to grow up. Samuel, Chileab, James, three brothers, I 
all lived to bo upwards of 90 years of ago, and died one after anothcr^as they | 
were bom. My grandfather's sixth son, Moses, died when a child. 

'*My father's children were Mary, who lived to have a family, and died 
Aug. 4, 1787; then myself, Ebeneter, then Mosi«. Sarah, Jemima and Chileab, 
who are all living; then Enos and Mariam, who died little children; then 
Mariam and Enos, who are yet living; then a son who died an infant; then a 
daughter, Eunice, who is yet living. Of my father's twelve children, four 
sons and four daughters are 3'et living, April 30, lS'i.3. I am the oldest, in my 
S9th year. Eunice, the youngest, in her C7th year. My grandmother, Mary 
Smith, died in 17G3, aged 82 years. My mother died on her birthday, Dec. . 
23, 1789. My father died Aug. 19, 1800, aged 92 years. I marriefl Rememl>er 
Ellis July 1, 1756, and she died Sept. 15, 1795. aged CO. She was a daughter 
of Richard Ellin, who was bom in Ireland Aug. 10, 1704, and died in Ashlield 
Oct. 7, 1797, aged 93 years. He came to America at the age of 13 years, and 
lived in Eaatoti, then moved to Deorlicld, then to ITuntstown, now Ashticld, 
in the year 1750. He was the Itrst settler of that town, and cut down the 
first tree in the town. I married Lucy Shepardson June 14, 1796, and she 
died Oct 5, 1808, aged 68. I married Either Harvey Jan. 4, 1800, and she 
died Oct. 14, ISU, aged 78, since which time I have lived. alone; that is, with- 
out any companion, and spent my time chiefly in preaching the Gospel. My 
children are so scattered about the world that I cannot tell how many there 
are of them, bnt, by the beat information that I can get, I suppose that there 
is not much odds of one hundred of my posterity now living. I never expect I 
to see but few of them in this world, but if we may all meet in that world of { 
JOY, how hsppy it will be; but, oh ! how awful the thought that any of my 
offspring should hear that dreadful sound: Depart I thou God of grace, dis- 
play Thy saving power and bring -them home to Thyself. And oh, my dear 
children, my prayer for yon is that yon might be saved. You must deny 
yourselves and follow the Lamb, or lie down in sorrow for eternity. '* Strait 
is the gate and narrow the way that leadeth to life, and few there be that find 
it" Oh, to be bom again, and become new creatures in Christ Jesus, is of 
infinite imitortance to every one. So I leave this as the token of my regard 
for my dear children, praying the Lord to bless them alL" 

p. S. — My son, Ebenezen I commit this to yonr care to show to as many 
of my children and grandchildren as you have opportunity. E. S. 

Letter from Dea. Aaron Smith, of Stockton, X. Y., te his second consin, 
Dea.Ziba Smith, of Ashfield, dated Mar. 30, 185L Aaron was a son of Ebenezer, 
Jr., and grandson of Elder Ebenezer Smith. Ziba was a son of Chileab, 36, 
and grandson of Chileab, Jr. The latter was a brother of Elder Ebenezer. j 
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*< DsAR CoudiN : I iit down to inform you of our welfare. We are aII 
well M uaual. It it a |(eiieral time of health here. I have had a i^ood deal 
of aickneaa in my family lince I have beirnn to keep houae. 1 have had ten 
children; have buried five of them, all daughters; have three aona and two 
daughters living; the oldest a daughter of 22, the youngest a sou 7 years of 
age. As to religion, it is quite a low time here. Ziba» I want to see you and 
your family, and brothers and sisters, very much, ouoe more, in the land ef 
the living. Have not forgotten the comfort taken in your company at school, 
and at the old Baptist meeting-house, in singing, in our younger days. I want 
to go to Xew England, the land of my birth, once more; tliink some of going 
this season, if my life is spared and my family are well. The last time I saw 
yon was thirty-one years ago this month, at your father's. I want to go with 
you once more on to the ground where the old meeting-house used to stand; 
also to the burying ground; think I could pick out Jeduthan's grave; also ow 
great grandfather's, Chileab Smith's; and the first one who was buried there, 
who was a sister of your father. My father and mother are quite old and 
feeble. Father doesn't labor any; his memory is very good for so old a man; 
he lives with his youngest daughter; he will be 85 next month. My brother 
Quartns and his wife are well« also Oerry and my sisters. Your cousin, Na- 
tlian Smith, and family are all well; his four older sons are great stout giants, 
your aunt Naomi is well, and livee with Lyman, on the Fox river, in Illinob; 
he has married his second wife. Your cousin Sawyer Phillips is well; he has 
sold his farm and gone to Latarany; it is 70 miles from here. His oldest 
son is a widower; his second son marricl Asa Ellis' daughter, is a doctor, and 
lives near his father. Your cousin Hiram Laxelle and family are all well; he 
pays the highest tax in town— that is $30; he has a dairy of sixty cows, the 
income of which last season was $1,800. Your cousin Philip Laselle and 
family are well. He and Royal Carter are in the mercantile trade; are doing . 
well. Royal's mother is welL Your cousin Alvrary Lazelle is well. I will 
give you a sketch of the Smith family which we belong to: It is to be traced 
to Rev, Henry Smith, of Wethersfield, Conn., who came from Old England. 
All such information is important to be collected for the benefit of our posterity, i 
that the branch of Smiths that ws belong to may not be lost Henry Smith { 
is as far back as I can trace our ancestors. 

The lirst of our ancestors that came from England were Henry Smith and 
his wife, Dorithy Smith. On his passage to this country he had a son bora, 
and from the unusual circumstances uf his birth he called his name Preserved, 
which is the origin of this name, which has since been retained in several 
branches of the famflies of his posterity. The first notice of Henry Smith is 
on the records of the First Congrej^ational Church in Charlestown, Mass. He 
and his wife Dorithy were admitted to the full communion uf tbo church the 
Ttth of October, 1G37. It is believed ho came to America in the year 1G37, 
which was seventeen years after the Plymouth company. He was the 6rst 
ininisterof the first Congregational church in Wethersfield, Coiiu., as near as 
can Ix) ascurtainod. Ho was installed in the spring of 1G41, at which time the 
churjh was gathered. He died in 1G48, and very little is known of bis 
ministry. Dorithy, his widow, married a Mr. Russell, father of Rev. John , 
Uussull, who succeeded Henry Smith in the ministry at Wethersfield. Mr. 
Russell and his son, the minister, went to Hadley with a colony, comprising 
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tho Urgor body of the church, in 1659, ftiid iome of Henry Smith's children 
went with, the colony to Hadley and settled there. Key. Henry Smith was 
great grandfather to our great grandfather, Chiloab Smith. We are the sev- 
enth generation from the Rev. Henry Smith The Preserved born on the 
passage to this country was grandfather to our great grandfather, Chileab 
Smith. Our great grandfather's father's name was Preserved, jr. Our great 
grandfather, Chileab Smith, was born in South Hadley, Juno 1, 1708, and died 
Aug. 19, 1800, in the 93d year of his age. He left when he died, living, S 
children, 46 grandcliildrcn and 91 great grandchildren; total, 145. He was 
ordained in the Gospel ministry when he was 80 years of age. He had a 
family of 12 children. He was one of the first settlers of Huutstown, now 
Ashfield. He settled in the town in the year 1751. My grandfather. Elder 
Ebenezer Smith, was bom in South Hadley Oct. 4, 1734. He began to preach 
Nov. 29, 1753; ordained Aug. 20, 1761. He died July 6, 1824, aged 89 years. 
He had a family of seven children. He was a preacher of the Gospel ministry 
72 years, and preached nine thousand and twenty sermons, rode one horse 19 
years, and traveled in that time 23,000 miles. Our great aunt, Jemima Sliep* 
ard, was bom in South Hailley March 26, 1740, and died Sept. 29, 1S28, aged 
88 years. She had a family of seven children. I will give you a sketch of 
what my grandfather left on record before he died. [See above.] Twelve of 
our great grandfather Chilbab' Smith's posterity are and have been ministers; 
all living but three; two settled in this county, and five of the females married 
ministers; two of them and their«husbands are missionaries, one in Ohinii and 
the otlior in India. There is not much odds of one hundred and thirty of his 
posterity living in this cuuuty; tho sixth frcneration from him lives in this 
town, and the tenth from Rev. Henry Smith lives in the county. If you 
conclude to come here this season, send me a letter the time you are going to 
start on your journey, that I may not miss of you if I go down, for 1 want to 
visit you more than any one in Ashfield. Give my respects to your brothers 
and sisters, especially to l^tsey and her husband. Read this to your brother 
Elias and your sisters. 

Believe me your affectionate relative, 

AARON SMITH. 
To 1)K4. ZiBA Smith, of Ashfield. 

Of Ebenecer Smith, Jr., second son of Elder El>enezcr, and Remember 
(Ellis) Smith, and his descendants, an acquaintance writes as follows: 

*'They all lived in my native town of Stockton. Ebenzer, Jr., was a 
self-educated man, could oalculate an eclipse with accuracy. He was a nat* 
ural mathematician [like his sister Jemima, see page 92], and able to solve 
any problem, that the inquisitive ]>edagoKUO had the inclination to otTcr. 
Venerable Doctors of Divinity would visit him, for his opinion on Bible exx)osi« 
tions. He was greatly afilictod with rheumatism, for more than twenty of his 
last years. He was a iimall man in stature, but very active, never requiring 
more than four or &ye hours sleep in the twenty-four. The young and old 
sought \\\n counsel, as well tut to uliaro ilio richly stored knowledge hu lumHcsiicd. 
lie was a great reader, and it was said ho never forgot a thing worth remem- 
bering. When he began to converse, he would always say how limited was 
our knowledge to what the human intellect was eapablo of, and would speak 
uften of the attaimneuts we should make in the future life. He was thor- 
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onghly orthodox and often apoke of the muterly love of God, in the redemp* 
tion of the world. His d«af(hter, Kesiah, tenderly oAred for the aged oonple. 
He died in 1855 and was huried in the Caaaadaga Cemetery, by the aide of hit 
eon, JOlionoxur, who died a yoiin|r man, about twenty years preWons. See 
page 9(i. 

*'0f his children: Dea. Aaron Smith mnrriod Ijaiira Harrison, who was 
born in Conn., May 2*J, 180'i, and is now living on the old homostoad — next to 
the lands of his father, Ebenuzer, which was bought of the Holland Land 
Company, in ISIC. Aaron Smith was a very peculiar man, perfectly unos- 
tentatious, possessing a memory of history and events that is rarely equaled; 
self-sacrificing and willing to deny himself, that he might add to the happi- 
ness of others. He, like all the others, was a zealous Baptist of the old type, 
but it seldom expressed itself in other than noble, honest and benevolent acts. 
He possessed great fondness for relics and archeologicsl specimens, and his 
collection of such, and manuscripts, was quite extended. He had in his 
collection spikes and hinges, from the door of the fort at Deerlield, Mass., 
where the settlers dcfeiuled themselves before the Bloody Brook massacre at 
that place, by the Indians. He was a hist4»rian of quite enviable attaiimients, 
and often his countenance would brighten in describing events in the reign of 
the Cesars. He died in 1S7G, aged upwards of 80 years. He quietly passed 
away, conscious to the last, cheerfully welcoming the change. He was 
buried in the old Stockton Cemetery by the side of several of his children. 
Ho hail ten children; only three of whom are living two sons and a 
daughter. The two sons live upon the old homestead and are highly 
prosperous and worthy citizens. The only daughter living * (Fomilla), 
married August Somberger, a worthy farmer, and Uvea in the adjoining 
town of Charlotte. The sons, (living) names are William, who married 
Minerva Guest, and they have one child, named Aaron, the other son 
(living), Aaron Jr., is unmarried and lives with his mother on the farm. 

" An older brother, Cyrus, who died soon after the close of the war, was 
with Sherman in his grand campaign through the South, and was a brave and 
loyal soldier. He died in Iowa. Ho left two daughters; one, named Laura, 
has lived here with her uncle Aaron, Jr., since her father's death, and in 
December, 1887, was married to Edson Phillips, a son of Wm. W. Phillips. 
See ]>age 370. 

"Qnartus, the second son of Kbenezer, married Pomilla Shepard, a 
daughter of Dea. Samuel Shefiard and grand-daughter of Jemima (Smith), 
Shepard. They had no children. Both lived to bo upwards of eighty years 
of age. They were industrious and frugal in their habits, aooumulated a 
competence and wore liberal in charitable objects and strongly attached to 
the religious faith of their ancestors. As they were childless, the last few 
years of their lives were spent with her sister Polly, (Mrs. Isaac Miller), and 
their son, Phineas M. Miller, who gladdened their last years with all the 
kindness and affection of an own child. Mrs. Smith died Januarj 14, 1885. 
They were burietl in the Stockton Cemetery and the highest granite monu« 
ment of the ground marks their last restin;; place. 

' ' Fidelia Smith, dau. of Kbenezer, Jr., married Elijah Woods, who was 
a native of Keene, N. U. She was a woman who |)ossessed the usnal family 
traits in a marked degree, which rendered her a devoted mother to her chil* 
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ilrcn, and a worthy help and ai«l to her companion in early pioneer life. 
They had a family of aix children, three sons and three daughters; two of the 
•one died in lK>yhood The oldest, Fidelia Woods, married Dr. A. P. Phillips^ 
a native of her own town. See page 37U. They hat! three children, Jenny, 
Burton and Frank Hamilton Phillips. Frank died in 1S75, and Jonny in 
IS7H. ltHrt«»ii III. Nulliu H:ikor; hiul oiio son, named Frank H., who died 
in ISS*2 mmX throo years. Thu faihur hail dicti iu 18S0. 

'Miurry Smith was the fourth of Kbcuozer Jr.'s children, lie sulTored 
early from physical iuHrmitics. He m. Jx>uisa» daughter of Barzillai Ellis, of 
Shcridcn, Uhaut. County, and had a family of six children. Three were sol- 
diers in tho Union Army, and two (William and Hiram) saerificod their 
lives. Three arc now livmf;. Flora, a daughter, married Alson Tambling, a 
thriving fanner, and resides in Pomfrct, where her father was so tenderly 
cared for and dietl about 18S2. His wife, Loaiso, died about 1870. 

"Rebecca, d%tt. of Ebenezer, Jr., married Freeman Richardson. They 
had eight children, all bom in Stockton. They emigrated to North La 
Crosse, Wis., about 1855. The husband died tliere, about 1SG5, and she in 
18S7. Most of her family are settled in that vicinity. She was a noble 
woman, partaking freely of the ' Smith ' blood, and was a devoted Christian 
of the Baptist faith." 

!• Rev. Henry Smith and his wife, Dorithy, came from England in 1637. 
{See above). Their children were: Mary, John, Preserved (2), Samuel (3), 
Dorithy, Joanna, Koah and Elijah. 

:5« I'reservod Smith was born in lG37t on board of ship coming to America. 
Of his children we have an aeoouut of but one, Preserved (4). 

3« Samuel Smith, son of Rev. Henry (1), had a large family of ohildren: 
Samuel, Sarah, Dorithy, Ebeneser, Ichabod, Mary, James and Preserved. 

4. Preserved Smith, son of Preserved (2), married and had seven children. 
He died when his children were young. His wife, Mary, was bom in 1681 
And died in 1703. Their children were Preserved, Mary, Ebeneser, Samuel, 
€hileab (5), James and Moses. Preserved, Mary and Moses died young. 
Ebenezer was killed at the raising of Mr. Moody's bam; he had two children 
^Prcscrveil, who died in the army, and Hannah, who married and had a 
famdy . Samuel m. Sarah Morton and had 1*2 chiidren. He lived to be over 
90 years of age. Ho settled in Nortblield, Mass. James m. Sarah Smith, 
and livcii to bo over 90. ilo hail two daughters. 

5. Chileah Smith, son of Preserved (4), was bora in South Hadley in 
170S. Ho m. Sarah Moody and became tho third settler in Ashfield, in 1751. 
He was, in his time, the most noted man in AshHeld, and was the champion 
of the Baptists for many years in that town. In 1774 he printed a pamphlet 

of IS pages, entitled " An Aiuwcr to thu many Slanderous Reports Cast on the 
Baptists at AshAeld, wherein is Shown the First Rise and Growth of the Bap- 
tist Church there, together with the Sufferings they Passed Tlirough." This 
work was in the i>o9session of one of his descendants, Mrj. Rebecca Smith 
Richardson, of North LaCrosse, Wis. Mr. Smith died in 1800. His children 
were: Mary, Ebenezer (G), Moses, Sarah, Jemima, Chileab (7), Mariani, Enos 
<8), Eunice, and three others who died young. Mary m. Nathan Chapin. 
They lived and died in Ashtield, where some of their posterit}* are yet to be 
found. They had seven children. Moses m. Diathena Briggs and had 11 
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chtldnm. He died March, 1828, aged 94 yean. Sarah m. three timea—Na- 
thaniel Harvey, Israel Standiah and Samuel Elmer. She died aged 92. 
Jemima m. Dca. Iiaac Shepard, of AahReld. She died in Stockton Oct 29, 
1828. Mariam m. Kphraim Jcnninga and had 5 children. Kunico m. Benja- 
min lUndall. 

G. Elder Ebenezer Smith, son of Chileah, Sr. (6), m. Rememher EUia. 
The last few years of his life was spent with his son, Dea. Ebenezer, Jr., in 
Stockton, N. Y. He was buried in the cemetery in the village of Delanti— 
which is in the town of Stockton—by the side of his grandson, Quartus, and his 
sister, Jemima, widow of Dea. Isaac Shepard. A neat monument marks his 
grave. For farther account of him and his descendants see p. 71. 

7. Chileab Smith. Jr., son of Chileab (5), was bom in Hadley, Mass., 
Oct. 16, 1742; died in Ashffeld May 25. 1843. He married for his first wife 
Elizabeth Sawyer, of Montague, and raised three children, two sons (twins) 
and a daughter—Chileab, 3d (9), Jeduthan (10), and Elizabeth (11). Chileab, 
Jr. (7), had four wives. He married the last when he was 96 years of age, and 
it is recorded that " the fifth generation of his posterity were present at the 
nuptials." His last wife outlived him. Long accustomed to the good old 
ways, he at first opposed, it is said, ths use of stoves and instrumental musio 
in churches. He was a rigid Baptist, a sincere and pious man, and believed in 
the Divine ordinance of marriage, claiming that, as to his wives, "the Lord 
provided them," and each time that " the last was the best." Good philoso- 
phy, whether based on religious motives or not. He outlived all his children. 
The writer saw him a year or two be.ore his death. He retained much 
of his mental and physical vigor to the last. Ashfield produced many a;;cd 
men, but Chileab Smith, Jr., was noted as the only one who reached the full 
period of a century. 

8* Elder Enos Smith, youngest son of Chileab, Sr. (5), was a Baptist 
minister over 40 years in Ashfield. He m. Hannah Drake, of Buckland. He 
died at 87 years of age. Their children were Zebina, m. Hannah Smith; 
Calvin, m. Eunice Cobb; Emery, m. a Johnson; Uriah, m. Hatura Smith; 
Laurilla, m. Ozee Munson; Enos, m. Cynthia Chapin; Theressa, m. Hiram 
Richmond, brother of Elijah; Julia m. Nathan Elmer. 

O. Chileab Smith, 3d son of Chileab, Jr. (7)^ was bom in Ashfield Aug. 
4, 1765; d. 1839. He m. Lydia Briggs. Their children were: *Daniel, Lucy, 
Betsey, Patty, Huldah, Hussell, Sybil, Louisa, Ziba(12), and Elias (13). 

10* Jeduthan Smith, tM'in brother of the above, d. 1836; m. Naomi 
Bryant. Of their children: Nathan, bom Sept. 15, 1788, m. Sally Putnam; 
I'ully diixl at the age of (Vi; nciinjnh, Eunice, Jeremiah, Lydia, Amcrancy, 
Andrew, Ezra, Lyman, Jeduthan, d. aged l\>; William d. agvd 21. 

Jeduthan came to Chant. Co. in 1816, but afterwards went west, where 
he died. His son, Nathan, came with him from Ashfield and settled in 
Cassadaga, N. Y., and had a family as follows: Dexter, now in Stockton; 
Pliny and Jasou in Fredonia; Sidney in Boston, Mass.; Newell and Lydia in 
Stockton; Naomi, who died in 1847, and Charlotte, who nu Ami Kichardson, 
and has several children in Cliaut. Ck>. 

!!• Elizabeth Smith, dau. of Chileab (7), m. Philip Phillips, Jr., and 
moved to Cassada^'a, N. Y. (See page 379). 

•Tbe atar Indicates Ihst ths blrtlit of tbwe children wers net In ths onlsr named. 
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12. Ziba Suiitb, foii of Cbileab, 3d (9), M-as born April 0, 1797; 
he lived and died in Aehfield. He was a deacon in the BapUat church. 
He died June 5, 18S1, aged 84; married December, 1821, Rebecca Thayer; 
Hhe died 1S:K); married (second) June, 1832, Hannah Holoway; she died 
July 18, I8S7. Their children were: Edward T.» bom December 2G, 
1823, died 185 J; Lucius F., bom May 25, 1826, died 1855; Hassadiah, 
b. April 17, 18:)0, m. Austin Drake; Joeiah Holoway, b. March 24, 1835, 
d. about 1870; Lydia M., b. June 6, 1839, m. Drake; has one daughter; 
Sarah S., b. May 2, 1842, (died), married November, 1873; John L. Newell; 
had one son; Houghton Z., b. February 22, 184C, (14). 

13. Elias Smith, son of Chileab 3d, (0) was born October 10, 1799, died 
July 4, 1879; married Lydia Holoway. She died July 25, 1875; no children. 

- 14t. Houghton Z. Smith, sc tj of Ziba, (12) b. February 22, 184G; is a 
farmer; resides in Aslicld, and owns the land where his forefather, Chileab 
Smith, Sr., settled in 1751. His is the only Smith family in that township 
representing that ancestry. He m. April 20, 1870, Sarah M., dau. of Samuel 
Howes, and their childen are: Charles Ziba, bom April 5, 1871; Anna May, 
b. September 9, 1872; i^eorge Holton, b. February 22, 1877; Frank Holoway, 
b. September IG, 1878. Mr. Houghton Z. Smith lives at or near 35. See 
map i>age 328. 



THE BASSETTS. 



Toward the close of the last century, among the many immigrants from 
Cape Cotl, were two sons of Capt Elisha llassott, of Dennis, Klisha, and I^t. 

1. Elitha Uassett, with Susanna, his wife, settled on the farm now 
owned by Exra Packard, near the great pond. He was bora in 1745; died 
December 31, 1832. His wife d. July 27, 1831; had four children, Mary, 
Henry, Abigail and William. 

Mary Bassett, born in 1774; died in Ashfield, Febraary 15, 1855. She 
married Alvan Clark, and had nine children. Her fourth child, Alvan Clark, 
Jr., was born in Ashfield, March 8. 1804. He was a successful portrait 
painter, and later became noted and distinguished as an astronomer, and as a 
manufacturer of telescopes. The one in the Lick Observatory, on Mount 
Hamilton, California— the largest one in the world — was tnade by him and 
his sons. He died at Cambridi;e, Mass., Aug. 19, 1887, aged 83 years. 

Ifcury Kissett, K»q., bom Ani;ust 9, 1775; died in Ashtivld, October 4, 
1851; farmer; a respected and honored citiaeen; was for several years town 
clerk, selectman, treasurer and member of State Legislature. Ho marrieil 
Hnniinh, dau. of CipL I'hilip Phillips. She d. February 7, 1849. Si*u ]»agtf 
381. Their children were: Susanna, bora 1801; m. J. F. Upton, no children; 
George, born April 2, 1803, d. April 11, 1885, unmarried; Mercy, born June 
4. 1805, died February 21, 1874; m. L'>renzo Lilly, and had four children; 
Phillip, bom September 19, 1807, d. June 17, 1874; was selectman and mem- 
ber of legislature; m. S.irah Vincent, she d. June I, 1$G2', he ro. (second) 
Jerusha S., dau. of Sanfurd Uoico, hat one dau};htor; Henry, born April 22, 
1810, lives in Cbarlemont; m. Hannah Chapman; has children; William, 
bora November I, 1819, d. November 9, 18G9; m. Lucretia Crittenden; no 
child; Hannah, Anna and Mary Bassett died, unmarrisiL 
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Abigail Butett, boro 1782; d. 1867. She m. Barnabas Howret, and had 
nine children, born in Aihfield. Her son, Barnabaa Howet, Jr., hai publiahed 
historical sketches of AsBeld. See page 304. 

Capt. William Bassott, born in 1787. An eatimable citizen. About the 
year 1825, settled on the Capt. Philip Phillips' farm, where he d. September 
22, 1837. He m. in 1823, Nancy, dan. of John Alden; she died AprU 8, 1840. 
He m. (second) November 1841, Lydia Gray. Their children are Wm. F., b. 
Jnly 11, 1825. and Nancy, b. Angnst 22, 1828. 

2. Lot Bassett, (son of Capt. Elisha,) was bom in 1755. Settled on a 
farm, in the Spruce comer district, about 1784; farmer and land surveyor; 
had served some years in the Revolutionary war. He died July 23, 1835; m. 
Dsborah Howes. She d. June 6. 1846. They had ten children. 

William, bom December 17» 1782; lived in Hawley, and died there in 
old age; had two children. 

Klisha, Deborah and Mary Bassett died young. 

Thomas, born April 10, 1789, d. about 1862; m. Fanny Sears; had nine 
children; oldest son, Elisha Bassett, bom in Ashfield, is a lawyer in Boston, 
and Clerk of the United SUtes District Court. 

Lydia, bom Febraary 10, 1704, d. July 7, 1880; m. Lucius Smith, and 
had seven children. 

' Francis, born May 4, 1790, in Ashtteld; d. May 18. 1876. He m. Mehit- 
abel Ford, and had three sons, who are in business in New York, and six 
daughters, of whom. Julia A., the 'eldest, is wife of Henry S. Ranney. See 
page 391. 

Abigail, bom May 27, 1799; d. May 5, 1881. 

Samuel, bom July 20, 1802; d. April 11, 1870. He was member of 
School Committee many years, and teacher for over twenty terms. 

Lot, born March 13, 1805; d. March 15. 1881. Had served as selectman, 
and justice of the peace. The three last-named remained in possession of 
the old homestead farm, and were unmarried. The inventory of their estate 
was nearly $100,000. 



KXTRACTS FItOM KUCOUD9 OF FIIIST BAPTLW CHURCH IN 

A6UF1£LD. 

December 24, 1800. At this meeting, after solemn labor with Bro. 
Elisha Smith* for joining the Freemasons. After chonsinK a committee to 
confer with him, and after solemn labor with him, the Church voted that they 
could not commune with him in his present condition. 

May 27, 1801. After considerable labor with Zadok King, for his joining 
the Methodists. Voted that this Church cannot commune with him.~[Zadok 
wanted a letter giving Scriptural reasons for their course.] 

1S03. Klisha Smith wislicd to be restored to the Church. After much 
labor with him the matter was postponed to some future opportunity. 

June 24, 1818. Voted to give Bro. David Ellis and his wife, Hro. Wil- 
Ham Ellis and his wife, a letter of recommendation where God in his Provi- 
dence may cast their lot [See page 87.] 

•From HuckUsd; ftflherof Hoy t .Smith. 
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April 25, 1827. After conaulting about the Freemuon8» voted that it is 
A burden to the Church that any of its members should be of that order. 

June IS, 18*28. At a Church mcetinfi;: voted that it is a grief to the 
Church for any member of the Church to belong to the Freemasons, but, voted 
that the grief is not so great as to expel a member from the communion; by 
thirteen members to five against it, including the Elder for one. 

At a Church meeting, June 25. Voted again, that it is a gri^f for any 
member to belong to the Freemasons. Five members, including the Elder, 
voted that they have no fellowship with the Freemasons. Voted to put by 
the communion next Lord's day, by reasons of the difficulty attending - those 
five members as mentioned above« 

Ix>rd's day, June 29. By reason of so general attendance of the Church 
4md the materials for the communion provided, the Church voted to recon- 
sider the above vote for putting by the communion. Voted, by a great 
majority, to attend upon the communion this day. 

August 27. Taking into consideration, concerning the Freemasons who 
belong to the Church, the following was voted: 

"Viewing the imperfections of mankind which causes various minds in 
the Church, we view it reasonable and agreeable to the word of God, that we 
should use great condescension one towards the other in church disciplioe, and 
not hastily expel a member from the Church who thinks different from us, who 
are the majority. We find that many things creep into the Church hurtful to 
the minds of some; one in particular concerning the Freemasons, which causes 
uneasiness for a member to join that order; and, as there is some of that 
order who are members of our Church, we view it as a duty, as a body, to let 
it be known throughout the Church, that wo think it will be for thu union 
•of the Church and for the honor of religion, for those members of the Masonic 
order not to meet with the lodge, to the grief of their brethren^ which if 
they do, they may exjiect it will cause a labour if not a discipline with them. 
And, if any member hereafter should join the Freemasons, knowing that it is 
a grief to the Church, it should be considered just grounds for the Church to 
•excommunicate them." 



NAMES OF ISOLUIEltS WHO BECAMB ENTITLED TO "RIGHTS'* OF 
LAND IN ASHFIELD. 

The following list of soldiers* in the Canada expedition in IGIK), by sea 
and by land, is copied verbatim from the manuscript record, that was evi- 
dently made by the clerk or soma member of the company. His remark that 
**sc venal dyed'* accouuts for the remainder of the company. 

Capt. Hunt was Colonel in the expedition at Groton, Mass., against 
Indians in 1706-7t <&c. He died at Weymouth in 1713, aged 63. He had 
twelve children. 

The sacrifice of toil and blood, which was the price of the territory of 
this township, should at least be recognized in the preservation of the names 
of those by whom it was accomplished. [H. S. R.] 

'*Alist of tho trained soldiers under the command of Capt. Ephraim 
Hunt, licft., Ebenezer White, Ensigns, Nath'l Wales; ScrgeanU: Ben. Ludin, 
Henry Prane, Gideon Tirrel, Thomas Fackson; Corporals; Nash, Palmer, 



Digitized by 



Google 



4IO 

Bailey, Chapin; Soldiers: Richard Phillips, Sam'l King, John Harricks, John 
Phillips, Clement Briggs, James Otis, Sami Dawes, Saml Pratt, Richard 
DsTinport, John Whitmarsh, Jacob Leonard, Thomas Mollis, Joseph Gooding, 
Tboiiias Bolter, Epbraim Emerson, Moses Gnest^ Barnabas Doaglas, John 
>lillcr, Josiali Owon, Samuel Thaire, Kphraim Coopland, Jehosapbat Crabtree, 
Will Black, William Howanl, Juliii l'«»oll, Isaac SUplo, Jcihn SUplc, Come- 
Htts Campbell, Caleb Littlondd, John China, Samncl Nightingale, Jose]«h 
Pcnniman, Joshua Phillips, William lanfiold, Joseph Drake, Kbenezer Owen, 
Kdwanl Darbie, Nath*l Rlanchor, Samuel Bass, Joseph Pratt, John Wild, 
Isaack Thaire, William Drake, William Wells, John Joans. 

" W*'ee arrived in Cai)e panti, NoTcmlier the 2*2; Several dyed." 

Ono of the early proprietors of this townsliip— Col. Israel W^illiams, of 
Ifathfield, an active leader in military affairs — was, in 17-10, chosen Proprie- 
tor's Clerk, and held the oflice fourteen years until 1700. Fourteen of the 
Muarto pages of the book of records of doings and proceedings at their meet- 
ings, stand written in his clear and firm hand. And doubtless the families 
of this little border hamlet were to him much indebted for their military pro- 
tection against the relentless savages during the last Indian wars. 

The tradition, that the settlers were absent from their homes here 
between two and three years* from the date of their flight, June 11, 1755, — 
the day of the Charlcniont massacre-^is not conHmied by further investi- 
gation, as will appear in the following rccitaL 

In August, 1754:— hostilities with the French having again broken out — 
Gov. Shirley placed Col, Israel Williams in jommand of all the forces raised, 
and to be raised, for the the defense of Hampshire County. 

Col. Williams writes to Shirley, September 12: " It is open war with 
us, and a dark and distressing scene opening. A inerciless and miscreant 
enemy Invading us from every quarter." 

On the first scent of blood the border Indians put on the war-paint, and 
the whole frontier was in danger from their incursions. The neighboring 
forts were garrisoned, and Corporal Preserved Clapp, of Amherst, was sent 
with ten mon, as a guard, to Hnntstown, but there was no fort there. The 
corporal reports that tlioy "gardod the Inllabitance until we had a Dosmiihon 
from them." 

1755. This was a year of groat activity, and of disaster in the colonies. 
Oil the 0th of July, (Sen. Braddock was defeated at Fort Du Quciiiio, from 
from which Col. Goo. Washington conducted the retreat. 

June 11. Moses Uico and others M'ere killed at Charleniont— and hos- 
tilities continued throughout the year. 

In .March, 175(i, garrisons were established in the neighlioring forts, and 
towns. July 1, occurred the notable wedding trip of Kbenezer Smith and 
Remember Ellis. July 8. Col. Williams stationed a guard to the families 
there. 

The spirit actuating the French commander, in conducting the war, is 
indicated by the following extract from Montcalm's despatches home, Sep- 
tember 22: '* 1 will, as much as lies in my power, keep up small parties to 
scatter consternation and the miseries of the war throughout the enemy's 

*JUv. Dr. Slif imni ; psgs 280. 
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country," antl with the holp of his Indian allies well did he succeed in that 
purpose. 

" The man of thought, and even he of the dullest ima^nation, can pic- 
ture the daily life of the pioneer far bettor from such notes than it can be 
painted by the readiest pen. The parting each morning— which may lie the 
last — iiM tiiu liiisIiaiMliiiaii giK!S forth tu sow or reap, that tliosu «lv)icudi:iit i>n 
him may have bread. A slow death for tlicni by starvation, or the rink of 
a swift one by the bullet or tomahawk for him, was the only alternative. 
We picture the slow hours of torturing anxiety to the wife and mother, 'til 
night brought the loved ones home.*' 

During this year, many were the alai-ms, conflicts, deaths and captivities 
sud'crttd tlirougliout the valley and the colonics. 

1757. This spring the various garrisons wore rcneweil; that at Hunts- 
town with nine men, undor Scrgt. Kbonezer liulding, and for a portion of the 
time, under Sergt. Allen. There was an active campaign during tlie season, 
throughout the colonies. The British arms suflered general disaster, and 
tlie greatest was the surrender of Fort \Vm. Henry, on Lake George, which 
occurred August 1), with loss of great numbers of men and munitions of war. 
The season closed with a great degree of gloom among the colonists. 

1768. This year opened with improved prospects regarding the war, in 
conse<|uence of the accession of the able and intrepid William Pitt to the 
head of all'airs in the liritish government, and the campaign was conducted 
with much greater snccess. 

Colcraia was twice invaded by Indians, by whom one or two of its 
inhabitants were killed, and several taken prisoners. Huutstow n was this 
year garrisoned by Sergt. Moses Wright with nine men. 

The enemy suffered many repulses, M'hich paved the way to the reduo* 
tion of Qnebee in the following year, and soon after to the conquest of 
Canxulat and the final close of all Indian hostilities in Xew England. 

Tlie so-called "bars fight *' occurred on the Deorfield Meadows, June 25, 
174C. Several persons while haying there were attacked by a large party of 
Indians, ami made a stubborn defence with their guns, which they had taken 
along. Five of the men were killetl, a few esca]>ed, and some were taken 
prisoners; among the latter was the boy, Samuel Allen, who was for throe 
years hold a cliptivu in (-anuda. He and .lohn Sadler, who e8cs(icd, were 
afterwards among the ni«)st honore«l citi/eus of Ashfiuld. 

The following, residents of Huntstown, or wlio afterwanls l)0came such, 
were active participants in those old French and Indian wars: Kichinl Kllis, 
Lieut. John Kllis, Keuben Kllis, Moses Nims, Asaliel ■ Amsden, J)ea. John 
Bement, Kol»crt C<niy, Nathan Frary, Joseph Mitchell, Samuel Holding and 
Jonathan Lillie. 

In March, 1758, the Indians attacked and wounded John Morrison and 
John Henry, burnt a barn, and killed several cattle, in Coleraine. On the 
21st of March, 1759, Indians again appeared in Coleraine, and captured John 
McCown and his wife, and tlic latter was nmnlered on the second day's 
march. 

The population of AshOeld increased rapidly upon cessation of hostilities. 
In 177G it was C2S, in 1790 it was 1,4G0, and in ihc year 1810 it had risen to 
the number of ISOU, the largest census it has hail. The homes of the original 
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proprietors were near Boston^ but by removals and sales of rights, by the 
time this town was settled, many persons in Hadley, Deerfield, and vicinity 
held titles in the township lands. 

The first recorded meeting of the proprietors of Huntstown was held at 
Weymouth, March 13, 173S, when Capt. John Phillips was chosen moderator, 
and a Clerk and .Treasurer were also chosen. Measures were taken to have 
the granted lands surveyed, divided, and settlements thereon made, and waj^s 
constructed. A committee for that purpose was appointed, consisting of 
Capt. Phillips, Capt. Cushing, and three others. Their report was made in 
the month of July, 1739, at a meeting held in Braintrce, and the first division 
of lands there made Capt. John Phillips drew lot No. 6 for himself. He 
drew No. 13 for Bichard Phillips, and Joshua Philiipa drew Ko. 66 for 
himself. The Proprietors' Records are in my possession and in pretty good 
condition. The manuscript covers over two hundred large pages, made by 
successive clerks, of good intelligence and capacity. At the time of their 
services as soldiers, Capt. Hunt and his men were reeidents of Weymouth, 
Braintree, Stoughton and Easton, towns situated near Boston, and contiguous 
to each other. H. S. R. 

THE ELLISBS OF GRKAT DBITAIM. 

The name of Ellis is common in English literature for several centuries 
past. In early times it was written in various ways thus: Allis, Aliice, Elis, 
EUis, Elles, Elys, Ellys, KUice, Ac, In our branch in this country, so far as 1 
can learn, it has uniformly been written Ellithy themselves, but in several old 
letters written a century and more ago, and acldrossod to Richard and John 
Ellis by others, they were sometimes addressed as Elis, Allis and AUice. 

Wm. Smith Ellis, an attorney, of London, England, has given much 
attention to the origin of the Ellis families of Great Britain from the earliest 
times. His investigations extended over many years, and have been publiahed 
under the title of <* Notices of the EUises of England, Ireland and Scotland." 

The earliest date at which the name is found is A. D« 815, in Wales, 
where Griffin, a brother uf the EUises, was slain. In 84S| Roderick the 
Great, King of Wales, had a grandson named Elis, who, it is thought, was the 
progenitor of the numerous family of EUises in that country.* 

A descendant of Roderick, by name of Gwynnedd, who was king of 
North Wales in the twelfth century, is said to have been the progenitor of 
the EUises of that section. The name of Ellis in Wales during several cen- 
turies was not common, at least the record of the same is very imperfect, 
down to the beginning of the seventeenth century. Since that time, as I am 
informed, there have been many of them there. Of these it is probable that 
most of the early representatives came from England. 

• Rev. John EUis was born in Wales, in 1638. He was an Episcopal 
minister in Dublin, where he died. 

ilcv. James Ellis, rector of Lelxuiduroy, died about 1590. 

Anthony KUis died in Wales about 17C3. 

In the later generations of KUihcs, in Wales, the names of Richard, 
Edward, John and Benjamin are common. 

«In the tenth ctntury the Chrlttlan ntnics of the fathcn were tftkon by the eons 
as aiirnsiueft. 
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Wm. Smith ISllis ettimatct that ther« are about 40,000 EUket in Great 
Britain, of which about 2,600 are in WaltsB. Hii "Notices" contains the 
names of probably 5,000 altogether, but a careful inspection does not enable 
the writer to trace Richard Ellis, of Ash field, Mass., back to any definite 
family there. In Alrey, Wem and Pickhill there are Ellis families of great 
antiquity. Common names among them were: Uichard, John, David, 
Ralph, Edward and Tliomas. 

Hugh, Thomas, Richard, Andrew and Edward Ellis lived in Northope, 
Wales, from 15S0 to 1724. 

Richard, David (a clergyman), Owen, and other EUises, lived in Body- 
chan, Wales from 1G49 to 1788. 

At Overleigh, Wales, was a large family of Ellises, extending from 1500 
to 1G89. There were one or more in each generation named Matthew. 

In 1SS4, John Ellis lived at ^lachynlleth, Wales, and Richard Ellis 
resides there now. The latter is a grocer and in commercial business. His 
father, John, was liorn in 1800 and is yet a strong and hearty man. Evan, a 
brother of John, is now over SO years of a^e. The tathor of these aged men 
was Richanl Ellis, and his father was Evan, who lived in 1720, and his grand- 
father Rees Ellis, who was bom previous to 1700. This branch of Ellises 
was from Talyllyn and Mallwyd, in the County of Montgomery, Wales, in 
early times. Recs had seven sons and two daughters. Two of his sons went 
abroad and never retnmcil. 

In 1(>S3 to 1711, Edwanl, George, James, Ralph, Matthew, and other 
Ellises, are found in Yorkshire, in 1GS9. 

In Leiiistcad, Euglaiid, John Ellis and Mary Venus were married in 
1073. Abo William Ellis in 1083. Peter and EUzabeth EUU lived at tho 
same place in 1G94. 

In 1689, Jolin and Mary Ellis lived in Bough ton, England. 

William and Stephen Ellis lived at Lydd in 1449. 

John Ellis and Mary Palmer were married in Wadhurst, England, in 
1G85. 

Benjamin Ellis was a churchwarden in Lewes, England, in 1720. 

In 1C97, Thomas Ellis and Mary Ayros were marrieil in Chailloy. 

In 1089, John Ellis and Mary Culpepper were married in Wadhurst. 

In 1727, James Agar, son of Henry, married Lucia Martin, and their 
only surviving son, Henry Welbore Agar, assumed the name of Ellis, since 
which time that family have retamed the name of Ellis. 

Benjamin Ellis, of Somerset, died in 1758. His son, John, bom 1754, 
died in 1803. The latter*s son, Benjamin, born 1784, died in 1844; leaving 
seven sons: Octavins, Septimus, George, Gerard, Henry, William and : 
Benjamin. 

In 1734, John, Anthony and Richard Ellis lived in Sussex, England. 
Richard Ellis aud Elixabeth Young were married in Leeds, England, in 10G3. 

Henry and Annie Ellis lived in Lydd, England, in 1701. 

In 1701, Edward Ellis and V^tzabeth Gawcn were married in Otham. 
John Ellis, Jr., and Kliruiboth, his wife, liyod in Otham. 



Digitized by 



Google 



414 

THK £IXI.SES OF IRELAXD. 

Tbomu EUia wu Dean of Kildare in 1598. He had one ton, Alson. 

John KUia, of Londonderry, died in 1754, leaving a ann, Joacph. 

Rol>ert Kllia, of Dublin, died in 1740. 

T^iomaa KUlia died in Cavan in 1758. Ho had two aona, Thomaa and 
Ilitmphrcy. 

Henry Hllia waa aheriflfof Gal way in 1731. 

William Ellis waa a achoLir in Trinity CoUcgo, Dublin, in 171 1| and 
Kdwanl Kllia alao, in 1713. 

Thomaa Kllia, of Athlona, made hit will in 1G37. He waa from Walea. 
He mentions hia aon, Thomaa, Jr.. and his brothora, Hugh, llobert, Oliver 
and Hichard. 

Uicbard Kllia, of Ireland, aliout 1750, was anoostor of Riehard Kllis, 
M. D., of Kowcaatlo-ou-Tyno in I8<>7. 



TUB KfXISES OF BNOLAWD. 

Thomas, Simon and Adam Ellis are montioned as early aa 1270 to 1300, 
in Yorkahiro. 

John, Ralph and Richard Ellia arc found there in 1480. 

Rev. John Ellia died there in 1493. 

Richard Ellia waa married there in 1640. 

Matthew Ellia waa sheriff in that ooun;y in 1787. 

An old and numeroua family of Ellises lived at Kiddall Hall, in Yorkshire 
county. Sir John Elys, of Kiddall, died in 1398. . Robert Elya waa his heir. 
Snecssive members of this family were: Thomaa, Henry 'and William Elya. 
Then followed Richard Ellya, Rev. John Ellia and Welbore EUia, who was a 
Bishop in the Epiacopal chnrch in 1705. The latter had a aon, Welbore, who 
married Anne Stanley, and they had a daughter, Anna Ellis, bom 1707. 

Wm. Smith Ellis, in the last number of his <' Notices of the Ellises of 
Gieat Britain." iasu<^ in 1881, states that the Ellis familv of Kiddall endured 
upwarda of five centuriea, and the EUisea of Stoneaere nearly four centuries. 
Hia inquiries have been widely extended and he arrives at the consoling 
conclusion, " that many of the Elliaes of the present day may feel that— 

Thsf are not of those wboto ignobls blood 

Hat crept th rough tcoundrelB STsr iIdcs the flood." 



OTaER ELLISB8, 



The name of Ellis is at this day common in England, Ireland and Wales« 
The first mention of this family that the writer finds is at Kiddall Hall, in 
the West Riding of Yorkshire, England, and it datea back to the time of 
tlio Norman Con(]uc8t, (A. D., 1055). In 1503, John KIlis was sbcriflf of 
Yorkshire. One of this family, Sir Thomas Ellis, was six times mayor of 
Doncoster. He died in 15G2. 

In 1G17, Bernard EUis, Esq., was recorder of York, and in 1709 William 
Ellia, Esq., waa high-sheriff of Yorkshire. 
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In ICM, John KUii wu born at Kiddall Hall. He became an Epiacopal 
clersyman. He had lix loni, one of wbom, John, born 1G45, was collector 
of revenue for King Jamee aeoond,')n Dublin Ireland, during the years 
1686, 7 and 8. Hie brother, Phillip, known at Weetministcr .School aa 
"Jolly Phil/' wat when a boy kidnapped, it was said, by the Jesuits, while 
in school, and became a priest. In the "Gentlemen's Magaxine," for ITO'J, is 
an article, headed *' Anecdotes of the Kllis Family," in which tbo writer nays: 
"that about the year 17*iO, there lived in I'iccadilly a Mr. Kllis, [the above- 
named John Kllis born 1G45 and died in 1738] the history of wluiso family, 
aa rvlatcil by himself, is very remarkable. Of his brother Philip, of whom 
he had not heard for many years, he says: that being in a coirce-house one 
day, he overheanl an officer, who had been in riaiiders, mention the great 
civilities he had received there from a catholic priest, who was commonly . 
known ai^ 'Jolly Phil.' This excitcil Mr. Kllis' curiosity, and, on further 
inquiry, ho was induced to write to the Bishop of Flanders, when ho soon 
found that the priest was his brother, Philip Kllis. He invited him over to 
England, where he remained for some time, and was Confessor and in high 
favor with James second, until the Revolution of 16S8, when King James 
was overthrown, and the penal laws against Catholics being strictly enforced 
he went to Rome, where he was mails a bishop." 

Welbore Ellis (Episcopal) was Bishop of Meath. He died in 1734. 
None of these brothers left children, and the family is believed to be extinct, 
nnless Samuel, who was Marshall of the King's Bench in 1088, or Charles, 
who became a clergyman, left children. 



OTHKR ELLI8ES WHO WZJtB EARLY IN MASSAC HUSBTTS. 

The first Ellis of whom we find mention in Massachusetts was Dr. 
Edward Ellis, a native of Whales, llie year of his arrival is not given, but in 
1G53 he married Sarah Blott. a daughter of Robert and Susan Blott, of Boston, 
Dr. Edward Ellis lived on the comer of Winder and Washington streets. 
He died 1695, aged 74; his wife in 1711. They had ten children: Sarah, 
bom 1C54; Anna, 1058, died 1G78; Lydia, 1661; Edward, 1063; Mary, 1660; 
Lydia, 1669; Robert, 1U71; James, 1674. • 

In the settlement of this country, EUis is a name early found among the 
pioneers. Soon after the Orst landing of pilgrims, John Ellis located in 
Barnstable county, Massachusetts, and his descendants were A'ery numerous 
in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. About 1690, Samuel, John and 
Ebenerxr Ellis, three brothers, cauic to Boston from Chester, England. 

Samuel settled in Dedham, Massachusetts, and had four sons: John, 
Samuel, Xoah and Ebenezer. Dr. L. S. Ellis, of Manistee, Michigan, is a 
descendant of Samuel, Jr. Dr. Edward Ellis, of Meadville, Pennsylvania, 
82 years of age and in the active practice of his profession, is a son of 
El>cnezer. This I'Ibcnezer, about one hundred years ago, had an interview 
with Richard Kllis, of Ash field, but they could traoe no relationship. Doctors 
Rufus, George, and Calvin Ellis, noted men in Boston and Cambridge are 
descendants of the KUises of Dedham. 
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According to the records of Middleberough, Plymouth county, Maua- 
chusett9» Joel Ellia and Klizaboth, hia wife, lived in that town in 17 IG. Tlieir 
children were: Samuel, Matthias, Rel)eeea, Charlea and Thomas. Of these: 
Matthias, bom 1720, hod ten children: Joseph, George, Cornelius, Ebonexer, 
Gamaliel, Daniel, etc. Ebenezer married Hannah W'ood in 1777 and they 
had ten children, Zephauiah, Daniel, Orren, Cyrus, Ebenezer, Jr., etc. 
Ebenezer, Jr., bom* in 1707t married Mary D. Wheeler and they had four 
children, two sons, James H. and Wm. \7. Ellis, etc. The last was bom in 
1838, and now resides in Detroit, Michigan. 

About 1700, an Ellis family from Wales settled in Montgomery county, 
Pennsylvania, and a numerous posterity are found in that and in adjoining 
counties now. Mrs. W. H. Holstein, of Bridgeport, Pennsylvania, and J. 
Alder Ellis, of Chicago, Illinois, are of that family. 

About the time of the Revolution, Bandllai Ellis and two brothers came 
from England and settled in Massachusetts. Barzillai removed to Conway, 
Massachusetts, and afterwards to Chautauqua county, New York, where he 
died about 1830. He had seven sons, all now dead, but they have numerous 
descendants in western New York. Dr. David E. Ellis of Belvidere, Illinois, 
and Dr. Samuel G. Ellis, of Syracuse, New York, now 72 yeani of age, are 
grandsons of Barzillai Ellis. 

Early in the history of the colonies, John, Amos and William Ellis oaine 
from Wales to this country; it is said that they were shoe and leather dealers. 
John settled at Boston, Amos in Quebec, and William in Jamestown, Vir* 
ginia. Rev. Dr. F. M. Ellis, now of TremoTit Temple, Boston, is a descend- 
ant of William, who settled in Virginia. It is probable that this last is the 
family which it was intended Richard Ellis, of Ashfield, should find, when 
he emigrated to this country, an orphan boy, in 1717. See page 0. 

Thomas Ellis came from England soon after the landing of the pilgrims. 
He settled in Medfield, Massachusetts. His son, Samuel, had two sons, 
named Samuel and Timothy. The latter, Timothy, settled in Med way in 
1725. His son, Oliver, lived on the homestead, where he died in 1848, 
aged 81 years. His son, Simeon, died there in 1872, aged 83 years. The 
latter's ion, Chester Ellis, now lives in Medway, and Chester's sister, Mrs. 
Mary Ellis Jones, in Milford, Massachusetts. 

Jud|;e Caleb Elli< born at Walpole, Massachusetts, 17C7f died 1816; 
graduated at Harvard 1793, and practiced law at Claremont, New Hampshire, 
was in Congress in 1804. 

Rev. Rufns Ellis was ordained in Northhampton, Massachusetts, in 
1843, where he preached ten years, afterwards in Boston. 

In 1762, Mercy Ellis, of Plymouth, married John Bartlett, and had Ellis 
in 1770, who m. Anna Bartlett in 1706, and had Ellis, bom 1817, who m. 
Sophia Ashmead, of 'Philadelphia, and had Wm. Ashmead Ellis Bartlett, in 
1840, who married Baroness Burdett Coutts, of England. 

In the town of Orange, LVanklin county, in 1791, the town was divided 
into five school districts or wards. In ward five were the names of John, 
Nathan, Moses and Seth Ellis. *' 

Rev. Harmon Ellis preached to the Baptist church In Hancock, Berkshire 
county, Massachusetts, in 1849. 
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Rev. Robert F. EUit, Baptist, preached in Cbicopo, Humpdeu county, 
Mnaiacbntetts, in 1845. 

Rev. Coo. £. Ellia, of Boston, is author of "Massachusetts and its 
Karly History/* 

Dr. J'lllis was a pbysioian in T^udlow Massachusetts, many years ago. 
Cbildron of Jonathan Ellis, of Vermont: Hiram Ellis, bom about ISOO, 
now dead; Loren Ktlis lives in Ohio; Thomas Ellis, dead; Daniel Ellis, born 
ISOG, died in Kawsonvillo, Michigan, in 1871; Elijah Ellis lives in Cleveland, 
Ohio; David Ellis, dead; lived in Ypsilanti, Michigan; John Ellis, bom about 
1S12, now dead; and Mary Ellis. 

Daniel was father of Hon. Myron H. Ellis, aged 45, of New Boston, 
Michigan, late member of the Michigan Legislature. 

Mrs. J. S. Jenness, of Ypsilanti, is a daughter of Elijah Ellis, of Cleveland. 

Barxillai Ellis lived in Couway, Massachusetts, next town east of Asbdeld, 
a century ago. He removed with his large family to Chautauqua county. 
New York, .where he died in 18*27. His children were: Barzillai, Jr., died 
1S54; Asa, d. 1857; Freeman, d. 1842; Benjamin, d. 1855; Joel, d. 1852; 
Elnathan, d. 1854; Samuel, d. 1850, in Chicago. 

Barzillai Ellis, Jr.'s children: Louisa, m. Gerry Smith; Samuel, was a 
physician in Syracuse, New York; David, a physician in Belvidcre, near Chi- 
cago, andEIisha. 

Asa Ellis' children: Mary, m. ^Yilliston Phillips; Asa, Jr.-; Levi; Cla- 
rissa, m. a Goulding; Luey, m. a Bailey; Franklin, m. a Smith; and Sally, m. 
a Crawford. 

Frocmaii Kllis' children: Barxillai, Freeman, Lyman, Lucius, Livenus, 
lives at Laoni, New York; Lewis, Polly, Lydia and Rachel. 

Benjamin Ellis' children: Pennelia, Eleanor, Jane, Sophia, Mason, 
Datus, Joel and Ensign. 

Asa Ellis, born 1804, in Smyrna, Chenango county, New York, now lives 
in DeRuyter, New York. His father, Joel, was bora in Conway, Massa- 
chusetts, in 1775. Joel was a son of Barzillai and Sarah (Tobey) Ellis. Bar- ' 
zilliai was born June 9, 1747, and his wife June 5, 1755; married March 6, j 
1773. This family lived in Conway, Masaachimetts, and later in Cbautauqna | 
Co., New York, Joel Kllis died in Madison Co., New York, about 1852. j 

Thomas, Samuel and Timothy Ellis lived iu Med way, Massachusetts, ' 
in the middle and later part of the last century. Chester Ellis dictl there 
hi 1872, agctl 83 years. His father, Oliver, died there iu 1848 aged 
81 years. lie was a son of Timothy, Jr., son of Samuel, and ^reat 
grandson of Tiiomas. All the EUises are now gone from that town, 
except Chester Ellis. John and Caleb Ellis, aged men, now live in Medtield, 
Massachusetts. Mrs. Mary Ellis Jones, sister of Chester Ellis, now lives at 
Milford, Massachusetts. 

John W. F.llis, a leading capitalist and banker of New York city, resides 
at 20 W. 57th street. His wife is a lady of unusual intelligence. She has 
given much attention to the genealogy of some of the New England Klliscs, 
as well of thoMc of On*at Britian, and has favorcil the writer with svvoral 
volumes mentioning these families. Mr. Ellis is a lineal descendant of John 
Ellis, Jr., who m. Elizabeth Freeman in 1G44. He was a surveyor in 
Sandwich, Barnstablu county, Massachusetts. Their children were: Bonnet J 
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Mordccai, Joel, Matthias, aiuI John, Jr. Monlccai« born \ii50, in. IG71, d. 
1715. Hit chiKlrcn were: John, Sainue)» Josiah, William, Monlecai, Jr., 
Denjamin, Sarah, Klcanor, Mary and ICcbccca. JoHiah m., 1712, Sarah Black- 
well; children: Juniah, Jr., Deborah, Stephen, Kli/abeth, JWnjainin, Thilip, 
Micah :iiitl S:irah. lUmjamin, son of Josiah, born 17*21, d. ISOO, in. KlixalMth 
Tupi>cr in I7-1.'>. Their uhildicn: SiiBun, born l7-<(i; Philip, 1750; Sally, 
17*'>2; Micah, 17<'»4, ISlonlucai, 1730; Jense, Elizabeth and Tolly. I'hilip, b. 
1750, ID. an Alden; Micah, b. 1754, in. Mary 'J\ Coi)clantl in 1780; abe wan 
b. 1702 and died 1812. Their children: Trypheua, b. 1781; Benjamin, b. 
17H(>; d. in Brooklyn, New York, 18C2; in. Sallie Tweed in Ohio, February, 
1815; the died in 1820. Tlieir children: Mary, b. December, 1815; John 
Washington, b. August 15, 1817, and Towusend, 1821. Mr. John W. KllU 
has one son, Ilalph N., b. March 12, 1858. 

Henry D. Kllis, of Cambridge, Massachuseita, has devoted 'mnch time 
and labor to collecting Kllis (genealogies. He is of the Alden- Klliscs, a 
grandson of .fosiah, above. It is hoped that he will have his researches iu 
the Kllis' gcn<salogy published. 

John French Kllis, of the Stoneacre family of KUises, was bom in 
£of;laud in 1770; came to America in 1795; m. Maria, dau. of Wra. Willcocks, 
Beld officer in th« Continental array. He had four sons: William, d. in 
infancy; Henry A , d, unmarried; John French, d., leaving no male issue; 
and Samuel Corp. The latter m. Klizabeth, dau. of Aug. C. Van Horn and 
Margaret Livingston, of the Livingston Manor, and had five sons: Gen. 
Aug. V. II. Kllis, who divd witliont iss.ie; John Stoneacre, having one son; 
(.*ol. Henry .\.,of the U. S. Army, died without nialu issue; Maj. Julius 
T^ivingston, died unmarried; and Samuel Claudius Kllis, unmarried. The 
latter lives at 121 Madison Avenue, New York city. 

Their were several Ellises in Dedham, Massachusetts; settled as early as 
104.1. Uiehard Kllis, a fine penman, whose sifinatute is on record. Also a 
John Kllis, at about the same date, lived near llichard, could not write— 
makes his "mark" when signing documents. R. Kllis married Elisabeth 
French, 1050; be was bom 1021, or 2. She was also born in England. John 
Ellis, of Dedham, married, in 1041, Susan Lombard or Lambart. 

Ann Kllis, of Dedham, married Edwin Colver, 1038. 

An early settler of Salem was named Thos. Ellis. Another was Christo- 
pher Kllis. 

Mary Ellis, of Boston, Massachusetts, nearly related to Edward Giblons, 
who married .Samuel Scarlett, in the town of Kersey, County Suflbld, Eng- 
land, previous to 1057. 

Freeman Ellis* will, St. James ClerkenwcU, proved at Doctor's Commons, 
October 2, 1004. 

E. K. Kllis, a young man, with his brother, Richard A., and another 
brother, a sister and mother, have recently located 2,000 acres of laud on 
\\i]f Sandy creek, about twelve miles north-cist of Lamar, licut county, 
Colorado. They were from ircorgia. Win. A. Kllis, (455) late of Ashtabula, 
Ohio, has settled on a farm near these Klliaes. 

William J. Kllis, bom in Wales, 1837, now lives in Auburn, New York. 

There are many KUises along the Ohio river, of WeUh stock. Kllis Ellis 
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vainc to tliiM couiiti*y alx>iit the luitMIc of tho Inst century. His son, William, 
left the liomustcail, near Hagentoi^u, Maryland, ami went to Kentucky. 

William Ellii li.vl three sons: Klias, Amos and Isaac, who were then 
yount; men-- Kliu^ having a wife and two children. .Slavery was repu^iant 
to the family, and a.s soon as it was safe to risk tlie Indiana, they crossctl from 
MayNvillc, Ktsiitiutky, tf> Ohio. W^illiani ami hin .«ions, Amos and Isaac, H(:ltliti«r 
ill lilK*!, in Hrowii county, and ICIias, in Muskingum county. Theru was 
auuthur lAr;;e family, also of Welsh descent, who settled in Adams and 
Itrown, about the same time; and still another who settled in the river 
counties, on the ICentucky side of the Ohio. The family names were: Ahram, 
•lames, .lohn, Nathan, Samuel, Noah, etc. Col. Elias Kills, who for many 
years represented Muskingum county, and Amos ICllis, of Woodford county, 
Illinois, are the only livin;; children of the pioneers, and they arc now very 
old men. 

Mr. IC. C. Ellis, grandson of Isaac, above, lives at Elliston Station, 
Ohio, on the C, IT. Sc D. Railroail. Tlie place w.as named for John W. KIlis, 
Esi|., of New Vork City, a Vice-rrcsident of the roa«l. 

Orvillc N. Ellis, of Kankakee, Illinois, and Anderson N. Ellis, of Ham- 
ilton, Ohio, are lx>th physicians of^notc. 

Seth Ellis, a farmer of liromineuce, residing near Springl)oro, Warren 
county, Ohio. lie was for four years Master of the '"State Grange of Ohio, and 
is something of a local pre;icher in the ^I. E. Church. 

A few years ago, there was also a family of the name living at Cedar ville, 
<vreen county, <.)iiio, who were Mcthovlists. One or two of the youn<{ men 
l>ecaiiic preachers. 

There was a John Ellis, a preacher in the Cbristian Church, who rcnided 
several years in Dayton, Ohio. He was a New Yorker — now preaching in 
California. 

Thure is an Ellis family in Cincinnati, from Massachusetts. They are 
mostly bankers, and Unitarians in religion. 

W. K. Ellis, Eit|., is a prominent lawyer at Heppner, Oregon. His 
father, James, born in Kentucky, about 1S23, died in Montgomery connty, ! 
Indiana, 1851. His grandfather, Thomas, lived near Shelby ville, Kentucky, ! 
and was fonuerly from N'irginia. H. C. Ellis, son of Thomas, lives at lloss- 
ville, Illinois. 

Mr. W. D. Ellis, inventor of an automatic ;;ate, lives at Blaine, Illinois. 
His father, William, w.as bom in Yorkshire, England, in 1S12, and a brother, 
James, lives at Marinette, Wisconsin. Jackson Ellis lives in Beloit, Wis- 
consin, and a Dr. Ellis at Uockport, Illinois. 

(lidcon Ellis, born in Massachusetts, died in Uandolph, Vermont, about 
fifty years ago, ageil nearly 100 ye.irs. His children were: Calvin, Elijah, 
Josuih, Bethuel, Asa and Gideon. The last-named died in ISOl, aged 90 
year?; had nine children. H. G. Ellis, of Roxbury, Vermont, and U. W. 
Kills, a lawyer, of Ciiicago, arc his grandsons. 

Uev. Luther Ellis is an .aged clergyman, of Waterloo, Iowa. 

James Fulton Ellis lives at Marinette, W^isconsin. He has brothers, 
William A., at Peshtigo; Uoltert and Oakman A., at Oconto; and Charles J., 
at Marinette. Their father, William, was a son of Rev. Jonathan Ellis, born 
in Fr.anklin, Connecticnt, 17C2; m. Mary, dau. of Robert Fulton, of Top- 
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sham, Maine. She died in 18G0, aged 91 yean. Jonathan waa a eon of 
Rev. John Ellit, born in Cambridge, MassachuBetU, in 1727^ Chaplain in the 
Reyoltttionary army— died at Norwich, Connecticut, 1805. He wat a eon of 
Caleb Ellis, who came from England, and lived in Cambridge, Massachusette. 

Samuel KUis was an early settler in Dedham, Massachusetts. His chil- 
dren were John, Noah, Ebenczer and Amelia. He went to Norwich, Hamp- 
shire Co., Masn., in early times, and whore he died about 1825, a very aged 
man. Ife had three brothers, two of whom died in the French and Indiau 
war. His son, Ebenezer, lived in Chester and Norwich, Massachusetts, 
where his children, Samuel, Edward, Hylas, Ebenczer H., Harriet and 
Christa, were bom. Samuel, born in 1802, died in Cunimington, Mass., In 
1875. Dr. Edward Ellis, of Meadvillc, Pennsylvania, bom 1804, d. 188C, 
was the second son of Ebenezer. Samuel, bom 1802, was the father of 
Dr. L. Stiles Ellis, of Manistee, Michigan, and Miss Elvira Ruth Ellis, 
of 324 E. 27th st, New York City. Miss Ellis is a noted teacher. Dr. K, 
of Manistee, is a prominent physician and widely noted temperance advocate. 

Moses Ellis, bora about 17GG, came to East Barnard, Vermont, from 
Walpole, Massachusetts. His brothers were: Jesoph, Daniel, Aaron and 
Jesse. Moses had two sons, Clark and Enoch. Clark was born 1795, died 
18C2. Enoch, bom 1804, died 1879, leaving four sons. Joel C, only son of 
Clark, was born 181 G and now lives in East Barnard. Aaron lived in Wal- 
pole, and had five sons: James, Charles, Oliver, Caleb and Albert. Jesse 
had two sons, Joseph and Jesse, Jr. 

Thmnas J. Ellis, of Covington, Fy., was born 183G; his father, James, 
born 1802, in Virginia; his grandfather, William, was born in Virginia about 
17C4, died in Kentucky, at 81 years of age. Russell B. Ellis, son of William, 
now lives in Kokotno, Ind.. over 70 years of age; the last of eight children. 

Amos I'Ulis lives in Williamsburg, and his brothers, Nelson and Alonzo, 
in Ripley, Ohio. 

Hon. Lorenzo Ellis lives at EUiston, Ohio; he is in the stave and store 
business; he was born in Walpolo, Mass., in 1834; has a son, William D., b. 
]8r»0. Billings Ellis, elder brother of Lorenzo, lives at Walpole, Mass. 
Lorenzo ICllis has l)ecn a mctnbor of the Ohio legislature two terms. 

^Ir. A. D. Ellis is a prominent resident of Owego, N. V. 

N. J. Ellis is a farmer, lives near Springfield, Mich. His father, Benj. 
A., lived in Outario Co., N. Y, Harry, a cousin of Bonj. A., a very aged \ 
man, lives in Victor, N. Y., as does his son, Bolivar Ellis. 

Benj. Ellis, son of John, lives in Freeville, N. Y. His grandfather, 
John, Sr., had brothers, Pcleg, Arnold and Oliver. 

Rev. Charles D. Ellis is a Presbyterian clergyman at Saginaw, Mich. 

Hon. J. V. Ellis, of St. John, N. B., member of the Canadian parliament 
1 887 f declared himself in favor of the annexation of Canada to the United 
SUUs. 

Richard Allis, or Kllis, was a passenger in the ship Lion, June 22, 1032, 
for Now England. (New England, at an early date, wjis of ton dcRign.itcd as 
Virginia. ) 

Mrs. Mary Ellis Durkee, bom 1798, lives with her son-in-Uw, T. J. ' 
Potter, at Fort Eilward, N. Y. Her father, John, bom 1759, died 182G. 
Her grandfather, John, Sr., died in Montreal, in 1770, aged 79 years. James 
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Kllis, of Plymouth, Ohio, it a nephew of Mrs. Durkee. Benson KIIir lives 
at (Greenwich, Ohio. 

David F. Kllin, born in Wales in 1841, a printer, lives at Utica, N. Y. 
Hi« father, KUisi ICUis, lives at Deerfield, Oneida Co., X. Y., on a farm, with 
his HOii, If ugh M. 'J'hey all came from Wales, about 184S. Hugh was four 
years in the Union army. 

^Ir. J. W. KlHs, of New Castle, Ind., is of the Carolina Elliscs. His 
grandfather, John, and two brothers were from Scotland. 

.fames M. KUis, born ISIO, lives at Syracuse, N. Y.; a banker. His 
father, Gen. John Kllis, was born in Hebron, Conn., 17C4. Kis parents wore 
John, Sr., and Elizabeth (Sawyer) Ellis. 

M. E. Kllis, of Pittsburg, Pa., was born 1852. His father, Geo. Pvilcy 
Ellis, was bom in Henrietta, Monroe Co., N. Y.; grandfather (tucrdon and 
greatgrandfather William Ellis were from Norwich, Conn. 

Mr. William P. Ellis lives in Washington City, lud., of which lie is 
mayor. His father, William, bom 1802, died 1883; was from North Carolina, 
and was the youngest of his father's family; his brothers were John and 
David, all sons of William, Sr. 

Mr. H. Z. Ellis, of Philadelphia, Pa , is agent for the Ellis P^amily of 
Professional VoealisU. He was bora 1824, at Plymouth, Vt. He has Ellis 
. uncles, Caleb, Ebcnezer and Warrun, at Newton Center, Mass. His children 
— the vocalists— are Misses llomie M., Fanny May, Gracie Marie, and ^fossrs. 
Frank >[. and Fred. S. Ellis. Their summer residence is at York Beach, 
Maine. 

l>r. I'Mwin Ellis has a drug storu at Ashland, Wis. lie wan Uirn in 
Maine in 1824. His father, John, born 1798, died in (California in 1871, had 
brothers,. Ebenezcr, Gideon, Jonathan and Scott* 

Elias Ellis, bom 1803, in Ohio; lives at Ellis, Muskingum 'Co., Ohio. 
Ho is a fanner. His great-grandfather, Ellis Ellis, was a Welshman; came 
to America early in 1700; his grandfather, William, died 1813, in Ohio; his 
father, Klias, died 1833. 

Mr. A. N. Ellis, of Austin, Minn., was bora at Potsdam, N. Y., 1S34. 
JTc is in the farming and cattle business. His father. Freeman Kllis, was 
l»om nt Varnnmtl), Mans., in 17^11. His grandfather, Isaac, liyed in V.ar- 
mouth, and afterwanls in Springfield, Vt. Qreat-grandfathor, Jose))h, and 
the lattcr's father, .IcNtlnia ICUis, were from Cape Cod, Mass. 

Dr. Kiuhard W. Ellis is a druggist at Los Angeles, Cal. 

Jehu Green Ellis lives at Auburn, N. Y. His father, Kichard, is English, 
bom 1830; died 1872. 

Kmest Spencer Ellis, bom ISTiS, in Vermontville, Mich., is a lawyer at 
Kalkaxik.i, Mich. llis father, Elmer Eugene was*l>orn in C.'encsce Co., N. Y, 
Grandfather, Harvey, and great grandfather, Gideon Ellis, all resided in 
Gcncsco Co., N. Y. Elmer Eugene Eilis now lives in Oiarlotte, ^lich. 

Mr. W. C. Ellis lives at North's Landing, Ind. His father was John, of 
Calhoun, fJa., a son of Stephen Ellis, of South Carolina, of Scotch descent. 

Uurwcll P., Carhis W., Charles, LTco. W., Luthor P., Mortimer .M.and 
Caroline S. Ellis live in Kichmond, Va. 

Dr. C. F. Ellis is a physician at Ligonier, Ind. . 

Noah, John, Jauies and Joseph Ellis were coopers, and lived near 
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Xewbnrg, and later near Ooshon, N. Y. Noah m. Hannah Carpenter; bom 
1780; had seven children: Lydia, Samuel, Lcwii, Susan, Harriet, William 
and Ira. .Tames Ellis had four children: John, William, Walter and Eliza. 
Noah Kllis died about 1840. Ira, sun of Noah, had several children; one of 
whom, (t'uorjvo A. Ellis, lives in Brooklyn, N, Y., and has been book-keeper 
and Ideal niAiin^ur for l/Ctinnrd tV: Kllis — sou i>a);u 'J51) — for twulvu tt> liftoon 
years. He lias a yoniij^cr brother in the same ollice. 

•T. M. Ellis, Fm[., is a lawyer, of Denver, Col. )Iis father was a native of 
North Carolina, and was of Welsh descent, and a brother of Geo. U. Ellis, 
of I'ontotoc, Miss. 

Kobcrt Ellis is a resident of Pompey, N. Y. His grandfather, Kobcrt, 
had six sons: Clark, Samuel, Hiram, Elias, John and Pierce; born in or near 
Amstenlam, N. Y. William B. Ellis, son of Clark, lives at Greenwich, Ohio. 

Mr. W. K. Ellis lives at Goshen, Ind. His father was Krastus W. Jl., 
bom 1S15, and grandfather, William H., born in Windham, Conn., in 1784; 
great-grandfather, Ezekiel EDis, an officer in the Uevolutionary war. 

Daniel Ellis, from North Carolina, settled in Indiana about 1810. His 
children were: I/»vi, Jesse, James, Marvio, John, Willaro, Mary Elizabeth, 
Margaret and Sarah. Marvin, born 1821, has a son, 0. W. Ellis, born 1845, 
at Dubois, Ind. 

J. A. Ellis. Chicago, 111., is a commission merchant. Jit has a sister, 
Mrs. William H. Holstcin, Bridgeport, Pa. Their grandfather, Wm. Ellis, 
lived in Muncie, Pcnn. His son, William Cox Ellis, father of J. A., was a 
lawyor and (^ongicssniun and widely not^jd lOr talent and benevolence. 

The ICllise.1 of this country numlior many thouiiautis, sumo of whom 
descended frum Welsh, lilnglish and Scotch ancestors, who came here soon 
after the landing of the Pilgrims in 1C20. 

In 1883, Wm. T. Davis, of Plymouth, Mass., published a volume entitled 
" Geneological Register of Plymouth Families and Ancient Landmarks of 
Plymoutli." Mr. Davis had mad* extensive researches and his book contains 
the names of nearly three hundred Ellisea. 



PKltSONAL LKTTERS ANJ> DOCU.HENrS. 

It is usual in books of the nature of this to include some family letters 
and documents, for the purpose of revealing to the later generations some- 
what of the trials and experiences of those ivho have gone before. With 
those here given is revealed much of the personal traits of the writers and 
the motives by which they were actuated, as well as the struggles which 
they cheerfully and nobly made to overcome the obstacles of their often 
unpropitious surroundings. Considerable of historical interest is also to be 
found ill these communications. Many of these i>cople were pioneers in the 
then wilderness regions of country M'hich, in order to develop and make for 
themselves and their posterity desirable homes, required a degree of heroism 
which we now can 8c:ircely appreciate. So far as we can ascertain they were 
all people (»f integrity and virtue, with just and pure ambitious and tilled 
well the duties of their station. Few of them attained much of worldly 
wealth, the standard of success which ia now s? generally recognized. And yet 



Digitized by 



Google 



4^3 

we. in this day, have an instinctive feeling that no one makes a failure of 
life, if in all his life-work he keeps his affections pure and tender, his head 
clear and his heart right. In this respect our progenitors have given us 
examples worthy of imitation and are entitled to our gratitude and veneration. 

The followiii)« letter was written in June, 1801, l»y Mrs. Samuel Annaliio 
1(1 her dtuighUT Tiilly (or Molly) Kllin, wifo of Dea. Diiiiick ICIlis, of AMlifiulil. 
Bcthiah, whoMU name is found at the close of the letter was Mrs. Anuable's 
youngest daughter. 8ee page 3CG. The numbers in brackets thus [ ] refer 
to corrrcs])Ouding numbers in the main part of the book. 

Semproni us, N. Y. 
To MoM.v Ei.i.ts. Ashfteld, Mass. : 

Those linos come to let you know that we are all well. I think I am 
bettor than when I lived in Ashfield. Your father also has his health I 
think very remarkably. David [see page 3(>8] and family are well. We 
heard you were coming up this fall. I suppose you and your child are well, 
but, oh I remember, we are liable every day to sickness and death; and do, 
Molly, let us strive to be prepared to change worlds, it will soon come; and 
do let us strive to live iu love with Ood and set our affections on thin^^ 
above, so that we may live happy and die happy. When you see Hannah H., 
tell her that Ireno [probably 34] does not forget her— wants her to live so 
that she may be happy with Christ to all eternity. Your uncle, Thomas, 
[see pige 3G(>] seemed t4) live this world purely. He told me, often, he 
praye«l all the time. I take much satisfaction in Moses [probably her ur.ind- 
Mm, Moncii HartlctJ and his wife. I bid you all farewell. 

DKSIRE ANNABLK. 

Remember my love to all my neighbors, one and all, and all my friends. 
Give our love to Mr. Lyon and wife. 

To Sam URL and Rkubcca : [See page 367.] 

We heard from you by Mr. Bslding. You WAre all well then and I hope I 
these lines will find you well. 1 heard you h.id three children to take care 
of; do t-eash them the fear of the Lord as well as to take care of their bodies. 
I want you to write to us about Elward [probably 39] and his family. Kufus 
Johnson's wife has got a son. Mrs. Forbush [71] has a daughter. She 
names it Elizabeth Mindwell, [born June 13, 1S04.] Jonathan Ellis [*2C] and 
his family are well. 1 want you to write concerning Abigail iijlding, whether 
she was willing to die. Give my love to Sylvia [75 ] I went to quarterly 
meeting Inst winter. A solemn assembly met together. Mr. Savage has 
bought about a mile and a half frum our house. Give my love to Hannah 
Williams [G3.] BETHIAH. 

Letter from Elw^rd Ellis [70] to his father, Lieut. John Ellis, of Ash- 
Held. Nit date is given, but it mast have been written prob.ibly in Juno, 
17^9 or ISOO. 

HoNOKED Paukmts : Semi*roniu8, N. Y. 

I now take my pen in hand to inform yon of thit welfare of my family. 
Amanda is sick and has been under the doctor's care for some time. 
Although she is some better, the doctor thinks she will not l>e able to do 



Digitized by 



Google 



424 

much this lummer. It is a general time of health here: our frionda are all 
wclL My cousin, Benjamin Ellis, has bought him a farm, about a mile from 
here. Peleg Standish lives with me this summer, and has bought land 
adjoining Mr. Ellis and Mr. Stafford, and now there is a lot to be sold a mile 
west of him. I think it is as handsome land as ever I saw. There is a great 
deal of valuable timber on it and is well watered by a number of verjr tine 
springs. It is number 33 and is owned by one, Major Newkirk. I have 
been informed, by men who have leen him, that it may be had very reason- 
ably—for two dollars if paid down or twenty shillings if paid one-third down. 
Major Ledyard says it is as good a title as any in the country. Maj. New- 
kirk lives on the Mohawk river, at Palatine Church, and if there is anyone 
coming from AshKeld into this country they can call and see Xewkirk. That 
land is worth four dollars an acre, and I should be glad to buy one hundred 
acres myself. Cropi look promising. The distance is so preat that we can 
seldom see each other, but I mean to come to Ashfield as soon as I can, but 
I get little time and I do not know what will happen. I am hayin;; and in 
a hurry and must close my letter, hoping these lines will find you all enjoying 
the blessing of health. Give my love to all iut)uiriug frieuds. 

From your son, EDWARD ELLIS. 

Letter from DImick Ellis, of Ashfield, to Barnabas Annable of Sem- 
pronius, K. Y. 

Dear Sir : Ashfield, Mass., May 12, 1802. 

The note that yon left in my care, agamst Ezra Williams, I have received 
the contents of, except seventy-three dollars. I havo taken up the orders 
OS yon directed and have paid Dr. Dickinson, Dr. Smith and Thomas AVhite 
some money, in settlement of their accounts. I did not take my pay for my 
note that I hold against you, as I did not stand in need of it, but will send 
you the note and take my pay of Williams, when ho pays the balance due 
you. J am well at present and PoUy.alio. Our child is sick, but 1 think b«> 
is getting some )>etter now, I hope these lines will Bnd you well. Give our 
love to father and mother Annable and to all inquiring friends, etc. 

DIMICK ELLIS. 

P. S. Please write to me by the bearer of this and send receipt for the 
money I send you. 

ScMPRoyiUK, June 2, 1802. 

This day received by the hand of Lieut. John Ellis, $300.45 in full of 
this bill. BARNABAS ANNABLE. 

Letter from Barnabas and his wife, Kuth (Momi) Annable, to Dca. 
Dimick Ellis and wife. 

Sbm PRONIUS, N. Y., Aug. 20, 180G. 

Dear Sister: I am now quite tick. I have not been so M-ell the last two 
years as I was the two first years after we came into this country. Dear Sister: 
The Lord, in his providence, has been jilcascd to visit this family with the stroke 
of death. Our brother Samuel is gone and left us hero to mourn, but not 
as those without hope. [See page 3G7.] Vou desired us to write the par- 
ticulars of his death. He was sick about two months, he got better twice 
when he had the third relapse. David [his brother, see page 368] told him 
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bo iniiit certainly die. He said they must icnd for hiB brother Barnab^f, to 

pray with him, for, said be, I must certainly go to if I die in my pr ;scut t 

situation. Barnabas went and stayed with him until the day of bis death, 
all tlie time of which he appeared in bitter agony of soul, pleading for Nalva- 
tion, until about three days before he died, when he revived and said in*, had 
been in perfect readiness for three days. 

Ruth failing, 1 take the pen to finish her letter. He readily CQi«fe8sed 
that he had many hard thoughts of me for spending so much time in ]ireach- 
ing, but now, said he, I see that souls are of some consequence and yai have 
done much goo<l in preaching; therefore, go and do all the c^ood yta can. 
Respecting his property, he left it in will to his wife, or widow, dun'iig her 
life, directed after her decease to Hiroin Denuison, provided he serres the 
widow faithfully his time out, and in cose he should die, leaving no h<ir, then 
M'hat may be left is directed unto us, as heirs, the brothers and asters of \ 
the deceased. Teleg Standish is administrator with the widow. Jt was 
supposed that she was soon to have married had not the Lord h'we taken 
the young man's life. She is now going to live with her brother Pckg. 

Respecting religion here Electa has written. * Brother ICllis, if you have 
collected the Crapo notes, I wish you would send the money due unit> dadily 
Moon to him, then take your own pay for your pains and send the nmainder 
to mo the first good opportunity and by Daniel Ellis, [125] if he retirns soon. 
* * I have many trials in life which would make me weary of tbe world 
did not the Lord often happify my soul with showers of divine liessings. 
May the blessings of heaven rest on you and yours. 

From your feeling brother, 

BARNABAS ANKABLK. 

r. S. ^Ve hear that Capt. Lincoln [G7] is at Lake Erie. 

i 

1x>tter from Lucrctia Smith to Miss Polly Annable.* See page 11^ > 

Smelbvrnk, Mass., Apii: 23, lUl, 
To Mi.srt Polly Annablk : 

Please to read these lines with patience. Well, Polly, I did not begin 
my school until the third day after I arrived at Shelburne, an«1 tho« days 
should have been gkid to have spent with you in Ashtield. I havt kept 
school three days and tedious long days they were. I shall not 'a.*11 yot that 
i am homesick, but will venture to say that I feel very low-sj iritcd, thiugh . 
my school is very agreeable, yet the people ore all strangers 1o me in this ! 
town and it seems as if they oltrays would be. Mar}', [or "Polly] if you bad 
any idea of my fculings you would come and see mo. I ssiv Mr. NoiA 'U 
that evening, after I parted with your dear self, and earnestly requested h'si 
to wait on you to Shelburne. He said that would be a ver^ great pleasure, 
but he cx)>eoted to go out of town next week. Hark! So lebudy knocks. 
I must bid you gootl bye for a moment, but shall disturb you igaiu directly. 

Mary, 1 have a short story to tell you. While 1 was eihiged in writing 
to you, 1 WAS interrupted by a gentluuian and lady, who c: nie to sec if I 
would walk down town with them. So oecordingly 1 went, . id there 1 saw 
A number of your acquaintances, which afforded me but li.;le satisfaction. 
What I should call satisfaction would be to see or here some thing from all 
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my good friends at Aahficld. If I do not get a letter (if not two) from you 
Boon 1 shall ever ceaae to •ubscribe myself your affectionate friend and 
aJinircr. I sball come koine in about three weeks if I can have a horse. 

LUCUKTIA SMITH. 

l/jtlur from Ira Itiitlor, biiHhaiul of 1'IioIk) Lincoln, to 1 1 is wife's unolc, 
JJimick Kllis. In 1812, Cnpt. Satnucl Lincoln and his wife, Jaiio I'Jllis, sud* 
denly died leaving a largo family of children. See pages 107 to 110. 

Murray, [Orleans Co.] N. Y., May 10, 1813. 

Dkar Uncle: With a favorable opportunity we inform yon that we are all 
well now, and hope these few lines will find you enjoying the same great bless- 
ing. Last week we heard from the children and they are all well and feel con- 
tcnte<l with their situations. Your nieces, Polly and Phebe, lost each an 
heir. March 27, I, Polly, lost my child, agod ton months aWit; died with 
<|nick consumption. i'hebe*s died the 24th of March, with camp distemper. 
We have enjoyed a good state of health since. Tlie letters that you sent me 
we never received. They came to a neighbor's house, Mr. Wilber's, and were 
burned. He had everything burnt up. We think it is very hard times, for 
we are afraid of the Indians. Betsey has Benjamin, the baby, with her and 
he has been very sick all winter, but ha has grown hearty again and grows 
smart, and weighs eighteen pounds. 

This from your loving nieces, in the town of Murray, Phebe, Polly, 
Betsey. IliA BUTLER. 

From Mrs. Buth (Moon) Annable— sej page 30G— to Mrs. Polly (Anna- 
ble) Ellis, of AshKcld. No date is given, but it must have been written 
previous to 1818. 

SSMPRONIUS, N. V. 

Dear Siktkr: I take this opportunity to inform you that we are all 
well at present, blether and Bethiah are very well. Mother has been able 
to visit the Doctor, Moses and Lecta. [Dr. David Annable, Moses Bartlett, 
her gramlson, and Mrs. Electa Phillips, her granddaughter.] I have the 
sorrowful news to write that wo have heard of the death of father and 
brother Daniel Moon. I think my poor mother must be in trouble. I wish 
you would come and see your mother and sister once more, if I never can 
niinu. Votir inothor grows childish, but not troublesome. Edward and 
Mima [Lieut. Edward and Jemima Amiable] were horo on a visit last wock. 
Mima was ill. She said the doctor said she was going into consumption. 
Alcemena [see page 94] has been very sick. Samuel and Nancy [her chil- 
dren] are teaching schools. The Doctor [DaviH Annable] talks of going to 
see you. We all send love to uncle and aant, [Lieut. John and Molly Ellis] 
likewise to Hannah Jfalo. 

MSS. RUTH ANNABLE. 

Letter from E<lward D. Ellis to his mother and step-father, in Sem- 
pronius. Young Edward had gone out to learn the printer's art. [*235]. 

Watrrloo, N. Y., Aug. 24, 1819. 
Df.au Pareni'S: I have snceeeded in making as advantageous a bar- 
gain with my employer as we had anticipated. He is to allow me one hun- 
dred dollars in cash and twenty in whatever I may wish, payable quarterly. : 
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i am of opinion that cash can procure whatever 3'oa may think bett, at better 
advantage than trade. One quarter will end about the middle of January 
next, when $25 in money and $5 in something else will be due. I ehall 
pnibtibly Ih) in want of many articles, however, 1 have been thinking that it 
might be a good plaii at the end of tlic first quarter to take a quantity of 
gartlmi mrttdN, that w if yoii can turn th»m to advantage at any of lUv. NtorcH 
where you trade. Mr. Leavenworth is to receive them for printing, and if 
you can let them go to merchants for articles of trade, it may not be amiss 
to take them. J merely mention this that you might make inquiries, in 
which case lot me know the kinds wanted. * * The sickness which has 
prevailed all over the United States is gradually subsiding. Tn New York 
the inha1>itaiits arc gradually returning to their dwellings, where several 
weeks since the yellow fever raged to an alarming extent. * * I have 
sont two paiHsrs for you by the mail. 1 oxiMnit to procure me a decent chc«t 
for $1.25, if so, 1 shall not be obliged to send for my basket 

From your obedient son, 

E. D. ELLIS. 

Letter from Minerva Kflis [733] to her nnole, Cyrus KIlis, regarding the 
death of her father, Edward D. Ellis [235], brother of Cyrus. 

Dbtkoit, Mich., June 3, 1S4S. 
Dkai: Uvclk: I received your letter, of the 24th of May, written to 
my dear father, but it came too late for his perusal. He died on the- 15th of 
May, ^lontluy nmrning, at 8 o'clock, after being coiifinod to his bed only one 
day. 'I'he cause of his death wms over-oxertion at a large Are, which took 
place a few weeks ago. He died very happy, rejoicing in his Saviour. He 
was beloved and respected by all who knew him. He has been a worthy 
citizen, and a kind aiTectionate fatlier and husband, but it pleased ( iod to 
take him to himself, and 1 ho]ie one day to join him in that land of bliss. 

Tilers let bit spirit rest secure 

III the sruis of angeU blest and pure. 

There are six children of us. 1 am the oldest, and was 16 last Xovcm- 
ber; Bcojamtn F. is the youngest, aged 4 years. You mention in your letter 
visiting us next year. We nhall bu liappy to see you out here. Mother in in 
very poor health at present. The children are all well. Aunt Miiulwoll 
Potter father's half-sister is out in Hillsdale, Michigan. Cousin John Ellis 
[24:^] lives here, aiul his family. Mother sends her love to you and your family. 

Your affectionate niece, 

MARY MINERVA ELLIS. 

Prom Hannah Dimick to her aunt, Mrs. Lieut. John Ellis [IG], of Ash- 
field: 

Baknstaule, Oct 17, LsOO. 

Deau Acmt — These lines are to inform you of the death of my father. 
He died four weeks ago last Friday, after beiug sick about ten months. He 
was so as to be able to go out till four weeks before he died. AVe are all 
well now and hope this will find you and family the same. We have not had 
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loiter* from Sandwich since my uncle Edward died, but bear that they are all 
well. My mother sends love to you and family, and wishes you to write to 
unclo AnnaUe. 

From your^friend and niece, 

HANNAH DIMOCK. 
To Mrs. Mary Kalis. 

Letter from John Agry, of Uallowell, Maine, to his cousin, Dimick Ellis. 
Mr. Agry's mother M'as a Dimick, from "The Cape." She was a sister of 
Mrs. Samuel Annable, Jr., and Mrs. Lieut* John Ellis. See paj^es 78 and 
3GC. 

Hallowbli., Maivk, March 23d, 1818. 
Mr. Dimick Ellm, Ashfibld: 

Dr.\k Silt— Vour letter of the 15th December last came safe to Hallowell, 
but my brother, Thomas, and myself being in Boston the most part of the 
winter, will account for this late answer. It was with pleasure wo received 
information from relations known to us only by tlie affectionate regards of my 
mother, wlio never ceased to cherish an anxious desire for their welfare while 
she lived. I will now proceed to give you the information requested, with a 
short account of our family since they left Barnstable; occurrences prior to 
this, 1 presume, are familiar to your mother. My father and mother removed 
to Gardincrston, now called Pittston, in 1703; the family consisted of one 
daughter and three sons: Hannah, Thomas, David and John. My father died 
in 1783; my sister married Samuel Oakman, and died, mneh respected and 
lamented, in 1787, leaving two sons and four daughters, both sons are since 
dead, uno of which has luft Ihroo ohiMron (the oldest, a daughtor about 13), 
and are now under my guardianship, the daughters are married and well set- 
led in life. My mother died in 1807. The oldest son, Thomas Agry, has 
seven children, two sous and live daughters. The two eldest daughters are 
well married and live in the neighborhood; one son is settled at Bath, about 
30 miles ofT, the rest are young and at homo. David Agry died in Petersburg, 
Virginia, August, 1813; he followed the sea in a ship of which he was master 
and owner, and left no family. John Agry, the third son and writer of this, 
has seven children, four sons and three daughters, the oldest 24 years 2d day 
of August last. I have been thus particular, thinking it might bo interesting 
to your mother, as I think I have heard my mother say that my aunts made a 
visit to Barnstable before she left there, and your mother may recollect some 
of the children, although young at the time, and wish to know something Yiar- 
ticularly about them. The business of myself and brothers has been commer- 
cial, and wo have suffered greatly with the war, having la^t between thirty 
and fort)* thousand dollars, but fortunately saved enough to continue our 
business, though it is now dull and nets but little profit. 

Betsy I^ewis marrietl Heuben Colburn, and they are now both living in 
Pittston; they have one sou and six daughters living. Her husband's mind, for 
two or three years past, has been slightly deranged, but not so far as to require 
confinement. They subsist comfortably with the assistance of their children. 
Hannah ]>iniick I have heard nothing from for two years past, she then lived 
by herself in one part of a house occupied by her brother, Charles Dimick. 
My uncle, Edward Dimick, died in 1803. He was in perfect health one hour 
before his death. 
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Pray write us; it will bo % great eatiefactioa to hear from you often. 
Ploase present my regards to your mother and all relations, and accept my 
sincere unshes for your and their health and happiness. 

I am, dear sir, yours affectionately, 

JOHN AGRY. 

Letter from Samuel, son of Elder Barnabas Annable, to his aunt, Mrs. 
Polly Aunable Ellis. See page 3G7. 

Semprokius, N. Y., Sept. 27tli, 1818. 

Dbak Aunt— In compliance with your request, and my own feelings do I 
j^lailly embrace the opportunity of writing to one for whom I ever have and 
ever shall cherish the highest sentiments of re8i>ect and esteem. I cannot 
but reflect for a moment on the happiness your presence afforded in the early 
hours of my life. Nothing could then afford more pleasure than the company 
of those to whom I Mas allied by the ties of natural affections. Fondly imag- 
ing them to be the best of human beings, I really enjuyed in their presence 
consummate bliss. 

But in the dispensations of Providence, it was ordained that I should part 
with some of them and move to the ncM'^ country [from AshSeld to Sempro- 
nius.] This wss trying, though I was hanlly large enough to realize it. 
Nothing caused greater sorrow and made deeper impressions on my mind than • 
the thought of leaving Annt Folly — perhaps never to see her again — never did 
the impressions of sorrow fnlly wear away; au«l it was long before, in sweet 
rcnicnibrancoB of pant scenes, 1 could hail your arrival in Sompronius. Vour 
visits were gladdening to my feelings, and I only regretted that you must 
return again. 

But those scenes are past, and I have now one still more trying to relate. 
Last Thursday, Electa and Nancy, Biirtlet and Enos, two ever dear and affec- 
tionate sisters, with two beloved brothers, took their leave at Sempronius for 
the long contemplated journey to the wilds of Indiana. The rest of the family 
remain till next spring. You will, no doubt, be curious to know the feelings 
that were manifested on this trying event. In the morning the neighbors 
ffoeked in to pay their respects and render them what assistance they could 
about loading and getting them ready for a start. Notwithstanding all seemed 
to be filled with the deepest regret at the thought of separating, each one 
assumed as much of an air of merriment as they could, in order to repreu in 
some measure the anguish of tho&e who were about to leave us. Each cor- 
dially bestowed their best wishes for their future comfort and prosperity, lister 
Nancy, with a firm resolution, if possible, to restrain her feelings so as to refrain j 
from tears, braved it till she got as far as Elisha's, where we accompanied her. 1 
We went in; I shook hands with sister Electa, and she burst into tears. Sister ! 
Nancy conld no longer restrain her feelings— she wept, and most df the ' 
women present gave vent to their feelings in the same way. For my omti 
part the scene was truly heartrending. The boys braved it. To think that 
fourteen hundred miles should separate mo from those with M'hom the happ3% 
though transient, morning of my life had been spent, was truly painful. I 
could hardly refrain from giving vent to my own feelings in a ilow of tears. 
Yet 1 did. Not that I was ashamed to cry. Ah, no! Ueason forbade that I 
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abould aild fuel to the tire of aDgiiish already kindlc<l in the breasts of those 
who were about to leave us. The stnigslo was hard indeed. With many a 
deep drawn sij^h did T resist the ani^uish of my sonl. 

They arc ^oiie, and liow .nliall 1 be rcconuilod? Ueason dictates llattcrinj; 
witli a JiO|ic that all is for the best. Considering it providential, already be- 
gins to calm tiiu anguiiih u( my huuI. Mow good, how comforting is the |M»wcr 
of rcilcction. Were it not for this, tho pt ssiuns would ovcroonio thu other 
faculties of tho mind, tho soul would sink into a state of dejcctodncss which 
wouhl ren<lor life miserable. 

1 am sorry to inform you that Nancy, through extreme hurry of business 
in preparing to got away, was obliged to neglect copyinfr that writing which 
she promised you. Having to go away myself in search of employment, 1 
could not attend to it. 

I havo not yet engaged a school, but I exiicct to soon, lirondcy has 
engaged to work for uncle David this winter in the brewery. We arc all in 
tolerable health. Mrs. Fuller being present, wishes roe to write her compli- 
ments I Khoda Annablc Fuller, sec page 94.] 

(2ranilmuthcr wishes me to rcmemlnsr her; says she is still alive, but does 
not exi>cct to be a great while. She is nearly as comfortable as she was when 
you was hero. Annt llethiah wishes we to write her rcsixscts to you and thu 
family. She wishes Ucsiah [237] would write to her. She sends her coni]ili* 
ments to .Mr. Rcldiug*s people [John Bclding's, seo page 372. J 

Father and mother wish roe to write for them. They feel anxious to havo 
you write to them. Jt is a general time rf health with us. Give my respects 
to uncle bimick, to great-uncle and aunt, and likewise to the rest of the 
family, your cliildren, and to all enquiring friends. 1 wish you or uncle 
would write me. 

1 am, dear aunt, your sincere friond and atTcctionate nephew, 
T« Mkm. roLi.v KUJM. SAMIIKL ANNAHI.K. 

Tjetters from Elder Barnabas Annable and wife to Dea. l^imick Kllis 
and other rohitivcs in Ashficld. 

8KMPK0NIUS, N. Y. February 14tli, 1810. 

May (i(H\ proparo the hearts of my dear sister and brother, aunt and 
uncle to roceivo the particulars of tho death of mother Annablo. Sho con- 
tinued to decline from the time you left here until some of tho first days of 
February, when sho grew worse, having her senses to tho last minute, and 
exercising, as her prayer was perfect patience, until her I/>rd should come. 
She lived from midnight, after being sensible that she was struck with death, 
until tho next night, sua half an hour high, when faltering a few minutes, her 
struggles being over, she apparently breathed her lifo sweetly out. This was 
on the 0th day of the month. Another exemplary life and peaceable death 
stimuLited us all to fear Ood and keep his commands that we may have 
right to the tree of life, and enter into tho city where we trust she is gone. 
The text was: "Be ye also ready, for in such an," etc. We, our friends and 
yours in this quarter are well. John is well [6S]. 

We have received a letter from our children in Indiana. They inform us 
that they are well and pleased with the country, and have bought four miles 
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from Mount Vernon, a villar;e on tho Ohio river, and fifteen from the Wabash 
river. IVobably in aliout tbreo weeks we shall start. We now expect that 
ButhiaU will ^o with us. llowever, Kdward [39] appears anxious to have her 
stay and niuko her home at his house. \Vc shall make it a point t>i write 
from that phicv wiicn wu'^ot there, hoping thereby to pcrpotuatc a renivni- 
braiicc uf uucii hIIuh-. With warm ailcctioiiH to yon all whom I cannot mou, 
:ind :itrong attachiiifut to all my ohl 2ic<iuaintanccs, 

I subscritH) myself yours, 

HAUXAHAS ANNAHLK. 

1)k\k SfsTKU — The reason that 1 did not write acuordin^ to my agree- 
ment is, my health lias been very poor, my two little ones very cross, my 
care other ways very great, which renders me unfit for writing. O Polly, my 
trials have l>een great since 1 saw you last fall. Four of my children fourteen 
hundred miles from me, and tho trial of parting with mother and ISothiah, 
together with my own mother and the neighbord, has been as much as i could 
bear. 

Wo received three letters from our children after they left tliis town be- 
fore they got to Indiana. The wator was very low, for which reason they had 
to buy a small boat, and then taking some boards and forming a small raft, 
they put a part of the j^ootls on it, and set Knos and Kliaha KIlis to Ktoaring it. 
Then they had to hire two robust men to holn thorn lift the boat over tho 
shoals and stonon until they got almost 100 miles below Pittsburg. They were 
from the ±!d of September until the 5th of December before they landed at 
their home. They in their letters have expressed good health and good cour- 
age. 1 leave this subject. 

Perhaps you would wish to know something more eoncerning liethiah. 
She bears the death of her mother better than any of ut had expected. She 
inclines to i^o witli ns, though her trials seem to be groat about leaving friends 
behintl. 

I went to the Nine Mile Creek to Eleaxar Smith's last fall. Had a very 
agreeable visit. Likewise to Kdwartfs. I can think of nothing more at 
present but to give my love to your family and connections and your neigh* 
bors. Hethiah is not at homo, or she would send a great deal of love. 

I remain your aflfcctionate sister, 
To Pt.Li.v Kixis. RUTH ANNAULE. 



Letter from Cyrus Ellis—page IGO— to Dea. Dimick Ellis, m ritten soon 
after he left AshHeld and settled on the homestead where he was born, in 
171KI, and where he lived until bis death in 1SS5. 

SKAiPRO.NiUrt, N. v., May. KS-JO. 

KftXi'KcrEU Sik: 1 now have the satisfaction to sit down to write a 
few lines and to inform you, agreeable to your request, that 1 am in perfect 
health, and have been so almost withont exception ever since I left Aahlield. 
It is a tolerable healthy time hero now, but it has been rather sickly in sev- 
eral towns ailjoining the Cayuga lake,— that is many are laid up with the 
fever and ague. The position of those places, in tho spring seitson of the 
year, is calculated to bring it on. Sempronius is not much distinguished for 
this disorder, yet there are some in our own neighborhood that have had it. 
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As a disease, chills has never as yet attacked me, and I humhly hope never* 
will. I received the letter which you wrote, in ten days after date, and 
hastened to know what was contained in your very brief letter, but I have 
made no haste to send back another. You write that it was a healthy timo^ 
tu Ashficld, yet there had been several deaths since T left there, the mention- 
of those (especially S. Bemcnt's) came (luite unexpected to me. You would 
have favored me much if you had given more particulars of their deaths and 
the time when they occurred. Two persons have died since I came here;. 
they were neither young nor old, and there was no funeral ceremonies, only 
but a few neighbors collecting to inter the dead, having no prayers, attend- 
ance, nor address to the mourners. I think it as being a singular thing.. 
The old farm, seventy acres, which my father left at his death, I have the 
whole charge of it given up to mA. My step-father not having lived npon 
said farm for four years past, in which time different families have lived 
n\}on it, it has been rather badly conducted. J have reasons to blame some- 
\HH\y as to the niauaqcment of it, yet I think I have succeeded in making as- 
advantagcons a change of residence as T could have anticipated; that is, 
my earnings and employment are more satisfactory, and at present there is 
a probability of its being much better for me than I could possibly have done, 
if I had stayed at Ashfield. 

The suffrages for governor were taken on the last Tuesday in April, the 
last month, throughout this State, and a hot election too. The parties with 
us are not Federals and llcpublicans, but Clintonians and Buektails. The 
one upheld Mr. (Minton, as candidate for Governor, and the otlier ^Ir. 
TuiiipkiHs, the Vico-rruNidont. TUcmo men, provious to tho late election, havo 
been reproaclifully abused and degraded by their enemies, and cried up and 
magnified by their friends, by every newspaper in the State. Indeed, where 
there is a great strain of party zeal for statesmen, the fittest and best are, 
and will be scandalized when there is no cause for it, and in fact it is curious 
and intelligible to read the papers, at the present time, if nothing more than 
to sec what genius and ideas are displayed by electioneering; time has not 
sufficed yet to ascertain the number of votes given in the whole State, but 
from the counties, as far as we have heard, there is a very small majority for 
Clinton, so it is impossible to tell at this time of whom the choice for Gov*> 

emor is in favor of. 

From your obedient, 

0. ELLIS. 

P. S. You will remember me to all the family, etc. Inform Desiah that 
I saw Emma and Clirocna Rhodes la^t month. 

Letter from Ruth Annable, wife of Barnabas, to Dr. David Annablo and 
Moses Bartlctt, of Sempronius, N. Y. See page 370. The letter was re- 
ceived February, 1820. 

Black Township, Fosev County, Indiana. 

Dear Fkiends : I expect it is with anxiety you have waited to see some 
of my scribblings. I will assure you that it has not been for want of atloc- 
tion towards you, but, having much trial and suffering, I have felt unwilling - 
to fill your ears with the same. Surely, dear friend, I never shall forgot you» . 
neither the favor you bestowed on me before I left yon. I. often jleep a short • 
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nap, thcit awake, can sleep no more till the day breaks, this cing of m}* 
nei(;hboni and friends 1 have left behind. I one night begav my medita- 
tions thinkini; of you all. I could not close my eyes to sit p that night. 
I remember my promise, that I would write to you my jou* iial and how 1 
liked the country, after I should ^et hero, and how wo far xl. 

I expect Mr. liuliliug* gave you my journal by land. We took vatcr 
about two weeks after our teamsters left us. We began with pleasant sailing, 
for a few hours, then M*e met with sudden turns in the river, and, the current 
being swift, we were hurried on shore, or driven upon an iilaud or ^nd-bar. 
The boat struck so hard against the root of a tree, the fi *xt day, that every 
child was sent upon its head, and the one who commanded, our boat crying 
out, " we are gone for it/' gave me such a shock, together \ntli the cold, set 
me into such ague fits as I hardly ever ex]ierienced; for we ind two families 
al>oard, which made nineteen souls of us, all inoxpcricnccil liands. 8o I 
lived the lirst week, having sudden shocks. It got my stoiiuidi i>(} wo:ik that 
I couM not receive any food, but once in four and twenty Irjnrs, for aliout 
ten days. My fatigue was likewise very hard, my little ones being sick. I 
had them both to wait on and to hold in my lap, till I coula hardly stand 
when 1 rose up. When we entered the Ohio river my trials w^re some less ' 
by day, but then we sailed at night too; which filled me with fear that we , 
should run on to a sawyer, [fallen trees.] I had but little rest. We had no J 
pilot and strove to follow a boatman, that was used to the ri'er, by this ' 
means was deprived of the privilege of visiting Stephen Ellis* fi.K4ily, [119] 
for which I was very sorry. We found where they were and an oi|i«irtunity 
to siuid the gown and letter directed to tlioiii. 

We stopped at Cincinnati; there we saw Levi Fuller and Joht Wood. 
They both appeared to be very glad to see us. John Wood has sinci 1 een to 
aee us; he said that Stephen Ellis was doin« tolerably well, but his vii'e was 
weakly; likewise, that they had received the gown and letter. At (>alIti>olis, 
about 100 miles dovni the river, we got rid of a very disgrctcable fauuy ; for 
which J was never more glad. I would warn every one that takes tn^aage 
to keep everything they can under lock and key; for I lost^ by not U.-ing 
this care, Eliza's gingham frock, three pair of stockings, one run of st >*^ ng 
yam, one sheet, one shirt, a pair of pillows, and mother's old long loose ^ < % a. 

I have been sick and unable to write. The last of October now bc^iiM. 
I now again begin to write. My sickness was .the same as when Do«tw 
White doctored me, though not so severe. I suffered considerable fori«u.*- 
ishmeut that could not be had. I am now in tolerable healtli. I shall lot 
strive to give yon much more of my journal. On the Ohio we had some p c-.8- 
ant sailing, sonic pleasing prospects— such as stoamboats, lloating- mills, togc . lor 
with villages. We landed at Mount Vernon the 22d of April, all in y .od 
health, excepting myself and babe. We found our children all in good he- t;i, 
but Nancy. She grew more ill, and >vas not able to do her own work fo/ t s 
much as one month. 1 went into the house with Nancy. We suffered ftr 
provisions, for we could not get anything but hoe-cake, but T think it no ('u-j 
paragcinent to the country, but a neglectful people; but, being unwell, t: il 
kind of fare went very hard, but harder yet when we could not i^et our bac •«. ! 

*Pn>l>al>Iy Wui. Iteldifi);, who ni. Catlicrinr, dau. or Thomas Raniic)'. S^i^e i»ii|;v U!^i. 
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Meat was very scarce, by reason of its being sent off in boatloads to New 
Orleans, so tlio people diil not save enough for themselves, so wo have had to 
do without moat, Mooietimes two and three weeks. We bought two cows. 
Three (fuarts of milk were the most tliat ever we had from them both, besides 
suckling their calves, and were as good as cows commonly here that ran in 
thu w«t(MU. We coultl not got any mhucu, if it had bocn to save our livos. T 
liavu nctt riH>iu uiimigh to liiiish my lultur. I will otinolude on auolluir sltoot. 

'JMiii )NH>plu of this pliico care for nulliiiig l>ut Ui raine ctirn ami h«»gH. 
Thuy rniMu a f«uv lieniui, which tlmy unll HHaps, only. 'IMicro aru iiiuu livre 
who h:ivu livo«l here twelve yours, and have n«>t a spear of grass growing; i»ut 
I think grass will do well bore. I saw a small picco of meadow; 1 thiuk I 
never saw so nuich hay come o(T so small a piece of ground in my life. Wheat 
does wull here; is a very euro crop. Putatoos can bo raised largoly to the 
acre; the sweet iHiUto in greater abundance; they are the best potatti that 
ever 1 ate; could live on them alone. The season has been too dry for pota- 
toes to do wull. The people say it never was so dry since the conntry has 
been settled. We have not raised much sauce, by reason of the same, but we 
have a few bushels of potatoes, some small turnips and French turnips, some 
cabbage, about three hundred pumpkins, and three hundred and fifty bushels 
of corn. We have sowed thirteen acres of wheat and some expect to sow 
three acres more. We have two cows and four calves, one iiveyear old mare, 
seven yearling hogs and eight shoats. We fared hard this year, but no reason 
to complain, for my family was never so healthy as they have been this 
season. 

J am not disconraged about getting a living, but the people do not seem 
natural. We have not received a visit from any woman since we have 
been here, eiccpting two of our own country people. Tell her that was the 
Widow Foster, that slie has a brother living near neighbor to me. He came 
hero this summer; likes the couutry well. I think he will get rich. I do 
not look for riches for my own part, but I think that we could have done 
well, if we had only brought $203 with us. We have bought two cows, one 
to give milk, the other one to fatten for beef; one at thirteen and the other 
at nineteen dollars. 

I like our farm very well; it lies handsome, and tolerably well watered. 
There are two living springs npon it, and plenty fencing timber. We have a 
house built, with a good cellar under it, and a com bouse, seventeen feet 
square, set on blocks, made very convenient. We have a well close to the house. 
The snakes, that were so much dreaded, have not been seen on our farm. 
1 think the hogs have thinned them off. The water in this place will not 
wash without cleansing, but the pleasant showers affords us water enough 
to wash, In the fore part of the season, but we have been very much pestered 
for water to wash with for two months past. My life has been made very 
uncomfortable by reason of inconveniences, but we have a hope of having 
thin;i^8 better. 

i have no wheels, but can borrow one. My flax and wool are net yet 
spun. I have to patch comfortably, and I keep my family comfortable and 
decent. I could advise a family that comes here to be well clothed, for flax 
and wool can hardly be gotten till you raise it. Flax does M'ell here, with , 
those who know how to raise it. I have seen but few iheep; they were large; 
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tliey shear tbcm txvico a year. I Have written many irregular mintakcf ; you 
miut patch aa weU an you can. I have but little time to wrifco. I have my 
bread all t(i bake by the fire, and got but little time to do anything else but ^efe 
victuals. I have not tern an oven since 1 have been in this town. The people 
are very ignorant of honsc-wifery. They have a very difToront way of cfHikiiii;, 
ill idiiiiMd tivn-y riT.Mpot;t They iiiaku a )iio that MiiitM my tiuitti very wi'll. Tiiuy 
iiiaUo II <'riiNl, put it iiit«> n hako kctUo, till it up with iKmolitis, put in a little 
waller: thru put on a iM-iiMt nml bako it. \Vu havu gfitU^i brick for nii ovni 
nud a h«*iirth. Wo havo bought a fraction of Iniiil, iMiiiiiiHtiiig of about twenty 
acroa, adjoining our farm. Our boys all have gmMl courage; like tho place 
well. I never saw follows work so well as they have this summer, in my life. 

My husband Hies arouml like a lN>y; better than since he was a child. 
They nay that I have writt>m conceniiiig tiMi earn, instead of tIiro<* hundred 
nml fifty I imiiit write four huudreil and lifty bushels, and they have got it 
all harvitite«l; ihcy raised part of it on sbar«{«. On the whole they reckon 
tlu^y have raised six hundred. Our wheat, on the ground looks like a pink- 
bed. You need not be afraid that you will have to eat all Indian bread, for 
wheat does better here than in York State. 1 think there is no danger but 
what a man can get a goo<l living, if he can have money enough to buy. a horse 
and cow or two, and other jirovisions to give him a start. It is far better for 
fniit in this place than in York State. Some of our grafts have grown a 
yard and half in length, this summer. The longer I stay here the better I 
like the place. 

We understo<*d, before we came here, that it was difficult to preserve 
meat, but it can be here, as well as in York State. Flies are not so very 
troublesome. If you wish to know about other insects, T must tell you that 
musketoes are very troublesome, a few weeks in the spring season; fleas, there 
scarcely ever are any seen in the hottest of summer. By this time you think 
it strange that 1 say nothing about Bethiah. She has not shed one tear 
to where she did ten thousand before she left Sempronins. She never will 
own tliat she is sorry that she came with us. She sends her love to you 
all. Says I must tell you that she likes here well, and, likewise, to tell 
yon that blackberries are plenty, and the people give us plenty of jieaches; 
that we have mnskmelons and watermelons in abundance; and that we have 
a nnrsery of two thousands apple trees, growing. It has been very healthy 
in this place. There has been no need of a doctor in this place this summer. 

Samuel lives at Evans ville, has jnst made ns a visit; is in good health. 
He earned for himself $70 in three months. Now for yon to know the particular 
advantages and disadvantages of our country. S:dt, at present, is scarce .ind 
dear; it is not to be obtained for less than three or four dollars a bushel, 
but the people think it will be found more plenty. Sugar is scarce and 
dear; the price is thirty-two and a half cents a pound. There are some of 
our neighbors who have maple trees, and make three or four hundred weight 
of sugar in a season. I think the difficulty about milling is not great, for we 
have horse and water mills a plenty; the latter does not grind, only in a time 
of high water. The horse mills will grind thirty bushels a day; but it is 
somewhat bad for a poor man, for he must find his own team» or pay ttvelve 
cents for every bushel, besides the toll. Com whisky is generally seventy* 
five cents per gallon; wheat whisky, one dollar. 
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It is now the tenth of Deccmhsr. It begini to be cold weather. We 
have a very pleasant season. I shall advise no one to come here; for I know 
not how thoy will like it, but I have wished many times that 1 had my old 
neighbors and friemls around me. Tlio great distance does nut hinder my 
feeling for you whenever you are in trouble. When 1 heard of the death 
of Mr. Whitewood, 1 can truly say, my feelings were very much ailccted. 
Peleg Allen came into our neighborhooil, yesterday. Abigail has gone to 
live in a house close to Nancy; he has not purchased yet, but thinks he shall 
in this place J have enough more to write, but have not room on my paper. 
You may wish to know about the privilege of meetings. There are Metho- 
dist and Baptist preachers in this place, but the people are not so fond of 
meetings as I wish they were. 

I conclude, subscribing myself your friend and well-wisher until death, 

RUTH ANNABLE. 

(Moses Bai-tlett, mentioned at the head of this letter, and on pages 3(>G, 
370 and 3SG, settled in Sempronius about 1800, where be lived until the 
spring of 1837, when he removed to Saline, Mich., where he died in 1S4G, aged 
74 years. His wife died there in 1843, aged 60. They had nine children: 
>fary, Mabel, Hannah, Kate, Phineas, Jemsha, William, Moses, Jr., and 
Horace. Mary m. a Hull, and both lived and died in Saline. Mabel m. 
Abraham Bodine and lived in Clarence, Erie Co., N. Y. liannah m. Cooper 
Snyder and lives in Moravia, N. Y., aged about 82. Mr. Snyder is dead. 
Kate m. Amos Miller, moved to Saline ii 1837, where 1>oth died. Jerusha m. 
Austin Convurs, of Saline; both are dead. The four sons, Phineas, William, 
Moses and Horace are farmers — all living in Clinton, Lenawee Co., Mich.) 

I^etter from Pea. David Lyon (see pages 295 and 370) and wife, of Ash- 
iield, to Dea. David Ellis and wife (see pages 8G and 88), of Springfield, Erie 
Co., Penn. Mrs. Lyon and ^Irs. JCllis were sisters. 

A8UFIBLD, Mam., June 8th, 1824. 
Brlovxd Buotiikr and Sisi'Br: These lines are to inform you that 
through a merciful God I and my family are enjoying a measure of health, 
thanks to His name, and hoping these lines may find you and yours enjoying 
health and prosperity. As to particular news, I have nothing worthy of re- 
mark. It is a general time of health in this place, although there has been 
several deaths. Abraham Jones and daughter died a few weeks past; Dr. 
Clark's wife. Col. Banister, and a number of others. As respects religion, it is 
now much as it was when you left these parts. I understand she, that was 
Chloe Drake, now Zenos Field's wife, has of late experienced religion. I hope 
she will follow on to know the Lord. Oh, brother and sister, pray for us in 
this ])lace that the Lord would visit us in mercy. Almorean Hay ward came 
here the fore part of December. Ho stayed about a fortnight. His health 
improved much whilo he was here. I received a letter from brother Hayward 
last March; they were all well. We heard from Norwich lost winter; they 
are all well there. We heard from Hawley; Brother Brackett's folks were 
well. List week brother Cobb's family were all well as common. Please to 
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wriU me 1>y Joiu^than Ta^-lor [see 182], the bearer of ibis letter. He can. tell 
you much more than I can write. Xo more at present. 

Wo remain your fricmls in love, 

DAVID LYON. 
HKTSKY lAOX. 
To Dea. Davi«l Kllis, SprinirfieKl, Pa. 

TiCttur frum .Mrti. and Mr. lUmahas Amiable to Mr. and ^Irs. Dimiuk ami 
J.ieut. John and Molly £1U8, of Aah6eld, written in 1S'20, after they reached 
their new home. in the extreme southwestern part of Indiana: 

My I^viNCi SisTKR, Brother, Uxcle akd Aunt Ellis: 

My neglect of duty to you unto the present, has been owing to much care 
and a disiMsition to have a fair opportunity to judge of the health of the 
country. Troceediug, 1 inform you that we took water at Olcan, N. Y., on 
the Allegheny river, Mch. 2S; 1S19, and landed the 23d of April at Mount Ver- 
non, on the Ohio nver, a di«t:iiice of more than twelve hundred miles by 
water. Four miles from this place I found my children on a pleasant and 
icood piece of land, entered for me. After the fatigue of the journey was over . 
with us. ^lyself and family have spent a year in animating hopes of prosper- i 
ity; the country being by far the best, in my opinion, that tlie good Lord ever | 
maile. We are now, and have for the most part of the time, enjoyed a far ' 
better state of health than ever before in the course of our lives. We have 
had only one 6v« dollar doctor's charge, and that was for setting a broken leg 
of David's, uiy little Iwiy, occasioned by his improving the uncomuiou snow of 
six inches deep in sliding down hill. 

Wheat, in common, is worth sc%'onty-fiyo cents \ter bushel; corn, Hfty in 
the spring season, but twenty-five in the field. Mast, or shack pork, is worth 
from three to four dollars per hundred, and is raiseil in vast quantities. Com- 
uion farmers have for stock from fifty to one and two hundred hoys, the best 
article of trade in this country. 

We have about twenty acres of new land that 1 expect to plant. I have 
fifteen acros of good looking wheat on the ground, and have Kowcd three or 
four acres of oats, tlax and barley. The com of this couutr)' makes better' : 
bread than corn in your country, and likewise wheat, as it never Muiuts; but , 
from the lout; season of hot weather, after harvest, it is liablo to breed the : 
weavel, as the peas do bugs in your country, which atlects the taMte of the , 
wheat bread. I have reason to hope that of all kinds of grain, with a com- j 
mon blessing, to raise twelve hundred bushels the present season. We expect I 
to reap our wheat by the middle of June; it is full in the milk; looks tlie l>est ' 
I ever saw. 

I>ear .Sister and Brother, by this time you begin to think that M'e do not 
oaro to write to let you know how wo do. Surely, dear sister, the Ion;; absence, 
neither tlie great distance which separates us from each other, can ever erase 
you from my memory. I often wish Dimick and Polly here, were but it ui*iy 
be that you would not like it hero as I do. I am well suited with the country, 
but the ways and maimers of the people are not so agreeable as they were in 
New KngLind or York State, although they are friendly to mo and my f.amily. 
The place is very beautiful; tliero are peaches in abundance; apples do well 
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her^ One of our neighbor! gathered one hundred buahcla of applet from 
twenty-five treea, only eleven yeara from the aeed. We have a nuraery of two 
thouaaiid apple treea. We have thirty grafta that we brought with ua from 
our old orchard. We have pear, cherry and plum troca— red and damaon — 
quinces, currants and grai^ea. Kvory thing looks well. We live on a hig 
roail. Klccta livca about a quarter of a mile from us. Nancy, on the aanie 
rua<l, a half-mile. Klccta haa a babe one week old, and Naucy haa one four 
mouths' old. Sanmcl lives at Kvausvillo, about twenty milea from hero; he 
keeps school; he has been sick, but is regaining his health. The rest of the 
family never enjoyed each good health as they have since we have been here. 
As to my own part, I have been so unreconciled to leaving friends and rela- 
tions, together with hard faro and inconveniences, that it has taken off my 
tiesh more than any tit of sickness that ever I hud. In about ten months I 
lost forty-four pounds of flesh. The reason of hard fare was not because i)ro- 
visions were not raised, but they had been sent down the river to Orleans for 
market. We were put to to got meat, but we got enough bread. The inhabi- 
tants are a singular ]M!oplo; thuir living is chiefly com bread and bacon. They 
raise but little sauce, if any; if they have auy flour they know not how to use 
it as our country people do; they use it without raiaiug it J expect you want 
to know more than I can think to write. I agreed to write my journal, but it 
would he quite a volume, so I will give it to you in short terms: Such trials 
and frights 1 never experienced in my life as 1 did coming dou'n the Allegheny 
river. I could not take any food only when we landed at night so long as we 
were on the Allegheny river, but this w« i all by reason of inexperienced hands. 
There M'aa aboard of our boat no one that kuuw anything abcmt the water, but 
thanks be to liod, we were all landetl safe. The whole family is well plcasetl 
with the country. Your brother aets ten yeara younger than ever he has 
since I know him. They work as if they hurried; they all live at borne but 
Samuel. The rattlesnakes that were so much dreaded have become very 
scarce. It's now the flrst of May; the wheat is heading out and looks wonder- 
fully M'ell. Some are hoeing their com. My garden seeds are all up and 
growing well. Dethiah wished me to write all that I had to and then write 
for her; her health is as good as it has ever been, considering her age. She 
says I must tell you she is contented and likes this place, but feels anxious to 
hear from you and your children. She sends her love to uncle and aunt and 
aU their children. Wo wish you to write as quick as yon can. We want to 
hear from you all. Give my love both to friends and relations. 1 remain, 

Your affectionate sister, 

KUTH ANNABLE. 

Huth, being a little unweU, closes, leaving room for a few lines, charging 
me to write her love to Hannah Hale. 

Direct your letter to Mount Vernon Postoffice, Posey County, Indiana. 

It is now the 'JvSth of May. We are all iu good health. Perhaps you wish 
to know something more concerning BcUiiah; although we have fared hard 
the season past, she never has appeared to be sorry she came with us. I have 
asked if she was not sorry; she would always say, No; could not have con- 
tented herself from the children. She seldom sheds tears, but she mourns the 
loss of her mother. 
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It it now July 12th that I have come to finish my letter. As to religion in 
this quarter, the Sectarians are numerous, hut luke-waminess greatly prevails. 
I still believe in *Apollion's coming from his place of perdition, Saint Helena. 

BAUNABAS ANNABLK. 

P. S.— Give my love to all; hoping these lines will Hnil you well, with 
all iii4uiring friciicU of my olil acquaintances, paper and time fails nio. B. A. 

Krcim Dca. Ebcnczer Smith [42] to his cousin, Dca Dimick Kllis, of Ash- 
fiuld. (Kbenexer Smith's mother. Remember (Ellis) Smith and Dimick KUis's 
father, Lieut. John, were sister and brother.) 

Chautauqua, N. Y., Feb. 10, 1820. 
Most RRsrRcTKD anu Dear Friend: 

Through the goodness of God I am enabled to take my pen in hand to 
write to one whom I sincerely respect and long to converse with, but as I am 
somewhat troubled with rheumatic complaint, I must convey my desire in 
writin;;. My family enjoys good health, and I lio|>e this will lind yours with 
the Hanie blcMsiiig. Tliu licaror of this letter will infunii yon of matters of 
news better than I can. 

I understand that my affairs at Ashfield are very precarious, which causes 
roe to write you. I sent letters to brother Gad Elmer, in August, desirinc; 
liim to get security by a mortgage, or some other way as he should think 
proi)er, on some notes due me. I conclude that he never received them, and 
now I must desire one in whom I can put the greatest trust and confidence, 
to aceept of iiiy rer)uest. I have two notes against Ebcncxor A , one 
of $400, and another of $351, and some other money to bo paid by Mr. Mal- 
lory. The $400 note was out, I think, a year ago last May. Tho other is 
oat, I think, next May. I cannot travel as well as my son, and I send him 
to Ash field. I wish the debts to be secured, if possible, and I send you tho 
power of attorney in case there is need of it. * * I shall leave it entirely 
with yon to act yonr judgment, as you are acquainted with Mr. A*s circum* 
stances, and as you are one of the selectmen, and have lately l>cen called 
upon to ]>rize brother Gad Elmer's estate, near him. 1 do not wish to hunt 

- < 

*Mr. Annablc regarded Napoleon Donsparie as tho Ai*oluon predicted iu lieTclaiions 
IX, 11. He was a rery ploas man and a devoted stedent of the bible. About 1812 he wrote 
and printed a book, io which he presented acrlptu re texts nud prophecies, which couTinccd 
him tliat the ** end of the world '* was near. He belioTed that he had solved the meaning of 
all those texts referring to "goldca candlesticks,'* *' seven seals,** ** falling stars,** ** belt oniless 
pit,'* **li>n hornff," etc., etc. Hl« ardor and sincerity is evident, from the fact that he in* 
vetted most of his proiK*rty In this work. But he failed, as all religious enthusiasts, before 
and since his time, have and tver wiflt who atte • pt to predict or explain natural events 
from the literal sense of t be bible. The world, or glolie, on which we livs, is tquhJ, and has 
no "emr, and will conttnue for millions of years in the future, as it has for ages pa«t. The 
"eomingoftlieLor(l*'is evidently to individuals, spiritually, "like a thief in the night,** 
in which " one is taken and another left," and Iji not attended with any worldly change or 
•commotion of Nature. As the first Christ Uin era had been inaugurutcd nearly three hun- 
dred years before it was recognised, 80» probably, we will be two or three centuries into the 
New Jerusalem before the world at large is aware of It. The ** second advent,** In the man* 
ner generally looked for, is on« of the most enormous follies which pious, but deludoo roan 
lias ever Invented. Ii wouUl scera as if ISOO yean of continual diappolotment would sutllce 
to cure hlin of it. 
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any man, but 1 think it right that I should have my just due. * * Could 
I tec you, and yonr family, and your parents, one hour, it would be of such 
satisfaction that it is not possible for me to dissemble, but 1 hope through the 
tender mercies of God. that we shall yet see each other face to face. * * 
There has been considerable of an awakening in these parts. Last Sunday 
Elder Wilson baptia&od nine persons. 

I will satisfy you for whatever trouble you are at on my account. 

Very truly yours, 

EBEN'R SMITH. Ju. 

From Dr. David Annablc, to his brother-in-law, Dimick Ellis. See p. 3G8. 

Sempjioniiw, N. Y., April 7, 1824. 

Deaf. Brotuer : It has been a few days since I received your letter. I 
was at that time unable to write. I have now so far recovered as to be able to 
do some business. My complaint was vertigo, or dizziness in the head; objects 
appeared to turn around. The vertigo continued nntil I was bled largely, 
three pints from my arm and three pints from tlie temporal arteries. I am at 
present recovering slowly, but my head does not feel well, and i think there 
is danger of another attack and that it will be likely to terminate in appo- 
]ilexy or ]>alsy. But I mean to be as prudent as I can well be, but it is hard 
to govern my appetite, acrecable to the dictates of my judgment, as that is 
very keen. I was very glad to receive your letter. J have received a letter 
from Samuel Annablc, [his nephew] in Indiana. Me informs me that our 
friends there arc well, and doing well in .hat country. He said lie had just 
returned from a tour of service in the legislature. He says the legislature 
are for Adams for President. He remains a bachelor. My family are well. 
Whiting was again elected constable. * * It is a healthy time here, but \ 
thei'C arc many sudden deaths. I never saw the time before when death J 
seemed so near as it does now. I am in some hope of completely recovering i 
and enjoying my usual health, which hope, I suppoae, generally continues to 
the end of life. All our friends are M'ell in this (juarter. J t is cold weather ' 
here now, but some people are plowing. 

Our two daugbtofe^ Lucy and Welthyann, think of engaging in ichool 
teaching. J have not seen your brother [John, CS] since you left here. My 
wife and children were very much gratified M'ith your visit and send their 
best respects to you and your family. I hope you will write again soon. I 
shall want more than ever to hear from you. 

Your afTectionate brother, 

DAVID ANNABLE, 

Letter from Elder Barnabas Annable to his relatives in Ash field. 

Mount Verxon, Ind., Oct. 11, 1825. 

Deau Broth EJi and Sister, Dimick and Pollv Ellim: With my uncle 
and aunt, if in the land of the living. Although it is a long time since I have 
written to yon, yet 1 have often thought of you with duo alTection. Not hav- 
ing much news to write, my neglect Las been great. Two years ago my sou 
Enos died in his one and twentieth year, at a time when I was very low my* 
•elf with the fever and ague» This year, in July, our sister Bethiah dtetl after 
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lingoriu;; a few months with consumption. Samuel is apparently recovering 
from a liver complaint that has alllictcil him nearly a year. The rest of us are 
now in tolerahle hualt]i, God bo thanked. We are in a country abounding 
with plcnteousncss of provisions, and a land delightsome to till, and our fruit 
trees begin to bear, so we shonld be happy if we were bnt well on it for relig- 
ion, which at this time is at a low ebb, yet we despair not. I recollect you 
wished mo to write concerning the «>rice of Congress lands. The price is one 
dollar and a quarter ])er acre paid down, and there is a considerable wild land 
in this county not bought up. 

The season here has been the dr>*est perhaps ever known here, but our 
land bears the drouglit exceedingly well. 

The topic of conversation here in these days is Mr. Robert Owen's Social 
System,** now going into o])eration about twelve miles from this place. Pcr- 
hai.>s you may have formed some idea of the system by reading his speeches to 
Congress last March, that is, if yon have had them in your pai)er8. There is 
a (locking to his standard of rich and poor from all parts of the United States 
und many from Kuropc. I have been out to see them; went through the rota- 
tiotis of their schools, of about one hundred and fifty scholars, and looked at 
the laboriousuess of teachers who were not allowed to chastise them, and 1 like- 
wise visited the Committe Room and made rather a favorable estimate of their 
community, to which the best enlightened part of the western world or States 
arc raiiidly becoming converted. We have a vcr>' favorable site in this neigh- 
borhood. If Wtt can obtain it, I think M'e shall soon go into operation, and as 
it is but a few miles from the Ohio river it will he favorable for emigration. 
Shitnld you, or anybiHly else, become converted, please direct them (o Posey 
County, Indiana. From the landing at Mount Vernon to Mr. Owen's New 
Jerusalem, so called, to be completed in three or four years, is but fourteen 
miles from the Ohio river. Perhaps you ' may come to see, as you can come 
eleven hundred miles by the way of the Ohio river. The projected institution 
is not a patent right one, if it M-as yuur State would doubtless go into it. The 
range of buildings for dwellings are to be cm fonr lines of seventy rods; the space 
way in the middle to bo for play-grounds— except a few public buildings. On 
this space all tho male scholars ire learned to march and perform some mili- 
tary evulutions. I fere note. Mr. Owen says, *'Thataswani come through 
delirium, it is therefore necessary for the enlightened to learn to defend them- 
selves when nations become crszy." However, he is sanguine in the opinion 
that the nation will receive the light which surrounding circumstances lead 
him in the way of, .ind when they do, wars will cease. As for religion, his 

* Robort Owen, a toi-ial reroriiier,vAa boru la North Walesi In 1771. Htidlcil In 18r»8. 
He married a«laiighlcr uf l>avid Dale, of Glasgow, Srolland. In 1S23 he cniuu (u (he I'liUetl 
."^taifs and bought 20,000 scret of Isod ut New Uaruionf , Indlaoa, on th« Wabash river, 
where he started a i-oiiiiiiuni^tlc ichciue whicU raa quite novel and popular for a time, but 
»oon falletl. In 1S28 he tried tlie aanie sjitem in Mexico, bf invitation of the gOTernnicnt 
of that countrj. but thi» al«o failed. Ilis snu, Kobort Dale Owen. Itorn in Glasgow in 1801, 
lived at New ilanuouy for a long time, and was a nicmltcr or Congress from that dii«trii't in 
ISiato 1SI7. Ho was n rcudjr writer and publlshetl niauy pnmphlcu and books, iho luott 
noted one was a !»pirituali«tiG work cilled **Tbc Debatable Laud." His brutlier, David 
Dale Owen, torn 1K07, died in New Harmony in 16G0. He was a noted geologist and em- 
ployed by the goreruinent in 1837 to make a geological suivey of lova, Minnesota and 
Wisconsin. 
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*wonhip*hoaao doors are open for all denomiDations, Brahmins, Mohammedans, 
or even Deists not excepted. He urges, in the most vehement manner, the 
necessity of charity, and tints shames the Christian world. His love for man- 
kind is apiKireiitly groat, although taken to l)oa Deist. As bis painplilcts will ho 
scattitrv«l tlirt»u};h the country, you may soon know more about hiiu and his 
institution; mi »r this no utoru nt iirumint. 

iSrothor and HtHtur: I liavu not heard from you for live long yeani. l>o 
writo me soon, paidouing my long neglect in writing to you. Jhith often 
si^eaks of Polly with great feelings of hesrt. May they one day meet where 
tears will be no more. 

(.live our love to all of our friends and acquaintances who may not have 
forgotten us. Onr children would be remembered to you and your children. 
Kaucy and her husband are calculating in a few months to join the New Har- 
monian Community, of which 1 have written. I was drawing to a close, but 
as it is long since I have written you doubtless will read with patience what 
the present quarter sheet will contain, whether of more or less importance. 

I have latterly attached myself to a )>eople in this quarter, known by the 
name of Christian Body, who take the bible, as it stands, for a rule of faith 
and practice, discarding all other disciplines, creeds and confessions of faith pre- 
tended to be drawn from it. They are Unitarians in general, at least of one 
kind. I therefore preach more constantly than when in an independent state. 

PerhajM you would know as to the produgtions of our country. Wo raise 
cotton for our own use, and the last two seasons as good crops of ilax as over 
in MaasachusettH, and if the frost should hold off, as we expect it, two weeks 
longer, wu shall raisu something better than four hundred huMhils of Irish 
|K>tatoes, which are a good article for Orleans market We have likewise a 
good crop of sweet potatoes. The wheat in this country is generally good for 
some months, when it is affected by the weavel and sometimes wholly de- 
voured, unless kept in some cold state by threshing it out and putting it in 
underground rooms or immediately Jlonring it. Wheat is worth fifty cents, 
corn commonly twenty- five cents per bushel. 

The inhabitants may be said to be from the four winds or quarters of the 
worlc^ but we insensibly shape to each other's manners, and the God of peace 
is helping us to love one another. Finally, everythmg considered, I think we 
are in a very good portion of the country for beauty, fertility and accommoda- 
tions as to market, as the steamboat business is increasing and carried on 
reasonably, which is a dollar and a quarter per hundred, and often less. So I 
can freely invite those who are of an emigrating spirit to inquire for Mount 
Vernon, Posey County, Indiana, which is four miles from my cabin, in the 
township of Black. 

I am, with all due respects, yours, 

BARNABAS ANNABL£. 

Letter from ICldcr Barnabas Annsble to Dcs. Diroick Ellis, of Ashficld, 
in reply to one announcing the death of his wife, Mrs. Polly Annable Kllis. 

See page IIG. 

Black Township, Posey Co., Ikd., June 17, 1820. 
Dear Brother : 1 received your letter the SOth of May, stating the tor- 
•rowful news of the desth of my sister. It is a great consolation to me to 
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cxpftct that after her many painful hours in a short life she chanr^ed worlds 
for a glorious resting place in heaven, where, I hope, it will he the anxious 
care of us all who survive, so to live as that we may meet in the psiradise of 
our (flod when our time on earth shall he out. ^^y your letter my undo and 
aunt are yet alive; may their last days be their best da^'s, by reason of a 
rudoiildot] lift; ol IioliiirNM. My niHiitr's cliililrcii I Mliould bo ^hid to noi; in IhiN 
lifo, but caiiiiot t:x|tci*t lo. 1 Iiopu tlioir Tond nioUiur may be puriiiilli'il to 
have a jfu.-irdiau ani^d's charge of thcni, ut lea»t to lead in visions of the ni^ht, 
convincing them when they awake of the great propriety of remembering 
their Creator in tlie days of their youth. 

Brother, the inllucnza has been severe the winter past with my family, 
yet, through mercy uuexi)cctedly, we are all alive till the present. It airected 
all in the family but myself. I was taken about the first of March with a 
complaint that 1 had been accustomed to in ^'ork State, called dry colic, 
operating in the bowels like the /{out pains in the limbs. For about a month 
1 did not oxx)cct to get well, and have not been able to work until two or 
three weeks past, and although 1 have sufFereil greatly by the complaint a 
nun)ber of years by spells, at present I have uo symptoms of it, (tod be 
praise<l ! 

Tho season of the year has been highly favorable for cro^^. You doubt- 
leu would wish to know how I like the country by this time. 1 know no 
reason why I should dislike it, for it is feasible, there being no stoue, ami it 
is very fertile. The only reason why pioilucc is low in this country is, and 
over will hv, the great abuii<lance of it raised, for steamboat charges are but 
from tfuvunty live cents to one dollar pur hundrud for freight from New Urlcaiiy 
to this place. 

My wife would have written, but her nerves have failed for several years, 
so that she has excused herself from waiting to any of her friemis, but wishes 
to be remembered with the rest of our family to you and yours that may be 
yet living, and .Hannah Lincoln, together with all who may remember lu. 1 
expect you would wish to have the paper lilled out, and am at a loss to know 
what news mi>;ht entertain you. The Owen System, of which I wrote last, 
is still progressing, and but for the /)ld corrupt doctrine of man's not bein;; 
blamable or praiseworthy, he being a creature of circumstances, being con- 
nected with it, I could wish it great success. The first, or old conimimityp 
like a beehive, has swarmed twice this season, and others are forming upon 
the same plan, except doctrines. 

Mr. Owen professes great love for the iK>or of mankind, and sacritices 
great pains, or gives himself to great laboriousness for his people, yet is pru* 
dent with his money or fortune. With me, he is a paradox, as iu some of his 
written addresses there is language so arranged as to answer tho description 
of St. Paul's man of sin, mentioned in Paul's second epistle to the Thes- 
salonians, and second chapter. He has about as much to say about Jesus 
Christ .OS Mahomed had, but applies those Scriptures which the prophets 
wrote of Christ, to himself. I read his newspaper weekly. • Ho has capable 
writers. His papers are quite entertaining, and there is something api>er« 
tainin^ to his system to be found in almost all his newspapers. I think his sys- 
tem will revolutionize Europe before it will America, therefore, it will be a 
longtime beforo I may expect to see you here on a pilgrimage visit, as the Mahom* 
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edana to Mecca or Medina; yet 1 hope as long as we all live that I shall have 
the prayers of all my relations and friends that we may steer our course so as 
to meet with approbation in heaven at last to solace our sifuls in seas of heav- 
enly 111 188. 

1 remain your faithful brother, 

BAUNABAS ANNABLE. 

SKMrnoNius, N. Y., July 29, 1827. 

Dkai: U.nci.k: This Utter is to inform you that AkcI Ellis' [209] wife 
died one day after Independence, and her child a week Ixsfore. This was a 
groat loss to all her acquaintances, and especially to AkoI, who api>ears to 
mourn aljove measure in parting from his family. Her illness was short, being 
a little over a week, and previously she openly manifested her reconciliation 
to (i'inI. All the ]>owers of men eouhl not make hor to live, I HUpiNme. f 
atteude«l the funeral; the bermoa on the occasion was by dominie JSevruw. 

I think your hind may be sold for ten dollars per acre, one* half ready 
pay. There was such a chance a while a<^o; probably a fair price as lands 
around about it are selling. We have hcanl of the extraordinary casualty on 
Ashficld ]>oud [page 295.] It was a great shock to us all. We want to hear 
the particulars. V^e are hoping and expecting yon to visit us in Sempronius 
next fall or winter. 
To Dimick KUis, Ashiield. CYRILS KLfJS. 

Memorandum of a trip in 1828, by Dca. Dimick Ellis, from Ashiield to 
Sempronius, N. Y., and return. 

AsiiKiKLn, Jan. 2, 182S. 

At three o'clock in the afternoon took the stage for Sempronius, New 
York, arrived at Smith's Tavern, in Cheshire, in the evening, and started from 
there at two o'clock in the morning. Arrived at Troy in the afternoon. 
Crossed the Hudson Kiver on the ice, on foot, and arrived at Albany the 
same night, and put up at Milliken's Inn for the night, and paid four dollars 
for a passa^^e in the stage to Utica. Left Albany at ten o'clock the next day 
for Utica; arrived there at teven o'clock the next morning, and went from 
there to New Hartford. The Gth, set out in the stage for Marcellus Village; 
arrived there the 7th, at one o'clock in the morning. Found the traveling 
very bud, snow all gone, and the frost all out of the ground. Visited Benja- 
min Khoades. The 8th, left Mr. Bhoades and went to Auburn. The 0th, left 
Auburn and travelled to Sempronius on foot, and found my friends in health; 
and went from Sempronius to Mcntz and visited Lieut. Edward Anuable and 
wife. Saw them at their daughter's, Mrs. Wheaton. [See page 94. J From 
there went to Sennet and visited KIderTwiss and family. | l*ago94.] Keturncd 
to Auburn and went into the State Prison. Saw the prisoners at work, in 
their diflcrent departments, numbering five hundred and thirty one males and 
seventeen females, and returned a|;ain to Sempronius. February, the 21st, 
left Sempronius and came to Mr. Khoades, in Marcellus. The 22d, took the 
stage at MarccUns Village for Now Hartfoitl; found the travelling vary bad, 
and arrived at New Hartford the 23d; at four o'clock P. M. left New llartfonl 
for Paris, and stayed at Daniel Lanterman's Uie 24th. O'he 25th, left Paris 
and took the stage at Utica for Albany. Arrived at Albany the 2tith at five 
o'clock, P. M. The 27th, left Albany for Pittstown; arrived there in the 
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afternoon ami stayed over night at my son's, Hichard Kllis. Tbe 28tb, left 
Pictstowii and arrived at North Adams. The 29th, left Adams in tbe stage 
and crossed Jfoosack Mountain, found tlie traveling very bad; arriv*cd at 
Oharleniout in tbe evening. March 1st, left Charloniont and arrived at home 
at five o'clock 1\ M., and found my family all well. 

letters from Thomas Lincoln, of Springville, Erie Co., N. V., to his 
uncle, Dca. Dimick Kllis, and his younf^est sister, Annie, of AshKeld. Mr. 
IJiicolii*H mother, .lane EIHm, was a sister of Dva. Kllis, and when she sud- 
denly died in 181*2, in western New York, the latter went there and took two 
of tlje children, Thomas and Annie, to his home in Ashtield. In 1825 young 
'J'homaa, not l»eing pleased with his prospects in that rather forbidding coun- 
try, somewhat unceremoniously, it is said, dc)>arted. Sou pages 107 to 1 10. 

SruiNuviLLK, N. v., Sept. 10, IsrU. 
1>KAR I'Nn.E: Once more, by the leave of Divine ProviJence, 1 take 
my pen in hand to inform your honor of my present situation. I am in pretty 
good health, and hope this will find you and my friends in Ashfield cnjoyinj; 
the same. I am still a single man and living in the village of Springville. I 
make my home at a public house where I have lived for ahout two years. I 
give $1.75 per week for my boartl, and the proprietor is a great friend of mine. 
But this is not living much as when I lived with you. Ob, what a kind parent 
you was, and 3'ou have done all for me that a parent coidd for his own chil- 
dren, but I cannot express my feelings on this paper as I would if- 1 could 
come and see you. I work at my trade, and work by the job. I have just 
comniunucd to buihl a mooting- house which will take me until next spring to 
complete it. Give my respects to your children and all who inquire for me. 
When I look back u^ion the days I spent with you and your children, it seems 
but a few weeks ago. Time rolls swiftly on. Please write as soon as you 
get my letter. 

THOMAS LINCOLN. 

P. S.— Please convey th*se few lines to my sister. Dear sister: I long j 
to see you very much and all my relatives. If I have my health I will come 
and see you within one year. I have been sick some, and have had many 
troubles and trials. * • * Write as soon as yon can, and give 

my resx>ects to all. T. L. j 

I 
I 

SrRi.voviLL*, N. Y., Jan. 12. 1S:«. 
Dear Sister: I have written to uncle Dimick several times, and have 
addrcs9cil a few linvs to you in osich of them, and have not had but luu* lottor 
from you and one from' him. Eight years have passed and gone since 1 left 
your town, dear sister. Do you remember the List time I saw you I told you 
that 1 KluMild not see you again in one year. You did not seem to believe it, , 
but the year has conte and gone and gone again, and the hour of meeting h.as 
not yet come, and perhaps it never will whilst we live on earth. ♦ ♦ • 
I )uar sister, 1 cannot givu any encouragonient as to when I can conic to see 
you, as my business is such that I cannot leave at present, I have taken 
another meeting-house to build, and have to finish it by the first day of 
August next. I hoi)e these few lines will find you well and enjoying the 
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sweet comforts of life, and that you may receive tbem as a token of friend* 
•hip. I am still a single man. Giye my respects to unole Ashcr's folks and 
Jane, and all others of my cousins, and all who ever knew me. 

Yours with respect, 

THOMAS UXCOLK. 

P. S.— A few lines to my nnclo Diinick JOIlis. Dunr sir: 1 havu written 
one or two letters to yon and got no answer. I hope you have not forgotten 
me, and especially when you call your little family around you to offer up 
your prayers to Almighty God. I am not a professor of religion, but I am a 
M'cU- wisher of the canso and help to su]>port the Gospel here. Last spring 
thero was a protracted meeting here for 18 days, and a great reformation fol- 
lowed. « « • Donr uncle, while you are reading these lines over 
think of tho days that have passed and ^'ono when I was one in your family, 
and whether you did your duty or not in oi]erin;( your prayors for mo. 1 can say 
for one that I do think you did, and that you gave your best advice to mo. 
But I was young then, and did not always know what was best. I shall not 
be able to come and see yon till next fall. • • • j h^vQ i^uji^ q^^ 
a shop and got a good stock of tools. I send my warmest love and best 
respects to you and your family, and to all who ever knew me. Please send 
me a letter as soon as you receive this, with all the deaths, marriages, etc. 

Yours with much respect, 

THOMAS LINCOLN. 

From Fernando C. Annable. youngest child of Lieut. Kdward Annable, to 
Dea. Pimick KUis, of AshHeld. See pages 90 and 390. Mr. Annable settled in 
Almena, Mich., one year after the data of this letter, where he died in ISSG. 

MtNTZ, Cayuga Co., N. Y., June 24, 18.')5. 
HiouLY REHrrxfreD Unclk: Through the kindness of 3ilr. Cyrns Alden, 
who condescends to be the bearer of this letter, I have an opportunity of writ- 
ing to you. The most important news which I have to communicate is the 
death of my mother. She died on the first of February of an inflammatory 
complaint which was quite prevalent through this country last winter, and 
generally fatal to old people. The first alarming symptom of her disease was | 
a severe ague chill nine days before her death, and when the chill subsided the I 
succeeding fever deprived her of her senses, and she remained delirious except i 
at short inter\'als, during the remainder of her sickness. Her sufferings were < 
rather more than is generally ezperieneed by old people in their last illness. Her 
hope in the Redeemer of souls was unusually lively, and at intervals of sanity 
was always expressed. Father lives in Marcellus, enjoying good health, but 
has lost almost all his faculties. I have recently heanl from Anna and that 
she is in a dangerous situation as to health, with small prospects of recovery. 
The rest of the friends are well» as far as I know. I have commenced keeping 
house in the neighborhood in which I was brought up, and have postponed 
my intended removal to Michigan for the present. Betsey's health has been 
very discouraging most of the time since we were at Ashfield —the cause of my 
settling here — but is something more encouraging now. Let me hope, sir, 
that the opportunity may yet occur when I shall have the pleasure of seeing 
you here, when I shall have a better opportunity of expressing my feelings 
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towards you for the kind reception you gave me when I was in Ashfield. 1 
perceive, as I am more and more deprived of tlie society of my parents, my 
aflectioDR increase towards those with whom they were familiar and esteemed. 
The evening is far S]»cnt, and I Uuliovc that 1 have commttuicatctl the news of 
imi>ortance. 1 M'ish you to give my rcs|>ects to aunt and each niemher of your 
family, nnd U^liuvu uw. 

Your obctlicnt servant, 

F. C. ANNABLE. 
From Samuel Annalde, son of Darnabas, to Dea. Dimick Ellis, of Ashfield. 

YANKKi:SirrTLEMKNT, PoSEY CoUNTY, InD., DcC, 15, 1S31). 

Dkak Unci.e: A»(recable to brother KHsha Phillips' wish, I chriirfully 
und«^rtaku to anttwor your letter to hiiu, bearing date Scptomlwr Mlh, and 
would have written sooner, hut at the date of your letter 1 was on an oxpctli- 
tiou to Iowa, Wisconsin and the northern . part of Illinois, under Mr. David 
Dale Owen, who was employed by the government as principal agent to ex- 
plore those regions for the purpose of ascertaining the localities of the mineral 
lands, fiom which expedition I have but just returned. It affords me great 
satisfaction to see a letter from under your hand. I have often thought of 
yon in connection with the scenes of my childhood, and thought it would 
afford me great satisfaction to pay a visit to the place of my nativity, and to 
my esteemed uncle, but I am afraid that circumstances will never favor such 
an undertaking. I have often thought about writing, but the uncertainty of 
your lieing in the land of the liviup would deter me. It appears by your let- 
ter that you have never been fully informed with regard to the mortality in 
my father's family, and 1 am now unable to give you the preoise date, having 
had a house burned in which the records were consumed, and I am not able 
to recollect them. 

It was eleven years ago last summer that an unusual fever for this coun- 
try broke out in our family in the month of June. My mother was the first 
who fell a victim to it, sister Nancy next, then brother David and Bromley, 
then sisters Eliza and Khoda— all in the spftce of six weeks. I had the same 
fuvur, but through the mercy of God, recovered after a long and severe illness. 
Three others of the family had it and recovered. It was confined principally 
to cur family, but few of our neighbors having it. As to the cause, there was 
a diversity (»f opinion. Some thought the disease was brought from New 
Orleans in some articles of clothing which my brother Bartlet (who had been 
trading down the river the winter previous) had brought with him. Various 
other causes were assigned. Suffice it to say, it was a very unusual occurrence 
for this country, and you may be sure a very trying season. 

]^Iy father died the ninth of May, lS3d, after suffering for something more 
than a year with pulmonary consumption. My brother David died in October 
1830 of bilious fever. Brother Bartlet has gone to Texas. I have had no 
letter from him since last winter. He was much pleased with the country, 
had obtaineil 2,750 acres of land, was unmarried. This is about all the infor- 
nmtion 1 could get from him. [See pngo 307]. I have but one brother left in 
the country. That is Kussel, the youngest. He is a youn« man, about 
twenty-three, rather an odd fellow, something like old uncle Thomas Annable. 
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Sister Electa, Klisha PLillipa* wife, is still living; her eldest son and danghter 
are iiiarrie<X and have children. She has four other children living, two sons 
and two daughters. Sister Fanny is married to a man by the name of Wil- 
1>ourn, and has two children, a son and daughter. [See page 3C7]. 1 have 
been married only seven years; have a very agreeable companion; we have 
had but one child, which we lost. My wife's maiden name was Davis. I am 
proprietor of the farm on which father settled; have IGO acres of land, about 
half under good improvement; an orchard of bearing fruit trees; have built 
■me a comfortable framed house and barn, and we are generally blessed with 
plenty of the good things of this world, though we have had to labor under 
considerable embarrassments. 

With regard to religion, I would like to say something, feeling a deep in- 
terest in the cause. There is a great proportion of the population who are 
religious, and a considerable degree of religious excitement prevails at times, 
but the people are so cut up into different denominations and manifest, at 
times, so much of party spirit, as I fear, seriously to affect the prosiMrity of Zion. 
The denominations are Methodists, what are called Regular Baptists, General 
Baptists, Cumberland Presbyterians, a few Congregational is ts, and those who 
style their church by no other name than that of Christian. Of the latter, I, 
my wife, brother £. Phillips and wife, and brother John Wilboum and his 
wife are members. As a religious society, we seem to be every where evil 
spoken of ; by some called heretics, unitarians, Campbell ites, reformers, and 
by some disorganizers, etc. But we wish to take the bible for the man of our 
counsel, and trust in God that if we live agreeable to its dictate it will go well 
with us; without so doing, wu fcvl asvurud that it would go ill with \\\ no 
matter to what church we may have attached ourselves. 

I would remark, in relation to health, that it is a general time of gooit 
health in this section of country, though it was vcty sickly in parts of the 
country I traveled over in the fall, particnierly Iowa. I had always heard 
Iowa spoken of as a very healthy country, but I think it has been much over- 
rated. Fever, I think, most prevail to a great extent, owing to the swamps 
with which the country abounds. 

I wish you to write and let us know that you have reeeived this. Give 
what information you can about such things as you think most interesting, 
and should we never meet in life, pray God that we have the happiness to 
meet and enjoy each other's society in a happier state of existence. 

Your affectionate nephew, 

SAMUEL ANN ABLE. 



Letter from Dea. iMchard KUis [239] to his brother, Lewis Ellis, of Otiseo 
-—now Beldiug, Mich. 

PiTfSTowy, Ri£NS8tL\SR Co., N. Y., March 2d, 1844. 

Dbar Brother : I take my pen to answer your letter, 1 have delayed 
writing to hoar from AshHeld. Edwin [Ranney] and wife have been to A., 
and ix'tuniud yesterday, lie was married to Miss I«li%a lUitton, January 20. 
[See page .HS8.] We are all well here and father and mother, in A., also. 
Tell Abner Wright and Hiram Green that their friends here are well. [Messm. 
\V. and (■. removcil, in 1S4:1, from Pittstown to Otituo, and settled on farms 
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adjoining Lew-ii and Kichard Ellis.] Kingalay Slado and Miss Martin were 
married January 30; also Michael Wetera and Emeline Gibbt last Tuesday. 
[Mr. and Mrs. W. settled in Otiseo, in 1845, where they now live.] You 
want to know if we are coming to Michi^^an this spring. I will give you a 
direct answer. Wo shall come. We have had a cold winter and the most 
sleighing I ever knew. Abner's brother, Norman, was married to Miss Maria 
Hydom in January. He and Elder Mosher intend to go cut to Michigan in 
the spring. [They both settled in Otiseo the next year.] Job Oibbs, I think, 
will come. He talks of taking a thrashing machine along. It works by horse- 
power, and it is said that with it three hands can thrash one hundred bushels • 
a day. I should have started last fall with John, but could not then get j 
father and mother started. [Dr. John Ellis located in Grand Rapids» Mich., . 
in the fall of 1843.] I have sold my place here and turned myself, so an to 
be ready to go this springs 1 will bring the nails you wrote for. I have had 
built a very stout wagon. I think it will carry one hundred bushels of wheat 
anywhere. Volney Belding is in Ashfield. We expect him here soon. Give 
my respects to all our friends. Wo want to see them all. 

I remain your brother, 

RICHARD ELLIS. 

Letters from Dea. Dimiok Ellis to Cyrus Ellis, of West Niles, X. Y.,- 
near Moravia. 

0TX8C0, Mich., March 9. 1850. 

Dear Nefrvw: I received your letter of 2d of January, and meant to 
have aiiHWorod it lioforo this time. I was much pleased on receiving it, liciu^ 
the lirst information that I had received from you since you left this place. 
Was glad to hear of your safe arrival at your home, and that you found your 
family in health. In regard to my own health, it is very good and lias been, 
witli but little exception, ever since yon left here. M)* wife's health has l>een 
poor.# She has been much troubled with rheumatism. She is more comfort- 
able now. Lewis* health is good; his Mnfe has been sick with the ague and 
fever, but is better now. The rest of the family are well. Richard and fam- 
ily arc well; ho and sous are at work in the pinery; has bought him a span of 
horses and has paid for them in drawing saw mill logs; gave $230 for the 
horses and harness. Tiberius Belding and family are well and doing well. 
Deacon John Shaw [247] and family are well. Stephen Wilson is married 
again; is well and family. The wheat crop last season fell short almost one-half 
of a full crop. Com and potato crops good. Lewis and Richard sowed nearly 
GO acres of wheat last fall; it looked very well in the fall. The winter past has 
been very moderate; snow not over two or three inches deep. I will now 
proceed to write you a copy ef the record of your grandfather Ellis' family,- 
agreeable to your request. * * [See page 10, Xos. 15 and IG]. 

You will perceive by this family record that I am the only surviving per- 
son of your grandfather's family, and, no doubt, before many years are past 
away that I shall go the way of all the earth. Solemn thought; and when T cast 
my thuuithts bnrk to tho yearn of my childhood and youth and middle ago life, 
it fills my mind with solemnity. I can truly say that one generation hath passed 
away and another come, and the generation that 1 belonged to has mostly passed 
away and another hath come. 1 hope that when it shall be ours to die that we 
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thall be propired to meet in another and bettor world, M'here there is no 
sin and, of course, no sorrow. There has been qnite a gold excitement here 
of late. There has been a man [Michael O'Connell] from this place to Cali- 
fornia and rctumctl home the winter past, and brought home something like 
$18,000, and there has been a number of other men start<^d from this place 
of lato for (^ulifurnia. ThoniAN and (.-liandler Uclding ['251 and *jr»n] have l>i*th 
gone. I wiiih you, as soon as convenient after you receive this letter, to 
write to me about your mother's health, and what you know al»out brother 
John Kllis' widow and children, and likewise, what you know about your 
uncle Lincoln's children, and be pleased to receive for yourself and family my 
best wishes. Your aunt sends her rcs^jects to you and family, likewise lx:wis 
and wife send theirs. DIMICK KLLIS. 

Otisoo, >ricir., February lOth, 1S53. 
DxAK KxriiKw: After a long delay I take pen in hand to answer your 
letter of December last, in which you informed me of the death of Hannah 
Lincoln [see page ISO] and of the ill health of Marilla Lincoln. It seems that 
the greatcHt part cf the Lincoln family are dead. There wore ten of them, and 
I believe there are but three or four of tiiem now living, two sons, 'J'lionias 
and Benjamin. Thomas is married, has eight children and lives in Springrille, 
Erie Co., N. Y. Benjamin is now in Otisco, an unfortunate man, forty years 
old; has been out of health five or six years with the rheumatism. \''ou wrote 
that you, together with many others in New York State, were engaged to get 
the Maine litpior law passe«l. I ho|>o you will see it become a law in your 
State, for 1 am well assuro<l that it would ^te a great benefit to the inhabitants 
thereof. There are many people in Michigan engaged in the tem)>erattce 
cause. I have been engaged in that cause twenty-two years past, and feel now 
the same anxiety to see it prosper that I ever have. I have ever considered 
it to be one of the best of causes. I have learned of late that the legislature 
of Michigan has enacted a law similar to the Maine law, and I understand it 
is to be submitted to the people whether it shall become a law or not \t is 
believed that the people will vote in iavor of it. My own health is good. I 
have entered my 77th year. My wife's health it very poor. Lewis and the 
rest of the family are well. Richard and family are well. Tiberius Belding 
and family are welL Jane Shaw and family are well, and it is a very healthy 
time at present in this |>art of the country. Mr. Mosoman, who lived in Ionia, 
and who formerly lived in your town of West Nilos, N. Y., died a few weeks 
past. We have had a very moderate winter so far, had but little snow. 
Wheat sells at Grand lUpids for 75 cents, com at home for 50 cents, oats for 
37i cents. Lewis sowed last fall 37 acres of wheat. He is getting lumber to 
build him a new house. I wish you to write a letter to me as soon as conven- 
' ient after receiving this, more iiarticulars about your family. Have any of 
them settled in the world, and if so, where do they live? And write how your 
mother does [71] and how her children do and where they live, and likewise 
how your uncle John's widow does [C9] and where she lives and what you 
know about her children. Give my respects to your wife and family, and 
like wise'to your mother, and to your aunt Ellis, and to all inquiring friends, 
and be pleased to accept for yourself and family my best regards. 

DIMICK ELLIS. 
To Cyrus Ellis, Esq.- 
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Letter from Rassel Phillips' daughter [nee paj|;c 102] to Dea. Dimick 
KUit, of Otisco, (now i5cl<liii|;) Mich. Her mother, Rhoila ( Williame) Phillips, 
was a niece of Dimick Ellis. Hhoda's mother, Mrs. Hannah Ellis Williams, 
WAS Dimick Ellis' eldest sister. 

U.vciNK, Wis.. March iMth, IH3.1. 

Dkau I'N'ri.K: r»y thn rcr|iioMt uf my ]»ari:iiU ami from the rcinirtiilirancc 
of yuii, I am iii<Iii.*eil to purfurm the a«/rocablu task of writlug to you. Allow 
mc linit to introduce myself as Klizibeth, the yoiin;;est of Uusscl and Khoila 
l*hillips' family. The memory of myscJf has probably passed from ynnrmiiid, 
bnt that of my yarcnts must still remain fresh. You have proliably Insfore 
this heanl of our removal to this State. Wo came liere in the summer of 18-18. 
From that time until last summer my parents made their home with my 
brother John, who lives about a hundred miles from here in a farming place. 
Last summer they removed to this ci^y where they have sinco renmined. 
Siuco my parents* resilience in this State their health h.as been very ^ooiL ^fy 
father has had several attacks of the fever and ague, which has afl'cctoil him 
very much, but mother'^ health has beon better since she came west than it 
wiiN cat^t. 

While I have been writing, your letter has been brought in. It was joy« 
fully received, 1 can assure you. I should liave written ere this had I known 
M'here you lived. And the knowledge that we have obtained came from Mr. 
McDonald: ami now that we know that you are alive and well, and also 
where you live, 1 can finish it with all pleasure, and toll yon about the situa- 
tion of my parents' family. Of the family of eight, they are all still living and 
well. Hannah Philli]»s [see page 102] and hnsband live in the county M'hero 
my brother John lives. They have a family of four. John's wife is unknown 
to yon. He has a family of three. Both John and Flowers are farming, and 
possess very valuable farms apiece. Monroe is married and has one child. 
]Iimsclf and family reside in Lockport, N. Y. He is in the mercantile busi- 
ness. Oalttsha is also married and lives in Rochester, N. Y. Allan and wife 
still remain in Ashtleld, Mass. Mary is married to a Mr. Yout. They reside 
in this city, have a family of three. Sarah is also married to a Mr. Hill; her- 
self and only child arc now staying vriih, me, her hnsband having gone sonth. 
Our family and our families family have not only been blessed with life and 
good health, but prosperity, which, taking all things into consideration, is 
uncommon for so large a family as ours. We are very pleasantly situated in 
this place, and like living here very welL Mother and father send their love 
to yott and would lika to see one and all of you at any time. We would like 
to know about the death of uncle Asher Itolding. I wish you would visit ns, 
uncle Dimick; I remember you very distinctly. I remember you as being a 
large, corpnlent man, with a round, smiling face, hair that was white with 
the frosts of age, snd a stiQ' white beard, which you said was goo<l to make 
childrens' cheeks red; consecjuently, when I was a child yon nse<l to put it to 
the test, and many a time my cheeks have smarted keenly from its brushing. 
Sometime ago we received a letter from uncle Apollos Williams [see page 104], 
stating the death of grandfather and uncle Edward. I aiuwercd it and re- 
ceived in return one from his son, which I enclose, that you may peruse it. 
] 'lease return it when yon write. My love to all. 

Your niece, 

ELIZABETH A. PHILLIPS. 
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Tjottar from Dea. Dimick Ellis, of Otisco, now Beldisg, Mioh., to Cyrut: 
EllU [233]. 

Otisco, Iokia Co., Mich., Jan. 7, 1856. 

Deak Nephew: I now take pon in band to inform you of my present 
health, which is ss ^oocl as it was when I left you last S|>rin;r on my way to 
Massachusetts; likewise, all your friends in this part of Michigan are as well 
as usual I will next proceed to write you about my journey to Massachu- 
setts, and of my safe return home to Michigan. You recollect, no doubts car- 
rying and leaving me and the young man that was with me to the railroad, near 
Benjamin's Khoados. I took the cars and arrived at Springfield, Mass., at 9 
o'clock p. m. The young man left me at Albany. J stayed at Springfield 
over night Next morning I took the cars for Greenfield, then the stage for 
Shelbume Falls; arrived here at about 2 o'clock p. nu I called on Dr. Milo 
Wilson; found him and family well. I stayed at Shelbume several days, then 
went to AshKeld to your uncle Jesse Ranney's; found them comfortable for 
people of their age. I then visited about among old friends. There are but 
few persons living in the school district where I used to live when you lived 
with me. Your uncle Jesse Ranney and family, David Belding and widow 
Perry and one son, I believe, are all that live in the district now. The rest 
have died or have moved away. Surely, one generation passeth away and 
another oometh. There are not so many inhabitants in Ash field now as there 
wore when you lived there. I went to «South Hadley and saw the Mt. Holy- 
oko Female Institution, founded by Miss Iklary Lyon; saw the monument 
raised to her memory by hor pupils. Tlie ins'.itution is in a tlonrishing condi- 
tion. The pupils fre<iuently go to Buckland to sou the place whore she was 
bom. Truly, she was an extraordinary woman, and her name will go down 
to posterity as sueh. Shelbume Falls has become quite a village; there are 
three meeting houses there; one Bdptist, one Congregationalist, and one 
Methodist There is a large knife factory on the Buckland side of the Falls. 
There is a flourishing academy on the Shelbum side, and it has become a 
place of considerable business. Lewis [241] and wife came to Massachusetts 
about the middle of October and stayed until the 3rd day of December, when 
they returned, together with myself, to Michigan. We stopped at Detroit 
and stayed at John's one day and two nights. Found him well and doing 
well. We returned home the 9th day of December all well. I wish you, on 
receiving this letter, to write an answer immediately. Give my respects to 
your mother and to your uncle John's children [68], and receive for 3'onrself 
and family my best wishes for your and their present and future health and 

liappincas. 

From your affectionate uncle. 

To Cyros Ellis, Esq. DIMICK ELLIS. 

Letter from Dr. John Kllis (243) on the death of his brother, Dea. Rich- 
ard Ellis, (239) of Belding, Mich. 

New York Crrv, March 27, 1878. 

Dear NKriiEW: Your telegram came at one o'clock this morning announc- 
ing the death of my dear brother, your father. It was not unexpected, for 
the symptoms you have written of in cases like his denote approaching disso- 
lution of the materia] boily. Allow me to sympatliize and console with you 



Digitized by 



Google 



453 

in this, our aAlictioo. A kind husband, father and grandfather has departed 
and left your little circle; a dear brother from oar older circle; a good citizen, 
an earnest and sincere Christian in the good providence of the Lord has moved 
on and entered the real, the living world, ilis past lifu^useful, earnest and 
truo—is an assurance to us that what is our loss is his js^ain. Ife h:is simply 
gone before us, for death in this world is but birth into the next, for as the 
material body dies, the spiritual body is raised. As the material eyes close on 
friends in this M'orld the spiritual eyes o^Ksn amid friends in the spiritual 
world. ' In a very short tinie^a few years at most~we must all follow him. 
How short is life. 

After receiving your dispatch 1 lay awake tliree or four hours, dwelling 
in thought, amid the days of my childhood, youth and adult life; amid scenes 
of joy and gladness, and sorrow and sadness. Such is life in thin world. I^et 
IIS all strive to do our ilnty faithfully and honestly, trusting in the Lord, for 
His providence is around us ever. May the Lord preserve and keep you in 
this hour of trouble, is my earnest prayer. A little circle of four— one sister 
and three brothers — which has existed from childhood to old age has now 
been broken in this world, to be re-united, ere many years, in the spiritual 
world, for M'e are all advancing step by step, and one by one we shall lay 
aside our mantle of flesh and join our brother. God grant that we who remain 
may strive earnestly to be as well 2>repared to depart as was he who has now 
gone before us. 

Afrectionately yours, 
To C. 1). KI.I.1.H. nuldiiig, Mich. JOHN KMJS. 

Extracts from No. 20, "A'oL 2," of the *' Michigan S&fitinei/* published 
by Edward O. Ellis. See page 165. 

BIICHIOAN SXKTINEL. 

MoKiioB, Micuro^M Tbruitory, \ov. 4, I82(i. 
Monroe on the River Raisin. Published every Saturday, by Edward D. Ellis. 
Terms, $2.50 per annum. 
Sample articles-*" A proclamation by John Quincy Adams, president of 
the United States, by H. Clay, Secretary of State, of a General Convention 
of Friendship, Commerce and Navigation between, the United States of 
America and His Majesty, the King of Denmark. Done at Washington Oct, 4, 
1826.'* 

' Market reporU— Butter, 10 to 15 cents. Wheat, 02 cenU. OaU, 25 
centa. Flour, $3.:^ to $4.00. Pork, 12 to 14 eenU. Salt, ^.50 to $4.75 per 
bbl. Sugar, 10 to 12. Whiskey, 37. Apples, :iS to 50. 

Lewis Cass was governor of the territory. The territory was governed by 
a legislative council appointed for two years. Those from the 9th of March, 
1S2U, were Abraham Edwanis, Harry Connor, Andrew U. Whitney (deceased) 
and Robert Forsytho, from Wayne and Washtenaw; Walcott Lawi-ence, 
Hubert Jjcacroix and I^urcnt Durocher from Monroe and Lenawee; Sidney 
Dole, Wni. K. Mosuly, from Oakland; John Stockton, Wm. A. Uurt, Ma* 
comb; Zephaniah W. Bunce, St. Clair Co.; Robert Irwin, jr., Mackinaw and 
Crawford counties. June 9th, 1826, Gen. Cass inoiie proclamation calling 
together the council for Nov. 2, hS'ili. 
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''Marriage enUrxes tbe scone of our happiness and misorics. A iiianiage 
of love is pleasant; a marriage of interest easy, and a marriage where both meet 
hajipy. A happy marriage has in it all the pleasures of friendship and all the 
uiijoymcnts of sense and reason, and indeed all the comforts and sweets of this 
life, laood nature and evenness of temper will give you an easy comi>anion for 
life; virtue and ^otxt sense an ngrccuhlo friend ; i.ovk and ookhtancv a goiul 
wife or hushand." 

''Printer's Call, .hine 9tli, 182(). 'J'lie undoniii^Mied finding it hanl to livo 
entirely uiion itir, earnestly requests that tliose indebted on aceount of Vol. 1, 
will make payments on or before Jan. 1st, 1827, and those who are unable to 
pay are requesto<l to call and pramiM.'* 

I^uther Tucker k Co.. of lloohostcr, N. Y., propose to publish the Tele- 
ffrajiht a daily paper, for six dollars a year. 

There is an account of the projiosed Welland Canal in Canada, and tlio 
formation of a company with a capital of $1,000,000 to construct it. 

The Senlinel is a five column folio. Over one*half is devoted to publish- 
ing United States and Territorial laws. 

In a subsequent number of the Sentinel is the following : " Wo should 
never despair, for we may be assured that there is a Pilot at the helm of all 
earthly concerns who is guiding the great ship of human affairs in the best 
possible way to a haven of peace and prosperity." 

TiiK OLD i>r.i.MAu cimucii. 

The following extract from the Well$boro Agiiator, (Tioga Co., Penn.) for 
March 21, 1870, was written by Elder 0. N. Worden, of New MUford, Penn. 
It relates mostl}' to Dea. Richard Ellis and his descendants, who were among 
the first settlers in that portion of Pennsylvania in the early jiart of the pres- 
ent century. See pages 83, 80. 

" Perhaps the first church in Dehnar, when this township comprised nearly 
one -fourth of the west part of the county of Tioga, was on Big Pine Creek, west 
of Wellsboro and the Big Marsh or Meadow. The meetings were principally 
at the first school house and at the house of the Ellis family. There had been 
no preaching or special efforts recently, if ever, and yet a M'ork of grace on the 
hearts of the people was evident. 

In June, 1819, Elder Oviatt preached at the house of Richard Elli# to 
most of the people of the settlement. 

Eleven were bsptised on the 27th day of June, 1819. They were Reuben 
Ellis, Richard Ellis, ur,, and jr., Asaph, John, Consider, Chloe, (Richard's wife), 
Amanda and Lncretia Ellis, Martha Herrington and Eunice Bacon. 

June 29th, Elder 8. Bigelow, from New York State, baptised four— David 
Dimick, Anna PhoeniXi Eunice Herrington and Patience Ellis. 

In September of the same year, Elder John Stone visited the settlement 
and baptised Polly Ellis and Nancy Bacon. On Dec. 22d, 1819, the above 
and a few others were organized into a regular Baptist church. The next 
day David Ellis was baptised. 

More than half of the early members of this church were of the Ellis name 
or relavions of the family. Reuben, the oldest, was a deaf mute, who had 
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long waited to folloiv Him be lovcil in Hih holy ordiDancc of baptisin. 
"ABaph Uun"iB named after Dea. Asaph Ellis. KUisburg, Potter County, 
is named after this family there located. One Ellis was a deacon in Tio^'a 
Church. JuliD, Kichard and Consider were licensed preachers or cxhorters, 
and the last xia mod was ordained in Potter County, March 19th, ISSft. In 
1^2- [tilt} exact year is not given] there was what was known as the "great 
sicknesH," in which there was great mortality aniting these poo))Ie." 

LucalitieH where uiuiiberB of tliu Klliscs have lueated, or where they now 
reside. 

OTISCO AVD IIKLDING, AllOir. 

The township of Otisco is the northwest corner town of Ionia C*ounty, 
Mieh. It licgan to 1>e settled about 18:11*1 and 18.17, principally by oiiiigrantM 
friiiii i.Viitral New York and Ash Held, Mass. The first t«>wnship election was 
held April 2d, IKiS, at the shanty of Mr. Holiert \Y. Davis, who, with several 
others from Oakland County, Mich., had settled there. Mr. Davis' home was 
a little northwest of the house and farm of Mr. Voluey Belding, whose place 
was one mile north of the town center and was on the northwest corner of the 
cross roads at that point. 

The officers c:lectoil were as follows: Supervisor, John L. Morie; Clerk, 
R. W. Davis; Assessors, Amos H. Kussell, George \V. Dickerson and Ambrose 
Spencer; Highway Commissioners, Geo. W. Dickerson, Ambrose Spencer and 
Kuftts K. Cook; Directors of the Poor, William M. .Springer and V'olncy Beld- 
ing; Justices of the Peace, l\. \V. Davis, 0. W. Dickerson, Sufns K. IVtokand 
Xatlmuiel K. llortuii; School Inspectors, Uobert \V. Davis, Geo, W. Dicker- 
son and N. E. llorton; Constable and Collector, Ambrose Spencer. 

There are but three men now living (ISSS) who cast their votes at that 
time: John h. Morse, C. S. D. Harronu and Volney Belding; the others have 
been rowed across the river by the silent boatman. Fourteen votes were cast. 
Those who did not aspire for ofKce were Wm. Kussel, C. S. D. Harroun, Dan- 
iel Horton, Munson Seeley, Asa Palmer and Patrick Kelly. 

There are but two persons now residing In the town who were there then, 
Mrs. James Moon and Gilbert Bussell. This year (1S3S) was born the tirst white 
child in the town, Eliza Russell, daughter of Amos Kussell, now the wife of 
L. C. Fales, of Orleans. The first white boy born in the town the following 
February, was A. B. Morse, son of John L. Morse, now Supreme Jud^e of 
Michigan. (See page 171.) In fifty years the town has grown, by birth and 
immigration, from fourteen votes to about six hundred . 

Otisco was a town of remarkable fertility, and settled almost exclusively 
by men and women of uncommon intelligence ami worth. Among the agri- 
cultural towns of Michigan it has for many years stood next to one the highest 
in the state for wealth, enterprise and moral and intellectual advancement. 
Amoni; the early settlers were the following from Ashfield, 3Iass. : Volney 
and Thomas Belding and their sister, Mrs. Jane Shaw. (See page ]S(»)> Joseph 
and Nathaniel Fi8k,(the latter has just died, March, iSSS), Frederick and Silas 
Kimberley, with several sisters and their father. Sterns Kimberly, Geo. Coo- 
ley, Dexter Cutler, Mr. Coombs. Most of the above had families and locatetl 
there previous to 1840. In the forties tliere arrived Mr. Tiberius Belding, 
Lewis Ellis, Dea. Dimick Ellis, Horace Liscomb, Orpheus Nelson, Chandler 



Digitized by 



Google 



45 6 

Bclding, Chftrles and Norman Putney, a11 of whom, except Mr. Noltos, had 
families. Nearly all of these Ashlield people located on farms in the north 

. part of the town and were neighbors and steadfast friends durinf( all their 
lives. But few of these people are now living, but they have all left names 
worthy of lasting remembrance. 

In the township of Otisco are several villages—Smyrna, in the south part 
of the town; " the corners" or Otisco Center; Kiddville, in the extreme north* 
east, and Belding about one mile and a half southwesterly * from Kiddville. 
The latter place is a station on the Detroit, Lanamg & Northern railroad, from 
which point a branch road runs over to Pelding. Freight trains go out and in 
from Belding every day, but passengers are conveyed by a horse cor which 
connects with all trains. Belding is a flourishing village of about 1,000 popu* 
lation and rapidly growing. 

At this locality is what was known in early times as Broas* Hax)ids, so- 
called from Mr. Charles Broas, one of the early settlers, whose house was one- 
half mile south, and whose farm included the lands where Belding now stands. 
In 1855 Mr. Hiram Belding, from Ashfteld, purchased this site, and a few 
years after improvements of the water-power and the erection of a lar^a saw 
mill by the Wilsons, Luther and Belding Bros.» and a tirst-dass flouring mill 
by Knott & Co., led to the quite rapid growth of the village. In 188G, tlie 
Belding Bros, erected a largo mill there for the manufacture of sewing silks, 

. and at the presest time have nearly completed one of the largest and finest 
brick and stone hotel and opera house buildings in that part of the State. 
The same parties also have a factor}' employing 100 M'orkmen en>raged in 
making refrigerators, aud are about to enlarge the same works four fold. 

The churches of Belding are the Christian, built about 1875, and tho Method- 
ist, erected in 1SS7. Belding also has a nourishing union school with a largo 
and costly brick building. At Otisco Center there is a Baptist church, erected 
about 1S55. Belding is one of the largest shipping stations on the D., L. & N. 
railroad. The Belding Bros, have here nearly 1000 acres of land, mostly under 
cultivation and well stocked with superior cattle and sheep. 

On the north bank of the Flat river, opposite the main part of the village, 
are the farms of Messrs. Lewis and Riq^ard Ellis,, who located there in 1842 
and 1844, and where they and some of their descendants now reside-— except 
Dea. Richard Kllis, (239) who died in 1878. 

I»lTTSTOWN, N. Y. I 

Pittstown, Rensselaer County, N. V., is an agricultural town situated oh 
the Macadam or stone road half way between Troy, N. Y., and Bennington, 
Vt. It is a large township aud near the southeast comer is the hamlet of 
Boyntonville, named for Mr. Wm. Boyntou, who was born there about 1830, 
and still lives there. At this place, Dea. Richard Ellis, ( 239 ) eldest son of 
Dimick of Ashfiold, settled when a young man. When he was about 21 
years of age, he started out, as did most of Ashfleld young men, (see page 
IIS), on a prospoctin;; tour through Vermont and N*.»w York. In a year or so 
he located at l*ittstown and began the coopering business— manufacturing 
barrels for the market at Troy, 15 miles distant. This was about 1820 or 1827, 
Here he reniaiaed until the sprin-^ of 1841, when ho removed to Otisoo, Mich, 
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In 1S42, hit brother Lewis and brother*tii-law Tiberius Belding having settled 
in Otisoo, he made a trip out there and bought 200 acres of Uuid. At this 
time the emigration to the west was beginning to sot in quite strong, and 
within a few years several families and many 3'ouug men left iMttstown for 
Otisco. In )S43, Messrs. Hiram Green, John Penny, Abucr Wright and 
James Tallman were among these. In 1844, were Dea. Kicbard KUia, Job 
Gibbs, Wm. Stokes, Aaron Weaver and Erastus Jencks. Within the next 
year or two, these were followed by Elder Wilson Mosher, Charles Spicer, 
John Gibbs, Michael Weter, Allen Thompson, Edwin Bauncy, Alex. Tallman, 
Daniel Green and his father and mother, James, Norman and Charles Wright, 
(brothers of Abner above) Joseph Boynton, Joseph Felshaw, John and his son, 
Matthew Hydorn, Nicholas Demory and Andrus Phillips. The last four were 
from Grafton, about one mile south of Boynton ville. Several mure of Pitts- 
town people settled in other parts of Michigan in the forties, and socm after 
Loudon, Darius and Demetrius Button, with their mother and the lattor's 
brother, Allen Thnrber, in Grand Hapids, Mich., and Mary Wads worth, who 
married a Lawrence who owned and kept the Lawrence hotel, in Adrian; Mich., 
for many years up to the spring of ISSS. The writer left Boynton ville, his 
native place, when but a lad. Forty-three years later, (in 1SS7), he made a 
short visit there. It is a bright spot with many cheerful happy faces to be seen, 
but few who were known to him. The Gibbs, Warren, Haskins and Wads- 
worth families, once numerous and influential, have mostly "gone west" or 
that other "way of all the world." Some of the Campbells and Richmonds, 
elegant people, hold to the old homesteads yet, each of which have strong 
att.ichmenta — near relatives— in Otisco now. 

8P111NGFI£IJ>, PEKN. 

Springfield, the northwestern township of Erie County, Pa., lies on the 
southern shore of Lake Erie, and is where Dea. David Ellis, with his sons 
William and David, jr., with their families from Ashfield, settled in 1S18. 
See pages Stf to 88. 

The lake shore plain is about three miles wide. In the esstem part of the 
plain and along the ridge road are excellent farms. When the first settler, Capt 
Samuel HoHiday* camo here to locate in 1790, he found an unbroken forest* 
Other settlers soon followed, and when in 1818 the Ellis families came, Spring- 
field containo<l about 700 inhabitants. East ^^pringlicld, situated on the Uidge 
Ivoad, three miles from the lake, M-as then Springfield Four Comers, and con- 
tained two hotels, a store, a school-house and a few houses, mostly built of 
logs. On the beach of the lake was a road which extended M-est as far as 
C'onneaut, Ohio, along M'hicb many of the new comers settled. All trace of ; 
the road has now -disappeared, tho water having washed away the bank, iu 
some places, over 100 feet since then. Some buildings have been moved over 
one-half a mile for safety from the waves. The first Methodist- Episcopal 
church was erected a mile south of \Vcit Springfield in 1804. There are now ' 
two M. E. churches, one at East- and one at West SpriugfioM. The fir^it 
rresbytorian church building was a small lug structure stamling mi the tddcr 

*^.Mrx. Hitlianlxoii. wircofHon. D. .M. I{lcliHn1<.m, of IVtroll. Mich, wju a II..ni.1:ir, 
Imrii a till r«*nritl In S|irln|;lU*kl. 
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portion of the cemetery grounds. It was built in 1S04. The Ohriatian church 
at Eaat Springfield wm orii^anized in 182C, with twelve members, one of whom 
was Mrs. Kumina Ellis, (181.) A church was built in 1839, and the present 
building was erected on the same site in 18S5. The Baptist congregation was 
organised in 182G, at West .Springfield, a village on the Ridge Road four miles 
from East Springfield. David Kllis, sr., (:)2) was a charter uicinbcr and deacon 
in tlio Church. At West Spriui{tJeM a Universalist church was built in 1850. 

Of the three villages, East, West and North Sprini>tjeld, the East village 
is the largest There are several handsome residences with beautiful lawn» 
and gardens, several places of bubiness, su academy used as high and public 
school. A large, well kept cemetery in which are many beautiful and costly 
monuments, is situated one half mile north of East SpringKeld. There are two 
lines of railroads. Lake Shore Sl Michigan Southern and New York Central 
k St. Louis. (The latter road is popularly called the nickle plate from the fact 
or impression that its builders spared no expense of money in its construction.) 
This road has a depot at East and West Springfield, the former a depot at 
North Spriuglield. A short distance east of the depot at North Springfield, is 
the most solid and costly piece of work in the township, the L. S & M. S. 
culvert and embankment over Crooked Creek. The embankment is \\0 feet 
above the water and between 700 and 800 feet in length. About 200 men 
were employed in its construction, and it required two years to complete it. 
About one mile south of this structure, where the *' nickle plate" road 
crosses the same stream and gulch, there is a long and high tresslo-work of 
iron and steel for the roadway— an elegant aud costly structure. The dejMt 
of this latter road is only about twenty rods from Dr. George Ellis' residence, 
and is in the immediate neighborhood where the. EUises settled in ISIS. 

The following will illustrate the courage, resolution and sound principles 
of some of the early settlers in that new country: 

'*Many stories are told of the courage of the women of that early generation 
which first broke the ground in the forests of Peniuylvania. They were in 
constant iieril from wild beasts and hostile Indians, but with heroic patience 
endunMl hardships, labor and disease. An example of another kind of cour- 
age is prescrveil of Christina Dickson, the wife of one of the Urvt settlers of 
Erie County, Pennsylvania. 

She was a small, low voiced woman, extremely timid by nature; butu|K>n 
oue subject she was resolute; she had a horror of druiikeuucss. She lived in 
the days M'hen the use of liquor was universal. Whisky was as common as a 
drink of water among these hardy, hardworking pioneers. A tempei-ance or 
abstinence society was unheard of. But when her sons were born, she re- 
solved, as far as she could, to put a stop to whisky drinking in her home. 

Her husband being absent, her brothers called for the h^p of the neigh- 
bors, according to the custom of the time, to put up a bam needed on her 
farm. They all assembled and went to work, wliile she prepared a great din* 
ner. After an hour or two whieky was ssked for. One of the brothers came 
to the house for it; she refused to provide it to make her friends drunk. Her 
other brothers, and at last an elder in the church, came to reason with her, to 
tell her she would be accused of meanness. Without a word the little woman 
went out to the bam', and baring her head stepped upon a log and spoke to 
them in a faltering voice. "My neighbors," said she, "this is a strange. 
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thing. Three of you are iny brothers, three of you are elilere in the diurch;. 
all of you are oiy f rieiul*. i have prepared for yon tlie best dinner in xny 
power. If you refuse to raise the bam without liquor so bo it. But before I 
will provide whisky to give you, those timbers shall rot where they lie.'' 
The men angrily left the work and went home; the little woman returned 
t4> tliu house, and (or hours cried as though her heart would break. Hut the 
next day every innu came back, went heartily to work, enjoyed her g(»o«l din- 
ner, and said not a word about whisky. 

Afterwards, whisky at bam raisings was discontinued in the county. 
Her sons grew up strong, vigorous men, who did good work in hcJpin;^ to 
civilixe and Christianize the world; and their descendants are all of high-stand- 
ing, intellectual, moral men and women. If she had yielded this little point, 
they might have degenerated, like many of their neighbors, into draukards 
and spendthrifts. 

There are still vices and maligant customs to be conquered, and Tor the 
work we neetl women of high souls and gentle spirit like Cliristina Dickson." 

K.VSTOK. MASS. 

Kaston, Mass., is in the northeast comer 'of Bristol county. About 
IGDO to 1700 many settlements were made here from families near Boston and 
CaiK) Cod. Prob.ably the most numerous familly was the Phillipees— CapU 
John Phillips and his brothers and their descendants. The first two families 
who settled in Ashfield, Richard Kllis and his wife's brother, Thomas 
Phillips, and their families wore from Easton. It is now a llourishing manu- 
facturing town and has long been noted for the immense Amos Shovel Factor- 
ies. Oakes and Oliver Ames, men of great industry and enterprise, began this 
business hrre nearly sixty yoara ago. One of their descendants, Hon. Oliver 
Amos, a native of Easton, in now governor of Massachusetts. In 188G Rev. 
William L. Chatlin, pastor of the Unitarian church of Eaaton, wrote and 
printed a largo volume of over 800 pages of the history of Easton. It is a 
work of groat merit and a credit to the town. 

GONNK1LSV1LLK. IND. 

Connersville, Ind., on Whitewater river, is the county seat of Fayette 
county, Indi.'ina. The town was organized in 1819. The Krst settlements 
were made about 1804 to 1808. John Conner and his family lived here 
among the Indians in those days. About 1825 Stephen and Moses Ellis 
(see pages 130 to 132) settled near here, where several of their descendants 
now live. It is a thriving city of about 4000 population. 

CUARACT£]USTIOS OF THK KLI.LSKS. 

In concluding his work, the writer would be glad to give somewhat of the 
personal traits, or characteristics, of his branch of Ellises, but inasmuch 
as they probably differ but little, if any, from most of those of their times and 
localities, and as his acquaintance with them is somewhat limited, whatever 
is said in this respect need not be greatly extended. 

It can, he believes, be said in tmth of a great majority, if not all of these 
pco]>]e, that they have, in a commendable degree, a strong desire to be and 
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become moral, inteiligeiit and reapecUd citizona of the localiiiea wherever they 
may chance to live. Induatry and poraiatcnce in whatever they undertake are 
alao traits worthy of mention. In these respects failure to obtain great results 
suddenly, gives no disappointment and leads to no relaxation of steady, consist- 
ent effort and patient toil. With them, more than with many others, if the 
expectations of youth and mature years are not fuJly realized, no discourage- 
ment follows, nor is old age soured thereby and rendered complaining; and 
with some, their most successful efforts and best work comes late in life. 

Firmness is also a leading trait of the Ellises. With all there is a becom- 
ing desire to be right, to be grounded in correct principles and in truth, and in , 
this Mill they maintain their position with an unalterable determination and 
firmness even to obstinacy. 

They are, too, a religions people. With the earlier generations the relig- '. 
ious sentiment predominated. One hundred years ago books and newspapers 
were not common, and the literary propensities of the average New Englander 
had a limited range. The bible was the great book and often the only one in the 
family. With this all the members became, in time, familiar, and many were 
devoted students of the sacred volume. The head of the family often became 
a decided theologian and was not loth to meet in bible argument any adversary. 
He had very positive and fixed opinions regarding salvation, damnation, 
infant "sprinkling," immenion, predestination, foreordination, the trinity, , 
or unity, of the Godhead, the co-equality of "God the Son with (2od the ' 
Father," etc., etc. No day was too long, or fair, or business too nrgent to | 
interfere with the poriodiual discussioi. of those questions. The casual visit of ' 
a stranger was soon followed by the nsual salutation, or inquiry, "What are 
yovLT views? " meaning his opinions on all the various theological tenets — and 
often he found one as fully informed and determined as himself, with whom he 
quickly "looked horns" for, perhaps, a day's discussion, the result of which 
was only to end where it began, if, indeed, each was not the more fully eon* 
firmed in the truth and importance of his own opinions. They were withal a 
practical people, free from the follies and dissipatioiis which impairs, if not 
destroys the usefulness of so many in these later times. 

.lu political sentiments all with whom the writer is acquainted, or of 
whom he has heard, are Republicans, and during the late great rebellion not 
one was disloyal to the Union. 

While the present generation of Ellises is noted for sobriety, it is 
doubted by some if they, as a whole, maintain the standard of piety, devotion, 
peraeverance and all the general excellencies of their New England ancestors. 
Without examples of vaulting ambition or astonishing brilliancy, they seem 
content generally to follow the even tenor of a life of virtue and usefulness, 
and evidently in the great economy of God and nature tliey fill well their 
sphere. Of such it is a credit to be one. 
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David, 201. 

Amop, 57, 225. 

Cyrus E., 57, 235. 

Cordelia L., 57, 235. 

Jolin n., 57, 235. 

William E., 57, 235. 

Elder Ebencxer, 15, 18, 71, 338, 
400. 
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.Smith, Ebene/.er, Jr., 18. 90,4i)8. 

(iirry, '.>7, 08. 

Kraiic w, 20o. 

JliMjry Klit.«, '-M'*. 

Irvne, IS, I'O. 

Uruel, '.»7. 

Jem i ma. IS, *rj. 

(>l>€il. Is. *iS. 

lluii^rhioii /.. ^oT. 

Liu-retia, 4'.'<;. 

Ki'V. IVc'serveil, Sr.. IS, yO. 

Rev. PreMTVwl, Jr., 01, 0'.*. 

Ziba, 4ul, 407. 

(jiiarliH, 07. 

KcbiTCa. '.IS. 

KiKMla, 1^, 0«;. 

William K., '2\5. 

Kiiiiaril. IS, 00. 
•Snyder, John D., 172. 

Kale. 109. 
Spratfiie, Ahnerinn, 33, I'yS. 

Dciilah, '^^^, loo. 

Dorliska, .*W, loo. 

John, :to, \'h}. 

KUene/er, a3, 155. 

LoduskH. oo, l'>5. 

Mrs. Caiharine, 9C. 

Willinm. 0(1. 
Spencer, Orrill*, 237. 

Amanda, 20. 145. 
Spaflord, C. D., 225. 
Standisb, Miles, 301, 390. 

Alexander, :»01. 

Jfrael. .'U:*.. 

Peleg, 108,424. 
Slronjr, Gov. Caleb, 32G. 
Stanton, Judge, 85. 
StaMbrd, .Mary I-., 203. 
Steptoe, Anna L., 207. 
Stipp, Kid. John, 15,31, 150. 

Lucretia K., 148,454. 
Stewart, Robert, 215. 
Siihvell, Mary, 24. 
Stearns, Samuel, 21 7. 
Stone, Levi, 84. 
Stark, Mary Ellb, 249. 
Sunderlin, Samuel, 218. 
Sutton, Dr. Jo^iah, 45, 200. 



Sutton, Klsie, 45. 208. 

Hester Ann, 45, 206. 
Sullivan, Ixxloska S., 155. 
Swnn, Cupt. £d\vin, 188. 
Swoct, Alice, 247. 
SwediMilMirg, Kriiatmcl, Xi't. 
Talhiuui, Jame^ 180. 

Sylvia Shaw, ISO. 
Tajfgorr, Jennie, 121. 
Tanner, bVetlerick, 145. 
Ttfvlor, Jonathan, 33, 154, 437. 

Mary, 33. 

PhclH!, 33. 

Sarah, 33. 

Rhoda A., 69, 240. 

David T..202. 

Kli:ui R., 20:». 
Terry, John II., 00, !£42. 

Joe. 00, 242. 

Nellie, 60, 242. 

William L., 60, 242. 
Thomati, Ilvstf r .Vnn, 46, 208. 

I Jr. Oliver II., 40, 208. 

Phihnider, 40, 20S. 

Dr. Uriah D., 272. 

Ernest C, 272. • 

Saniantha, 45, 206. 
Thompson, Katharine .\nn, I 10. 

Villa, 225. 
Tildeii, John, 271. 

Titus. 271. 

Franklin, 271. 

David E., 271. 

Levi, 271. 
Toogood, Dwight, 105. 

Lyman, 105. 

Merritt, 105. 

William, 104. 
Trask, Amelia, 43, 204. 

Casper, 43, 203. 

Clarifsa, 43, 203. 

Lieut. Howell H., 43, 203. 

Lettic S., i3, 203. 

Moulton S., 43, 203. 

•Henry V., 43, 204. 

DeKttaE., 43, 204. 

Louis, 204. 

Ruble S.. 204. 



Digitized by 



Google 



4So 



INDEX. 



Trowbridge, Abigail, 205. 

L«vi. 205. 

Snlly T., 44, 204. 
Tub1)8, llirnm. 11)2. 

Kdgar, 192. 

Kvcrett, 192. 
Turner, Lydin, 2GG. 
Tullar, Willis, 213. 
Tulton, Harriet, 200. 
Twiss, KcT. John 8., 94. 

Dr. Mward. 94. 
Vandorbilt, Abilena, 34, 19G. 

Andrew, 34, 156. 

Hannah, 34, 156. 

Matthew, 34, 156. 

Jemima, 35, 159. 
Van Arsdale, Thomas, 112. 
Van Etten, Anthony, 160. 

Hannah, 30, 160, 101. 

Margaret, 00, 250. 
Vau;;lin, liois, 123. 
Viner, Maggie E., 224. 

Zndie May, 224. 
Viiittiriil, .Ivioino, 3HS. 
Walker, Kuv. Jos. M., 272. 
Wade, Uev. ICdwin R., 112. 
Wadsworth, Mary, 457. 
Ward, Ariinah, 223. 

Curtis 1)., 262. 

Jonathan, 46, 208. 

Amplias G., 262. 

McWIn, 202. 

Dr. 8oloinon, 262, 

Edwin, 208. 

Ellen, 208. 
Wa-shburn, Sarah, 88. 

Samuel, 88, 384. 

Theresa, 192. 
Waterman, Lizzie, 266. 
Walworth, Charles B., 236. 
Waite, Seih, 333. 
Ware, Mrs. Lucreiia R., 388. 
Watcrson, Geo., 198. 
>Varren, Hiram, 393. 
Weaver, Kmclinc, 187. 

Aaron, 187,457. 
Weed, Martha, 58, 236. 
Webber, lOstella, 268. 



Weiaer, Mary, 25, 129. 

Rachel, 25, 129. 
Weather wax, Abbie L., 90. 

J. T., 95. 

Peter, 9'i. 

Remember A., 95. 

D., 95. 
Weldon, Lovina, 60, 242. 
Wells, S. V. R., 82. 

Eunice, 91. 

Col. Dayid, 91. 
Wellborn, John C, 367, 44$. 

D. A., 367. 

Mrs. Fannie A., 367, 448. 
Wheeled, C. S., 260. 
Whitmore, Daniel, 97. 
AVhite, CapL Thomas, 335. 

Amanda (Ferry,) 335. 

Gates, 41, 198. 

George, 41. 

Elli«,41. 
Whilskcr, Lucy Jane, 60, 252. 
Willard, Richani, 02, 244. 
. Marion. 62, 241. 

ClytU*. 02, 244. 

R. L., 156. 
Wllcoz, Melissa, 268. 
Williams Family, 395, 397. 

Aix>nos, 21, 101. 

Apollos,Jr., 21, 104. 

Alpheus, 21, 106. 

George, 106. 

Henry, 106. 

Daniel, 21, 105. 

Edward, 21, 106. 

Albert K., 106. 

Eva L., 234. 

Hannah, 21, 104. 

Horace, 234. 

John, 21, 103. 

John, 96. 

Marvin, 108. 

Rhoda. 21. 102. 
Wilson, DaTid. 116. 

Dr. Milo. 116. 

Stephen, 116,449. 

Jane A., 221. 

Aaron, 60, 240. 

Wiltons and Luther, 456. 
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WiUoD, Louiivi, 37, Ml. 

Martha Jane, 59, 239. 

C'ljira h.. r.0, 2^0. 
Wiiivlow, Harriet. (iO, 211. 

John, t;0, 24). 
Winters, Thoniiis, 192. 
WiUobee, (Jeo. I)., 60, 214. 

I^iii A^ 50. 

Solomon K^ 50. 
AVightninn, Joflthiu, 44, 204. 

Aiistio, 44. 204. 
Wing. Ilaniihon, 32, 152. 

John, 32, 131. 
Wood, Theodore, 387. 

Dinah, oil. 

William, 2Ul 

Fidelia, 9S. 

Elijah, 98. 

Ellas, 133. 

Ocorge, 135. 

HauMmi. I.*>3. 

Ursula, 9S. 

Polly, 121. 



Woodrun; Uura K, 192. 

Woodward, Annie, 271. 

Klixa, 271. 

Klizal)eth, 31, 215. 

Polly, 271. 

Mary !>., 121. 
Woodbridge, Got. Wm., 1G7. 
Worden. Dr. S. T., U»9. 

Hannah E., 124. 
Wright, Harry, 103. 

Abncr, 448. 
Wyckoff, Alice, 211. 
Yale, Elizabeth, 47, 210. 
Yarrington, Hal»*ey'J., 263. 

Horace J., 263. 

Merrill. 203. 
Youl, Adeliid, 10:). 

Ameli.i, 103. 

Louis. 103. 

Simeon C, 103, 451. 
YouiiK, Mary >r., 204. 
Zellar, Ida, 20K. 
Zufeli, Ma) Tina, 42, 200. 
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Albion, PiMin.. 133. 
AIniena, Mich., 90. 
Anderson vi He, C«a., 210. 
Ann .\rbor, Mich., 94. 
"Angel's Visits," 89, 335. 
Ashnehl, Mam., 9, 85, SO, 237. 

History of, 27 .'t. 

Soil and climate of, 276. 

First settlement of, 277. 

Trialsof sctl)cRi,279. 

Incorporation, 281. 

Mean.** of protei'tioii, 231. 

Ecclesiastical historyi 287. 

Ediicition, 292. 

Teini>eranco, 203. 



Ash field, Profef Hional men of, 29 1. 
Town officers, 294, 336. 
Great casualty, 293. 
Cotemporary eyents, 29S. 
Stories of the early set tier j, 301. 
Celebration in 18S6, 320. 
Soldiers guard in 1730. 
Map of, 328. 
House)* of early m( tiers in, 3:^0 to 

333. 
Selectmen 10, 355. 
For summer residence, 33<i. 
Burial places in, 339. 
Centennial celebration in 1805 in, 

3(;0. 
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Ashlield, Valuations in 1766, 362. 

Early fannlies, 3C4 to 40& 
Baptist <;iiiircli in AsIificlJ, 408. 
"HapiiKi Corner,*' 14, 15, 329. 
riiiriistahli*, Mass., 7S, ti'J, VSi. 
lU'iivcr Dam, Wis., iStWi, 271. 
Hear Kivur in AHliOeM, :(2'J. 
Hi'llowM Hill, 11,829. 
HeMiiiK. Mich., 113. 
IJelleville, N. Y., Til, 195. 
HoyntoiiviUo, N. Y.. 174. 
Hranilywinc, 92. 
Canon City, Col., 242, 253. 
Cape Cod, Masn., 78. 
Cari<on City, Mich., 14*2, 143. 
CassiidHga, N. Y., 97, 98. 
Casi'novia, N. Y., 194. 
Cenierville, .V. Y., 271. 272. 
Colerain, M:i-m., 13, 75, 78, 119, 121, 

2«J0, 3(m;, 3(51. 
ToM water, Mirli., 104. 
(\»nway, .Ma^K., 70. 
Clynur. N. Y., 134. 

C<>iiiiiii.s.Hic)ii.s an Lienti'uanU of Daviii 
ami Dimick KIlis, 320. 

Conneaiit, Ohio, 82, 138. 

Oninen$ville, 1ml., 20(3. 

Currency and prioest in early times. 
307,311,315,319. 

Deerfield, M.ihm., 12, 14, 17, 68, 329. 

Delta, Ohio, 109. 

Delrnar, Penn., 81, 84, 86.' 

Dexter, Minn., 106. 

Dublin, Ireland, 9. 

Kaston, MasM., 10, 260. 

Edge^ater, N.Y., 259. 

Klliscfl of Croat liriLiin, 412, 414. 

Ellis and PhilliiH fort. 280, 320, 333. 

KUishurK, N. Y., 15, 79, 190, 195. 
I'enn., 14, 85, 145, 229. 

Erie, Penn.. 237, 241. 

Fannersville, Ind., 157, 24S. 

Kredonia, X. Y., 153. 

Germantown, Penn., 258. 

Guilford, Vt., 76, 125. 

(.rrand KapidK, Mich., 203. 

Greenlicld, Maas., 91. 

Great Pond, 328, 334. 



Haniiltoo College, 197. 

Harrisoo Valley, Pa., 22Ck 

lieber'h Cabin, 333. 

Ileppner, Oregon, 255. 

IlniitNlown (Ahhlifld), 10, 17, 73. 

Jackmin, Ind., 271. 

Lai i range, \Vi»., 2;12, 23.V 

Lands bon);ht and sold by Kichartt 

Ellia, 302, 304. 
Letters and documents, 422 to 460. 
Lincoln, Keb., 247. 
.MarlU)ro, Vl, 99. 
Marseilles, Ohio. 241. 
Mason, Mich., 143. 
MinneaiH)lts, Minn., 272. 
Montville, N. Y , 133. 
Monroe, Mich., 165. 261, 253. 
Moraria, N. Y., 131. IGO. 
Mi. Holyoke Seminary, 239, 452. 
Mount Vernon. Ind., 166. 
New England, early Ke(tlers, 300. 

North Iknid, Ohio, 130, 131, 202. 
Oh> Koad to lluntstown, 302. 
Olean, N. Y., 131. 

Omro, Wis.. 272. 

Otisco, Mich., 109. 168, 186. 

Peter's Hill, or Mountain, 306, 333. 

Phelps, N.Y\ 96, 117. 

Pine Creek, Penn., 84. 

Piltstown, N. Y., 173, 176. 

Prich&nlville, Mich., 109. 

Proprietor*' Acts anil Reconls, 281^ 
363. 

Racine, Wis., 102. 

Uipley, N. Y., 83, 137. 141. 

Revolulibnary incidents, 304. 

Howe, Mass., 90, 99. 

Kochesier, K. Y., 103. 

Kockyille, C«)nn., 117. 

S;ickctls Harbor, N. Y., 76, 119, 269. 

Sanderson Academy, 117, 238. 

Sempronius, N. Y.. SO, 111. 131. 

Shay's Insurrection. 2S0. 

Shelburne, Mass., 91. 116. 

Scio, Oregon, 16, 84, 149. 
. Somerset, N. Y., 208. 

South lladlcy, Ma»w, 72. 

Spinster's indenture, 311. 
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SpringTiUc, X. Y., 107. 
Siinilerlund, Mass., 7, 18, 68, 80. 
Siirin|,'fielil, Pcnn., 60, SO, S7, 154, 236. 
SiiH:klon, N. Y.. 71. 
Tluafonl, Vt., Ill), 'H\(S. 
Tri'iiilitrrM, or SIiuUitm, of Asliltcld, 

TroT. .MiiTh., 184, 185. 
Union Ac'iiileniy, 18S. 
Vnion \*ill:i;;e. N't , 2fi5. 



Voterii in Ashfield in 1798, 355. 
Wales (Great JiritaiD), 9, 18:^, 312. 
War of the Revolution, 282. 
WelUboro, Penn., 144, 227. 
Wi-yiiioutli, Mhhh., lf». 
\\Vi.irul.l,N. Y., 82. 
Woh-yvillf, I'onn., 87. 
Winiamsville, VU, 74, 100. 
W«)0<lvine, N. Y., 129. 



[In the back part of some of these books the binder will insert blank 
pages in which every family may keep their Family Records. It is hopei! 
that this will be dune with completeness ami acriir.'tcy for generations to 
come.] 
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